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Speak-in Speak-out 
City of New Westminster 
A Canada 150 Fund and Shaw Canada 150 initiative grant 
Deadline for Applications: June 5, 2017 at 4pm PST 

 
Opportunity 
Share stories, explore issues that matter to you and find your voice at Speak-In Speak-Out. This free 2-day workshop 
offers Aboriginal and Newcomer youth a platform to discover transformational writing-based practices. Literary forms 
such as poetry and spoken word are brought into the contemporary realm, as tools of empowerment to fearlessly 
explore personal and creative expression. Develop skills in both spoken and written language, learn tools beneficial for 
public speaking, test your freedoms of expression and boost self-confidence! The workshop culminates in an installation 
and exhibition at Anvil Centre in New Westminster. 
 
Background 
The City of New Westminster, in partnership with the Arts Council of New Westminster, the New Westminster Public 
Library Fraser, and with funding provided by the Canada 150 Fund and a Shaw Canada 150 Initiative grant, is requesting 
applications from Aboriginal and Newcomer youth, aged 13 to 21, living in the Lower Mainland.  
 
Applicants will participate in a free 2-day workshop with special guests Ahmed “Knowmadic” Ali and Kia Kadiri, 
Saturday June 17th (10:00-1:00) and Sunday June 18th (2:00-5:00). Workshops will take place at Anvil Centre and the New 
Westminster Public Library, and will culminate in an installation and exhibition at Anvil Centre in 2017 (optional, dates 
TBA).  
 
Eligibility Criteria 
Applicants must identify as First Nations, Newcomer or immigrant youth, aged 13 to 21.  
Spaces are limited: Maximum 24 participants. Apply today! 
 
Submission Requirements:  
To apply, send a short bio including your age and contact information (75 words), and a paragraph describing your 
interest in participating. You are welcome to include links to personal artworks, blogs, and previous writing. 
Attachments should not exceed 7MB. 
 
To submit your application, or for further information: 
Kristina Fiedrich, Arts Programmer 
Email: kfiedrich@newwestcity.ca Phone: 604 515 3837  

mailto:kfiedrich@newwestcity.ca
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Ahmed “Knowmadic” Ali  
Award winning poet Ahmed Ali also knows as ‘Knowmadic’, is a full-time poet, writer, actor, comedian, speaker and 
youth worker living in British Columbia. Ahmed was born in Mogadisho in 1984 and immigrated to Italy in 1989, evading 
the civil war. In 2001 Ahmed became the first Somali to enroll into Comedy Writing and performance at Humber College 
in Toronto, Ontario. Ahmed attended the Edmonton Poetry Festival (2009), is a founding member of The Breath in 
Poetry Collective (2009). In 2011, Ahmed became the first Somali spoken word champion at the Canadian Festival of 
Spoken Word. He is the recipient of the RISE award (2012), held tenure as Artist in Residence at the Langston Hughes 
Performing Arts Institute in Seattle, Washington (2013), named a “Difference Maker” by the Edmonton Journal (2013) 
and recognized as Alberta’s Top 30 under 30 for his work with IFSSA, Big Brothers Big Sisters, Mennonite Center for New 
Comers, and Ghandi Peace Conference and Edmonton Public Schools to name a few. His passion and commitment to 
poetry earned him an opportunity to represent Canada at the International Literature showcase in Norwich, UK, which is 
recognized by UNESCO as a city of literature. http://www.ahmedknowmadic.com/about/ 
 
Kia Kadiri 
Kia is a passionate Hip- Hop artist. This passion for music, rap, and poetry makes her extremely productive as a 
workshop leader, and engages even those participants who are shy to perform. Kia loves sharing the gift of words! The 
goals of her workshops are always to help youth build self-confidence, and connect to their cultural identities, using 
music, rap and poetry. She enjoys helping them express their ideas, communicating struggles that they face, addressing 
issues in their communities, and most of all having fun while they learn new skills. Kia is warm, welcoming and energetic, 
which makes her a magnet for adults and children. She demonstrates a good sense of the energy of the participants, and 
has the ability to shift gears quickly in response to their engagement. 
 

http://www.ahmedknowmadic.com/about/

