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COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

November 5, 2012   3:00 p.m. 

Council Chamber, City Hall 

 

MINUTES 

 

PRESENT: 

Mayor Wayne Wright 

Councillor Bill Harper 

Councillor Jaimie McEvoy 

Councillor Betty McIntosh 

Councillor Chuck Puchmayr 

Councillor Lorrie Williams  

 

ABSENT: 

Councillor Jonathan Coté 

 

STAFF: 

Mr. Jim Lowrie  - Acting City Administrator/Director of Engineering Services 

Mr. Rick Page  - Corporate Officer/Director of Legislative Services 

Mr. Jason Haight  - Acting Director of Parks, Culture and Recreation 

Mr. Gary Holowatiuk  - Director of Finance & Information Technology 

Ms. Lisa Spitale  - Director of Development Services 

Ms. Jan Gibson  - Assistant Corporate Officer 

Ms. Stephanie Lam  - Committee Clerk 

 

The meeting was called to order at 3:05 pm. 
 

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the agenda be amended as follows: 

 

 Removing item 6 – Rezoning of 767 Carnarvon Street – Multiple Unit Residential 

Conversion; 

 Adding to item 8 – updates to the proposed Public Art Policy; 

 Adding new item 17 – Solicitation Application; 

 Adding new item 18 – Business Delegation to China – 2012;  

 Adding to item 19, the following On Table Correspondence: 

 Honourable Bill Bennett, Minister of Community, Sport and Cultural Development, 

regarding Proposed Amendments to the Local Government Act; 
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 Honourable Terry Lake, Minister of Environment, regarding the process for obtaining a 

Certificate of Compliance; 

 Urban Development Institute, regarding Proposed Metro Vancouver Bylaws/Guidelines 

to Regulate Recycling in the Development/Home Building Industry. 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

Director of Parks, Culture and Recreation 

 

3:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

1. Overview of MUCF Museum Permanent Exhibit Design Plan 

 a) Presentation 

 

Jason Haight, Acting Director of Parks, Culture, and Recreation, introduced 

Joanne Edey-Nicoll, Consultant, and Brian Wakelin, Architect for the MUCF, 

who provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding an Overview of the MUCF 

Museum Permanent Exhibit Design Plan. 

 

The presentation expanded on the vision and objectives of the Museum, and 

highlighted the following: 

 

 The floor plan and design drawings of the museum and exhibit spaces; 

 Interactive museum spaces for children, which include smaller 

passageways and secret exhibit drawers; 

 The museum will be located on the third floor of the MUCF; 

 Certain spaces have been deliberately unplanned or configured spaces to 

allow flexibility in exhibits; 

 The Museum will limit the amount of story-telling features to allow for 

multi-purpose exhibits, noting museums often require refreshing in order 

to encourage visitors to return; 

 The foundation of the planning process commenced with the consultants 

reviewing the concepts and goals noted in the City’s 2004 Museum Study 

and were further developed with the public consultation (which included 

Local Organizations and First Nations). 

 

Council advised that the concept of inter-active exhibits for children is creative, 

and queried if safety was considered when developing the design. Mr. Wakelin 

advised that the firm did consider the aspects of safety, and advised that previous 

experience with similar displays were created for Science World. 

 

Council spoke to the full range of multicultural history in New Westminster, and  

noted cultural examination and sensitivity is important in reference to historical 

events in the City. Council suggested representatives with a stated interested in 
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the City from First Nations, Chinese, and representatives of other cultural 

communities in the province, be consulted with respect to identifying prominent 

historical issues they would like featured at the museum. Council also suggested a 

copy of the official apology to the Chinese be placed on display at the museum. 

 

With respect to seating, Council questioned if there would be seating areas for 

visitors who may require a resting area when visiting the facility. Mr. Wakelin 

advised there is a soft seating area available at the museum, and that the gallery 

has sufficient space to insert seating that can be placed on an as needed basis.  

 

Discussion ensued with respect the displays, and Council questioned the 

capability for inter-active exhibits. Mr. Wakelin advised all of the display cases 

have been wired with power and data capabilities.  

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT Council adopt the design plan for the permanent exhibit area of the 

Museum space within the Multi-Use Civic Facility as attached; and 

 

THAT representatives from First Nations and Chinese groups, and 

representatives of other cultural communities, in BC, with a stated interest in the 

City, be consulted with respect to identifying prominent historical issues they 

would like featured at the museum.   

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

 b) Report 

The report dated November 5, 2012 providing background information about the 

planning of the MUCF Museum space and to seek endorsement of the design plan 

for the permanent exhibit area of the Museum space within the MUCF. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT Council adopt the design plan for the permanent exhibit area of the 

Museum space within the Multi-Use Civic Facility as attached. 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%204%20PK%20Overview%20of%20MUCF%20Museum%20Permanent%20Exhibit%20Design%20Plan.pdf
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Director of Engineering / Director of Finance and Information Technology 

 

2. 2013 – 2017 Financial Plan Utility Funds Report 

 

 a) Presentation 

 

Gary Holowatiuk, Director of Finance and Information Technology, introduced 

the report and advised that a PowerPoint presentation providing an overview of 

the Financial Plan for the Water and Sewer/Drainage Utilities, the Solid Waste 

Utility and the Electrical Utility would be provided. 

 

Staff advised that the Presentation is part of the statutory requirements for public 

consultation. The Presentation outlined the timeline for the budget process, 

outlined the budget drivers, and highlighted the following: 

 

Water Utility – Presented by Catalin Dobrescu, Utilities and Special Projects 

Engineer  

 

Mr. Dobrescu provided details regarding the following: 

 

 The rates for water utility cover operating and infrastructure management 

costs, reporting that the proposed increase is 3.5%, which translates to an 

annual increase of approximately $14 per household; 

 The main cost driver for the water utility is bulk water purchase from the 

Greater Vancouver Water District (GVWD), which makes up 75% of the 

budget; 

 Future (2013-2017) budget challenges for the Water Utility include 

significant capital investment in regional water quality, renewal of aging 

assets and infrastructure, and changes to the rate structure. 

 

Sewer Utility – Presented by Catalin Dobrescu, Utilities and Special Projects 

Engineer  

 

Mr. Dobrescu provided details regarding the following: 

 

 The rates for sewer utility cover operating and infrastructure management 

costs, reporting that the proposed rate increase of 9.4% matches Metro 

Vancouver’s increase, and will translate to an annual increase of 

approximately $45 per household; 

 The main cost driver is the purchase of sewerage services from the Greater 

Vancouver Sewer and Drainage District which makes up 70% of the 

budget; 

 An Asset Management Study revealed a need to increase the annual 

replacement program; 

 The need to rebuild the sewer reserve funds used on the Combined Sewer 

Overflow (CSO) project; 
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 The accelerated separation program implemented by the Integrated Liquid 

Waste and Resource Management Plan has also placed pressures on the 

budget. 

 

Council expressed concerns regarding the combined sewer and referred to 

instances when raw sewage back-ups were occurring in homes. Staff advised that 

although the completion of the separation will not be for many years, the number 

of raw sewage back-ups has decreased since the implementation of the program.  

 

Staff advised that back-flow preventers do work in reducing sewage back-ups, 

and encourage residents to use them. It was also noted newly constructed homes 

have been installing these devices; however, it is difficult to request that residents 

install the back-flow preventers into homes that were built without the device. 

Staff also advised those residents with concerns that they will be affected may call 

the City for further information. 

 

Council expressed concern for the large increase of rates and the relative impacts 

they will have on homeowners. Council requested a detailed analysis and 

presentation be provided in a workshop explaining the accelerated separation 

process, and the aspects of the sewer utility program which is within the City’s 

control. 

 

Council spoke to the significant impacts that can occur due to a heavy rain event, 

and inquired regarding the effects these events have on the City’s infrastructure. 

Staff advised there are retention tanks which store water that is accumulated 

during these rain events. 

 

Councillor Puchmayr spoke to the City of Abbotsford’s rain water retention 

centre, reporting their newly implemented water system, which was $27K to 

install, and saves approximately 8000 Litres of water annually.    

 

Solid Waste Utility – Presented by Kristian Davis, Supervisor of the Solid Waste 

and Recycling Branch 

 

Mr. Davis provided details regarding the following: 

 

 The rates for Solid Waste Utility cover operating and infrastructure 

management costs, reporting that the proposed increase is 4.5%, which 

translates to an annual increase of approximately $10 per household; 

 The main cost driver are the tipping fees and collection of solid waste, 

recyclables, and compostables; 

 Capital costs are mainly for the replacement of collection totes; 

 With respect to recycling and compostable matter, the City has reached 

70% of the diversion target for 2015 set by Metro Vancouver; 

 Highlights to expect between 2013 and 2017 include implementation of 

Single Stream Recycling Collection, the Multi-Family organics collection 
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program (2013), and the addition of food scraps to Clean Green waste 

collection. 

 

Council spoke to hazardous household waste, such as batteries, aerosols, etc. 

suggested staff invent or develop a user friendly system for recycling these items.  

 

Council spoke to the tipping fees incurred for solid waste, noting that the more 

successful the City becomes in recycling the results may be a higher cost. 

Concern was expressed regarding how the increases will be financed over time, 

and Council suggested further analysis be provided regarding this matter. 

 

Council spoke to the Province’s proposed new Provincial Legislation surrounding 

packaging, noting at this time, Municipalities are unaware of the impacts from 

these laws. It was suggested Council may take a position regarding the issue and 

forward the matter to the Provincial Government and the Union of British 

Columbia Municipalities. 

 

Electrical Utility – Presented by Rod Carle, General Manager of the Electrical 

Utility 

 

Mr. Carle provided details regarding the following: 

 

 The proposed increase in rates will result in a $1.31 per month increase; 

 The City rates incorporate BC Hydro’s rates; 

 The impacts and financial challenges for the future, which include 

ongoing staff recruitment and succession planning, and the development 

of the draft Electric Utility Commission’s long term business plan  

(approximately 20 years). 

 

Council referred to the BC Hydro Smart Meter program and suggested the item be 

brought back to Council for discussion adding that the advantages of having the 

Smart Meters is minimal.  

 

Staff noted the implementation of the rate increases would take place in the new 

year. 

 

 b) Report 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT Council approve, in principle, the 2013-2017 financial plans for the 

Electrical, Water, Sewer, and Solid Waste Utilities and direct staff to prepare the 

necessary bylaws to amend the City’s utility rates for 2013 as outlined in the 

report dated November 5, 2012. 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20FN%202013-2017%20Utility%20Funds.pdf
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

Director of Development Services 

 

3. Updated Downtown Office Conversion Policy 
The report dated November 5, 2012 summarizing updates to the Downtown Office 

Conversion Policy paper for Council’s review and endorsement. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the updated policy for the conversion of office space to residential uses presented 

in the Downtown Office Conversion Policy be adopted. 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

Director of Development Services and Director of Engineering 

 

4. Advanced Street Plans for Specific Areas in Queensborough – Preliminary Report 

The report dated October 22, 2012 providing Council with preliminary information on 

this work. 

 

Jackie Teed, Senior Planner, introduced the report regarding the Advance Street Plans for 

Specific Areas in Queensborough. Council questioned how the report has been received 

in the community. Staff advised that the public consultation process will commence with 

an open house following Council’s receipt of the report. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the report dated October 22, 2012 be received from information. 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20DS%20downtown%20office%20conversio.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20DS%20street%20plans%20queensborough%20tabled%20October%2022,%202012.pdf
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CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Note: Council members may adopt in one motion all recommendations appearing on the 

Consent Agenda or, prior to the vote, request an item be removed from the Consent Agenda for 

debate or discussion, voting in opposition to a recommendation, or declaring a conflict of 

interest with an item. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the following items be removed from the agenda: 9, 15, 16, and 19. 

 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED and CARRIED, this Committee recommends 
THAT the following Consent Agenda item recommendations be approved: 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Director of Development Services, Director of Engineering and General Manger, Electrical 

Operations 

 

Director of Development Services 

 

10. 22 East Royal Avenue – Tower Task Force Final Meeting Summary 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT Council endorse the areas of agreement as reached by the Centre Block Tower 

Task Force at its fifth meeting of September 12, 2012; 

THAT Council approve the four interpretative panel designs as attached to this report 

subject to some minor content and formatting revisions; and 

THAT Council approve the use of up to $20, 000 from the $600, 000 contribution as 

made by the Onni Group of Companies to the City’s Heritage Fund for the purpose of 

designing, fabricating and installing the four interpretative panels. 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

11. Development Variance Permit No. 549 for 711 Sixth Street  

 

Director of Engineering 

 

12. Disposition of City Owned Property – 218, 220 & 222 Hampton Street 

The report dated November 5, 2012 seeking approval for the execution of a Purchase and 

Sale Agreement. 

http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20DS%2022%20e%20royal%20ave%20tower%20task.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20DS%20DVP%20549%20711%20Sixth%20St%20Sign.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20EN%20Disposition%20of%20City%20Owned%20Property%20218,%20220,%20222%20Hampton%20St.pdf
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MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT Council approves and authorizes execution of an Offer to Purchase and Sale 

Agreement for the properties located at located at 218, 220, 222 Hampton Street as 

unserviced lots for the sale price of $308, 000 each to Simran Construction Ltd. in the 

form attached to the report dated November 5, 2012 from the Director of Engineering 

Services. 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

Director of Finance and Information Technology 

 

13. Temporary Borrowing for 2013 (Bylaw No. 7559, 2012) 

The report dated November 5, 2012 requesting Council consider the adoption of Revenue 

Anticipation of Borrowing Amendment Bylaw No. 7559, 2012. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the attached Revenue Anticipation Borrowing Amendment Bylaw No., 7559, 2012 

be forwarded to Council for consideration. 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

14. Users Fees and Rates Review Bylaw Amendments for 2013.  

(Bylaw No. 7558, 2012; 7560, 2012; 7561, 2012; 7562, 2012; 7563, 2012; 7545, 2012; 

7544, 2012; 7557, 2012; 7556, 2012) 

The report dated November 5, 2012 updating the bylaws associated with the user fees and 

rates as approved in principle by Council on October 22, 2012. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the following Amendment Bylaws be referred to Regular Council for Three 

Readings: 

 Fees Amendment Bylaw No. 7558, 2012; 

 Commercial Towing Amendment Bylaw No. 7560, 2012;  

 Cemetery Amendment Bylaw No. 7561, 2012;  

 Soil Deposit Regulation Amendment Bylaw No. 7562, 2012; 

 Subdivision and Development Control Amendment Bylaw No. 7563, 2012;  

 Commercial Vehicle Amendment Bylaw No. 7545, 2012; 

 Business License Amendment Bylaw No. 7544, 2012; 

 Building Amendment Bylaw No. 7557, 2012;  

 Plumbing Amendment Bylaw No. 7556, 2012. 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20FN%20temporary%20borrowing%20for%202012%20bylaw%207559,%202012.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20FN%20Users%20fees%20and%20rates%20sreview%20byalw%20amendments%20for%202013.pdf
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17. Solicitation Application 

The report dated November 5, 2012 seeking approval for an application for Public 

Solicitation from the New Westminster Lions Club, the local branch of a national charity 

group, to fundraise for Diabetes research on Saturday, November 17, 2012. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the application for solicitation from the New Westminster Lions Club for the Lions 

Club National Diabetes’ Tag Day on Saturday, November 17, 2012 from 10:30am to 

2:00 pm to fundraise for diabetes research, be approved. 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

18. Business Delegation to China – 2012  

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the report dated November 5, 2012 from the Director of Legislative Services and 

International Relations be received for information.  

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

REPORTS FOR ACTION 

 

Procedural Note: Item 8 was considered following approval of the consent agenda items. 

 

Director of Parks, Culture and Recreation 

 

8. Public Art Policy 

The report dated November 5, 2012 from the Public Art Advisory Committee’s 

presenting the City’s first Public Art Policy. 

 

Greg Magirescu, Manager of Arts and Cultural Development, introduced the Public Art 

Policy and thanked members of the Public Art Committee for their collaboration and 

work in developing the policy. Mr. Magirescu spoke to the following points with respect 

to the process in drafting the Policy: 

 

 The Policy is a framework which support a number of programs in the City; 

 Policies from around the world were examined as precedents; 

 The proposed policy suggests a funding strategy for Public Art in the City; 

 The Policy aligns itself to the City’s Art Strategy, which was developed in 2008. 

http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20On%20Table%20Solicitation%20Application%20Lions%20Club.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20On%20Table%20Business%20Delegation%20to%20China.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20PK%20public%20art%20policy.pdf


November 5, 2012 Committee of the Whole Minutes - Draft Page 11 

Doc #337373   

Councillor Harper, Council representative on the Public Art Committee, spoke to the 

importance of approving the Policy and reported that although he was appointed only six 

months ago to PAAC, the Committee has been working for approximately one and a half 

years at completing this document. Councillor Harper reported that until a Public Art 

Program is in place, it would be difficult for the Committee to move forward and make 

recommendations to Council as the Policy would act as supporting documentation. 

 

Council spoke to the ongoing development of the Wait for me Daddy statues and queried 

if the Policy would affect the project. Mr. Magirescu responded that the Policy would not 

affect the Wait for me Daddy project. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding the percentage for art as noted on page 8 of the document, 

and Council suggested the percentage be set at 10% rather than the proposed 20%. 

 

Mr. Magirescu advised that prior to the development of this document, funding for public 

art fell into the “other” category of the Budget; further, Mr. Magirescu advised that there 

is currently no language that mandates the City to spend any monies on public art. 

 

Council spoke to achieving a fair percentage for public art, and noted with many other 

categories and City issues in need of funding, 10% be a reasonable allocation.  

Discussion continued, and Council noted other City issues, such as child care, are often 

subject to funding and grants from other levels of government.  

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the percentage for public art, as noted on page 8 of the Public Art Policy, be set at 

10%. 

CARRIED. 

Councillor McIntosh voted in opposition. 

 

Council requested the language noted on page 16 of the Policy regarding funding for 

maintaining Public Art be clarified. Mr. Magirescu noted Council’s comments and 

advised the Policy would be amended accordingly. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the City of New Westminster Public Art Policy, as included as attachment “A”, be 

adopted, as amended.  

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 
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Director of Development Services 

 

5. Lower Twelfth Street Plan – Street Design Guidelines 

The report dated November 5, 2012 outlining a recommended set of design guidelines for 

streets within the Lower Twelfth Street plan area that build upon, and are consistent with, 

the overall vision of the plan area. 

 

Lisa Spitale, Director of Development Services, introduced the report. 

 

Council questioned if Emergency Vehicles would be able to access Third Street with the 

new traffic light/intersection being installed at the corner of Twelfth Street and Third 

Avenue. Staff advised that the design of the intersection will still allow Emergency 

Vehicles access to Third Street. 

 

With respect to the plan, Council queried where buildings with employment opportunity 

would be located. Staff advised that the lower Twelfth Street has two potential areas 

under investigation, as well as the area between Fourth Avenue and Queens Avenue.  

 

Council spoke to the proposed trees on Twelfth Street would be an appropriate filter for 

the street lighting, noting the negative impacts of having your apartment located in front 

of a street lamp. Council complimented the details noted in the drawings, adding the 

proposed guidelines provides good follow-up to the Charette held approximately 9-10 

years ago. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the proposed Street Design Guidelines for the Lower Twelfth Street Plan study 

area be endorsed in principle and circulated to local stakeholders and appropriate City 

committees for review and feedback. 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

6. Rezoning of 737 Carnarvon Street – Multiple Unit Residential Conversion  

 

This item was removed from the agenda. 

 

7. Development Variance Permit No. 521 Amendment 002 for Digital Signage at 811 

Columbia Street & 802 Carnarvon Street (Plaza 88) – Consultation Update 

The report dated November 5, 2012 providing with an update, following the applicant’s 

completion consultation with the community, including Quayside Community Board. 

 

Kathleen Stevens, Planning Assistant, introduced the report and responded to questions 

of Council. 

 

Council spoke to the public consultation process, noting that with the few residents in 

attendance of the open house, that perhaps inadequate notification was conducted. Ms. 

Stevens advised that she attended the October Quayside Community Board meeting to 

http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20DS%20lower%20twelfth%20st%20design%20.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20DS%20rezoning%20737%20carnarvon%20.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20DS%20dvp%20521%20plaza%2088%20signage.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20DS%20dvp%20521%20plaza%2088%20signage.pdf
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provide details regarding the proposal, and reported members of the Quayside 

Community Board are in support of the proposal. Details of this meeting were not 

included as the report was submitted prior to the date the meeting was held. 

 

With respect to messaging on the digital signage, Council spoke to the 5-10 proposed 

City messaging per hour that would be displayed, noting although it would be a benefit to 

the Community, there would still be a fair amount of third party advertising on display.  

 

Lisa Spitale, Director of Development Services, provided clarification regarding the 

report, noting the purpose of the report is to receive the application and that the variance 

would be brought forward for Council consideration at a future meeting. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding the location of the signage, noting that although the location 

is un-intrusive, the target audience may be missed as the signage faces a truck route. It 

was suggested this type of signage be better suited near the skytrain exit areas. 

 

Council noted the light emanating from the sign could provide for additional safety 

measures onto the streets during the evening.  Staff advised that further discussion 

regarding the hours of operation of the sign, including dimming features, can be 

discussed when the proposal is brought forward for consideration. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the report dated November 5, 2012 noting that staff do not support the application, 

and issue notice that it will consider Development Variance Permit to allow one full 

motion digital sign be received. 

CARRIED. 

Councillor Puchmayr and McEvoy voted in opposition. 

 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 

 

9. Decorative Lighting Plan – Update on Process  

The report dated November 5, 2012 providing an update and seeking endorsement on 

undertaking the next steps that are the outcome of the process to date to develop the city-

wide Decorative Lighting Plan. 

 

Council suggested 20
th

 Street be added to the decorative lighting plan, noting decorative 

lighting often acts as an attraction to the businesses.  

 

Council spoke to decorative lighting located in various areas of the City, such as “The 

Heights” and “Commercial Street”, and the business benefits derived from beautiful 

lighting was acknowledged. Council requested staff investigate methods of providing 

decorative lighting, adding that modern options also be brought forward for information. 

 

http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20DS%20decorative%20lighting%20plan%20.pdf
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MOVED and SECONDED (ADDITION OF 20
TH

 STREET) 

THAT Council direct staff to undertake the following next steps to develop the city-wide 

Decorative Lighting Plan: 

 

 Implement the interim City holiday lighting plan; and 

 Undertake a Request for Proposals process to select a contractor to construct and 

install the Columbia Street swag lights. 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

15. City Grants Update  

The report dated November 5, 2012 providing an overview of the City’s grant program 

with respect to how the grant budget has evolved over the past five years and now the 

City’s grant budget compares to other municipalities in the Region. 

 

Due to time constraints, this item was deferred to a future Council meeting. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the report dated November 5, 2012 from the Director of Finance and Information 

Technology be deferred to a future Council meeting. 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

Recommendations 

 

16. Motion to adopt the Recommendations from the Advisory Committee for Transit, 

Bicycles and Pedestrians (ACTBiPed) meeting held on September 25, 2012: 

 

Council requested this item be deferred to a future meeting pending receipt of relative 

background material, including a copy of the minutes, pertaining to the Committee’s 

proposed recommendation. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the motion be deferred to a future Council meeting; 

AND THAT a copy of the minutes dated September 25, 2012, from that meeting, be 

included for review. 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20FN%20City%20Grants%20Update.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20EN%20actbiped%20recommendation.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/council_minutes/1105_12/CW%202012%20Nov%205%20EN%20actbiped%20recommendation.pdf
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CORRESPONDENCE 

 

19. Correspondence  

  

Deputy Solicitor General, Lori Wanamaker, seeking input regarding Emergency 

Response 

 

Council spoke to the recent earthquake/tsunami event which took place in BC on October 

27, 2012, noting the emergency response immediately following the event was not 

executed in a timely or appropriate manner. Council referred to the letter dated October 

31, 2012 from the Ministry of Justice, which advised that the Provincial Government 

utilized social media as a means of communications. Council noted that utilizing social 

media as a means of notification for a potentially catastrophic event is inappropriate. 

 

Council suggested the City engage in communications with the Provincial Government 

regarding emergency response, and that a letter be sent to the Ministry of Justice 

conveying Council’s concern regarding their response to the earthquake/tsunami event.   

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT, in light of the recent earthquake/tsunami event that took place on October 27, 

2012 in BC, Councillor Puchmayr and Fire Chief Tim Armstrong engage in 

communications with the Province of BC regarding Emergency Response Notification; 

 

AND THAT a formal letter be sent to the Ministry conveying dismay regarding the 

amount of time it took for the Ministry to notify the City of the event.  

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the following correspondence be received for information: 

 

 City of Coquitlam correspondence dated October 18, 2012 addressed to the Honourable 

Dr. Margaret MacDiarmid, Minister of Health regarding the Meningococcal Conjugate 

Vaccine. 

 City of Port Alberni correspondence dated October 24, 2012 addressed to the 

Honourable Christy Clark, Premier, regarding Persons with Disabilities Benefit. 

 Gordon Hogg, Parliamentary Secretary for Non-Profit Partnerships, Province of British 

Columbia correspondence dated October 22, 2012 regarding an overview of “BC Ideas, 

Solutions for Stronger Communities”. 

 Quayside Community Board, October 29, 2012, regarding Whistle Cessation at New 

Westminster Railroad At-Grade Crossings Downtown Locations; 

 Greater Vancouver Home Builders’ Association, October 31, 2012, regarding the 

Retirement of Peter E. Simpson, President and Chief Executive Officer of the Greater 

Vancouver Home Builders’ Association 
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 Metro Vancouver, October 24, 2012, regarding Metro Vancouver Board Decisions 

Relating to the Strategic Priorities Fund 

 Honourable Bill Bennett, Minister of Community, Sport and Cultural Development, 

regarding Proposed Amendments to the Local Government Act (On Table) 

 Honourable Terry Lake, Minister of Environment, regarding the process for obtaining a 

Certificate of Compliance (On Table) 

 Urban Development Institute, regarding Proposed Metro Vancouver Bylaws/Guidelines 

to Regulate Recycling in the Development/Home Building Industry (On Table) 

CARRIED. 

All members of Council present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 5:51 pm. 

 

Certified Correct, 

 

 

 

      

WAYNE WRIGHT  RICHARD PAGE 

MAYOR  CORPORATE OFFICER 
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