
 
SPECIAL COUNCIL 

IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

April 28, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber, City Hall 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT: 
Mayor Wayne Wright 
Councillor Jonathan Coté 
Councillor Bill Harper 
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy 
Councillor Betty McIntosh 
Councillor Lorrie Williams 
 
ABSENT: 
Councillor Chuck Puchmayr 
 
STAFF: 
Mr. Jim Lowrie   - Acting CAO / Director of Engineering Services 
Ms. Jan Gibson   - Acting Corporate Officer/Director of Legislative Services 
Mr. G. Dean Gibson  - Director of Parks, Culture and Recreation 
Ms. Bev Grieve   - Director of Development Services 
Mr. Gary Holowatiuk - Director of Finance & Information Technology 
Ms. Stephanie Lam   - Council and Committee Clerk 
 
GUESTS: 
Miriam Blume  - Vancouver Biennale 
Ammar Mahimwalla  - Vancouver Biennale 
Barrie Mowatt  - Vancouver Biennale 
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:07 p.m. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
2:00 PM 
 
1.  Vancouver Biennale, Barrie Mowatt, President, Miriam Blume, and Ammar 

Mahimwalla, Vancouver Biennale 
a. Staff Report:  Public Art Advisory Committee Recommendation 

regarding Vancouver Biennale 
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b. Draft Minute Extract:  Committee of the Whole – April 14, 2014 
c. Draft Minute Extract:  Regular Council Meeting – April 14, 2014 

 
Rob McCullough introduced Miriam Blume, Ammar Mahimwalla, and 
Barrie Mowatt (the Presenters) from the Vancouver Biennale. The 
presenters acknowledged Council’s comments from the April 14, 2014 
meeting, provided a PowerPoint presentation, and provided the following 
comments: 
 
• New Westminster is an important “anchor” location to the 

Vancouver Biennale exhibition; 
• Public Art often strikes controversy and debate, noting that “A-

maze-ing Laughter” featured in Vancouver was met with resistance; 
however, has transformed to become a destination of merit in the 
Community; 

• The Resende piece hopes to deliver an awe-inspiring experience to 
the City; 

• It was reported that public school teachers may not have the 
resources to update the curriculum with lessons regarding 21st 
century art, adding that there are various lessons which art can be 
utilized as a catalyst for learning; 

• It was noted that the Resende piece could be a cultural asset for 
the City. 

 
Discussion ensued, and the Presenter’s provided the following information 
in response to Council’s questions and comments: 
 
• Resende’s view for the proposed contemporary piece was inspired 

by everyday reality, noting that shipping containers acts as a 
transition between the past, the present, and the future. The work 
hopes to inspire the community with everyday reality; 

• With respect the rust of the containers, it was noted that rust adds 
an element of character and value to the installation. It was noted 
that the piece will be rustic in design, but will not rust as it will be 
covered by a protective coating; 

• Following the Biennale event, most of the installations will return to 
the artists. It was noted that the Biennale hopes to keep a piece as 
a legacy work in each city; 

• The Biennale’s gallery consists of the participating cities in the 
lower mainland; 

• The Biennale’s outdoor gallery is similar to rotating and temporary 
exhibits in museums and galleries; 

• Temporary exhibitions provide an attraction to New Westminster; 
• Artists utilize the Biennale as a gateway to enter the Western art 

scene; 
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• The piece is proposed to be located at the eastern end of the 
Timbre Wharf; 

• Each container is 40 feet long, and would stand approximately 30 
feet in height; 

• If approved, annual maintenance and inspections would be 
required of the proposed Resende piece; 

• The Biennale would be responsible for the cost of maintaining the 
installations during the event. If an installation were to remain in the 
City following the event, the City would be responsible for the 
maintenance; 

• If approved, the installation process would commence in 
September 2014; 

• Regardless of a viewer’s artistic interpretation of the Resende 
piece, the installation proposes to act as a piece of art history that 
changes the nature and economy of the City; 

• The Vancouver Biennale features a mobile application that allows 
viewers to access information onsite regarding the public artwork. 

 
Discussion ensued regarding the Resende piece (the Piece), and the 
following comments were noted: 
 
• The Piece could be viewed as a celebration of industrial heritage; 
• Concerns were expressed regarding the potential safety risks of the 

Piece; 
• The Community may not be receptive to featuring shipping 

containers at Westminster Pier Park, noting that the subject of 
trucks and shipping containers has been a controversial matter in 
the City. 

 
Staff advised that the City’s structural assessment reports have been 
provided to the Vancouver Biennale engineers; however, added that if the 
installations are approved, that the City engineers would be required to 
conduct an inspection. 
 
Moving forward, Council questioned if the City could participate in the 
Vancouver Biennale by approving two of the proposed three installations. 
The Presenters advised that the City must commit to all three proposed 
installations in order to participate in the Vancouver Biennale. 
 
As members of Council were absent from the meeting, it was suggested 
that the matter be deferred to the next meeting. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the Vancouver Biennale be deferred to the next meeting of Council. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 3:08 p.m. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
      
WAYNE WRIGHT  JAN GIBSON 
MAYOR  ACTING CORPORATE OFFICER 
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