
LOW INFILL

LANEWAY HOUSE & CARRIAGE HOUSE
A laneway house is a detached rental unit 
at the rear of an existing single detached 
lot with a lane. A carriage house is a 
detached rental unit at the rear of a single 
detached dwelling, but is on a lot which 
does not have a lane.

The detached rental unit would not be 
permitted to be subdivided or stratified. 

A secondary suite would also be permitted 
within the principal building. 

This housing form would be new to New 
Westminster. 

SMALL LOT SINGLE DETACHED DWELLING 
A single building with a rental suite on a 
lot that is as small as 4,000 square feet. 
New Westminster currently permits these 
types of homes but a rezoning is required.

As these lots have a narrow width, lane 
access is generally preferred. 

SMALL LOT DUPLEX
A single building which is divided 
into two units on a smaller lot than is 
currently permitted (6,000 square feet). 
The building could be either in single 
ownership or stratified to allow multiple 
owners. Unit arrangement can be side 
by side, front to back, or up and down. 
Secondary suites would not be permitted. 

Separate private outdoor 
space provided for each 
unit.

The suite must have its own 
private outdoor space. 

Side by side duplex means 
both units have a front 
door easily visible from 
the street but the units are 
narrow. 

Units can have private and 
shared open space.

Small Lot Side by Side 
Duplex

Front and Back Duplex

Small Lot Single Detached 
Dwelling

Laneway House

Laneway House

Two Small Lot Single 
Detached Dwellings

The opportunity to keep the 
existing single detached 
dwelling means there is less 
pressure to demolish the 
existing house and there is 
little impact to the streetscape.

There may be a 
slightly  higher site 
coverage due to 
the new unit and 
required parking. 

Current standards would 
require three parking stalls 
(one per unit). A wider lot 
width would make it easier 
to accommodate parking 
and the laneway/carriage. 

The smaller lot size results 
in smaller outdoor space.

No,     
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Yes!Maybe, in the 
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Do you support this housing form? 
Use a dot to show us your level of support.

Share your comments about this type of housing!  
Add a post-it note here.

Require  
rezoning

Make it a 
permitted use

Only with 
design control

How should we implement this housing form? 

Providing parking 
pads and carports 
instead of garages 
could reduce the 
amount of  building 
bulk on the site and 
let more light into 
backyards. 

Each duplex half could be 
designed to be somewhat 
distinct.

Utilizing the front 
yard for open space 
increases livability and 
social interaction

Providing parking pads and 
carports instead of garages 
could reduce the amount of 
building bulk on the site and 
let more light into backyards. 

Back to front units may 
have a more usable 
layout. Rear unit should 
still be visible from the 
street. 

An up and down duplex 
would allow a one level 
unit on the main floor 
that may work well for 
seniors or people who 
prefer not to have stairs. 
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Do you support this housing form? 
Use a dot to show us your level of support.

Share your comments about this type of housing!  
Add a post-it note here.

Require  
rezoning

Make it a 
permitted use

Only with 
design control

How should we implement this housing form? 

No,     
thank you

Yes!Maybe, in the 
right context

Do you support this housing form? 
Use a dot to show us your level of support.

Share your comments about this type of housing!  
Add a post-it note here.

Require  
rezoning

Make it a 
permitted use

Only with 
design control

How should we implement this housing form? 

Current standards would 
require four parking stalls 
(two per lot, one per unit). 

Building two detached 
units could result in a 
more noticeable change 
to the existing streetscape 
than attached options 
(e.g. duplex). 

Current standards would 
require two parking stalls 
(one per unit). 

Principle Unit

Secondary Suite

Laneway House

Principle Unit

Secondary Suite



MODERATE INFILL

COMPACT LOT SINGLE DETACHED DWELLING 
Single residential units developed on lots 
ranging from 2,300 to 3,000 square feet. 
The lot width tends to range from 25 to 30 
feet. Secondary suites are not permitted in 
these buildings.

New Westminster currently permits these 
types of houses in some areas such as in 
the Port Royal and Thompson’s Landing 
areas of Queensborough as well as 
adjacent to Terry Hughes Park.

CLUSTER HOUSES
A group of houses which has two homes 
at the front facing the street, and two 
homes in behind using a panhandle lot 
arrangement and a shared driveway. All 
the houses are on their own freehold 
lot. There are examples of these types 
of housing within the Port Royal 
development in New Westminster.

Paving materials 
could help the 
shared driveway 
be a pedestrian 
friendly place.

Cluster Houses in 
Queensborough

Cluster Houses in 
Queensborough

Compact Lot Single Detached 
Dwelling in Glenbrooke North

Compact Lot Single Detached 
Dwellings in Queensborough

The smaller lot size 
results in more moderate 
outdoor space.

Street elevations 
for the front units 
should be distinct. 

Front yards provide 
private outdoor space 
for front units.

Providing parking pads 
and carports instead of 
garages could reduce the 
amount of building bulk 
on the site and let more 
light into backyards. 

Rear unit entry is 
visible from the 
sidewalk. 

Given the narrow lot 
width locating parking off 
a rear lane is preferred.  
Otherwise the streetscape 
is dominated by 
driveways.
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Yes!Maybe, in the 
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Do you support this housing form? 
Use a dot to show us your level of support.

Share your comments about this type of housing!  
Add a post-it note here.
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Make it a 
permitted use

Only with 
design control

How should we implement this housing form? 
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thank you
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Do you support this housing form? 
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How should we implement this housing form? 

Providing parking pads 
and carports instead of 
garages could reduce the 
amount of building bulk 
on the site and let more 
light into backyards. 

Each building is on 
its own property, but 
there is an agreement 
in place to share the 
driveway.



MODERATE INFILL

Four units either in a single building or in 
separate buildings which is most likely to 
be stratified to allow multiple owners. 

A quadraplex, for example, could include 
two duplexes, one facing the street 
and the other behind facing a lane. A 
quadraplex could also be the conversion of 
an existing large home into four units.

Small sized private 
outdoor space should be 
provided for each unit.

Quadraplex (attached)

Quadraplex (two front-
back duplexes) 

There is a high site coverage 
due to the new units and 
required parking. 

Current standards would 
required four parking stalls 
(one per unit). Lane access 
and a wider lot width 
would make it easier to 
accommodate parking.

TRIPLEX
Three units either in a single building or in 
two or three separate buildings. It is likely 
that the units would be stratified. A Triplex 
could include a Duplex facing the street 
and a detached unit facing a rear lane for 
example.

Triplexes could be developed with or 
without lanes.

Moderate sized private 
outdoor space can be 
provided for each unit. Attached Triplex

A driveway to rear 
parking can be used when 
there is no lane but will  
add to the amount of 
impervious surfaces and 
reduces space for trees. 

Shared garage could be 
replaced with parking 
pads that is combined 
with landscaping and 
permeable paving to create 
a multipurpose courtyard. 

Current standards would 
required three parking 
stalls (one per unit). 

Each unit has a private 
entrance and access to 
off-street parking.

Rear unit entry is visable 
from the sidewalk. 
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How should we implement this housing form? 
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Share your comments about this type of housing!  
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How should we implement this housing form? 

Providing parking pads and 
carports instead of garages 
could reduce the amount of  
building bulk on the site and 
let more light into backyards. 

QUADRAPLEX It would be easier to fit four 
units (and the parking) on a 
large lot (e.g. over 8,000 sq ft), 
but there is a very small number 
of these lots in the city.

Building detached units 
could result in a more 
noticeable change to the 
existing streetscape than 
attached options.

Building detached units is also 
possible but could result in a 
more noticeable change to the 
existing streetscape than attached 
options.

Utilizing the front yard for 
open space increase livability 
and social interaction

Attached units makes it easier 
to provide open space. 

Side by side units on a 
corner lot are just like 
a small townhouse 
development. 

Open space on the side 
of the lot is small and can 
have a bigger impact on 
the neighbouring house.

Each unit has a private 
entrance and access to 
off-street parking.

Central courtyard 
could increase social 
interaction between 
owners. 

Allowing a smaller front 
yard increases the usable 
space behind the front 
buildings. 

On a corner lot units can 
face the main street or 
the side street. 

Lane access and a wider 
lot width are required to 
accommodate parking. 
It is unlikely that 
underground parking 
would be feasible on a 
small lot project. 

Queensborough  Attached 
Triplex



FOUR UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT

EIGHT UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT

FIFTEEN UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT

HIGH INFILL

TOWNHOUSE
Ground oriented dwelling units which 
include individual exterior entrances, a 
private outdoor space, usually consist 
units which are multiple level and 
are typically larger than the average 
apartment unit.

The development is likely to be stratified 
to allow multiple owners.

The number of units in a development 
can range in number. For example a 
development on a larger site is likely to 
include more depending on the size of the 
site. Give the small number of large lots in 
New Westminster lot consolidation will be 
required. 

Small sized private 
outdoor space should be 
provided for each unit.

Townhouses.

Townhouses.

Lane access and a wider 
lot width are required to 
accommodate parking. 
It is unlikely that 
underground parking 
would be feasible on a 
small lot project. 

No,     
thank you

Yes!
Maybe, in the 
right context

Do you support this housing form? 
Use a dot to show us your level of support.

Share your comments about this type of housing!  
Add a post-it note here.

Require  
rezoning

Make it a 
permitted useOnly with 

design control

How should we implement this housing form? 

Each unit should have 
a distinct entrance and 
design features.  

Common outdoor 
space should be 
provided in larger 
projects.Each unit has a private 

entrance and access to 
off-street parking.

Small sized private 
outdoor space should be 
provided for each unit.

Four side by side units on 
a corner lot are just like a 
Quadraplex. 

Open space on the side 
of the lot is small and can 
have a bigger impact on 
the neighbouring house.

On a corner lot units can 
face the main street or 
the side street. 

Providing parking pads 
and carports instead of 
garages could reduce the 
amount of building bulk 
on the site and let more 
light into backyards. 

Underground 
parking might be 
possible for larger 
developments.

ROWHOUSE
Residential units without side yard 
setbacks and which share a common wall 
with a unit on a least one side. They can be 
developed as freehold lots, meaning that 
each unit is on its own lot.

Lanes are required in a freehold 
arrangement because of the narrow lot 
width, in order to accommodate parking 
on each individual lot. 

Rowhouses in 
Queensborough

Rowhouses

Each unit would have 
open space in the front 
and back yard.

No,     thank 
you

Yes!Maybe, in the 
right context

Do you support this housing form? 
Use a dot to show us your level of support.

Share your comments about this type of housing!  
Add a post-it note here.

Require  
rezoning

Make it a 
permitted use

Only with 
design control

How should we implement this housing form? 

This housing form would only 
work on a limited number of 
existing lots in New Westminster. 
It is more likely that consolidation 
of lots would be required.

One parking stall would 
be provided for each 
unit. 

Each unit is on its own 
property, but there is 
an agreement in place 
to share the common 
wall.

Providing parking pads and 
carports instead of garages 
could reduce the amount of  
building bulk on the site and 
let more light into backyards. 


