
REGULAR MEETING OF 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
October, 28, 2013, at 3:00 p.m. 

With immediate adjournment to Closed Meeting 
Regular Council reconvenes immediately following  

the Public Hearing which begins at 6:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber 

City Hall 
 

MINUTES 
 

For corresponding reports,  see the October 28, 2013 Regular Meeting Agenda 
 

PRESENT: 
Mayor Wayne Wright 
Councillor Jonathan Coté  
Councillor Bill Harper 
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy  
Councillor Betty McIntosh 
Councillor Chuck Puchmayr 
Councillor Lorrie Williams  
 
STAFF: 
Ms. Lisa Spitale - Chief Administrative Officer 
Ms. Jan Gibson  - Acting Corporate Officer/Director of Legislative Services 
Mr. Jim Lowrie  - Director of Engineering Services 
Ms. Bev Grieve  - Acting Director of Development Services 
Ms. Stephanie Lam - Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 3:06 pm. 
 

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 
 
1.  MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT pursuant to Section 90 of the Community Charter, members of the public 
be excluded from the Closed Meeting of Council immediately following the 
Regular Meeting of Council on the basis that the subject matter of all agenda 
items to be considered relate to matters listed under sections 90(1)(a), 90(1)(e), 
and 90(1)(g): 

 
(a)  personal information about an identifiable individual who holds or is 

being considered for a position as an officer, employee or agent of the 
municipality or another position appointed by the municipality; 
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 (e)  the acquisition, disposition or expropriation of land or improvements, if 
the council considers that disclosure could reasonably be expected to 
harm the interests of the municipality; 

 
 (g)  litigation or potential litigation affecting the municipality. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
Purpose of the meeting: personal, property, and legal matters 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
2. MOTION to adjourn to the Council Meeting in open session and proceed to 

Closed Session. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council immediately adjourn to Closed Session. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
RECONVENE TO REGULAR COUNCIL 
 
3. MOTION to reconvene to the Regular Meeting of Council following the October 

28, 2013 Public Hearing in the Council Chamber. 
 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the Regular Meeting of Council be reconvened (7:33pm). 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the October 28, 2013 Regular Council agenda be amended by: 
• Adding new item 8 – Four Recommendations regarding Hyack Festival 

Association. 
 
AND THAT the agenda be approved, as amended. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
MATTERS CONSIDERED AT PUBLIC HEARING 
 
4. Modification of Heritage Covenant at 218 Fourth Street 
 
 a) Motion to approve/reject the following resolution: 

 
Council spoke to the importance of being aware of any covenants, 
restrictions, and permissible uses land when purchasing a home, noting 
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that due diligence could possibly avoid having to request modifications 
from Council.  
 
Council acknowledged the Applicant’s attempt to preserve the heritage of 
the property; however, noted that the changes made are significantly 
different to what was originally approved.  
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council reject the substitution of plans for the Williams/Dorey 
Residence prepared by Robert Johnson Architect dated 30 September, 
2013 for the plans incorporated into Covenant No. BB548558 registered 
on September 11, 2007. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT staff work with the owners in developing options for the residence 
and bring the recommendations back to Council in a timely manner. 

 
CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
Council encouraged the Applicant to work with staff in developing an 
option to move forward that suits the needs of the Property while adhering 
to the City’s policies. 
 

Procedural Note: The meeting recessed at 7:51pm and reconvened at 8:00pm. 
 

OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD 
 
5. Opportunity to be Heard for Development Variance Permit No. 567 for 626 

Second Street to Exempt a Secondary Suite from the Requirement to Provide 
a Second Bylaw-Compliant Parking Space 
 
Mayor Wright called for speakers with respect to Development Variance Permit 
No. 567 for 626 Second Street.  
 
The owner of 626 Second Street advised that the request for variance would allow 
the creation of a secondary suite without providing a second bylaw-compliant off-
street parking space. It was noted that the intent for the secondary suite would be 
to allow her elderly father to reside in the same home.  
 
The owner advised that many neighbours in the community utilize in tandem 
parking to accommodate multiple vehicles, adding that the variance would result 
in having only one parking spot on the premises. 
 
Procedural Note: Councillor Harper exited he meeting at 7:31pm. 
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Members of Council acknowledged that in tandem parking is often utilized when 
new homes are constructed.  
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ISSUANCE OF DEVELOPMENT VARIANCE PERMIT 

 
6. Issuance of Development Variance Permit No. 567 for 626 Second Street to 

Exempt a Secondary Suite from the Requirement to Provide a Second 
Bylaw-Compliant Parking Space: 

 
Requirement be Varied Required Proposed 

Sec. 150.7 Number of Parking Spaces 

For single detached dwellings, duplexes, secondary suites, float 
homes, houseboats, livaboards and pier houses, one parking 
space shall be provided for each dwelling unit, bachelor unit or 
housekeeping unit 

2 spaces 1 space 

 
Required notification has been completed. 
 
Attachments: 
 

i. Copy of Development Variance Permit notice 
ii. Acting Director of Development Services report dated October 7, 2013 
 

a. Motion to receive the following correspondence concerning this application:   
 

None Received to Date. 
 
Procedural Note: Councillor Harper re-entered the meeting at 7:35pm. 
 
b. Motion to approve/reject issuance of Development Variance Permit No. 567. 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Development Variance Permit No. 567 be approved.   

CARRIED. 
All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS / ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM COUNCIL 
 
No items. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resolutions regarding Hyack Festival Association 
 
The following resolutions were publically released: 
 
Resolution #1 
 
WHEREAS the City of New Westminster is a member of Hyack Festival Association 
under Article II Section a) of the Hyack Festival Association Constitution; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Request all financial records and 
financial procedures from the Hyack Festival Association for the purpose of conducting 
an independent audit that is acceptable to the City. 
 
Resolution #2 
 
WHEREAS there is a dispute as to who the legitimate members of the Board are 
according to the constitution of the Hyack Festival Association and 
 
WHEREAS there has been conflict between two factions on the Board for some time and 
 
WHEREAS these factions are applying different interpretations to the Hyack Association 
constitution and the BC Society Act in the governance of the Hyack Association Board 
and membership 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of New Westminster contact the 
registrar of the BC Society Act and request an investigation into the conduct of the Hyack 
Association Board and Society under article 84 of the BC Society Act. 
 
Resolution #3 
 
WHEREAS there is a dispute over who the legitimate members of the Board of Hyack 
Festival Association are and 
 
WHEREAS these disputes are of concern as to who are the legitimate Board members to 
carry out the functions of the Hyack Festival Association under the Constitution and the 
BC Society Act and 
 
WHEREAS the Hyack Association no longer has event coordination staff and 
 
WHEREAS the City of New Westminster is concerned that this year’s Christmas Parade 
of Lights celebration will be cancelled because of the factional dispute in the Hyack 
Festival Association Board 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of New Westminster administer all 
events which had been identified as joint City and Hyack events through the 2013 
granting process and 
 
THAT the City of New Westminster seeks the right partners and organize the 2013 
Christmas celebrations in the downtown neighbourhood and  
 
THAT the City of New Westminster request that the Hyack Association discloses to the 
City all event sponsors and participant contact information for the events the City has 
partnered with for the past 12 months 
 
Resolution #4 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of New Westminster suspend any future funding to the 
Hyack Festival Association until these governance matters are resolved to the 
satisfaction of the City. 
 
Councillor McIntosh, for the record, advised that her husband, Ken McIntosh, resigned 
from the Hyack Festival Association Board of Directors. The resignation was made in 
order to eliminate a possibility of a conflict of interest, which would result in Councillor 
McIntosh excluding herself from discussions or voting regarding this matter. 
 
Members of Council made note that the dispute regarding the governance of the Hyack 
Festival Organization (the Organization) has been made public through the media, and it 
was noted that concerns have been brought forward regarding the legitimacy of the 
Organization’s membership, as the recent changes in governance have occurred in 
meetings where the legitimacy has been questioned in accordance to the Society’s Act.  
 
It was noted that the City provides an annual grant to the Organization, and members of 
Council advised that one of the resolutions requests an audit be conducted on the 
Organization’s financial records to ensure proper procedures were adhered to with 
respect utilizing the City’s funds.  
 
Discussion ensued and members of Council provided the following concerns with respect 
to the resolutions: 
• Concerns were expressed with respect to the City organizing the Santa Clause 

Parade, noting that the Hyack Festival Organization has commenced the planning 
process; 

• Opposition was expressed with respect to the proposed suspension of City grants 
to the Organization; 

 
Discussion continued with respect to the resolutions, and the following comments were 
noted by members of Council: 
• As the ongoing dispute within the Organization poses a liability to the operations 

of the Organization, members of Council suggested that continuing to provide 
funds could pose a risk to the taxpayer’s dollars; 
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• The resolutions propose a “pause” in the existing relationship in order to allow the 
Organization to resolve their governance issues. 

• The resolutions suggest the Registrar investigate the Organization’s governance 
matters to ensure a professional and neutral review is being conducted. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
7. No items 

 
NEXT MEETING 
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2013 
 
The proposed Regular Session convenes at 12:00 pm and immediately adjourns to 
closed session in Committee Room 2 on the 2nd Floor at City Hall; the Committee 
of the Whole commences at 3:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber on 2nd Floor at 
City Hall. The Regular meeting of Council reconvenes at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chamber on the 2nd Floor at City Hall. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 8:31 pm. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
      
WAYNE WRIGHT  JAN GIBSON 
MAYOR  ACTING CORPORATE OFFICER 
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