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REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL 
WORKING SESSION 

 
January 21, 2013 

3:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT: 
Mayor Wayne Wright 
Councillor Jonathan Coté 
Councillor Bill Harper 
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy 
Councillor Betty McIntosh 
Councillor Chuck Puchmayr 
Councillor Lorrie Williams  
 
STAFF: 
Mr. Paul Daminato  - City Administrator 
Mr. Rick Page   - Acting City Administrator 
Ms. Jan Gibson  - Acting Corporate Officer/Director of Legislative Services 
Mr. G. Dean Gibson  - Director of Parks, Culture and Recreation 
Mr. Gary Holowatiuk  - Director of Finance & Information Technology 
Mr. Jim Lowrie  - Director of Engineering Services 
Ms. Lisa Spitale  - Director of Development Services 
Ms. Stephanie Lam  - Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 3:14 pm. 
 
ADDITIONS / DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 

 
No items. 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
1.   Motion to adopt the minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting held December 10, 

2012. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the December 10, 2012 Committee of the Whole minutes be adopted. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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Procedural Note: Unfinished Business was considered following the adoption of minutes. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Report tabled at the Committee of the Whole meeting held on January 14, 2013: 
 
 Raymond Burr Performing Arts Society Update 
 

With respect to the Raymond Burr Society’s (the Society) request for the disposition of 
assets since the closure of the Burr Theatre in 2006, Council provided the following 
comment: 
 
• Staff have investigated the request made by the Society; 
• The performa put forward by the Society did not have any financing in place; 
• The City did not receive property taxes or market rent from the Society, which 

was originally anticipated in the lease. The total value of property taxes/market 
rent is approximately $660K; 

• The City leased the facility to the Society for $10 per year, and there were 
stipulations in the lease which the Society did not uphold; 

• In 2006, the City shut down the theatre, and it took approximately two years to 
develop and Arts Strategy and conclusion with respect to the theatre’s future; 

• Covenants were placed on the property because the City felt that there were still 
strong community ties with the theatre; 

• The theatre is currently operating and serving the public with community 
amenities available. 

 
With respect to the Society’s proposal of using the $14K towards Douglas College 
scholarships, Council advised that the City currently contributes funds to the school for 
this purpose. 
 
Council advised that due to the significant amount of contributions made previously to 
the Society, that the requested $14K not be provided in exchange for the disposition of 
assets. 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the On Table information from the Director of Legislative Services be received. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the City of New Westminster not provide the $14K to the Raymond Burr 
Performing Arts Society they requested for their assets. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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PRESENTATIONS 
 
2.  Financial Plan 2013-2017 General Fund—Budget Session – Director of Finance and 

Information Services 
 a) Presentation 
 

Gary Holowatiuk, Director of Finance and Information Technology, introduced 
the 2013-2017 Draft Financial Plan, which focuses on the 2013 General Fund’s 
Operating and Capital Budgets. Findings, noted in the Finanial Plan, support the 
proposed 2013 property tax increases for the City of New Westminster. Mr. 
Holowatiuk provided a PowerPoint presentation which highlighted the following: 
 
• Budget Process – noting that in accordance with the Community Charter, 

the City must adopt, by bylaw, a five-year financial plan before May 15, 
2013; 

• Budget Drivers – noting the budget drivers are the most critical challenges 
that need to be considered and factored into long range financial 
projections. Mr. Holowatiuk spoke to the following with respect to Budget 
Drivers: 
o Growing Community Driving New Initiatives and Capital 

Investment; 
o Aging Infrastructure and Annual Funding Gap; 
o Annual Wage/Benefits Increment; 
o External Factors (ex: BC Hydro and Metro Vancouver Utility Rate 

Increases); 
o Replacement of aging infrastructure and facilities (with respect to 

Capital Investment and long-term planning). 
 
Mr. Holowatiuk provided details with respect to the General Fund operating 
budget, and the following points were noted in the presentation: 
 
• The projected actuals are preliminary figures, and year-end adjustments 

take place when the year concludes; 
• Revenues are projected to be on target; 
• The expansion of the Queensborough Community Centre considers new 

services and expenditures for 2013; 
• All other funding requests for enhancements to the City’s operations will 

be considered separately; 
• The anticipated debt for Westminster Pier Park from 2012 will be seen in 

the costs for 2013; 
• The base budget for 2013 reveals that the City does not require a property 

tax increase for the year; however, a modest increase is proposed to assist 
the additional funding requests and enhancements for the City. 
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Staff expanded on the Additional Funding Requests for 2013, and referred to the 
“Incremental Net Annual Revenues and Expenses” table noted on page 14 of the 
staff report. 
 
Mr. Holowatiuk advised that the Anvil Centre Operations (#3 in the table) 
anticipates a significant increase for 2014 when the Anvil Centre becomes open 
for operations. Council spoke to the anticipated opening of the Anvil Centre 
(2014), and questioned if the requests for operations was pro-rated. Dean Gibson, 
Director of Parks, Culture, and Recreation, advised that although the Anvil Centre 
is not anticipated to open until 2014, staff must commence their work prior in 
preparation for operations. 
 
With respect to items covered in the PowerPoint presentation. Council spoke to 
future revenue projections. Noting that when the Office Tower is sold, the monies 
will be put towards paying other debts incurred by the City 

• Council questioned the debt assigned to the Westminster Pier Park. Staff 
advised that the City has monies set aside and accumulated in DCCs to 
assist, and City the City may sell some properties with proceeds to cover 
the debt.  

 
Council questioned the City’s existing practice with respect to licensing dogs in 
the City, and questioned how the new program will function in terms of staffing. 
Staff advised that the request supports a short-term initiative to increase the 
number of licensed dogs in the City by canvassing homes. It was noted that the 
current percentage of dogs licenced in the City is 30%. Council suggested that 
additional options for dog licensing, such as increasing signage in parks, or 
offering licenses at local pet stores and veterinarians, be brought back for 
consideration. Council advised that the City of Calgary has the highest percentage 
of registered dogs at 80-90%, and suggested staff investigate the City of Calgary’s 
procedures for dog licensing.  
 
Council spoke to the increased workload that has built over recent years, noting 
influences for such increases can be attributed to Freedom of Information (FOI) 
requests, and the legislation governing the FOI process, and the work stemming 
from City Committees, adding that the number of Committees has also increased 
in recent years. Council suggested that a workshop or report given to Council 
regarding the City Committee process in order to determine what is required in 
terms of administration for the meetings (ex: Recommendations, minute taking, 
etc.). The anticipated outcome of such a workshop would be to find further ways 
of making the job more efficient. Council requested that staff review the existing 
process to determine if further efficiencies can be established to manage to 
workload. It was noted that through this process, Council could also consider 
other avenues, such as electronic agendas, in order assist with the workload.  
 
Council discussed the request for a Public Arts Coordinator, and it was noted that 
the City’s Public Art Advisory Committee holds membership of very qualified 
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individuals in the Public Art industry. Coucil referred to the recent adoption of the 
Public Art Policy, noting that the matter was well managed by the Committee. 
Council requested this matter be brought back for further discussion. 
 
With respect to the Digital Signage Revenue (#1 in the Table), Council advised 
that they would rather, for the interim, that the revenues be put towards debt 
repayment. Council requested this matter be brought back for discussion. 
 
With respect to the Police Department’s request for department enhancements, 
Police Chief Dave Jones advised the following: 
• There are two seconded positions returning to work; 
• There are two current employees who are retiring; 
• The Police Department requests funding for two new positions - a Mental 

Health Liason and a Member in Forensics; 
• With the savings in Integrated Homicide Investigation Team fees, and the 

rotation of the seconded/retired members, Chief Jones advised that the 
increase in staffing positions is for two employees (as opposed to four). 

 
Council acknowledged the need for the department enhancements, but questioned 
if the Police Department’s needs could be accommodated with the existing 
budget. Chief Jones advised that the Department has presented a request that 
relatively uses the existing funds – noting the reduction in IHIT fees would assist 
the new request. 
 
Council acknowledged that the Budget has been presented in the following three 
sections: 
• Introduction and General Analysis; 
• Requests for Increases and Enhancements; 
• Capital Budget. 
 
With respet to the debt incurred by the construction of the Anvil Centre, Coucil 
questioned the possibility of a balloon payment. Mr. Holowatiuk advised that the 
interest has been paid on the debt; however, due to the low rate for short term 
borrowing (from the Municipal Finance Authority), the City is acting strategically 
with the existing funds, and plans to pay the entire amount at the start of 2014. 
  
Council questioned the status of the Police Department and Fire Departmet 
Collective Agreements with respect to arbitrations and provincial standards. Mr. 
Holowatiuk advised that the Police Department’s Collective Agreement 
concluded on December 31, 2012, and the proposed budget is projected based on 
recent settlements.  
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Due to time constraints, Council will provide staff with comments regarding the 
Requests for Increases and Enhancements. At the upcoming Working Session 
Council will review each request with the relative Department Director. Staff 
advised that further details regarding the requests are noted in Attachment 4 of the 
staff report.  
 

 b) Report 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the Draft 2013-2017 Financial Plan be tabled to a future meeting of 
Council. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
Council provided clarification regarding the direction to staff, and requested the 
following: 
 
• Review the affordable housing plan with respect to resources; 
• Report back with information regarding a new Animal Shelter, and how 

that process can be proceed in the coming year; 
• Investigate other options regarding licensing dogs in the City; 
• Bring back “Requests for Budget Increases” for a detailed discussion at a 

future meeting. 
• Clerks department to report back details regarding the requested position. 

 
3.  Class 5 Light Industry Tax Burden Review – Director of Finance and Information 

Services 
  

a) Presentation 
 
 b)  Report 

Council questioned if the proposed recommendations regarding the Class 5 Light 
Industry Tax Burden Review were considered in the Budget Presentation. Staff 
confirmed that the recommendations had been considered with respect to the 
upcoming budget. 
 
Council spoke to New Westminster being the municipality with the highest Class 
5 Light Industry Tax rate at this time. Council advised that the recommendations 
would allow the City to be competitive with the neighbouring municipalities, and 
sends a positive message with respect to supporting Light Industry.  
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MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council approve a gradual phase-in of a 34% reduction in the Class 5, 
Light Industry tax rate over three years to a target tax rate of approximately 
$16.97; and 
 
THAT the tax rate reduction to be phased-in 20% in 2013, 5% in 2014 and 9% in 
2015 subject to annual review of the progress of new development within the 
Class 5, Light Industry property class. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
BUSINESS 

 
Director of Finance and Information Technology 
 
4. Development Cost Charge Expenditure Bylaw No. 7579, 2013 
 (Bylaw No. 7579, 2013) 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Development Cost Charge Expenditure Bylaw No. 7579, 2013, to ratify, confirm, 
and authorize a total expenditure of $323, 000 from the Development Cost Charge 
Reserve Fund, be forwarded to Council for three readings. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
5. Correspondence for Information 

Motion to receive the following correspondence: 
 

a) Salmonbellies History Book Committee letter dated January 9, 2013 
regarding the book “Salmonbellies vs. The World:  the Incredible Story of 
Lacrosses’s Greatest Team & Their Greatest Rivals”. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the correspondence dated January 9, 2013 be received. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 



January 21, 2013 Committee of the Whole Minutes Page 8 
Doc #374930   
 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
No items. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 5:01 pm. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
 

      
WAYNE WRIGHT  JAN GIBSON 
MAYOR  ACTING CORPORATE OFFICER 
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COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

December 10, 2012   3:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber, City Hall 

PRESENT: 
Mayor Wayne Wright 
Councillor Jonathan Coté 
Councillor Bill Harper 
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy 
Councillor Betty McIntosh 
Councillor Chuck Puchmayr 
Councillor Lorrie Williams  
 
STAFF: 
Mr. Paul Daminato  - City Administrator 
Mr. Rick Page  - Corporate Officer/Director of Legislative Services 
Mr. Dean Gibson  - Director of Parks, Culture and Recreation 
Mr. Gary Holowatiuk  - Director of Finance & Information Technology 
Mr. Jim Lowrie  - Director of Engineering Services 
Ms. Lisa Spitale  - Director of Development Services 
Ms. Jan Gibson  - Assistant Corporate Officer 
Ms. Stephanie Lam  - Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 3:30 pm. 
 
ADDITIONS / DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the agenda be amended as follows: 
• Adding to correspondence: 

o 24c – Metro Vancouver correspondence dated December 5; 
o 24d – Metro Vancouver correspondence dated November 30; 

• New item 25 – Use of City Sign Locations for Community Organizations; 
• New Item 26 – Coal port at Fraser River Docks; 
• New Item 27 – Community Announcements. 

  

Item 1 
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ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
1.  Motion to receive and adopt the minutes of a special meeting of Council in Committee 

of the Whole held November 13, 2012 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the November 13, 2012 Committee of the Whole minutes be adopted. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

2.  2013 City Partnership Grants 
(tabled at the Regular Meeting of Council Working Session held December 3, 2012) 
 
Procedural Note:  Councillor McIntosh declared a conflict of interest and exited the 
meeting at 3:43pm. 
 
Council noted that the Massey Theatre Society was granted an advance of funds earlier in 
the year, and questioned if the advanced payment has been deducted from the 2013 grant. 
Staff confirmed that the calculations have been done. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council approve the 2013 City Partnership Grants, outlined in Attachment 
1 of the report dated December 3, 2012. 
 
THAT the membership of the Grant Review Panel be amended by: 
Replacing one of the Parks and Recreation representatives with the Senior Social 
Planner. 
 
THAT staff review the City’s Partnership Grants with respect to all the festivals in 
the City, and that the review include public consultation for groups to provide 
their input on how the City addresses grants for festivals.  

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
Procedural Note: Councillor McIntosh re-entered the meeting at 3:45pm. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Note: Council members may adopt in one motion all recommendations appearing on the 
Consent Agenda or, prior to the vote, request an item be removed from the Consent Agenda for 
debate or discussion, voting in opposition to a recommendation, or declaring a conflict of 
interest with an item. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the items 4 through 10, and 13 through 15, be removed from the consent agenda. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED AND CARRIED 
THAT the remaining consent agenda items be approved. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
Director of Development Services 
 
3. The Anvil Centre – Update and Progress Report 

The report dated December 10, 2012 providing an update and progress report regarding 
various aspects of the Anvil Centre project in Downtown New Westminster. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the report dated December 10, 2012 from the Director of Development Services be 
received for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

11. 260 Ewen Avenue – Preliminary Report 
The report dated December 10, 2012 providing information to Council on these 
applications. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the report dated December 10, 2012 from the Director of Development Services be 
received for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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12. Delegation of Approval of Development Permits – Downtown East Area – 
Amendment to Development Approval Procedures Bylaw (Bylaw No. 7574, 2012) 
The report dated December 10, 2012 seeking authority for the delegation of development 
permits in the Downtown East area to the Director of Development Services. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council give three readings to Bylaw 7574, amending the Development Approval 
Procedures Bylaw to delegate the issuance of development permits in the Downtown East 
area to the Director of Development Services. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
16. Proposed Rezoning of 36 South Dyke Road – Preliminary Report 

The report dated December 10, 2012 providing information to Council on the rezoning 
application. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Staff be directed to bring forward the rezoning application for 36 South Dyke 
Road for consideration by Council when the normal Staff and Committee review process 
is complete. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
Director of Engineering 
 
17. TransLink 2013 Bus Service Optimization 

The report dated December 10, 2012 providing Council with information regarding 
TransLink’s proposed 2013 Bus Service Optimization Plan which includes transit service 
changes in the City of New Westminster. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the report dated December 10, 2012 from the Director of Engineering be received 
for information; 
AND THAT Council endorse the recommendations as outlined in the report dated 
December 10, 2012 regarding C98 transit route, C98 service on Saturdays, and 555 
transit routes and direct staff to forward a copy of this report to TransLink. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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18. Water Utility Benchmarking Program – First Year Results 
The report dated December 10, 2012 presenting a summary of the first year (2010) results 
of the City’s water utility benchmarking program for information. 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council receive the report “Water Utility Benchmarking Program – First Year 
Results” for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

Director of Finance and Information Technology 
 
19. Living Wage Employer Status Update 

The report dated December 10, 2012 providing an update on the status of “Living Wage 
Employer”. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the report dated December 10, 2012 from the Director of Finance and Information 
Technology be received for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

Director of Legislative Services 
 
20. Adoption of Guidelines for the Residents’ Associations Forum 

The report dated December 10, 2012 clarifying the roles of the City and Residents’ 
Associations in maintaining communication and cooperation. 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the revised Guidelines for Residents’ Associations, as set out in the report dated 
December 10, 2012, be adopted. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

Director of Parks, Culture and Recreation 
 

21.  Dog Off-Leash Management Plan – Community Engagement Process 
The report dated December 10, 2012 outlining the intended community engagement 
process for the development of a dog off-leash management plan. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the report dated December 10, 2012 from the Director of Parks, Culture, and 
Recreation be received for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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Committee Recommendations 
 
22. Recommendation from the Family Court Committee. 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council approve the Family Court Committee’s request for $4500 to organize and 
plan a 2013 celebration for families in recognition of Family Day. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

23. Recommendation from the Multiculturalism Advisory Committee. 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council seek to implement the Safe Harbour Program in the City of New 
Westminster. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

REPORTS FOR ACTION 
 
No items. 
 
ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
4. Design Guidelines for Neighbourly Infill – Revised Workplan and Trial Study Area 

The report dated December 10, 2012 seeking endorsement of the Neighbourly Infill 
Design Guidelines: Small Lot Rezoning and Subdivision trial study work plan. Staff are 
also seeking direction regarding consideration of small lot rezoning applications in 
mainland neighbourhoods prior to completion of the proposed design guidelines. 
 
Lisa Spitale, Director of Development Services, introduced the report.  
 
Council spoke to the report and noted the following: 
• Concerns for existing pressure on the City’s heritage inventory; 
• Residents have expressed concerns for non-conforming residences; 
• New legislation was introduced to give home owners incentive to restore their 

homes; 
• When this report was brought forward previously, Council wanted to investigate 

how many homes fell into this category; 
• Would like to see a policy developed that is specific to areas that fall within 

walking distance of transit and have potential for small lot redevelopment; 
• Council requested staff investigate methods for identifying single family 

neighbourhoods that area specifically close to transit; 
• The intent of creating a policy would be for preserving the existing type of 

housing stock (heritage and non-heritage).  
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MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT staff investigate details for identifying specific Single Family properties located 
within walking distance of transit, and report the findings to Council at a future meeting. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

5. Proposed Amendments to the New Westminster Official Community Plan for the 
Development of 620 Salter Street and 702 Salter Street (Bylaw No. 7566, 2012) 
The report dated December 10, 2012 providing information in their consideration of this 
Official Community Plan amendment. 
 
Jim Hurst, Planner, provided an introduction to the report regarding the proposed OCP 
amendments for 620 and 702 Salter Street. 
 
Council questioned if the proposed application was brought forward to the Advisory 
Planning Commission; staff confirmed that the report has been reviewed by the 
Commission. 
 
With respect to 702 Salter Street, Council noted that issues surrounding density are 
currently being addressed in the development of the Queensborough Community Plan, 
and suggested the City not entertain increased density in areas not well served by transit. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT staff divide the proposed Official Community Plan amendment bylaw into two 
Bylaws. 
 
THAT staff bring back the proposed Official Community Plan amendment bylaw for 702 
Salter Street at the completion of the Queensborough Community Plan. 
 
THAT the Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw for 620 Salter Street be referred 
to Council for two readings. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

6. Proposed Rezoning of 702 Salter Street (Bylaw No. 7567, 2012) 
The report dated December 10, 2012 providing information in consideration of the 
rezoning application. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the report dated December 10, 2012 from the Director of Development Services be 
tabled to a future meeting of Council. 

CARRIED. 
Councillor McIntosh voted in opposition. 
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7. Stefanos Restaurant, 315 Columbia Street / Application to Extend Hours of Liquor 
Service 
The report dated December 10, 2012 providing information regarding an application from 
Stefanos Restaurant to extend its hours of liquor service from 12:00 am (midnight) to 
2:00 am, seven days per week. A copy of the application is provided as Attachment A to 
this report. 
 
Lisa Spitale, Director of Development Services, introduced the report. Discussion ensued 
and Council noted the following: 
• The City is supportive of small businesses; 
• Concerns that extending the liquor license would alter the intent of the 

establishment; 
• Over the past few years, this neighbourhood has become residential and continues 

to grow as such; 
• Permitting the extension would pose unfairness to the existing pubs in this area. 
 
Council noted that the establishment currently has a lounge, and questioned if the 
operations are the same as the restaurant. Keith Coueffin, Manager of Licensing and 
Integrated Services, advised that the lounge operates under the same license and hours as 
the restaurant. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
WHEREAS New Westminster City Council considered a staff report regarding an 
application from Stefanos Restaurant located at 315 Columbia Street to amend its Food 
Primary Liquor License by extending the hours of liquor service to 2:00 AM seven days 
per week; 
  
WHEREAS the applicant placed a sign in front of the business for 30 days and two 
newspaper notices providing details regarding the application inviting the public to 
submit comments to the City;  
 
WHEREAS the City received 31 correspondences opposing the application (including 24 
correspondences from nearby residents) and 1 supporting it; 
 
WHEREAS the parking lot and entrance at the rear of the restaurant face multi-
residential buildings and extending the establishment’s 
hours of operation will exacerbate the current noise impacts to nearby residences; 
  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
THAT New Westminster City Council does not approve the application from Stefanos 
Restaurant to extend its hours of liquor service to 2:00 AM seven days per week. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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8. Heritage Grant Recommendations for 2013  
The report dated December 10, 2012 seeking Council approval of the disbursement of 
grant funds for heritage initiatives through the Heritage Grant Program. 
 
Procedural Note: Councillor McEvoy declared a conflict of interest and exited the 
meeting at 4:18 pm. 
 
Vladmir Krasnogor, Heritage Grant Committee, spoke to the process of awarding grants, 
noting the difficulty of deciding where funds are allocated when there are many worthy 
applicants. 
 
With respect to the New Westminster Salmonbellies Lacrosse Team’s application, Mr. 
Krasnogor advised that as the team is primarily a commercial enterprise, the Committee 
felt residents would be able to support the team by purchasing the “Salmonbellies History 
Book”. The decision not to award the Team funds has no reflection on the value of the 
organization. 
 
With respect to the heritage foundation, Julie Schueck, Community and Heritage Planner, 
advised that the New Westminster Heritage Foundation awards funds up to 50% to assist 
residents in heritage preservation projects on their home. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT grant funding to support heritage initiatives in the amount of $25,000 be awarded 
as outlined in Appendix A of this report. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
Procedural Note: Councillor McEvoy re-entered the meeting at 4:24pm. 
 

9. 2013 Child Care Grant Program Recommendations for Council 
The report dated December 10, 2012 seeking Council’s acceptance and endorsement for 
the recommendations of the Child Care Grant Program Committee pertaining to child 
care grant recipients and amounts for the 2013 granting period. 
 
Procedural Note: Councillor Coté declared a conflict of interest and exited the meeting 
at 4:25pm. 
 
Julie Schueck, Community and Heritage Planner, spoke to the grant awarding process, 
and highlighted details of the report. Gary Holowatiuk, Director of Finance and 
Information Technology, advised that the Child Care grant is funded through Sunday 
parking revenue. Mr. Halowatiuk advised that over time, parking revenue has not been 
meeting the previous thresholds for the reserve fund; influences such as road closures to 
streets with parking meetings can affect the revenue. 
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MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council accept and endorse the recommendations of the Child Care Grant 
Program Committee pertaining to child care grant recipients and amounts for the 2013 
granting period. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
Procedural Note: – Councillor Coté re-entered the meeting at 4:31pm.  
 

10. Proposed Rezoning of 1016, 1020 and 1022 Fourth Avenue  
The report dated December 10, 2012 providing information to Council on the processing 
of this rezoning application. 
 
Bev Grieve, Manager of Planning, introduced the report and noted the following: 
 
• The New Westminster Design Panel (NWDP) has reviewed the application and 

put forth good comments and suggestions; 
• Staff have met several times to discuss the comments of the NWDP; 
• Livability is something that is evaluated when considering a rezoning application; 
• Initial concerns regarding the application included concerns regarding the limited 

side yard, parking, noting there is only one space per unit, and lack of natural light 
into the units; 

• Parking concerns were also conveyed to staff by the neighbourhood; 
• Many of the units are underground, which does not allow for proper lighting 

configuration; 
• The developer and architect would like to move forward with the existing 

proposal. 
 
Council requested clarification regarding the number of lots to be developed. Staff 
advised that there would be fifteen units. 
 
Council acknowledged the proposal as a purpose built rental, which supports the City’s 
housing policy.  
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT staff provide Council with the rezoning application for 1016, 1020, and 1022 
Fourth Avenue. 

CARRIED. 
Councillor McEvoy voted in opposition. 
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13. Development Permit Application for 555 Sixth Street and Adjacent City Right of 
Way – Preliminary Report 
The report dated December 10, 2012 providing preliminary information on the 
application. 
 
Jackie Teed, Senior Planner, introduced the report and noted the following: 
 
• By extending the plaza, an additional gathering space is created. The proposed 

spaced would be large enough to support the capacity of people from events such 
as Uptown Live; 

• Seating had been removed from the proposal, as the applicant reported they 
wished to reduce the number of loiterers in the area;  

• Loiterers potentially create a negative environment; as a result, seating was 
removed to discourage that type of use; 

• Seating can be added if the characteristics of the gathering place change over 
time. 

 
Council acknowledged the need for an upgrade to the plaza, noting the proposal provides 
opportunity to upgrade the design, lighting, and finish. It was noted the space could 
consider hosting public art for the community to enjoy. 
 
Council spoke to pedestrian traffic, and expressed concerns regarding the crosswalk 
safety in the area. In addition to crosswalk concerns, Council spoke to the absence of 
seating in the proposal noting many individuals, some of which are senior citizens, utilize 
the seating as a place of rest.  
 
With respect to parking, Council spoke to the patrons who utilize the drugstore in the 
plaza, and expressed concern for the lack of accessible parking on site. It was suggested 
one of the metres be converted to a handicap parking metre. 
 
Council directed staff to investigate concerns regarding seating, statistics regarding 
loiterers in the area, and pedestrian safety, and report the findings to Council. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the report dated December 10, 2012 from the Director of Development Services be 
received for information; 
 
THAT staff request a report from the Police Department regarding the activity generated 
in this area over the past two years. 
 
AND THAT staff examine the realignment of parking metres and loading bays, safety 
considerations at the crosswalk, and the installation of outdoor seating areas and public 
art on the subject property with the property owner. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 



December 10, 2012 Committee of the Whole Minutes - DRAFT Page 12 
Doc #350339   

14. Development Permit Application for 200 Royal Avenue (St. Mary’s School Site) – 
Report for Information  
The report dated December 10, 2012 providing Council with information regarding a 
Development Permit application received for 200 Royal Avenue to allow construction of 
an elementary school. 
 
Lisa Spitale, Director of Development Services, introduced the report and noted the 
following in response to comments of Council: 
• The proposal has been brought forward to the New Westminster Design Panel 

(NWDP), who acknowledge the design potential (chain-link, wood, etc.) for the 
school fence; 

• Staff is working collaboratively with the NWDP and the School Board (through 
the joint City/School Task Force) with respect to issues regarding design. All 
parties are cognizant of the budgetary limitations. 

 
Discussion ensued, and Council noted the following: 
• Surprised that the site will be able to accommodate 500 individuals; 
• Fencing is not critical to the building itself unless there are safety concerns; 
• Would like to see construction commence in the Spring; 
• The site has been selected to provide rejuvenation and amenities to the 

community; 
• The design and interaction with the street should be welcoming for the 

community. 
 
Council requested further details regarding the proposed orchard on the site. Jackie Teed, 
Senior Planner, advised that the term “orchard” was used to define a grouping of multiple 
trees, noting the species of tree has not yet been determined. Council advised that an 
could be an opportunity for the City to acquire some of British Columbia’s oldest trees 
from Fort Langley.  
 
Council requested the report dated December 10, 2012 from the Director of Development 
Services be forwarded to the next joint City/School Task Force for consideration. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the report dated December 10, 2012 from the Director of Development Services be 
received for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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15. Development Variance Permit No. 551 for 221 Jardine Street  
The report dated December 10, 2012 advising Council of the application. 
 
Lisa Spitale, Director of Development Services, introduced the report. Dave Guiney, 
Senior Planning Analyst, referred to the staff concerns noted in the report, noting one of 
the recommendations to accommodate the need for variance was to reduce the number of 
units from eight to six. Mr. Guiney advised that the developer acknowledged staff’s 
suggestions; however, requested the report be brought forward to Council as presented. 
Staff suggested the report be tabled to a future meeting. 
 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the report dated December 10, 2012 from the Director of Development 
Services be tabled to a future meeting. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
24. Correspondence for Information and Action: 
 

a) Jenny Kwan, Member of the Legislative Assembly for the Province of  British 
Columbia correspondence dated November 26, 2012 regarding the status of 
Canada-European Union Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement 
(CETA) negotiations.  
 
Council spoke Ms. Kwan’s concerns regarding drinking water, as noted in the 
letter dated November 26, 2012, and acknowledge that there could be potential 
impacts to the City. Council advised they would like to receive an extensive 
analysis on the issues highlighted in the correspondence. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the correspondence referred to staff for consideration and response. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
b) Sapperton Old Age Pensioner’s Association correspondence dated December 

5, 2012 seeks Council approval to redirect a portion of their awarded 2012 
grant money for building repair to an alternate building improvement 
project. 
 
Council advised that the Sapperton Old Age Pensioner’s Association’s request for 
funds would allow refurbishment of the building’s exterior. 
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MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the correspondence be received; 
 
AND THAT Council approve the request to redirect a portion of their awarded 
2012 grant money for building repair to an alternate building improvement 
project. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

c) Metro Vancouver, correspondence dated December 5, 2012, regarding 
Labour Relations Service Bylaw No. 1182, 2012 
 
Staff will report back in the new year. Council has not yet consented, and will 
consider in the new year with the staff report. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the correspondence be referred to staff for consideration and response. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
 Correspondence for Information: 

 
d) Metro Vancouver, correspondence Dated November 30, 2012 regarding “A 

Metro Vancouver Position Paper on Bill S-8: The Safe Drinking Water for 
First Nations Act” 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the correspondence be received for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
25.  Use of City Sign Locations for Community Organizations 

 
Council spoke to a recent report received from the Director of Parks, Culture, and 
Recreation, outlining details of four City locations used by local sporting groups to post 
their signage. Council advised that the original intent for permitting such signage was to 
benefit local sports groups, and supported the idea of not-for-profits utilizing the sign 
space providing the sports groups continue to be given priority in posting. Council 
acknowledged the benefits for allowing local sports groups and not-for-profits to display 
their signage, and suggested staff investigate the installation of semi-permanent structures 
at these locations for this purpose, and to report the findings to Council.   
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MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT staff bring back a report regarding the four signage locations previously 
identified. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
26. Coal Ports – Councillor Harper 

 
Councillor Harper expressed concerns regarding the recent Port Metro Vancouver 
proposal for the installation of a coal port at the Fraser Docks, and suggested an internal 
review regarding the impacts of the proposal be conducted. Council spoke to the 
importance of ensuring a public process is conducted as there will be many negative 
impacts to the City. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT a letter be sent to the Chair of Port Metro Vancouver opposing the installation of a 
coal port at the Fraser Docks until a comprehensive environmental review and full public 
consultation has been conducted; 
 
AND THAT Port Metro Vancouver be requested to make a presentation to City Council 
regarding the proposal. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
27. Community Announcements – Councillor Coté 

 
Council acknowledged that there has been no opportunity for members of the public to 
make announcements on evenings which Public Hearings have been scheduled. Council 
acknowledged the statutory requirements surrounding Public Hearing notification, and 
requested staff investigate options for inclusion of “Community Announcements” on the 
agenda and report the findings at a future meeting.  
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT staff investigate adding “Community Event Announcements” on the Public 
Hearing Agenda. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 5:27 pm. 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
      
WAYNE WRIGHT  RICHARD PAGE 
MAYOR  CORPORATE OFFICER 
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