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Greenway 
Walking 

Tour
2 Km Route

A walking, wheeling and cycling 
tour of New Westminster

Agnes Greenway: 5km Tour Supplement
A visual story to guide your walk, roll or ride!



This guide will take us 
on 5 km route through 
the Agnes Greenway, 
down to Front Street 
and through the New 
Westminster Quay.
We’ll enjoy beautiful 
views of the river and 
explore places you may 
not know about.

This is the route that we will take. The route can be done by walking, wheeling or on a 
bicycle. Take a break anytime and don’t feel like you have to do the whole route in one 
walk or wheel.

There will be 13 points of interest on the route.  At various points of interest, this guide 
will ask you questions to think about or give information about the location or history.

Let’s get started!





What is a Greenway?

A greenway is a route with improved 
facilities and landscaping for walking, 
wheeling and cycling.

The Agnes Greenway offers protection for 
cycling, improved sidewalks and safer 
pedestrian crossings. This is an interim 
facility that doesn’t include all features yet.

You’ll see new landscaping and street 
furniture like benches along the greenways, 
inviting you to sit down and enjoy your 
beautiful environment.



Let’s make our way 
down the Greenway on 
Agnes St.

If you take the route 
during the rain, you’re 
going to see some 
surprises along the way 
that you won’t see on a 
sunny day.

A place to unwind, take advantage of some shade, and have a snack! Steps 
away from Douglas College, this plaza is where the Greenway begins. 
The trees are going to be in bloom soon!

Courthouse Parklet1



Let’s keep going down the greenway, 
we’ll cross Fourth Street – take a look at 
the beautiful bricks.

These bricks have been used since 1913, 
but now, the bricks are expensive to 
replace.  These bricks make a great 
sound when bikes or cars roll over them. 

Fourth Street is one of the city's 
steepest grades. 

Stop and have a listen.

Does it sound different to you than 
other roads?

2 Fourth Street Bricks 



École Qayqayt Elementary School

École Qayqayt
Elementary school is a 
K-5 dual track, English 
and French 
Immersion school 
located in New 
Westminster’s vibrant 
Downtown 
neighbourhood. 
Qayqayt officially 
opened its doors in 
the Fall of 2014.
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Q: Do you know the history behind the school’s name?



On May 13, 2015, the Park was opened on 
the former Saint Mary’s Hospital site. 

Saint Mary’s Park was designed with 
significant community feedback and 
involvement. The park has a playground 
and a community garden maintained by 
the New Westminster Community 
Garden Society. 

Take a walk through the park and you’ll 
find accessible equipment, a community 
garden and fun for the whole family!

St. Mary’s Park 

Can you find the 'first-aid crosses' stamped into 
the upper walkway that recognize 100 years of 
medical assistance and care?
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Does this crosswalk look strange to you?  Why do you think it only goes part-way?
Why is there a yellow, bumpy patch in the concrete?

The crosswalk 
shows people 
where to cross the 
bike path to get on 
the bus.

The yellow, bumpy 
area is known as a 
tactile walking 
surface indicators 
(TWSI) or a tactile 
pad. These areas 
help people who are 
blind know where 
the bus stop is.



Time to turn right on 
to First Street.

Head into Albert Crescent Park.
This is one of New West’s oldest parks, 
established in 1876! 

What landmarks can you see from the 
park? Do you know what City is just on 
the other side of the river?



There are two pathways you can take in Albert Crescent Park.

Going right is bumpier 
and a little shorter. The 
end of the path is more 
accessible.

Going left is paved, but 
the end of the path has 
a longer gravel section 
before it connects back 
to the sidewalk.
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Continue up the stone pathway and then turn left on the walk way.  This will take 
you to Elliot St, then turn right, up towards Agnes St. 

There are some great benches along this 
pathway – perfect spots to stop and rest.



Follow Agnes St for one block and 
then turn left on Merivale St. It’s best 
to cross the street first because you’ll 
be turning right on Dickenson St. 

The sidewalk on the right side of 
Dickenson St. is also newer and smoother 
thanks to the newer developments on 
this side of the street.



Don’t walk too far along Dickenson St! We get to enjoy another parklet to get to 
Carnarvon Street.  Did you know New Westminster had so many hidden mini parks?

What is blooming in the 
parklet? 

What do you hear?

Are there more birds in the 
parklet then on the street?

Note: The ramp is on the far 
side of the parklet, next to the 
church.



Turn right on Carnarvon St. and we’ll start to 
head down the hill. 

Carnarvon Street is a fascinating street, filled 
with history, residences and great places to stop 
and rest or people-watch.

What’s your favourite place to stop or shop on 
Carnarvon St?



The Old Courthouse was originally built in 
1891 and rebuilt in 1899. On September 10th, 
1898, several tonnes of hay that were being 
stored on B&K Wharf on Front Street caught 
fire. Known as the Great Fire of 1898, 
everything from the waterfront to Royal 
Avenue was devastated. The fire damage in 
Downtown New Westminster was assessed 
at $2.5 million that year (an estimated $80 
million in 2021!).

The old Land Registry Office was completed 
in 1911, has one storey, and is made of red 
brick and stone. In 1987, the Land Registry 
Office building and the Old Courthouse 
building were both renovated for office use.

Begbie Court & Land Registry Office 

Did you know this building was a courthouse? 
What other types of buildings does it look like?
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Important note! The Old Courthouse takes you one block 
further down Carnarvon than the mapped route. Take 
Carnarvon back to 6th St. to get back on track



Turn left on Sixth Street 
and head down towards 
the Fraser River.

All the way down the hill, turn right on 
Front Street and we’ll head towards the 
area known as Front St Mews. 

The Mews is a  
safe and 
pedestrian-
friendly street that 
residents and shop 
owners alike can 
be proud of.
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The three-sided mural, named “We Are One,” on 
the fenced-off vacant site of 638 Columbia 
Street, also runs along Mckenzie Street and 
wraps around Front Street, further activating the 
Mews. It was painted by local artists, Ela Maftei 
and Mihai Darvasa. 

The “Three-Sided” Mural

Also check out this lovely 
piece of public art!
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Cross the tracks at Begbie St. and follow the path that brings you 
between the Fraser River Discovery Centre and the River Market.  

At the Fraser River 
Discovery Centre you 
can learn about the 
river’s contribution to 
the life, history, and 
future of British 
Columbia.

Do you know where 
the Fraser River 
begins and ends? Go 
inside to find out!
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The Tin Solider is 9.75-metres tall and was 
listed as the World's Largest Tin Soldier in 
the 2002 Guinness Book of World 
Records.

Inside the statue, there is a time capsule 
set to be opened in the year 2025.  The 
time capsule has been there for over 20 
years. 

What do you think is inside?

What would you put inside a time capsule 
that will be opened 25 years from now?

The World’s Tallest Tin Soldier10



Let’s head down the New 
Westminster Quay 
Boardwalk, past the Tug 
Boat. Historically home of 
the Musqueam, Katzie, 
Qw’ó:ntl’an,Tsleil-Waututh 
and Qiqaýt.

The long structures that 
are running parallel to the 
river bank are training 
walls. They narrow the 
river channel, causing the 
river to deepen its bed.

How many boats do you see on the river?

11 Train the River



Ever since 1892, New Westminster has had 
a bustling market along the riverfront. In 
the early days, farmers from all over the 
Valley came to the market on the Fraser 
River using paddle wheelers and small 
boats. 

In 1986, the Westminster Quay Public 
Market was built and opened its doors to a 
flow of activities. In 2008, the market was 
renamed the River Market at Westminster 
Quay to celebrate the history of the Fraser 
River and the growing communities of 
Fraser Valley.

Note:  There are accessible washrooms 
inside the market.

12 The River Market



Time to turn right 
to head to the 
McInnes 
Overpass.



At the end of the Quay is the 
McInnes Overpass.

The McInnes Overpass opened in 
1998 and provides an important 
walking connection between 
Quayside and Downtown New West.

As part of the Streets for People 
2020 initiative, one lane has been 
closed to cars in order to open it to 
people walking, rolling and cycling 
to allow for more physical 
distancing. What can you see from the overpass? 

What is underneath the overpass?

McInnes Overpass13



It’s time to head back to Douglas College, you’ve made it through the entire tour!

You can take the stairs next to 
the Law Courts Building, or Keep going to Sixth street and turn left.



Thank you for joining us on this adventure!

We hope you enjoyed this tour of New Westminster and maybe 
even learned a few new things.

Come back and enjoy the Greenway and all of the spots you 
discovered along the way.   


