
 
 

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

January 26, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber, City Hall 

 
MINUTES 

PRESENT: 
Mayor Jonathan Coté 
Councillor Bill Harper 
Councillor Patrick Johnstone 
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy 
Councillor Chuck Puchmayr 
Councillor Mary Trentadue 
Councillor Lorrie Williams 
 
STAFF: 
Ms. Lisa Spitale  - Chief Administrative Officer 
Ms. Jan Gibson   - City Clerk 
Mr. G. Dean Gibson  - Director of Parks, Culture and Recreation 
Mr. Gary Holowatiuk - Director of Finance & Information Technology 
Mr. Jim Lowrie   - Director of Engineering Services 
Ms. Bev Grieve   - Director of Development Services 
Ms. Jackie Teed  - Manager of Planning 
Mr. Blair Fryer  - Manager of Communications and Economic Development 
Ms. Ruby Campbell  - Community Projects Coordinator 
Mr. John Stark  - Senior Social Planner 
Ms. Stephanie Lam   - Council and Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. 

 
ADDITIONS / DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT be amended by: 
• Adding new item 16 – Metro Vancouver Transportation and Transit Referendum – 

Updated Action Plan and New Westminster “Vote Yes” Coalition Development;  
• Adding new item 17 – Lower Mainland Local Government Association 

Recommendations   
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CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
The Consent Agenda - Council members may adopt in one motion all recommendations 
appearing on the Consent Agenda or, prior to the vote, request an item be removed from 
the Consent Agenda for debate or discussion, voting in opposition to a recommendation, 
or declaring a conflict of interest with an item. 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT items  6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 be removed from the consent agenda. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the remaining consent agenda items be approved. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

  
ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
1.  MOTION to adopt the minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting held: 
 a. January 12, 2015 
 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the January 12, 2015 Committee of the Whole minutes  be adopted. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
2.  No Items 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
3. No Items 
 
REPORTS FOR ACTION 
 
4. No Items 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Interdepartmental 
 
5. Heritage Grant Recommendations for 2015 
 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT grant funding in the amount of $25,000 to support heritage initiatives for 
2015 be awarded for the Heritage Grant Program applications as outlined in this 
report. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
8. 2015 Amateur Sport Fund Committee Recommendations 
 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT $32,000 in grants for amateur sport development be approved as 
recommended by the Amateur Sports Fund Committee and outlined in this report, 
and 
  
THAT changes to the Amateur Sport Fund Terms of Reference as outlined in this 
report be approved. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

Director of Development Services 
 

13. Proposed Rezoning of 328 Holmes Street from (RS-1) to (RS-5) to Permit 
Subdivision into 2 Lots – Preliminary Report 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council direct staff to take no further action in processing the application 
until such time as neighbourhood consultation and research for the upcoming 
Official Community Plan has been completed and a determination made as to 
appropriate approaches to neighbourhood infill. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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Director of Engineering Services  
 
14. Port Royal Phase 6 Proposed Land Exchange 
 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT proposed property line adjustment between Port Royal Village 
Developments (Phase 6) and the City’s foreshore pedestrian walkway as shown in 
the report dated January 26, 2015 be approved; and, 
 
THAT the Mayor and City Clerk be authorized to sign the land exchange 
documents. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Procedural Note: Mayor Coté and Councillor Trentadue declared a conflict of interest 
and exited the meeting at 3:15pm. Councillor Williams assumed the Chair. 
 
6. 2015 Child Care Grant Program Committee Recommendations 
 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council accept and endorse the Child Care Grant Program Committee 
recommendations pertaining to child care grant recipients and amounts for the 
2015 granting period. 
 
THAT Council endorse the Child Care Grant Program Committee 
recommendation to revise the terms of reference for this grant program for the 
purpose of enabling any unallocated funds in a given grant year to be used for 
education and training purposes for child care providers, with an emphasis on 
special needs. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
Procedural Note: Mayor Coté and Councillor Trentadue returned to the meeting at 
3:16pm. Mayor Coté resumed as Chair.  
 
Councillor Johnstone declared a conflict of interest and exited the meeting at 3:16pm. 
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7. 2015 Environmental Grant Program Recommendations 
 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council upon recommendation of the Environment Advisory Committee 
approve grant funding in the amount of $20,000 for community-based 
environmental projects. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
Procedural Note: Councillor Johnstone returned to the meeting at 3:17pm.  
 
9. 2015 Community Grant Recommendations 

 
Dean Gibson, Director of Parks, Culture, and Recreation, summarized the report 
dated January 26, 2015 and provided clarification to Council with respect to rental 
fees.  
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT “Royal City Volunteers c/o Fraser North Community Volunteer 
Connections Society” (item 21) be considered separately from the list of 2015 
Community initiatives (Appendix A of the staff report dated January 26, 2015); 
 
THAT grant funding to support the remaining items noted in Appendix A be 
awarded. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
Procedural Note: Councillor McEvoy declared a conflict of interest and exited the 
meeting at 3:22pm. 
 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the proposed grant funding for “Royal City Volunteers c/o Fraser North 
Community Volunteer Connections Society” (item 21 as outlined in Appendix A of 
the staff report dated January 26, 2015), be awarded. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

Procedural Note: Item 11 was considered following item 9. Councillor McEvoy 
returned to the meeting at 3:23pm. 
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11. 2015 City Partnership Grant Request 
 
Gary Holowatiuk, Director of Finance and Information Technology, summarized 
the report dated January 26, 2015.  
 
Council posed questions regarding item 4 – Hyack Festival Association, and Mr. 
Holowatiuk provided the following information: 
 
• With respect to the Hyack Festival Organization’s application, staff advised 

that the requested funding would be used to provide the float with a major 
upgrade. If the grant is approved, members of Council suggested that the 
“City of New Westminster” be clearly displayed on the float. Staff clarified 
that the City owns the platform, truck, and trailer used to pull the float; 

• With respect to Hyack’s request, it was reported that of the $55K request, 
the application reported that $15K would be allocated to the float and the 
remaining $40K would be allocated towards the organization’s 
administration; 

• Cost recovery procedures (reimbursement upon receipts) are not required of 
all grant recipients.  

 
Moving forward, Council suggested that item 4 be referred to the City’s Festival 
Grant Committee. 
 
Discussion continued, and staff requested further clarification with respect to the 
grant request for item 5 – the Fraser River Discovery Centre (FRDC). It was 
noted that the facility has been provided by the City at no cost under a lease 
agreement, and Council questioned if the grant request was to assist with 
operational costs. Members of Council noted that the FRDC has made 
presentations to Council regarding their ongoing work and projects, adding that 
appropriate staffing and expertise is required in order to properly carry out 
projects. 
 
Moving forward, staff advised that details regarding the FRDC lease agreement 
would be brought forward for information. 
 
Council discussed the proposed hotel tax in relation to item 3 – Tourism New 
Westminster. It was reported that the adopted hotel tax cannot be implemented as 
a majority of the hotels in the City must support the program. 
 
Council spoke to the importance of Tourism New Westminster, and suggested that 
the request for item 3 be approved for one year with the understanding that 

January 26, 2015 Committee of the Whole Minutes  Page 6 
Doc #650918   



funding awarded under the 2015 City Partnership Grant process will no longer be 
provided if the proposed hotel tax is implemented. 
 
Council discussed options for supporting the implementation of the hotel tax, 
including having a round-table discussion with the local hotels in order to provide 
information and clarity regarding the program. 
 
Council spoke to the request for item 1 – Arts Council New Westminster, and it 
was suggested that the grant be increased by $3, 000. 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the Tourism New West letter dated January 23, 2015 regarding the 2015 
City Partnership Grant and Status of the 2% Hotel Tax be received. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT, in reference to Attachment 1 of the staff report dated January 26, 2015, the 
following direction be approved: 
 
• The Hyack Festival Association’s Application (Item 4) be referred to the 

City’s Festival Grant Committee for consideration. 
• Tourism New Westminster (item 3) be awarded a grant of $100K for one 

year with the understanding that funding awarded under the 2015 City 
Partnership Grant process will no longer be provided if the proposed hotel 
tax is implemented.  

• The Arts Council of New Westminster’s be awarded with a City Partnership 
Grant of $31, 925; and,  

 
THAT the remaining 2015 City Partnership Grants, as presented in Attachment 1 
of the report dated January 26, 2015, be approved. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
Procedural Note: Item 10 was considered following item 11.  
 
10. 2015 Arts & Culture Grant Recommendations 

 
Dean Gibson, Director of Parks, Culture, and Recreation, summarized the report 
dated January 26, 2015.  
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Council spoke in support of the event “DocFest” and suggested that $500 from 
item 8 – the Maple Leaf Singers be reallocated towards item 9 – New West Film 
Society. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT New Westminster Symphony (item 13), as noted in Appendix A of the 2015 
Arts and Culture Grant Recommendations report dated January 26, 2015, be 
considered separately. 
 
THAT Appendix A of the 2015 Arts and Culture Grant Recommendations report 
dated January 26, 2015 be amended as follows: 
 
• The Maple Leaf Singers (item 8) recommended grant be reduced to $1000 
• The New West Film Society (item 9) recommended grant be increased to 

$2500; and, 
 
THAT Appendix A (excluding item 13) be approved as amended. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
Procedural Note: Councillor Williams declared a conflict of interest and exited 
the meeting at 3:55pm. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the Proposed 2015 Arts and Culture Grant for the New Westminster 
Symphony Society (item 13, as noted in Appendix A of the staff report dated 
January 26, 2015) be approved. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
Procedural Note: Councillor Williams returned to the meeting at 3:55pm. 
 
Councillor McEvoy declared a conflict of interest and exited the meeting at 
3:55pm. 

 
12. Homelessness Partnering Strategy Funding Cuts to Housing Outreach, 

Referral and Advocacy Programs in New Westminster 
 
John Stark, Senior Social Planner, summarized the report dated January 26, 2015 
regarding Homelessness Partnering Strategy Funding Cuts to Housing Outreach, 
Referral, and Advocacy Programs in New Westminster. 
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Discussion ensued and Council noted that upper level government funding cuts 
has negatively impacted economic and social programs in the City.  
 
Council spoke to the report recommendation and suggested that correspondence be 
sent to the Minister responsible for Housing, New Westminster Members of the 
Legislative Assembly, the New Westminster Members of Parliament, and the 
official opposition, with respect to the funding cuts. It was also suggested that 
members of Council meet with the Provincial and Federal Minister’s to discuss the 
impact of the funding cuts on the Community. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council direct staff to share information and hold discussions with the 
senior levels of government to explore alternative or new funding sources for 
housing outreach, referral and advocacy programs in New Westminster; 
 
THAT correspondence be sent to the Minister responsible for Housing, New 
Westminster Members of the Legislative Assembly, the New Westminster Members 
of Parliament, and the official opposition, with respect to the funding cuts; and,  
 
THAT City representatives meet with the Provincial and Federal Minister’s to 
discuss the impact of the funding cuts on the Community. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
Procedural Note: Councillor McEvoy returned to the meeting at 4:05pm. 
 
13. Proposed Rezoning of 328 Holmes Street from (RS-1) to (RS-5) to Permit 

Subdivision into 2 Lots – Preliminary Report 
 
Bev Grieve, Director of Development Services, and Jackie Teed, Manager of 
Planning, introduced the report dated January 26, 2015. Ms. Teed advised that the 
proposed recommendation was not intended to act as a moratorium, adding that all 
rezoning applications are brought forward to Council for consideration on a case 
by case basis. 
 
Discussion ensued and it was noted that subdivisions will be addressed in the 
upcoming Official Community Plan consultation process. Members of Council 
acknowledged that projects similar to the proposed application will be discussed; 
however, suggested that the City continue with the typical rezoning process. 
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MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council direct staff to proceed with the application through the typical 
rezoning process as outlined in the staff report dated January 26, 2015. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
Procedural Note: The meeting recessed at 4:20pm and reconvened at 4:25pm. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 
15. Correspondence for Information 

Motion to receive the following correspondence: 
 

a. Metro Vancouver letter dated January 7, 2015 regarding Progress Report on 
the 2011 Integrated Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Management Plan 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the correspondence dated January 7, 2015 be received for 
information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
16. Metro Vancouver Transportation and Transit Referendum – Updated Action 

Plan and New Westminster “Vote Yes” Coalition Development 
 
Blair Fryer, Manager of Communications and Economic Development, and Ruby 
Campbell, Community Projects Coordinator, introduced the on-table report dated 
January 26, 2015 titled “Metro Vancouver Transportation and Transit Referendum 
– Updated Action Plan and New Westminster “Vote Yes” Coalition 
Development”. 
 
Council spoke to the importance of supporting a “Yes” vote in the Metro 
Vancouver Transportation and Transit Referendum, and encouraged citizens to 
ensure they are registered to vote. 
 
Councillor Harper, Chair of the Residents’ Association (RA) Forum, announced 
that the RAs will be receiving a letter requesting that a resolution of support for 
the referendum be carried. It was noted that the RAs will also be encouraged to 
participate in the City’s coalition for a “Yes” vote. 
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MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council: 
• Endorse the updated Transportation and Transit Referendum Action Plan 

that promotes voter registration and encourages New Westminster 
residents to vote “Yes” in the referendum on the TransLink Mayors’ 
Council Vision and Investment Plan; and 

• Participate in and support a New Westminster coalition of stakeholders 
promoting the “Yes” vote. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

17. Lower Mainland Local Government Association Recommendations  
 
Councillor Puchmayr, President of the Lower Mainland Local Government 
Association (LMLGA) has called for municipalities to submit their resolutions to 
LMLGA for debate at the Annual General Meeting held May 6-8, 2015. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the City’s recent experience with the Province’s 
Dispute Resolution process. It was noted that Provincial Arbitrators do not need to 
provide reasoning when final judgments are made at the conclusion of a dispute. 
Council suggested that that a resolution regarding proposed improvements to the 
dispute resolution process be brought forward for discussion at LMLGA. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT staff develop a report and resolution for the Lower Mainland Local 
Government Association conference with respect to amending and improving the 
dispute resolution process. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 5:19pm. 
 
 
 
      
JONATHAN COTÉ  JAN GIBSON 
MAYOR  CITY CLERK 
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