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NEIGHBOURHOOD TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
(NTAC) 

Tuesday, September 10, 2019, at 5:30 p.m. 
Council Chambers – City Hall 

MINUTES 

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy - Chair
David Tate - Community Member
Robert Petrusa - Connaught Heights RA Representative
John Hooker - Brow of Hill RA Representative
Martina Rempel - Queens Park RA Representative
Karon Trenaman  - ICBC Representative
Frank Norman  - West End RA Representative
Wilf Brodrick -  McBride-Sapperton RA Representative
Danielle Karlsson - Massey- Victory Heights RA Representative
Brennan Anstey -  DPAC Representative
Doug Bjornson - Glenbrooke North RA Representative
Roland Guasparini - Downtown RA Representative
Tracie Berg -  Queensborough RA Representative
Iain Lancaster - School District #40 Representative
Vacant - Coast Mountain Bus Group
Vacant - Downtown Business Association
Vacant - New West Chamber of Commerce Representative

REGRETS: 
Raunaq Singh - Victoria Hill RA
Vickey Turvey - Quayside RA Representative

STAFF: 
Mike Anderson - Transportation Engineer
Ryan Huang -  Engineering Technologist
Sgt. Greg Smith - New Westminster Police Department
Tabitha Guichon - Recording Secretary

The meeting was called to order at 5:35 pm. 

1.0 ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

1.1 Adoption of the Agenda of September 10, 2019 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the Agenda of the Neighbourhoood Traffic Advisory Committee meeting 
held on September 10, 2019 be received and adopted. 
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CARRIED. 
 
All members of the Committee present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of June 11, 2019 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the Minutes of the Neighbourhood Traffic Advisory Committee meeting held 
on June 11, 2019 be received and adopted. 

CARRIED. 
 
All members of the Committee present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
3.1 No items 
 
4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
4.1 School Zone Infrastructure Update – Mike Anderson, Transportation 

Engineer 
Mike Anderson provided a review of a couple of school zones they have reviewed 
reviewing including the different measures they may be considering in those areas. 
(See attachment 1)  
 
Discussion ensued and the following comments were provided for Herbert 
Spencer Elementary: 

• It was suggested that staff could reduce afternoon traffic on Sixth Ave by 
restricting through traffic on Seventh between Fifth Street & Sixth street, 
specifically left turns 

• The area where the radar sign is on the East side of sixth seems like it is a 
long way down the hill, may be better to have it closer to the school 

• Sixth Avenue is a concern because of cars trying to make left hand turns at 
First Street & Second Street. This backs up traffic behind them and causes 
driver frustration which is not ideal in a school zone 

• Budget process is being worked on with hopes of work happening in 2020 
• Zebra stripes are traditionally only used on signalized crosswalks 
• Staff will follow up with the painted lines for the new crosswalk  
• Suggestion to have a speed bump before the raised crosswalks 
• Raised crosswalk would be about 6” 
• Colored lines or something different would catch people’s attention and 

makes it more fun for kids 
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• Consider creating some visual distractions in the area such as more 
pedestrian landscaping along the boulevards/entrances or gateway feature, 
something that makes the area seem different and makes drivers slow down 

 
Discussion ensued and the following comments were provided for Connaught 
Heights Elementary: 

• A member noted that the temporary measures that were put in on London 
have been a huge improvement to the area for parents driving kids to 
school. Member’s hope that remains in place. 
 

5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
5.1 2020 Pedestrian Crossing Improvements Program – Mike Anderson, 

Transportation Engineer 
Mike Anderson provided members with a map that included the location of 8 
different pedestrian crossings that have been identified as part of the work plan for 
the 2020 year. (See attachment 2).  

 
 Discussion ensued and the following comments were provided: 

• Eighth Avenue & Fifth Street will be looked into by staff 
• Consider doing Sixth Avenue and Second Street as well as Sixth Avenue & 

Fourth Street. 
• Staff noted that transit issues can be a concern when putting in measures 

that can delay transit 
• There should be more or better signage along Eighth street near Century 

House notifying the residents of the park zone and speed limit 
• Suggestion that the north side of Fourth Street and Agnes Street should be 

looked into for a marked crosswalk 
• The school district and the city are still in conversation with how things 

will work at NWSS 
 

5.2 Signal Policy – Mike Anderson, Transportation Engineer 
Mike Anderson provided an update about the signal policy that the ACTBiPed 
committee has been working on as part of their work plan (See attachment 3).  
 
Discussion ensued and the following comments were provided: 

• Alberta & East Columbia is a frustrating area for residents 
• Needs to be efficient for pedestrians but should also take into consideration 

that some people still have to drive 
• Members suggested that putting fencing down medians should be 

incorporating into the policy for a measure to avoid 
• The beeping can be loud, suggestions to have that looked into 
• Review the timing of the red light after the countdown timer completes 
• Pedestrian crossing times are important 
• Involve cyclists crossing buttons in the policy 
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5.3 Questions Received from the RA’s 

• In regards to the EVO cars being bunched up together, staff will discuss 
how they can mediate some of these issues. If there are specific areas 
where cars get bunched up, members are requested to advise staff so that it 
can be brought up directly with EVO. 

• Construction workers crossing Brunette at Spruce Street in a huge safety 
concern. NWPD have noticed this issue and will be continuing to monitor 
the area. 

 
6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 
6.1 No items 
 
7.0 NEXT MEETING DATES 
 

November 12, 2019 
 

8.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 pm. 

Certified correct, 
 
 
 

 
JAIMIE MCEVOY 
CHAIR 

 TABITHA GUICHON 
RECORDING SECRETARY 

 DRAFT



Zebra Crosswalk
This type of marking offer greater conspicuity than Twin 
parallel Line Crosswalk markings

In-Street Crosswalk Signs
In-street signs are portable signs that placed on the road 
centrelines or in medians of the road They make the 
school zone information such as crosswalk more 
noticeable to motorists and are intended to increase 
driver awareness and compliance with the crosswalk.

Raised Refuge Islands or Medians
These are roadway design treatments that allow 
pedestrians to cross one direction of traffic at a time. 
Typically, medians or refuge islands are raised above the 
surface of the roadway and provide an accessible 
crossing pathway. 

School Zone Speed Management Toolkit

On-Road “sign” Pavement Markings
It provide information that would typically be shown to 
drivers through signage but are painted on the roadway 
to provide a larger image, and one that is directly in the 
driver’s line of sight. Some examples could be speed limit, 
“slow”, “Stop ahead”, etc.

Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS)
Vehicle activated signs are electronic roadside warning 
signs equipped with radar speed detectors and an 
illuminated display. Vehicle activated signs are similar to 
speed feedback signs but instead of showing the speed 
of the vehicle, the speed is used to activate a symbol 
displaying the actual hazard ahead when a 
predetermined speed threshold is exceeded. Otherwise, 
the sign shows no message.

Curb Extensions
A curb extension is an extension of the curb out from 
the sidewalk into the street, narrowing the width of the 
roadway. Curb extensions, which can also be referred to 
as bulb-outs and neckdowns, help to increase visibility 
of the pedestrian to a motorist, decrease crossing 
distance, and slow turning speeds of vehicles.

Chokers, Chicanes and Lateral Shifts
These all consist of road narrowing installed at non-
intersection locations to create a narrow two-lane gap 
or a single lane. 
Chokers are midblock curb extensions that narrow the 
street by expanding the sidewalk or adding a planting 
strip, and often are installed at midblock crossings. 
Chicanes are a type of lateral shift that requires traffic 
to move from side to side of the street in order to 
create an S-shaped travel path. These features can 
compromise on-street parking and bus access, and may 
have limited application near schools.

Speed Humps 
Speed humps are raised sections of pavement placed 
across the street to force motorists to reduce speeds. 

Speed  Tables and Raised Crosswalks 
Speed tables are similar to speed humps, except they 
include a flat section on top, sometimes constructed 
with a decorative surface material. Raised crosswalks 
are speed tables marked as a pedestrian crossing, 
which allows pedestrians to cross without stepping 
down and up between the curb and the road. 

Attachment 1



This map is a user generated static output from an Internet mapping site and
is for reference only. Data layers that appear on this map may or may not be

accurate, current, or otherwise reliable.
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This map is a user generated static output from an Internet mapping site and
is for reference only. Data layers that appear on this map may or may not be

accurate, current, or otherwise reliable.
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12th St at 4th Ave

11th St at Queens Ave

10th St at Agnes St

Clarkson St at Lorne Mews

8th St at Hamilton St

700 block Princess St

6th Ave at 4th St

E Royal Ave at Francis Way
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Signal Policy
ACTBiPed Committee 

2019 Workshop Activity 

September 2019

Attachment 3

Document used for NTAC meeting - Sept 10, 2019

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good evening everyone…I’m here tonight to discuss the Signal Policy we have been looking into and researching….The signal policy’s intent is to layout principles we are trying to achieve based on policy statements and further supporting it with tangible details and physical design characteristics.  These signal policies are intended to adapt the MTP’s guiding vision of creating a walkable community that ensures walking is safe, convenient and universally accessible and making cycling a comfortable and attractive way to move throughout the city for people of all ages and abilities.  



GUIDING PRINCIPLES
• Improving crossing times for pedestrians

• Improving sight lines for all road users

• Improving universal accessibility

• Reducing conflicts between all road users

• Making walking, cycling & transit safer, more comfortable 
and more convenient

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We used few guiding principles to help formulate the policies and help give a more clear direction in how we approach each policy.  These include improving crossing times, improving sight lines, reducing conflicts amongst road users, pedestrian safety and encouraging walking, cycling and transit usage.  



BACKGROUND
• Issue – Pedestrians having to 

push-button to get ‘permission’ to 
cross a road

• Source (CNW) – Stemmed from 
Belmont Street Crossing 
discussions in 2016

• Direction - CNW to have a 
consistent practice and application 
of push-buttons

• 2019 – ACTBiPed workshop item



BACKGROUND

• Been an issue in:
– New York, Toronto, Edmonton, Ottawa, Halifax, 

Portland, Los Angeles etc. 

• No other local municipalities in Metro Vancouver 
have all-encompassing Signal Policy

• Still an evolving field, with Portland developing a 
framework over 2019/20 to act as guidance/ 
best practice. 



2019  ACTBIPED WORKSHOP

• Acknowledged that the buttons are still
required for ‘accessibility reasons’ and
should not be removed

• Desire to see greater emphasis on making it
safer and easier for pedestrians (and
cyclists) to cross the road

• Awareness that this means different things to
different people



POLICY LINKAGE

• What does our 
Master 
Transportation 
Plan tell us? 

• What does the 
Regional 
Transportation 
Strategy tell us?

• Where are 
updates required

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Institute of Transportation & Development Policy. BC Community Road Safety Toolkit



PROGRESS

• Research and information gathering

• Get better understanding of what we are dealing 
with:
– Driven by our built environment and multi-generational 

marketing & campaigning 

– Much bigger than just ‘beg-buttons’ 

– Requires over-arching Signal Policy to capture full 
spectrum of changes required, including:

• Technical evaluation
• Operational evaluation
• Behavioral change 



COMPETING PRIORITIES?
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