
2016/2017 Heritage  
School Programs

New Westminster Museum & Archives 
School Tours and Programs
New Westminster Museum & Archives offers a variety of guided school tours and 
programs. These historically-themed programs are approached through a combination 
of inquiry-based exploration and hands-on activities. All programs are in line with the 
current school curriculum and supply a list of big ideas and curricular competencies. 

Advanced booking is required. For more information or to book a tour, call 
604.527.4640 or email museum@newwestcity.ca. 

New Westminster Museum & Archives – 777 Columbia Street
Located in Anvil Centre, the City of New Westminster Museum & Archives celebrates 
the history and people of our city from time immemorial through to today, caring 
for over 35,000 objects and another 35,000 photographs and archival records that 
celebrate our city’s stories and history. Our exhibits focus on the land, people, and 
development of the place now known as New Westminster. We aspire to be a fun 
and entertaining place of learning and use the objects in the museum’s collection as 
an entry-point to inquiry, discussion, and exploration about the City.

Irving House – 302 Royal Avenue
Located in the heart of the Royal City, Irving House is one of the oldest community 
heritage sites in BC. Built in 1865 this home offers students the opportunity to 
experience the splendour and grace of the early pioneer days. 

Samson V – 880 Quayside Drive
Located on the Fraser River at the Quay, you’re welcomed aboard the Samson V 
Maritime Museum, a steam-powered sternwheeler built in 1937. Its job was to keep 
the Fraser River safe for navigation and is available for public or private tours  to 
walk aboard and see how the boat’s sailors lived. 



School Programs
 
Group Size: 1 class (maximum 30 students)
Duration: 90 minutes; 10:00 – 11:30 am or 12:30 – 2:00 pm
Fee: $120 per class or $220 if booking both a morning and afternoon program
Days: Mondays - Fridays

The Wonderful Tales from the Working Waterfront
Grades: 3-7
Location: Anvil Centre, 777 Columbia Street
Discover the wonderful tales of New Westminster’s working waterfront with this 
unique school program combining social studies, language arts and visual arts. 
Using story excerpts from the working waterfront oral history collection, students 
will gain an understanding of the diversity and significance of waterfront workers 
to New Westminster’s history and will reinterpret these oral histories through visual 
and performance art.

Old House, Tell Me Your Story
Grades: K-5
Location: Irving House, 302 Royal Avenue
This program introduces young children to the way of life of people living in the 
New Westminster community over one hundred years ago. It will describe the many 
components of a Victorian House and family that are similar and different from 
those components of the house that they live in today, assisting children in the 
understanding of the broader community and their place in it.

First Peoples of the Northwest Coast 
Grades: 3-6
Location: Anvil Centre, 777 Columbia Street
This fun and interactive program will educate students on local First Nations people’s 
technology, trade and relationship with nature in the past and present, as well as the 
changes that occurred due to colonization. Students will create a piece of artwork 
using Coast Salish design elements, play games to learn about ecosystems, try 
traditional foods, and explore First Nations artefacts from 3500 years ago.

In-Class Programs
Are you looking for an authentic museum experience without the stress of dealing 
with permission forms or transportation? Sit back and relax – we bring the museum 
to you with our in-class programs!

Edukits (Educational Kits for off-site use)
Group Size: 1 class
Fee: $30.00 per 2-week period plus $50 refundable damage deposit 

Our Working Waterfront
Grades: 3-7
The New Westminster waterfront is a diverse place of work, and has been for a long 
time. While it remains a vital workplace, our working waterfront continues to change 
with advanced equipment and technology, outsourcing, and consolidation. These 
forces have all shaped the waterfront we see today in New Westminster.

This edukit intends to challenge the way students experience New Westminster 
(or the lower mainland’s) waterfront, and asks them to think about how change 
on the waterfront affects their lives. The edukit is organized into themes focusing 
on different aspects of the working river in New Westminster, many of which are 
interrelated. The kit includes printed materials, teaching collection artefacts, oral 
histories, and activity suggestions.

The Mobile Museum
Group Size: 1 class
Duration: 60 minutes; between 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Fee: $59.00  
Days: Mondays - Fridays

We’ve created special programming to bring the museum to your classroom. 
Equipped with a variety of hands-on artefacts from our teaching collection, our 
experienced guides will use object-based learning methods to explore, discover, 
and learn our local history through material culture. 

Where’s the Gold? The Gold Rush and Immigration in BC 
Grades: 4-5 
Location: Anvil Centre, 777 Columbia Street
Students will learn about how the Cariboo and Fraser gold rushes helped develop 
small communities along the Fraser River and encouraged immigration to British 
Columbia in the mid to late 1800s. The program will place emphasis on the role that 
New Westminster played and the Irving family’s participation in the gold rushes. 
Through hands-on activities as well as interactive mini lessons, students will gain a 
better understanding of what life would have been like in BC during the era.



A Very Victorian Christmas
Grades: K-5
Location: Irving House, 302 Royal Avenue
(December only.)
Through hands-on learning, observation and discussion, students will better 
understand how families in early New Westminster celebrated the holiday season in 
the mid to late 1800s.  They will learn about the origins of Christmas traditions, and 
create their own decorations and toys to take back to their classroom.

Math Moves Millions 
Grades: 5-7
Location: Anvil Centre, 777 Columbia Street
Explore the history of longshore work and shipping containers in BC’s ports in this 
interactive program that combines social studies and math. Students will gain an 
understanding of the significance of global shipping and goods movement in the 
Museum, then practically apply math to create their own model shipping container 
and understand its true size and dimensions by working with real-world commodities.

Sherlock Stones: Introduction to Archaeology 
Grades: 4-6
Location: Anvil Centre, 777 Columbia Street
This interactive program will guide students in the exploration of the field of 
archaeology and how it allows us to understand past inhabitants of an area or 
section of land. Students will learn the proper technique and methodology to be used 
while excavating a site, artefact analysis, and hypothetical testing. Through hands-
on specimen exploration, games and activities, students will gain an understanding 
of their local environment and the clues it holds to early inhabitants and their way 
of life.

Feature Exhibition School Programs 

Ornamenting the Ordinary: Crafts of South Asia
Grades: 4-8
Location: Anvil Centre, 777 Columbia Street

Available: September 10, 2016 - January 2, 2017.
South Asia, a region with a history spanning 5,000 years comprises the modern 
states of India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bhutan, Maldives, Afganistan, Nepal and the 
region of Tibet. Students will learn about the artistic styles, craftsmanship, and craft 
traditions of South Asia’s many culturally diverse regions through inquiry-based 
processes and guided time in the exhibition. Emphasis will be placed on the use of 
teaching collection artefacts for object-based learning to explore art, religion, and 
craft in South Asia.

Witness Blanket
Grades: 3-7
Location: Anvil Centre, 777 Columbia Street

Available: December 3, 2016 – April 21, 2017
Inspired by a woven blanket, Master Carver Carey Newman created a large scale 
art installation made out of hundreds of items reclaimed from Residential Schools, 
churches, government buildings and traditional and cultural structures including 
Friendship Centres, band offices, treatment centres and universities, from across 
Canada. The Witness Blanket stands as a national monument to recognise the 
atrocities of the Indian Residential School era, honour the children, and symbolise 
ongoing reconciliation. Students will explore the themes presented in the exhibition 
by engaging with the Witness Blanket through hands-on activities, inquiry-based 
discussion, and object-centred learning.



A Postcard from the Past
Grades: 3-7
Location: Westminster Pier Park
This guided tour explores the award-winning Westminster Pier Park with an historic 
lens. Students will critically examine the public art feature Community on the River: 
The Place Where People Meet and interpret these historic photos by creating a 
postcard to describe their waterfront experience to family back home. 

A Living Working River
Grades: 2-7
Location: Samson V, 880 Quayside Drive
(May – October only.)
This guided tour examines port activity, port-related occupations, cargoes and 
maintenance of the waterways, and provides students with hands-on exercises 
interpreting river history.  Students experience the working life on the last steam-
powered paddle-wheeler to work on the Fraser River. Combine it with a school 
program at the Fraser River Discovery Centre by calling 604.521.8401. 

Irving House Guided Tours
Grades: ESL and Grades K – Adult
Location: Irving House, 302 Royal Avenue
This discovery tour is led by interpretive guides and includes new vocabulary, 
artefact discovery and hands-on learning. The tour can be tailored for all levels, 
including senior secondary, college and ESL students. 

Guided Tours
Group Size: 1 class
Duration: 60 minutes; between 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Fee: $59.00 (Children); $66.00 (Adult) 
Days: Mondays - Fridays

New Westminster Museum at Anvil Centre Guided Tours
Grades: ESL and Grades K – Adult
New Westminster Museum, 777 Columbia Street
This discovery tour is led by interpretive guides and includes new vocabulary, artefact 
discovery and hands-on learning. The tour can be tailored for all levels, including 
senior secondary, college and ESL students and includes both the perminant gallery 
and the current feature exhibition.   

Contact Us

New Westminster Museum and Archives at Anvil Centre:

777 Columbia Street, New Westminster, BC, V3M 1B6

Samson V Maritime Museum:
880 Quayside Drive, New Westminster, BC, V3M 6G1

Irving House:
302 Royal Ave, New Westminster, BC, V3L 1H7

email: museum@newwestcity.ca
phone: 604.527.4640

https://www.newwestcity.ca

Anvil Centre is located across the street from the 
New Westminster Skytrain Station.

Paid parking is available at Anvil Centre.


