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COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

February 13, 2012 - 3:15 p.m. 
Committee Room 2, City Hall 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT: 
Mayor Wayne Wright 
Councillor Jonathan Coté 
Councillor Bill Harper 
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy 
Councillor Betty McIntosh 
Councillor Chuck Puchmayr 
Councillor Lorrie Williams (arrived at 3:16 pm) 
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
Mr. Reece Harding  - Young Anderson Barristers & Solicitors 
 
STAFF: 
Mr. Paul Daminato  - City Administrator 
Mr. Rick Page  - Corporate Officer/Director of Legislative Services 
Mr. G. Dean Gibson  - Director of Parks, Culture and Recreation 
Mr. Gary Holowatiuk  - Director of Finance & Information Technology 
Mr. Eugene Wat  - Assistant Director of Engineering Services 
Ms. Lisa Spitale  - Director of Development Services 
Ms. Lynn Roxburgh  - Planning Analyst, Development Services 
Mr. Kristian Davis  - Supervisor, Solid waste & Recycling Branch 
Ms. Jennifer Lukianchuck - Environmental Coordinator, Engineering Services 
Ms. Stephanie Lam  - Committee Clerk 
Mr. Terry Dunlop  - Recording Clerk 
 
 Regular Council meeting called to order at 3:15 p.m. 
 
 Motion to adjourn to Committee of the Whole. 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council adjourn to a meeting as a Committee of the Whole with resumption of the 
regular meeting of Council immediately following the Committee of the Whole. 

CARRIED. 
All members of the Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the following item be added to the agenda: 

• Nomination to E-Comm Board of Directors, as Item 14 - New Business  
CARRIED. 

All members of the Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Note: Council members may adopt in one motion all recommendations appearing on the 
Consent Agenda or, prior to the vote, request an item be removed from the Consent Agenda for 
debate or discussion, voting in opposition to a recommendation, or declaring a conflict of 
interest with an item. 
 

MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT Council remove items 3,7, 8, and 9 from the Consent Agenda. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

Councillor Williams arrived at 3:16 pm 
 
** MOVED and SECONDED and CARRIED, this Committee recommends 
 THAT the following Consent Agenda item recommendations be approved: 
 
Director of Development Services 
 
1. Development Variance Permit 536 for Victoria Hill Signage  

Report dated February 13, 2012 requesting Council issue notice that it will consider a resolution to issue a 
development variance permit. 
 
THAT Council issue notice that it will consider a resolution to issue Development 
Variance Permit 536 to allow Signs 01, 05, 06, 08 and 10 from the ‘Victoria Hill Signage 
Proposal’, subject to Engineering approval following receipt of a detailed safety 
assessment and completion of a lease agreement for signage located on City property. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

2. Zoning Bylaw Amendment – Permitted Uses in Light Industrial Districts (M-1) 
Zone (Bylaw 7510, 2012) 
Report dated February 13, 2012 recommending Bylaw 7510, 2012 be given first and second reading. 
 
THAT Bylaw 7510, 2012 to amend the New Westminster Zoning Bylaw to refine the list 
of permitted uses in industrial districts be given first and second readings. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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4. Proposed Rezoning of 260 Twelfth Street, Calvary Worship Centre – Preliminary 

Report 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the report from the Director of Development Services dated February 13, 2012 be 
received for information. 

 CARRIED. 
All members of the Council voted in favour of the motion. 
 

5. 410 Columbia Street / Status of Remedial Action 
Report dated February 13, 2012 from the providing information to Council on this rezoning application. 
 
THAT the report from the Director of Development Services dated February 13, 2012 be 
received for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

6. Development Permit Application for Royal City Centre at 610 6th Street – 
Preliminary Report 
Report dated February 13, 2012 providing information regarding the status of the Remedial Action Order 
issued relating to the building located at 410 Columbia Street.  
 
THAT the report from the Director of Development Services dated February 13, 2012 be 
received for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

Director of Legislative Services 
 

10. Review of Guidelines for Resident’s Associations (Revised) 
Report dated February 13, 2012 presenting guidelines for Residents’ Associations to clarify the roles of the 
City and Residents’ Associations in maintaining communication and cooperation. 
 
THAT the revised Guidelines for Residents’ Associations, as set out in the Director of 
Legislative Services’ report, be approved and circulated to all Resident Associations for 
review and comment. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

Director of Parks, Culture and Recreation 
 

11. Arts Commission:  Bylaw Amendment (Bylaw 7511, 2012) 
Report dated February 13, 2012 from authorizing the appointment of one additional member from the 
community based arts sector (non profit) with a two-year term and one Special Advisor position for a two-
year term. 
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THAT Council proceed with First, Second, and Third Reading to amend the Arts 
Commission Bylaw No. 4367, 2009. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

REPORTS FOR ACTION 
 
Director of Development Services 
 
12. Multi Use Civic Facility / Liquor License Application 

Report dated February 13, 2012 providing information regarding the processing of the Liquor Primary 
Application being submitted for the new MUCF on Columbia Street. 
 

**        MOVED and SECONDED and CARRIED, this Committee recommends 
THAT the Liquor Control and Licensing Branch be notified the City will be “Opting 
Out” of the process to obtain public input and to provide a resolution regarding the 
Liquor Primary Application being submitted for the City’s new Multi Use Civic Facility. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

13. Affordable Housing Strategy Work Plan  
Report dated February 13, 2012 from seeking approval of the Affordable Housing Strategy Work Plan as 
outlined in this report.  
 
Comments from Council (responses shown in Italics) 
• A key element of the report is how we all move together to go forward. Pleased 

with appointment of liaison person; need to be ready to seize opportunity by 
identifying suitable city lands The federal government will announce funding for 
affordable housing but there is only a short window to apply.  Are we ready to take 
advantage of grants or lands?  The workplan is to be action-oriented.  Staff has 
looked at city-owned lands and the report is a starting point; a number of sites are 
either too small or not close enough to transit; however, staff will update that 
information to be readily available. 

• Re point 3 to identify and evaluate – the City should call all non-profits together 
and ask if they would take part in a workshop  It could fall under #3 or developing 
opportunities with Metro Vancouver and explore other ideas. Faith organizations 
have come forward but they have limited capital. A workshop would reveal how 
parties can work together. 

• The cost of building without federal or provincial funding assistance is prohibitive 
even when there is suitable land. It is also extremely difficult to find partnerships; 
the province has a shortfall of some 5,000 units per year. 

• Concerned with trend towards “renovictions” – how does the City guard against 
that? The challenges and limitations are in the Residential Tenancy Act; staff is 
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working with Metro Vancouver on preservation of rentals but the difficulty of 
extending [building] life- finding tools to balance is a challenge. 

• Can the City prevent buildings being deliberately run-down?  The City cannot 
address major upgrades but general cleanliness and other factors can be 
addressed. 

• Where is most of the non-market housing?  Aimed at most vulnerable populations. 
Richmond has a strategy for a non-market component in larger developments as a 
condition of rezoning.  In the US, it has become a civil rights issue; there is a Low 
Income Housing Credit – the US has a stronger history than Canada in the last 10 
years 

• There appears to be no incentive - do developers make money from affordable 
housing?  It could be, from experience in Richmond, but return on that is not 
known. Appears to be a focus on cities reducing fees – expectation is it would be 
offset by increased density; there are limitations under Community Charter. 

• Possibility of laneway housing should be considered to keep families together; need 
to look at pros and cons. 

• CP have equity share housing models been considered? Ontario, Calgary and SFU 
have a range of ideas for that, just below market.  It is a part of the strategy but 
primarily, rental is recommended, although equity share remains in the “menu.” 

 
Councillor Harper left at 4:23 pm 
 

• BC municipalities can still dialogue with the provincial government on 
affordable/rental housing; a profit can be made on building rental housing.  The 
measurement shows a difference of three years to profit from condominiums 
against 20 years for rental.  A reality is that whole areas have not yet been worked 
on in Canada.  Cities have been hesitant about the issue. New Westminster’s role 
will not be easy but the City has the talent and Council is on-board.   

 
Councillor Harper returned at 4:26 pm 
 

• There is a need to look at ways to keep families in cities and what can be done to 
make it more affordable for people. 

 
**        MOVED and SECONDED and CARRIED, this Committee recommends 

THAT Council approve the Affordable Housing Strategy Work Plan as outlined in the 
Director of Development Services’ report dated February 13, 2012.  

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
3. Revision of Parking Cash in Lieu Policy and Bylaws to Create Reserve Funds for 

Payments Received In-Lieu of Parking (Bylaw(s) 7506, 2012 & 7507, 2012) 
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Report dated February 13, 2012 creating two reserve funds that will allow the City to receive cash in-lieu of 
parking. 
 

**        MOVED and SECONDED and CARRIED, this Committee recommends 
THAT Council adopt the revised cash in-lieu of parking policy to be applied to all future 
Development Variance Permits and Comprehensive Development Zones that include a 
reduced number of parking stalls. 
 
THAT Council give First, Second and Third Readings to Bylaw No. 7506, 2012 to create 
an Alternate Transportation Reserve Fund; and 
 
THAT Council give First, Second and Third Readings Bylaw No. 7507, 2012 to formalize 
the Parking Cash in-Lieu Reserve Fund. 
 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
Director of Engineering 

 
7. 2011 Annual Solid Waste Report 

Report dated February 13, 2012 providing an update on the City’s curbside solid waste collection  
 
Comments from Council (responses shown in Italics) 
• Some residents have difficulty in reading the calendar.  Also, where there is a legal 

secondary suite, are the numbers of bins affected? When specific problems arise, 
staff tries to make personal contact with the homeowner or resident.  The City is 
now six weeks into the new collection system and the call volume has decreased 
significantly as people become better acquainted with it. 

• What does the City do to discourage Styrofoam and plastics from entering the 
waste system? Working with Metro Vancouver to reduce/eliminate non-recyclable 
packaging. 

• Does “Clean Green” go to a facility in Richmond for processing into a marketable 
product?   Yes. The compost produced is sold widely throughout lower mainland. 

• Concerned about disposal of small amounts paint, batteries and other toxics (e.g., 
single cans of paint not worth taking to a disposal facility). Can anything be done to 
collect small amounts on a more local basis? Possibly set up small collection 
facility – will look into options – possibly advertise for next year’s program. 

• Commercial recycling at River Market has been set up by vendors – would like to 
have promotion to expand that kind of separation of items, perhaps expand to local 
malls. 

• Do figures in the report relate only to Single Family dwellings? Yes.  It is difficult 
to provide figures for multi-family because most of that sector is privatized.  The 
City has pilot programs in a few buildings and is also working on multi-family 
organics disposal and hopes to implement a full multi-family program by the end of 
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the year. The commercial sector has a high recycling percentage, especially the 
office component but there is nothing that mandates full recycling. 

 
**        MOVED and SECONDED and CARRIED, this Committee recommends 

THAT the report from the Director of Engineering Services dated February 13, 2012 be 
received for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of the Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

8. 2012 Spring Freshet and Snow Pack Level 
Report dated February 13, 2012 from informing of the current snowpack conditions in the Fraser River 
Basin and flood related preparation for the anticipated freshet of 2012. 
 
Comments from Council (responses shown in Italics) 
• A member of Council cautioned that notwithstanding the mild winter conditions in 

the lower mainland area, the Upper Fraser regions report a snowpack that is 77% 
above normal. The City is not complacent and is preparing for a possible flooding 
event. Planning is underway and the public needs to be aware of the risks in low-
lying areas closed to the river. 

 
**        MOVED and SECONDED and CARRIED, this Committee recommends 

THAT the report from the Director of Engineering Services dated February 13, 2012 be 
received for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

9. New Westminster Local Air Quality Study 2009 - 2010 
Report dated February 13, 2012 informing Council of the results of a two-year air quality monitoring study 
conducted by Metro Vancouver in the City. 
 
Comments from Council (responses shown in Italics) 
• Will testing on Front Street be ongoing? Further monitoring could be conducted.  
• Is it possible to install fans below the parkade along Front Street?  Would this be 

effective and could Metro Vancouver be tasked with that? Do not know but Council 
might ask the Metro Vancouver delegation at the later regular meeting. 

• The Master Transportation Plan might be extended address air quality in the Front 
Street area. 

• The province or Metro Vancouver should be assisting in air quality mitigation. 
• Noise pollution is also a significant issue, especially from local railways. 

 
**        MOVED and SECONDED and CARRIED, this Committee recommends 

THAT the report from the Director of Engineering Services’ and Metro Vancouver’s 
report titled “2009-10 New Westminster Air Quality Monitoring Study” be forwarded to 
the Environment Advisory Committee, Neighbourhood Traffic Advisory Committee, 
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Master Transportation Plan Advisory Committee, and the Downtown Business 
Improvement Association for information; and  
 
THAT the report from the Director of Engineering Services dated February 13, 2012 be 
received for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

**        MOVED and SECONDED and CARRIED, this Committee recommends 
THAT Council recommend that Metro Vancouver have ongoing air quality monitoring 
on Front Street. 

 CARRIED. 
All members of the Council voted in favour of the motion. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
14. Nomination to E-Comm Board of Directors 
 

Citing his role as Chair of the Emergency Advisory Committee, members of Council 
nominated Councillor Chuck Puchmayr as the proposed joint representative on the E-
Comm Board of Directors.  Councillor Puchmayr accepted the nomination and there 
being no further nominees, it was 

 
**        MOVED and SECONDED and CARRIED, this Committee recommends 

THAT Council nominate Councillor Puchmayr as the proposed representative for the E-
Comm Board of Directors. 

 CARRIED. 
All members of the Council voted in favour of the motion. 
 
This information will be forwarded to the other North East Sector municipalities for 
comment and response. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
              
WAYNE WRIGHT       RICHARD PAGE 
MAYOR        CORPORATE OFFICER 
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