
 
 

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

October 6, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. 
Council Chamber, City Hall 

MINUTES 
PRESENT: 
Mayor Wayne Wright 
Councillor Jonathan Cote 
Councillor Bill Harper 
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy 
Councillor Betty McIntosh 
Councillor Chuck Puchmayr 
Councillor Lorrie Williams 
 
STAFF: 
Ms. Lisa Spitale  - Chief Administrative Officer 
Ms. Jan Gibson   - Acting Corporate Officer/Director of Legislative Services 
Mr. G. Dean Gibson  - Director of Parks, Culture and Recreation 
Mr. Gary Holowatiuk - Director of Finance & Information Technology 
Mr. Jim Lowrie   - Director of Engineering Services 
Ms. Bev Grieve   - Director of Development Services 
Ms. Erika Mashig  - Parks and Open Space Planner 
Ms. Veronika Metchie - Acting Manager of Licensing and Integration 
Ms. Stephanie Lam   - Council and Committee Clerk 

 
GUESTS: 
Mr. Reece Harding  - City Solicitor 
Mr. Gordon Easton  - Managing Director, Colliers International Consulting 
Mr. Brent Toderian  - President, Urban Works 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:00am 
 
HEARING 
 
1. Appeal of Chauffeur Permit Denial (Mr. Jellali) 
 

Mayor Wright invited staff to introduce the report dated October 6, 2014. 
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Veronika Metchie, Acting Manager of Licensing and Integrated Services, and 
S/Sgt. Trevor Dudar summarized the report dated October 6, 2014 regarding the 
Appeal of Chauffeur Permit denial for Mr. Ouahid Jellali. 
 
Discussion ensued, and staff provided the following information in response to 
Council’s comments: 
 
• The federal blood alcohol limit is 0.08%; 
• There was no conviction of a criminal charge, and Mr. Jellali was issued a 

24 hour suspension; 
• There were two blood alcohol level tests issued approximately 17-20 

minutes apart; 
• Section 11 of the City’s Policy for issuing chauffeur licenses relates to 

driving prohibitions issued within two years of the date of application; 
• A letter was sent to Mr. Jellali advising him that his application was denied, 

and that he may re-apply in August 2015. 
 
Mayor Wright invited Mr. Jellali to ask questions with respect to the staff report. 
There were no questions. 
 
Mayor Wright invited Mr. Jellali to address Council, and Mr. Jellali advised that 
on the evening of his arrest, he: 
 
• Was out to dinner with his girlfriend, where they collectively consumed one 

bottle of wine; 
• Did not believe he was intoxicated; 
• Became upset when the Police Officer questioned his girlfriend; 
• Is requesting that Council grant his appeal, as the loss of his chauffeur 

license has denied him his income; 
• Conveyed medical issues that have been diagnozed since April 2014; 
• Advised that he has debts, including a mortgage, which must be addressed 

and the loss of income has affected his ability to make payments. 
 
Following Mr. Jellali’s presentation, discussion ensued and Council provided the 
following comments: 
 
• The New Westminster Police Department has denied Mr. Jellali’s 

application based on the breach of City guidelines; 
• The report notes that Mr. Jellali’s blood alcohold levels were 0.05% and 

0.06% which do not exceed the criminal code level; 
• It was suggested that the legislation would be in place to address higher 

blood alcohol levels if it was a concern to the upper levels of government; 
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• It was suggested that, based on the incident before Council, that Mr. Jellali 
is not a public safety risk; 

• Members of Council suggested that the blood alcohol level of Mr. Jellali at 
his time of departure from the restaurant could have exceeded the legal 
limit as the levels noted in the report were recorded within a two hour gap 
of the incident; 

• It was suggested that any level of alcohol in the blood can be significant. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the City Staff report dated October 6, 2014 be received for information as 
part of a statutory appeal pursuant to Section 36(7) of the Motor Vehicle Act.  
 
THAT Council overturn the Chief Constable’s decision to refuse to issue a 
Chauffeur’s Permit to Mr. Ouahid Jellali.  

CARRIED. 
Councillor McIntosh voted in opposition. 

 
Following the Appeal of Chauffeur Permit denial, Council expressed concerns 
with respect to the Motor Vehicle Act as it pertains to the consideration of 
chauffeur permit licenses. Members of Council suggested that the matter be 
brought forward to the joint Council and Police Board meeting for discussion. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
2. MOTION to adjourn the Council in Committee of the Whole and proceed to the 

closed meeting in Committee Room 2. 
 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the Committee of the Whole meeting be adjourned (10:44am). 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
3:00 PM 
 
RECONVENE TO COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 
3. MOTION to reconvene to Committee of the Whole at 3:00 p.m. in the Council 

Chamber. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the meeting be reconvened (3:02pm). 

CARRIED. 
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All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

ADDITIONS / DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the agenda be amended by adding: 
 
• New item 15 – The Anvil Centre and Office Tower Project Budget 
• New item 16 – Police Policy for Chauffeur License 
• New item 17 – Pedestrian Crosswalk at Stewardson Way 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
The Consent Agenda - Council members may adopt in one motion all recommendations 
appearing on the Consent Agenda or, prior to the vote, request an item be removed from 
the Consent Agenda for debate or discussion, voting in opposition to a recommendation, 
or declaring a conflict of interest with an item. 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT items 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13 be removed from the consent agenda. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the remaining consent agenda items be approved. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
4.  MOTION to approve the minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting held: 
 

a. September 8, 2014 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the September 8, 2014 Committee of the Whole minutes be adopted. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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b. September 15, 2014 
 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the September 15, 2014 Committee of the Whole minutes be adopted. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
5.  Family-Friendly Housing Feasibility Study Update, Gordon Easton, Managing 

Director, Colliers International Consulting, and Brent Toderian, President, 
UrbanWorks 

  
a. Staff Report:  Family Friendly Housing Policy Update 

 
The Presenters provided a PowerPoint presentation titled “New 
Westminster Family-Friendly Housing Feasibility Study Update”. 
Following the presentation, discussion ensued and the following comments 
were noted: 
 
• The City is working with the consultants to finalize the report, 

noting that the draft will be brought forward to the Community and 
Social Issues Committee, the Urban Development Institute, 
residents, and other stakeholders for comment; 

• It was suggested that families are moving away from New 
Westminster due to the lack of affordable family housing available. 
Members of Council advised that many projects brought forward to 
Council propose smaller, or one bedroom, units which do not 
accommodate the family demographic; 

• It was noted that many families will consider moving into a multi-
bedroom apartment unit; however, questions were posed as to 
whether those decisions are based on “want” (eg: a desire to live in a 
multi-bedroom apartment), or “need” (eg: would rather live in a 
townhome or detached dwelling; however, choose to live in an 
apartment in order to remain in the City); 

• It was suggested that an amenity strategy be drafted to address the 
different areas of New Westminster; 

• Access to parking and transit are often considered when renting or 
purchasing a unit; 

• It was suggested that it may take longer for developers to market and 
sell a three bedroom unit as they are generally higher in cost; 
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• It was suggested that it is difficult to negotiate a higher number of 
three bedroom units; however, with recent developments the City 
has been able to negotiate approximately 20% in two bedroom units; 

• It was suggested that developers consider including more amenities, 
such as a swimming pool, noting that the City does not have to 
provide all of the amenities for residents; 

 
Moving forward, Council advised that the City will be considering alternate 
forms of family-friendly housing, such as laneway houses. Staff advised 
that the subject of laneway housing will be subject to feedback during the 
Official Community Plan review process. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the presentation titled “New Westminster Family-Friendly Housing 
Feasibility Study Update” dated October 6, 2014 be received. 
 
THAT the preliminary recommendations noted in the staff report dated 
October 6, 2014 be supported in principle; and 
 
THAT staff report back with an implementation plan with respect to the 
development of a Family-Friendly Housing Policy. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
6. No Items 
 
REPORTS FOR ACTION 
 
7. No Items 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Director of Development Services 
 
8. 1000 Quayside Drive - Comprehensive Development Zoning District 

Commercial and Multiple Residential Unit Mixed Use Development:  
Amended Schedule for APC and Council Consideration 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council close the Public Hearing for Zoning Amendment Bylaw 7722, 2014 
held on September 29, 2014; and 
 
THAT Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 7722, 2014 be forwarded to a new Public 
Hearing on October 27, 2014. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
9. New Westminster SkyTrain Station Upgrades 
 

Council spoke to the staff report dated October 6, 2014 regarding upgrades to New 
Westminster skytrain station, and offered the following comments: 
 
• First Capital brought forward the proposed changes and upgrades for the 

New Westminster skytrain station; 
• Much of the noise issues are derived from the older model of skytrain cars 

built in the 1980’s; 
• It was suggested that TransLink be requested to replace or provide updates 

to the older model rail cars; 
• Council expressed appreciation relative to the incorporation of public art 

within the skytrain venue, and it was suggested that the City’s public art 
policy could consider skytrain stations as potential locations. Council also 
suggested that TransLink be invited to discuss public art at a Public Art 
Advisory Committee meeting; 

• It was suggested that the New Westminster skytrain station be renamed or 
modified to include“Eighth Street” or the “Anvil Centre” in the title; 

• Concerns regarding access were expressed, noting that the elevator call 
buttons are too high to reach for those using wheelchairs. 
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MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT, with Council’s comments, the City process the application for New 
Westminster SkyTrain station upgrades as outlined in the report dated October 6, 
2014. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

Director of Finance and Information Technology 
 
10. Exempt Properties - Review of Questionnaire Results 
 

Council discussed the questionnaire results attached to the staff report dated 
October 6, 2014 with respect to Exempt properties and provided the following 
comments: 
 
• Members of Council suggested that a complete exemption is not required 

for all applicants, noting that a 10% tax exemption could allow for 
programs, such as housing, to continue while maintaining a good quality of 
life; 

• It was suggested that separate consideration of Property Tax Exemptions 
could be inaffective and could impact the City’s tax base; 

• It was noted that many non-profit groups seek financial assistance from 
local governments in the form of tax exemptions as a result of Provincial 
and/or Federal funding cuts to public programs; 

 
It was suggested that staff review the City’s existing permissive tax exemption 
policy, and report back to Council with suggestions to make the document current. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT THAT staff explore the Permissive Tax Exemption policy and report the 
findings to Council. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
Discussion ensued with respect to providing the Presbyterian Senior Citizens 
Housing Society a 10% tax exemption. Members of Council suggested that the 
overall criteria for property tax exemptions should first be explored prior to 
considering individual applications. 
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MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the Presbyterian Senior Citizens Housing Society be provided with a 10% 
tax exemption. 

DEFEATED. 
Councillor Cote, Councillor Harper, Councillor Puchmayr, and Mayor Wright 
voted in opposition. 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Taxation Exemption and Exempt Properties Bylaw No. 7724, 2014 
(Attachment A) be forwarded to Council for consideration. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
11. 2015 User Fees and Rates Review  
 

Council requested clarification with respect to the report dated October 6, 2014. In 
response to Council’s questions, staff provided the following information: 
 
• Staff are proposing that the existing rezoning text amendment fee be rolled 

into the City’s Zoning application fee; 
• Staff conducted a comprehensive review of the general Development fees 

with other cities, and advised that the proposed 2015 User Fees and Rates 
Bylaw will generally bring New Westminster’s rates in line with other 
municipalities in Greater Vancouver; 

• It was noted that the parking meters within the Brewery District are not 
owned and operated by the City. 

 
Discussion ensued with respect to vehicle towing within the City and it was 
suggested that the City may not be receiving value for dollar in terms of service. 
Council suggested that staff conduct a financial analysis of the City’s towing 
operation, and that the research include a comparison of regional towing charges. 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council approves in principal the proposed changes in fees and rates and, 
 
THAT Council direct staff to prepare the necessary changes to the related bylaws. 
 
THAT staff report back with a financial analysis of the City’s towing operation, 
including a comparison of regional towing charges.  

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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12. City Partnership Grant Program Revisions 
 

Council requested clarification with respect to the City Partnership Grant Program 
application deadline noted in the staff report dated October 6, 2014. In response to 
Council’s questions, Gary Holowatiuk, Director of Finance and Information 
Technology, provided the following information: 
 
• The application deadline is December 1, 2014; 
• The purpose of the grant is to provide funding assistance to the applicant’s 

operating cost; 
• The program would best serve organizations that provide a major service to 

the Community. 
 
Council noted that the application process for previous years was timely and 
onerous; staff advised that the process is still under review; however, applicants 
may download the form onto their personal computers. This can allow for 
applicants to print or email their completed form once the information has been 
input or amended accordingly. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council approves the proposed changes to the City’s Partnership Grant 
Program as outlined in this report. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
Director of Parks, Culture and Recreation 
 
13. Urban Forest Management Strategy 
 

Erika Mashig, Parks and Open Space Planner, introduced the report dated October 
6, 2014 providing an update with respect to the City’s Urban Forest Managment 
Strategy. 
 
Discussion ensued, and in response to Council’s questions, staff provided the 
following information: 
 
• Staff are exploring the mechanisms utilized by other jurisdictions with 

respect to identifying the species of trees, and how it is determined if they 
can be removed by the property owner; 

• An urban forest is a designation that applies to all lands within the City; 
• Through the parks master plan, the City is working to be able to identify 

sensitive areas which may require a higher level of protection; 
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• The draft Urban Forest Management Strategy will be brought forward to 
the Community for consultation and feedback; 

• Research has shown that exposure to nature, including trees, has a positive 
impact on the wellbeing of residents. 

 
Council spoke to the importance of conveying to residents what they can and 
cannot do with trees, noting that educating the community is an important aspect. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the report dated October 6, 2014 be received for information; and 
 
THAT staff include Council’s comments to the Urban Forest Management Terms 
of Reference and Workplan.  

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
14. Correspondence for Information 

Motion to receive the following correspondence: 
 

a) City of Richmond email dated September 29, 2014 with attached letter 
and staff report regarding Richmond Response to B.C. Ministry of 
Agriculture Consultation on Potential Changes to the Agricultural 
Land Reserve Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the correspondence dated September 29, 2014 from the City of 
Richmond be received. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
15. The Anvil Centre and Office Tower Project Budget (On Table) 
 

Gary Holowatiuk, Director of Finance and Information Technology, summarized 
the on table report dated October 6, 2014 regarding the Anvil Centre and Office 
Tower Project Budget. 
 
Council thanked staff for their report and the following comments were noted in 
the discussion: 
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• The City had budgeted approximately $900K towards the HST conversion; 

however, the final HST payment was approximately $1.4M; 
• Development Assistance Compensation funds allowed for the Anvil Centre 

to be built with minimal impact to the taxpayers; 
• The City and Pivotal projects continues to work towards completing the 

building and finalizing the costs for the Anvil Centre. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council receive the report dated October 6, 2014 for information. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
16.  Police Policy for Chauffeur License (On Table) 

 
Referring to the Chauffeur Permit Denial appeal hearing held earlier in the 
morning, Council suggested that the overall policy for Chauffeur Lienses and the 
Motor Vehicle Act be discussed at a joint Council and Police Board meeting. It 
was also suggested that staff review the City bylaws relative to this matter. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council and the Police Board meet to discuss the overall policy for 
Chauffeur Licenses and the Motor Vehicle Act with respect to the process of 
chauffeur permit appeals and that staff review the City Bylaws relative to this 
matter.  

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
17. Pedestrian Crosswalk at Stewardson Way (On Table) 
 

Council requested an update with respect to the installation of a pedestrian 
crosswalk at Stewardson Way. 
 
Engineering advised that the matter is currently with the Ministry of 
Transportation for comment. Staff will provide an update once a response is 
received from the Ministry. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 5:49 p.m. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
      
WAYNE WRIGHT  JAN GIBSON 
MAYOR  ACTING CORPORATE OFFICER 
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