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REGULAR MEETING OF 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
February 13, 2012 7:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers 
City Hall 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT: 
Mayor Wayne Wright 
Councillor Jonathan Coté 
Councillor Bill Harper 
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy 
Councillor Betty McIntosh 
Councillor Chuck Puchmayr 
Councillor Lorrie Williams  
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
Mr. Reece Harding  - Young Anderson Barristers & Solicitors 
Ms. Julie Saxton  - Metro Vancouver 
Mr. Ken Reid   - Metro Vancouver 
Mr. Roger Quan   - Metro Vancouver 
 
STAFF: 
Mr. Paul Daminato  - City Administrator 
Mr. Rick Page  - Corporate Officer/Director of Legislative Services 
Mr. G. Dean Gibson  - Director of Parks, Culture and Recreation 
Mr. Gary Holowatiuk  - Director of Finance & Information Technology 
Mr. Jim Lowrie  - Director of Engineering Services 
Ms. Lisa Spitale  - Director of Development Services 
Mr. Frank Durante  - Building Inspector, Manager of Building Inspection 
Ms. Stephanie Lam  - Committee Clerk 
 
7:02 p.m. 
 Reconvene as Council in the Council Chamber. 

 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
1. Motion to adopt the minutes of the regular meeting of the City Council held 

February 6, 2012. 
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MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the minutes of the regular meeting of the City Council held February 6, 
2012 be adopted. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

PRESENTATION 
 
2. 2009-10 New Westminster Air Quality Monitoring Study– Julie Saxton, Ken 

Reid and Roger Quan, Metro Vancouver 
 
J. Saxton, provided a PowerPoint presentation titled “New Westminster Air 
Quality Monitory Study 2009-10”. 
 
Ms. Saxton provided background on the study informing 26 monitoring sites had 
been located throughout Metro Vancouver and the Fraser Valley Regional 
District, and for two years, New Westminster’s stations have been located at the 
Front Street Parkade, City Hall, Sapperton Park, and behind the UFCW building.  
 
Throughout this study, Metro Vancouver identified the following five key 
objectives: 
 

• To gain a better understanding of the magnitude and spatial extent of air 
pollutant concentrations in the vicinity of Front Street; 

• To gather baseline air quality data in advance of local development and 
transportation projects near Front Street;  

• To gain a better understanding of the impact of heavy duty motor vehicle 
emissions and other traffic-related emissions on the local air quality; 

• To compare the air quality conditions measured in the vicinity of Front 
Street and elsewhere in New Westminster with measurements from other 
communities in the Lower Fraser Valley; and  

• To explore the possibility and need for conducting air quality modeling to 
help identify and understand any neighbourhood-scale variability of 
pollutants. 

 
Ms. Saxton expanded on results of the study and on points noted in Metro’s 
November 2011 report.  
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Questions/Comments from Council (responses shown in italics) 
• As Sapperton is filled with many single-family dwellings containing 

fireplaces, could the smoke from paper and wood burning have an effect 
on air quality? It may have an effect. 

• Would Metro Vancouver offer any assistance in improving dispersion of 
poor air quality or are municipalities expected to make their own 
improvements? Metro Vancouver could not participate directly. A 
consultant could be retained and Metro Vancouver could assist with the 
modeling design. Metro Vancouver has the authority for air quality in the 
region, but cannot comment directly on the city structures. Part of the air 
quality control requirements are in the urban design guidelines to assist in 
ensuring this type of situation is mitigated from the start.  

• Can you comment on the effect of diesel trucks and trains? Diesel soot, 
also known as black carbon, from trucks and rail traffic could have had 
some potential impact.  

• We’ve often been told that rather using a better quality unit, companies 
choose older models, does this make a difference? Yes. Engines that are 
due to retire are still being used but moved to shorter trips. With regards 
to trucks – pre 1994 trucks need to be retrofitted to improve their emission 
standards.  

• Would you see putting a permanent monitoring station at Front Street a 
benefit to the City as that area has the highest number of pollutants? No, 
we believe additional monitoring at that location would not provide 
information that hasn’t already been captured from the study. If we were 
to have a permanent station, a site where there is more community wide 
representation would likely be considered. 

• With regards to Sapperton, would you say the industrial site closer to the 
river is causing some of the pollutants? The river wind can carry 
emissions from the industrial facilities located in that area. Although we 
are unaware of the impact, with those facilities being so close it would 
inevitably have some effect on the results.  

• With regards to finding an area for a permanent monitoring site, where 
would you look? We would further investigate an area such as Sapperton.  

• Why not go with Sapperton? It is close to the hospital, and traffic/boilers 
could have an impact on the results. It should  also be noted that the 
Sapperton readings are in line with other readings throughout Metro 
Vancouver. 

• Is the parkade structure a factor to the results due to the emissions being 
trapped under the roof? Yes, the basic science is that air contaminant is 
emitted and then dispersed. As it is dispersed it should reduce, but the 
parkade roof is like putting a lid on the emissions. 
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With regards to dispersion of emissions, dispersing would assist in the 
reduction of contaminated air, however, would not solve the issue. Three 
significant contributors to this issue are road trucks, marine vessels, and 
rail. We do not want to imply that improving dispersion will solve the 
issue, as there are a number of things that need to be done. 

• When test results are higher than what is hoped to be achieved, what does 
that mean for someone who is exposed to those areas all the time? What 
does it mean in terms of health effects? We are not health experts; 
however, we can refer results to the health authorities for response. When 
air quality objectives are set, they are set with health objectives in mind. 
In this case, we believe there is potential for harm to individuals exposed 
to higher concentrations and we would not want people exposed to this 
24/7. Fraser Health has been copied on this report.  

• At what point does Metro Vancouver actually issue health warnings? 
Metro Vancouver is not a health agency, but can release advisories when 
needed.  

• Do you know when Fraser Health might issue a warning? I believe those 
warnings would be sent to City of New Westminster staff for release. 

• Are there any other areas in Metro Vancouver that were similar to the 
Front Street parkade?  We have not investigated these sorts of areas 
throughout the region.  

 
Concerns were raised for the emissions produced during high traffic hours by 
trucks, trains, and vehicles through Queensborough heading to Highway 1. As 
the study confirmed that health is a concern for those regularly subjected to 
soot and contaminated air, it was suggested that reducing truck traffic in this 
area, perhaps by eliminating the designation of official truck route, be 
included in Metro Vancouver’s recommendations. 
 
Discussion continued relative to health issues for people spending time on 
Front Street and its surrounding areas, such as Westminster Pier Park and the 
Waterfront. Many of the businesses in that area have been struggling for 
years, and having an issue like this could deter citizens and shoppers from 
visiting those storefronts. Metro Vancouver informed that people spending 
time in those areas would likely have little issue, as Provincial best 
management practices believe pollution drops within short distances 
(approximately 150 meters), further, the exposure levels would not be the 
same in areas that did not have a rooftop/parkade structure.  

 
It was noted that truck traffic will be a problem with regards to the upcoming 
Pattullo Bridge project, and that these issues will have to be shared throughout 
the Lower Mainland. This study puts the City and Metro Vancouver on the 
same page with collectiveness in working together to mitigate this problem.  
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Mayor Wright thanked Metro Vancouver for their presentation regarding the 
Air Quality Monitoring Study. 
 

 
DELEGATIONS 
 
3. Open Delegations 

 
a) David Roppel, Aragon Properties Ltd, shared concerns regarding the 

proposed Queensborough Official Community Plan (OCP) in relation to 
Aragon Property’s Port Royal development in Area 6. Mr. Roppel 
clarified that contrary to staff’s February 6, 2012 report of 800 residents 
living in this area, there will be 2500 residents living in this development. 
After further review, discovered that the Area 6 was listed as an industrial 
area when in fact it is, and should remain, residential and suggested Area 3 
is more compatible to the qualifications listed for Area 6 in the report.  

 
Mr. Roppel asked if there would be a Public Hearing with regards to the 
proposed re-zoning. Staff informed the following steps would be taking 
place with regards to the re-zoning process: 
• Council Workshop to be held to provide updates on the project; 
• Community open house for the public to explore the project and 

ask questions/provide feedback; 
• Report the findings of the open house back to Council for further 

comment; and, 
• If at that time, there is enough information to proceed, a Public 

Hearing would be held with regards to the bylaw amendment. 
 

b) Geraldine Mercer, resident, expressed the need for sidewalk upgrades or 
replacements in the city, particularly on Second Street and on the West 
side of the street between Eight and Ninth Avenue. Ms. Mercer hopes 
there will be finances in the new budget to allow for these much needed 
improvements.  
 
Council asked staff to investigate Ms. Mercer’s concerns, and informed 
that although the budget for sidewalk upgrade is limited, work needs to be 
done to ensure safety for the pedestrians.  
 

c) Vladimir Krasnogor, resident, provided a written submission titled 
“Municipal Elections Political Campaign Signage Bylaw” and provided 
background and provided further detail to his proposal. Mr. Krasnogor 
stated the current bylaws discriminate against city electors who live in 
apartments and condominiums, and requested Council consider passing a 
bylaw to support these concerns.   
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Mr. Krasnogor also asked Council to support Vancouver City Council in 
passing a resolution requesting the Provincial government make changes 
to the BC Local Government Act. These resolutions were presented under 
the report “Increasing Fairness and Citizen Involvement in Municipal 
Elections” at the City of Vancouver’s Standing Committee of Council on 
City Finance and Services meeting held January 31, 2012. 
 
R. Page, Director of Legislative Services, informed that staff is checking 
with other municipalities on their Sign Bylaws, as the City of New 
Westminster is in the process of drafting a new one for adoption. With 
regards to the City of Vancouver’s resolutions, as they have special 
provisions under the Community Charter, Council would need to see the 
information and recommendations before providing support.  

 
d) Tony Antonias, Arts Commission, announced the Royal City Musical 

Theatre’s (RCMT) upcoming performance of “Hello Dolly”, being staged 
from April 12 – 28 at the Massey Theatre. Mr. Antonias presented a large 
poster of the show, described some of the highlights, and played audio 
clips of pieces to be performed in the musical. 
 
Council asked the status of the match grant fundraising; Mr. Antonias 
informed it is continuing with success, and reminded that donations to the 
RCMT will be matched up to a total of $25 000. 

 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
  
 Motion to receive the following correspondence for action: 
 
4.  The 24/7 Training Centre seeks a letter of reference from the City to support 

their application and proposal  for continuing funding for the Women In 
Trades Training program for the next fiscal year and beyond 
Councillor Puchmayr spoke in support of the program and the need to 
communicate the appreciation of youth who have found meaningful employment 
in the trades.  
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council provide a letter of reference to the 24/7 Training Centre with 
regards to the Women in  Trades Training Program. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

COMMITTEE MINUTES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
5.  Motion to receive and adopt the minutes of a meeting of Council in 

Committee of the Whole held February 6, 2012 
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MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council receive and adopt the Committee of the Whole minutes dated 
February 6, 2012.  

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

6.  Recommendations from Council in Committee of the Whole meeting held 
February 13, 2012: 
 
a) Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations (from Committee of the Whole, 

Feb. 6) 
 
THAT Council direct placement of a ledger in the foyer of City Hall for 
citizens to register their congratulations to Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth 
II on her Diamond Jubilee; and  
 
THAT Council authorize His Worship, Mayor Wayne Wright to send a 
congratulatory letter to Her Majesty on behalf of the citizens of the City of 
New Westminster; and further 
 
THAT staff be directed to explore purchase and placement of a 
commemorative Royal Oak tree in the city. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
It was suggested that when the ledger is complete, a copy be made and 
placed on display at City Hall which would be a positive contribution to 
the heritage of New Westminster. 

 
b) Development Variance Permit  536 for Victoria Hill Signage 
  

THAT Council issue notice that it will consider a resolution to issue 
Development Variance Permit 536 to allow Signs 01, 05, 06, 08 and 10 
from the ‘Victoria Hill Signage Proposal’, subject to Engineering 
approval following receipt of a detailed safety assessment and completion 
of a lease agreement for signage located on City property. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
c) Zoning Bylaw Amendment – Permitted Uses in Light Industrial 

Districts (M-1) Zone (Bylaw 7510, 2012) 
 

THAT Bylaw 7510, 2012 to amend the New Westminster Zoning Bylaw to 
refine the list of permitted uses in industrial districts be given first and 
second readings. 
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CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
d) Revision of Parking Cash in Lieu Policy and Bylaws to Create 

Reserve Funds for Payments Received In-Lieu of Parking (Bylaw(s) 
7506, 2012 & 7507, 2012)  

 
THAT Council adopt the revised cash in-lieu of parking policy to be 
applied to all future Development Variance Permits and Comprehensive 
Development Zones that include a reduced number of parking stalls. 
 
THAT Council give First, Second and Third Readings to Bylaw No. 7506, 
2012 to create an Alternate Transportation Reserve Fund; and 
 
THAT Council give First, Second and Third Readings to Bylaw No. 7507, 
2012 to formalize the Parking Cash in-Lieu Reserve Fund. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
e) Proposed Rezoning of 260 Twelfth Street, Calvary Worship Centre – 

Preliminary Report 
 

THAT the report from the Director of Development Services’ be received 
for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
f) 410 Columbia Street / Status of Remedial Action 

  
THAT the report from the Director of Development Services dated 
February 13, 2012 be received for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
g) Development Permit Application for Royal City Centre at 610 6th 

Street – Preliminary Report 
 

THAT the report from the Director of Development Services dated 
February 13, 2012 be received for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
h) 2011 Annual Solid Waste Report  

 
It was acknowledged that the findings in the report were very positive for 
the city and council, and one that can be built on in the future.    
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The issue of legal secondary suites was brought forward as a resident felt 
it was discriminatory to allow those owners an upsize of garbage. The 
resident was advised that anyone is permitted to have an additional 
recycling tote if they are willing to pay the higher utility fee.   
 
There are still resident concerns regarding markets using Styrofoam meat 
trays and families using disposable diapers. It was suggested that a 
member of Engineering staff attend “Baby Talk”, held Wednesdays at 
Centennial Community Centre as many New Westminster parents attend 
to discuss a variety of issues, including diaper disposal. 

 
THAT the report from the Director of Engineering Services dated 
February 13, 2012 be received for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
i) 2012 Spring Freshet and Snow Pack Level  

 
Councillor Puchmayr, Chair of the Emergency Advisory Committee, 
advised the city is aware of higher than normal snow packs in the Upper 
Fraser region, and there is still a potential for snow events for the next six 
weeks.  
 
Emergency modeling will be taking place at the beginning of next month 
in Queensborough, and the Committee will keep citizens posted with what 
systems are available for them.  
 
THAT the report from the Director of Engineering Services dated 
February 13, 2012 be received for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

j) New Westminster Local Air Quality Study 2009 – 2010  
 

THAT both reports be sent to the Environment Advisory Committee, 
Neighbourhood Traffic Advisory Committee, Master Transportation Plan 
Advisory Committee, and the Downtown Business Improvement 
Association for information.  
 
THAT Metro Vancouver have ongoing air quality monitoring on Front 
Street. 
 
THAT the report from the Director of Engineering Services dated 
February 13, 2012 be received for information. 

CARRIED. 
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All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
k)  Review of Guidelines for Resident’s Associations (Revised) 
  

Clarification was requested regarding the content and guidelines of the 
letter being sent to the Resident’s Association. Staff informed that the 
guidelines are available through the agenda package, and the letter setting 
the meeting date is being drafted. 
 
THAT the revised Guidelines for Residents’ Associations, as set out in the 
Director of Legislative Services’ report, be approved and circulated to all 
Resident Associations for review and comment. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
l) Arts Commission:  Bylaw Amendment (Bylaw 7511, 2012) 

 
THAT Council proceed with First, Second, and Third Reading to amend 
the Arts Commission Bylaw No. 4367, 2009. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
m)  Multi Use Civic Facility / Liquor License Application 
 

THAT the Liquor Control and Licensing Branch be notified the City will 
be “Opting Out” of the process to obtain public input and to provide a 
resolution regarding the Liquor Primary Application being submitted for 
the City’s new Multi Use Civic Facility. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
n)  Affordable Housing Strategy Work Plan 
 

THAT Council approve the Affordable Housing Strategy Work Plan as 
outlined in the Director of Development Services’ report. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
o)  Nomination for E-Comm Board of Directors 
 

THAT Council nominate Councillor Puchmayr as the representative for 
the E-Comm Board of Directors. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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p)  2012 Recruitment Update (from Closed Council Meeting, Feb 13) 

 
a. THAT Peter Goodwin be appointed to the Advisory Planning 

Commission for a one year term ending January 31, 2013; 

b. THAT Richard Spring be reappointed to the Down Town New 
Westminster Parking Commission for a one year term ending 
January 31, 2013; 

c. THAT the resignation of Terry Julian from the Library Board be 
accepted; and  

 THAT Peter McConville be appointed as Mr. Julian’s replacement 
to the Library Board for a term ending December 31, 2012; 

d. THAT Marvin Lemke be appointed as the Queens Park Residents 
Association representative to the Neighbourhood Traffic Advisory 
Committee for a one year term ending January 31, 2013; and 

e. THAT Jay Hiscox and Richard Vallee be appointed as the 
Architecture Institute of British Columbia representatives to the New 
Westminster Design Panel for a two year term ending January 31, 
2014. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
BYLAWS 
 
7. Bylaws coming forward from the Committee of the Whole meeting held 

February 13, 2012: 
 

a) Alternate Transportation Reserve Fund (Bylaw No. 7506, 2012) 
 
THAT Alternate Transportation Reserve Fund Bylaw No. 7506, 2012 be read a 
first time. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
THAT Alternate Transportation Reserve Fund Bylaw No. 7506, 2012 be read a 
second time. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
THAT Alternate Transportation Reserve Fund Bylaw No. 7506, 2012 be read a 
third time. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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b) Parking Cash in-Lieu Reserve Fund (Bylaw No. 7507, 2012) 
 
THAT Parking Cash in-Lieu Reserve Fund Bylaw No. 7507, 2012 be read a first 
time.  

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
THAT Parking Cash in-Lieu Reserve Fund Bylaw No. 7507, 2012 be read a 
second time.  

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
THAT Parking Cash in-Lieu Reserve Fund Bylaw No. 7507, 2012 be read a third 
time.  

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

c) Arts Commission:  Bylaw Amendment (Bylaw No. 7511, 2012) 
 

THAT Arts Commission Amendment Bylaw No. 7511, 2012 be read a first time. 
CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
THAT Arts Commission Amendment Bylaw No. 7511, 2012 be read a second 
time. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
THAT Arts Commission Amendment Bylaw No. 7511, 2012 be read a third time. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

b)  Zoning Bylaw Amendment – Permitted Uses in Light Industrial Districts  
(M-1) Zone (Bylaw 7510, 2012) 6680, 2001 
 
THAT Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 7510, 2012, to amend the New Westminster 
Zoning Bylaw to refine the list of permitted uses in industrial districts, be read a 
first time. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
THAT Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 7510, 2012, to amend the New Westminster 
Zoning Bylaw to refine the list of permitted uses in industrial districts, be read a 
second time. 
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CARRIED. 
 
 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
R. Page, Director of Legislative Services, announced the Public Hearing for 
Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 7510, 2012 will be held on Monday, March 26, 
2012 in the Council Chamber. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
  
 There was no unfinished business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 There were no new business items. 
 
REPORTS 
 
4. Council Members: 

 
Councillor McIntosh 

• Attended Parks, Culture and Recreation Appreciation volunteer dinner and 
expressed thanks;  

• Chaired Special Services Access Committee and discussed motivating 
positive street activities, safety around construction sites – particularly the 
overpass on Carnarvon Street near the quay. Pedestrians must be aware of 
traffic, and are wandering around without using crosswalks, unsafe area. 

• Attended Monarch Place fundraiser with the Rotary Clubs of New 
Westminster and Burnaby and participated in the silent auction. 

• Provided a reminder that the Farmer’s Market at the River Market is held 
the first Saturday of every month. The River Market is growing with more 
vendors, and anticipates the opening of Wally’s Burgers. 

• Provided an update on the status of her daughter, Lisa, informing that she 
has been diagnosed with Concussion Syndrome, and that her recovery has 
been slow and at this time has not returned to work.  

 
Councillor Puchmayr 

• Attended the Monarch Place fundraiser with the Rotary Clubs of New 
Westminster and Burnaby, which rose over $50, 000 at last year’s event, 
and purchased tickets to the Giants game during the silent auction. 

• Met with residents around Queensborough to discuss draining and 
pumping in the area, and will speak with Engineering staff to discuss 
issues between Queen Elizabeth School and the residents on Howe Street. 
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• Attended the dinner for volunteers from the Parks, Recreation, and Culture 
Department. Made reference to Shaya Sandhu, a young volunteer, who 
shared in a speech that she is enjoying the thrill of volunteering in the 
community as opposed to staying indoors and playing video games. 

Councillor Williams 
• Announced she and Jim Lowrie, Director of Engineering, travelled to 

Ottawa to receive The Brownfield Award, which will be formally 
announced at the next meeting of Council.  

• While in Ottawa, attended an amazing conference regarding Sustainable 
Community, which was about coming together and sharing ideas and best 
practices. Mr. Lowrie hosted a table at one of the lunches where he 
presented the City’s Sustainability Report Card which was developed by 
the Development Services Department. A sample of this report card was 
provided for comment to all that attended, as there were many individuals 
involved in Sustainability.  At the lunch, there was a speaker who spoke 
about planting trees, densification, bikes, light rail, and foods with regards 
to becoming self-sustaining, self-contained, and a complete community. 

• Visited the Canadian War Museum and was pleased to announce New 
Westminster’s “Wait for me Daddy” photo, which is noted as Canada’s 2nd 
most recognized photo next to the “Last Spike”, was on an entire wall for 
display, and also shared two books found at the museum containing the 
photo. Important to note that the location of the photo was not listed as 
Vancouver – it was listed as New Westminster. 

• Met with Mr. Peter Julian, MP, and Mr. Fin Donnelly, MP, for dinner at 
the House of Commons and had a good discussion of the Royal Canadian 
Mint and the Canada Post. 

Councillor Coté 
• Attended the Parks, Recreation, and Culture appreciation dinner and made 

note this dinner was to thank and recognize those that put in many hours 
into the sports organizations and other activities available to the 
community.  

• Informed of the many events that happen weekly at the River Market, and 
this past weekend it hosted a Craft Fair. 

• Announced the open house from the City for the Transportation Plan is 
happening on Tuesday from 2:30pm to 4:30pm. 

 Councillor McEvoy 
• Announced the Massey Theatre Performing Arts Centre Task Force will 

be meeting for the entire day on Saturday, February 18. 
• Advised the Environment Committee will be meeting to speak about solid 

waste issues. 
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• Informed the Community and Social Issues Committee will be meeting on 
February 28 and staff will be providing a presentation on affordable 
housing. 

• Acknowledged that the Master Transportation Plan has already received 
excellent consultation, and looks forward to the first meeting of the new 
Master Transportation Plan Advisory Committee. 

• Made mention that the award for Westminster Pier Park was 
acknowledged on news radio 1130. 

 
Councillor Harper 

• Chaired the Arts Commission meeting where the group discussed a 
number of items. Provided an update on the Cultural Capital of Canada 
and spoke to what could be taking place in the city if successful in the 
application, Canada Day Funding, and informed the Public Arts Advisory 
Committee report on “Policy Framework for Public Art” will be coming to 
Council in a few months. 

• Attended the Parks, Recreation and Culture volunteer dinner and 
acknowledged the appreciation of the volunteers. Thanked Dean Gibson 
and the staff who put on a great event.  

• Attended the Downtown Business Improvement Association Annual 
General Meeting and informed there was a presentation on the issue of 
“How to improve the retail component on Columbia Street”. Much interest 
and discussion on the study, and the study will be presented to Council 
soon.  

• Received bulletin today from the Union of British Columbia 
Municipalities regarding a Provincial Government issue to review 
“municipal taxation and local government revenue”.  
The bulletin states that an “expert panel”, consisting of the Chancellor of 
the University of British Columbia (UBC), Chief Financial Officer of 
Gold Corp., Canadian Federation of Independent Business (whose 
objective is to reduce taxes no matter where they are), Managing partner 
of KPMG, Managing partner of Ernst and Young, Vice President of 
Academics at UBC, and a Former Deputy Minister, will be assembled to 
review the impacts on BC businesses of the Municipal Taxation Policy. 
He noted there is no representation from a municipality, of any kind, on 
the panel. One of the keystones of the policy is the investment issues of 
affordability and sustainability within the framework of the Community 
Charter.   
Councillor Harper noted concerns with regards to the bulletin, informing 
that the policy will affect residents across the province. It is anticipated the 
Provincial Government is moving quickly on this issue so that it may be 
brought forward to the Fall session of the legislature. 
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Further information with regards to this issue will be brought forward at a 
future Council meeting. 
 

Mayor Wayne Wright 
• Proclaimed the following in the City: 

o February 20 – 26, 2012 as Heritage Week 
o March 2012 as Community Social Services Awareness Month 
o March 2012 as Embrace Aging Month 

• Met with Cori Lynn Germiquet, New Executive Director of New 
Westminster Chamber of Commerce  

• Cheryl Ries, Branch Manager VanCity, Uptown 
• Brought greetings and congratulations to Parks Appreciation Dinner, 

Century House  
• Read to children 5 years old at the Core Education and Fine Arts Program 
• 14th Annual “To the Heart of the Matter”, Inn at the Quay 
• Announce that the City has won a National Sustainable Communities 

Award for Westminster Pier Park.  The Sustainable Communities Awards 
recognize municipal environmental projects across Canada that 
demonstrate excellence in environmental responsibility. The FCM 
presents awards in nine categories at its annual Sustainable Communities 
Conference and Trade Show. New Westminster won in the Brownfields 
category for its work to transform Westminster Pier Park from a 
contaminated brownfield to a beautiful waterfront park. Councillor Lorrie 
Williams and Jim Lowrie, Director of Engineering accepted the award at a 
ceremony in Ottawa, February 8, 2012. 

 
NEXT MEETING 
 
Monday, February 20, 2012 
 
Proposed Regular Meeting of Council Working Session commencing at 1:00 p.m. in 
Committee Room No. 2, 2nd Floor, City Hall; Regular Council at 6:00 p.m. in Council 
Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall. 
 
Opportunity to Be Heard 
 
• DVP 528 for 414 – 422 Royal Avenue 
• DVP 532 for 311 Johnston Street 
• DVP 534 for 131 East Columbia  
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R. Page, Director of Legislative Services announced the Budget Presentation and 
Presentation of an award would be taking place at this meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting adjourned at 9:29 p.m. 
 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
             
WAYNE WRIGHT       RICHARD PAGE 
MAYOR       CORPORATE OFFICER 
 
 


	MOVED and SECONDED

