
PUBLIC HEARING 
 

October 28, 2013  6:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber 

City Hall 
 

MINUTES 
 

For corresponding reports, see the October 28, 2013 Public Hearing Agenda 
 

PRESENT: 
Mayor Wayne Wright 
Councillor Jonathan Coté  
Councillor Bill Harper 
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy  
Councillor Betty McIntosh 
Councillor Chuck Puchmayr 
Councillor Lorrie Williams  
 
STAFF: 
Ms. Lisa Spitale  - Chief Administrative Officer 
Ms. Jan Gibson  - Acting Corporate Officer/Director of Legislative Services 
Mr. Jim Lowrie  - Director of Engineering Services 
Ms. Bev Grieve  - Acting Director of Development Services 
Ms. Stephanie Lam  - Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:03 pm. 
 
Mayor Wright read the Statement Concerning the Proposed Bylaw and the Conduct of the Public 
Hearing. 
 
BUSINESS 
 
1. Modification of Heritage Covenant at 218 Fourth Street 

 
Attachments: 
- Notice of Public Hearing 
 

Reports to Council 
Report Author Meeting/Document/Date Public Hearing Date # 

Clerks Minute Extracts – Dates (Various) October 28, 2013 R-1 
Development 
Services 

CHC Report, October 9, 2013 October 28, 2013 R-2 

Development 
Services 

Council Report, October 7, 2013 October 28, 2013 R-3 

Development 
Services 

Council Report, August 29, 2007 October 28, 2013 R-4 
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Development 
Services 

Council Report, May 28, 2007 October 28, 2013 R-5 

Development 
Services 

APC Report, March 12, 2007 October 28, 2013 R-6 

Development 
Services 

APC Report, Additional, March 
12, 2007 

October 28, 2013 R-7 

 
Written Submissions 

Name Correspondence Date Date Received In Support/Opposed / 
Concerns 

# 

S. Dorey October 22, 2013 October 23, 2013 N/A C-1 
 

 
a. Explanation of proposed Heritage Covenant modifications (Acting Director of 

Development Services) 
 
Bev Grieve, Director of Development Services, introduced the proposed Heritage 
Covenant Modification and highlighted details of the report, noting staff requests 
Council give the Proposed Modification approval following the Public Hearing.  
 

b. Statement concerning the number of written submissions received and their 
distribution (Acting Corporate Officer) 
 
Jan Gibson, Acting Corporate Officer, advised that the following written 
submissions were received: 
 
• One email in support of the modification was received. 

• Four letters or emails opposed to the modification were received. 

• One letter of concern was received from the Heritage Preservation Society.  

c. Motion to receive submissions 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the written submissions be received. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
d. Invitation to those present to address the matter 

 
Mayor Wright called for speakers to the application. 
 
Sue Dorey, Applicant, provided a PowerPoint presentation summarizing the 
proposed Heritage Covenant Modification for 218 Fourth Street. 
 
Council expressed concerns regarding the construction completed to date, noting that 
the work has deviated from the approved plans. The following information was 
provided in response to Council’s questions and comments: 
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• The home contains a large secondary suite, and when construction is 
complete, a wall will be built to create a small bachelor suite; 

• There are currently four parking spots located in the driveway. It was noted 
that the parking spots were a requirement to approve the secondary suite; 

• The stop-work order was issued on August 21, 2013. With the exception of 
completing the ply-wood on the walls, which was a requirement for the 
project, no further construction has been conducted; 

• Up until the stop-work order was issued, construction was completed in 
accordance with the City’s building code. 

 
Staff referred to the staff report dated October 7, 2013, noting that there have been 
significant changes to the original design.  
 
Council questioned what options moving forward would be available to the owner if 
the application was denied. Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner, advised that the owner 
would need to revert back to the 2007 drawings. It was noted that staff would also be 
willing to work with the owner and advise where their plans would be compliant 
with the City’s regulations. It was noted that if Council chooses to pass the proposed 
resolution, that the work conducted to date would be legitimized, and that the next 
steps would require that the owner to obtain new building permits. 

 
David Brett, President of the Queen’s Park Residents Association (QPRA), 
expressed concerns for the proposed modification, and provided the following 
information: 
 
• Residents of Queen’s Park have submitted concerns to the QPRA with 

respect to the proposed modification; 
• A QPRA meeting has been scheduled for November 3, 2013 to address the 

concerns of the proposed modification; 
• The report pertaining to the proposed modification was emailed to members 

of the QPRA; 
• Mr. Brett clarified that the Applicants did not meet with the QPRA to discuss 

the proposed modification; 
• Members of the QPRA are questioning why the application is being 

considered at a Public Hearing, when the matter was previously considered 
by Council. 

 
Mr. Brett provided written submissions to City Council, and the following 
correspondence was entered into the record: 
 
• Al Fortin 
• Sheila Harris 
• Trevor and Diane Muir 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the on table submissions be received. 

CARRIED. 
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All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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Council questioned if the QPRA had any suggestions as to how the matter could be 
resolved. Mr. Brett spoke to the City’s obligation to enforce the bylaws and policies 
established previously, noting that the proposed modification requested is a result of 
a larger violation of what is currently permitted. 
 
Staff advised that the purpose of the Public Hearing is for Council to consider the 
proposed resolution requesting a modification to the Heritage Covenant. It was noted 
that the resolution presents a compromise from the home owners. 
 
Bob Johnson, Architect, advised that the proposed tower was designed as a element 
that would act as a buffer between the original Queen Anne cottage roof and the 
garage roof. 
 
Council referred to the resident’s concerns regarding the work exceeding the allotted 
timeline granted in the original permits. Staff advised that extensions were given to 
the permits.  
 
Jeff Pomper, 223 Fourth Street, advised that he is located directly across the street 
from the subject property. Mr. Pomper reported discussions were held with the 
owner with respect to the construction, and advised that he does not object to the 
design, further noting that the project will add to the neighbourhood. 
 
Stephen North, Queen’s Park Residents Association and New Westminster 
Heritage Preservation Society, brought forward the following comments resulting 
from meetings with both organizations: 
 
• The existing structure no longer resembles a heritage house, noting that the 

original intent of the covenant was to preserve heritage homes in New 
Westminster; 

• Concerns were expressed should Council choose to approve the proposed 
modification, noting that it would be precedent setting for similar scenarios. 

 
Mayor Wright called three times for speakers to the application, there was no 
response. 
 

e. Motion to refer to Regular Council the following resolution: 
 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the following resolution be forwarded to Council for consideration: 

 
WHEREAS the owners of land at 218 Fourth Street granted a covenant to the City 
under s. 219 of the Land Title Act in connection with the rezoning of the land to 
RS-6 to enable the owners to retain and add to a heritage building on the land, and 
the covenant includes architectural plans with which the owners are required to 
comply; and 
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WHEREAS the owners wish to revise the architectural plans, and the City has 
held a public hearing to provide an opportunity for members of the public to make 
representations on the changes to the plans; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Council approve the substitution of plans for the 
Williams/Dorey Residence prepared by Robert Johnson Architect dated 30 
September, 2013 for the plans incorporated into Covenant No. BB548558 
registered on September 11, 2007, and that the Mayor and Corporate Officer be 
authorized to execute the agreement modifying the covenant. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
CLOSURE OR ADJOURNMENT OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 7:32 pm. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
      
WAYNE WRIGHT  JAN GIBSON 
MAYOR  ACTING CORPORATE OFFICER 
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