
        

DOWNTOWN OFF-LEASH AREA 
RELOCATION

May 16, 2018

The City is holding a second public open house to present options and receive feedback on a preferred location for a new dog off-leash area in 
the Downtown and the surrounding areas. We’re here to get your comments on the locations and understand the preferred location within the 
neighbourhood.

The Downtown neighbourhood is densifying and the number of dogs in the City is increasing.  New Westminster has eight off-leash dog areas and 
the need for dog friendly spaces continues to grow, particularly in multi-family neighbourhoods.  Larger dog parks are often a destination because 
they cannot be easily accommodated in a downtown setting.  Dog runs and relief areas, often less than 200 sq. m. (2150 sq ft), are more easily 
integrated into the urban context and offer a creative solution to the needs of urban dog owners.  The size may seem small, but a variety of these 
smaller dog run areas can provide plenty of space for dogs to enjoy fresh air, meet other dogs and do their business.  

To further address the needs for the growing need for off-leash areas within the Downtown and across the City, staff have implemented or will 
implement the following:

DOWNTOWN OFF-LEASH
AREA RELOCATION

WELCOME TO OPEN HOUSE #2

PHOTO OF THE EXISTING DOG OFF-LEASH AREA AT 824 AGNES STREET

1

PROJECT BACKGROUND

NEXT STEPS

The existing Temporary Off-Leash Dog Area has been in place since 2009 and consists of two separate sites. The first site is located adjacent 
to Carnarvon Street and is privately owned. The City has received an application for redevelopment of this site. If the application was to be 
approved, the site will likely become unavailable within the next year.

The second site located at 824 Agnes Street was gifted to the City by the Chinese Benevolent Association (CBA). This site was the focal point of 
the Chinese community in New Westminster and was the location of the Chinese ‘Old Man’s Home’, built in 1905. The site and building served 
for generations as an informal civic centre for the Chinese community in New Westminster and was used as a school, a hospital, a residential 
care facility for the elderly, and was also the home of the CBA.

In 2016, as part of Chinese Reconciliation Process, there was overwhelming support for a park at this location which would commemorate 
Chinese history and contributions and provide a community recreation space and refuge in the densely populated Downtown neighbourhood. We 
will also be discussing the preferred park design concept at this open house.  As a result of both the temporary off-leash dog area sites becoming 
unavailable, a process for selecting a new location for an off-leash dog area is necessary. 

Thank you for taking the time to 
attend the 2nd open house!

1  Speak to the City staff in attendance;

SHARE YOUR IDEAS
Please share your ideas with us by doing one or all of the following:

2  Write your feedback on a sticky note and place it on the boards;
3  Sign-in and provide your email address to receive future information;
4    Complete an survey tonight or online at : www.newwestcity.ca/824agnes

SHORT - TERM

MEDIUM - TERM

LONG - TERM

• Continue to require that all proposed tower developments provide a dog relief area (minimum size of 10 sq m or 100 
sq ft) for residents. These pet relief areas are owned, maintained and operated by the housing strata;

• Relocate the existing downtown off-leash area (813 Carnarvon St.) to a city owned land;

• Develop a City-Wide Off-Leash Dog Area Strategy; 
• Collaborate with Translink to explore the feasiblity of converting the space on Clarkson Street under the skytrain into 

an off-leash area; and                     

• Create a masterplan for two parks in the Downtown, Muni Evers Park and 660 Quayside (adjacent to Westminster 
Pier Park).  The City will engage the  community in an extensive consultation process for each park, which may include 
consideration of an off-leash area.   

For next steps in the process, staff will summarize the feedback from open house #2 and the online survey to determine the final location in 
Simcoe Park for a new off-leash dog area (currently located at 813 Carnarvon Street).  Based on the summary of all feedback, staff will make a 
recommendation to Council in late June/ early July 2018 regarding a preferred location for the lower portion of the off-leash area.  

The upper portion of the Downtown Off-Leash Area (currently located at 824 Agnes Street) will be relocated at a later phase.  It is anticipated 
that the off-leash area will remain operational until Fall 2019.  At this stage of the process, staff will further explore the feasibility of potential 
sites including an off-leash area under the Skytrain along Clarkson Street.  This location is being explored further as it would be easily integrated 
into the urban context, it is centrally located within the Downtown and would transfer underutilized open space to meet  the needs of urban dog 
owners.  
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EXISTING TEMPORARY
OFF - LEASH DOG AREA

SITE 1  

What is working well at the existing site? What should be improved at alternate future site?   

Area = 857 sq.m
Level Change: 1m

Area = 842 sq.m 
Level Change: 6m

DETAIL PLAN- EXISTING SITE Scale 1:400

SITE 2

SITE 1

SITE ATTRIBUTES:

WHAT WE’VE  HEARD...

2

SITE PHOTOS

SITE 2 

Total Area = 1699 sq.m

It’s close by, accessible by foot.
It’s helpful to have garbage cans at each 
exit as well as extra doggy bags.
It’s great that there is a water fountain that 
the dogs can drink from in the summer 
time.

Better ground surface, have grass if possible
Grass instead of gravel, or finer gravel would be great 
for the dogs’ paws. 
If it’s going to be a smaller space having the option 
for agility training would be nice. 
The fence is old and rusty with pieces sticking out. 
Lights would be a major improvement. 
More trees
There could be more benches where humans can sit 
while their dogs run around 
There should be area for small dogs only and all 
dogs. 

Future Park Site 
(Late 2019)

Future Development Site
(Fall/winter 2018)

Upper OLA (SITE 2)Lower OLA (SITE 1)1 2

2

1
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Four potential locations were presented to the public at an open house event on January 31, 2018 
hosted at Holy Trinity Cathedral. The opportunity to provide feedback was also extended through an 
online survey. The collective input from the general public has informed the selection process for the 
shortlisted locations being presented at this second open house. 

Based on what we heard, Toronto Place Park is the least favorite site, Clarkson Street under skytrain is not 
city-owned land which requires negotiation with property owner. City staff are exploring two potential sites 
based on the collective input from the public : Simcoe Park Central and Simcoe Park Southeast Corner. 

A B

B

C D

C

D

SIMCOE PARK (CENTRAL) SIMCOE PARK (SE CORNER)
TORONTO PLACE PARK CLARKSON STREET UNDER SKYTRAIN

EXISTING DOG OFF-LEASH AREA (OLA)

EXISTING SMALL DOG RELIEF AREA

NUMBER OF DOG LICENSES IN DOWNTOWN AREA

LEGEND:

#
QUAYSIDE 
DOG OLA

DOWNTOWN 
DOG OLA

3

Like
Dislike
Neutral

WHAT WE’VE HEARD
COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE#1 (JAN 31, 2018) & ONLINE SURVEY

Open house attendees and survey participants were asked to give feedback on four potential sites for 
the new dog off-leash area:

Online Survey Results:

SIMCOE PARK 
(CENTRAL) 

SIMCOE PARK 
(SOUTHEAST CORNER)

TORONTO PLACE PARK

56.25% (9)

43.75% (7)

31.25% (5)

55.56% (10)

25.00% (4)

25.00% (4)

25.00% (4)

38.89% (7)

18.75% (3)

31.25% (5)

43.75% (7)

5.56% (1)

A. Simcoe Park (Central)

B. Simcoe Park (Southeast Corner)

C. Toronto Place Park

D. Clarkson Street Under Skytrain

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Page 1 of 1Global

CLARKSON STREET 
UNDER SKYTRAIN

ENGAGEMENT PROCESS

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS & CONCLUSIONS

Question: The City is currently 
generating a list of candidate sites 
for a new off- leash area in the 
Downtown neighbourhood. Please 
share your comments on each 
potential location:

Open 
House

#1
Online 
Survey

16 people attended  
the open house + 21 people responded to 

the online survey

*

*
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A

B

C

D

COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE#1 (JAN 31, 2018) & ONLINE SURVEY

What do you like 
about this location?

What concerns do you have 
about this location?
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SIMCOE PARK 
SOUTHEAST 

CORNER

Nice community, location, lots of 
dog owners in the neighborhood 
already treat it like an off-leash 
park anyway.
It is quiet and closest to the 
original off leash park location. 
All other locations are adjacent 
to busy streets with heavy traffic 
throughout the day.
It is away from traffic which is 
secure and nice.

It would be noisy for the school. The 
field which is utilized by the school 
and other groups during after school 
hours and on weekends, as well as the 
many residents nearby as it is a quiet 
residential area, unlike downtown.
It would conflict with existing park’s 
amenities.
Adjacent to a residential Tower.
Lack of parking stalls.

Good size.
The noise could be mitigated by 
traffic on Royal Avenue.
It has no residential buildings 
adjacent to it.
It has nice views, covered by mature 
trees for shade, and the area is 
generally underutilized.
It is still within walking distance 
for the majority of dog owners and 
residential towers.
Access to parking after work hours 
at School District.

The noise could be mitigated by 
traffic on Royal Avenue and Eighth 
Street. 
It has nice views, covered by 
some trees, and are generally 
underutilized.
It is still within walking distance for 
the majority of dog owners. 

It is along the edge of Royal Avenue, 
quite a busy intersection.
Too prominent, waste of valuable land. 

The high traffic volume on 2 sides of 
Toronto Park would not be ideal for 
dogs.
Waste of valuable land. The park has 
potential for redevelopment. 
Directly adjacent to residential 
buildings on two sides.
No parking close by.

Effective use of land, allows better 
use of other sites
It revives a currently dead space
Good weather protection 
Central to high density dog 
population, away from busy 
intersection 
It is downtown, within walking 
distance of existing and many 
future developments. 
Flat surface

Don’t like gravel surface.
It is far too small considering the 
amount of dogs that come to the park
Too far and is not city owned which 
would be more difficult and possibly 
expensive to make into a dog park
Too noisy
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WALKABILITY ANALYSIS 5

Royal Ave.

Queens Ave.

Agnes St.

Carnarvon St.

Clarkson St.

Eighth St.

Begbie St.

Tenth St.

M
clnnes St. 

Blackie St.

A

B

D

SIMCOE PARK 
(CENTRAL) 

SIMCOE PARK 
(SE CORNER)

EXISTING TEMPORARY
OFF - LEASH DOG AREA

CLARKSON STREET UNDER 
SKYTRAIN
(FUTURE POTENTIAL SITE)

1

1

2

3

2

3

12 minutes
28 m
8m

10 minutes
16 m
8m

6 minutes
27 m

Agnes St. @ Tenth St.

Agnes St. 

Carnarvon St. 

Tenth St.@ Royal Ave.

Agnes St. @ Eighth St.

Carnarvon St. @ Eighth St.

Eighth St. @ Royal Ave.

Begbie St. 

Mclnnes St. Mclnnes St.

Simcoe Park SE Corner

Clarkson St.

SITE 2

SITE 2

The online survey results show that all respondents 
WALK to an off-leash area and the majority (67%) of 
respondents are willing to regularly walk under 10 
minutes to get to an off-leash area. 

The Walkability Analysis Map identifies the walking 
routes to the proposed off-leash areas from the 
existing downtown off-leash area. 
 
The photos  shown below illustrate the topography 
change and intersections along each walking route. 
Average walk time and uphill/downhill level changes 
are shown to help understand the walkability of each 
preferred location. 

* Clarkson Street under skytrain presented here 
is a future potential site. The city will be reviewing 
feasibility with Translink in the near future.  

Q: How far are you willing to 
regularly WALK to get to an 
off-leash dog area?
Respondents: 18

Q: How do you typically 
travel to an off-leash 
dog area?
Respondents: 16

SURVEY QUESTIONS:

10) How do you get to an off-leash dog area? 
Respondents: 16

Choice Count

Walk
100.00%

16

Drive
0.00%

0

Total
100%
16

Walk
100.00% (16)

Drive
0.00% (0)

Page 15 of 18Global

4) How far are you willing to regularly WALK to get to an off-leash dog area? 
Respondents: 18

Choice Count

Under 10 minutes
66.67%

12

10 – 20 minutes
16.67%

3

20 – 30 minutes
5.56%

1

30 minutes +
11.11%

2

Total
100%

18

Under 10 minutes
66.66% (12)

10 – 20 minutes
16.67% (3)

20 – 30 minutes
5.56% (1)

30 minutes +
11.11% (2)

Page 8 of 18Global

under 10 minutes
66.67% 

20 minutes+
11.11% 

20 -30 minutes
5.56% 

10 -20 minutes
16.67% 

Walk
100.00% 

Drive
0.00% 
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City-owned land
Located within existing Simcoe Park 
Relatively flat surface with sod
Adjacent to park amenities and Fraser River 
Middle School
Relatively flat surface with sod
Residential areas across Mclnnes St and 
Queens Ave.

SIMCOE PARK CENTRAL

DETAIL PLAN- PROPOSED SITE Scale 1:400

SITE PHOTOS

SITE ATTRIBUTES:
Area of Proposed Location = 650sq.m (7000 sq.ft)

PROPOSED 

LO
CATIO

N
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6a TELL US WHAT YOU THINK

1)  WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT THIS LOCATION? 

2) WHAT CONCERNS DO YOU HAVE WITH THIS LOCATION?
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OPTION B  7

City-owned land
Located within existing Simcoe Park
Located within 250 meters (~6 min walk) of 
existing dog park
Relatively flat surface with sod
Close proximity to other park amenities and 
Fraser River Middle School
Noise may mitigated by traffic on Royal Ave.
Visible from nearby streets and park spaces
Existing mature trees provide shade and 
weather protection
Potential conflicts with existing tree roots
Provides views of the river

SIMCOE PARK SOUTHEAST CORNER

DETAIL PLAN- PROPOSED SITE Scale 1:400

SITE PHOTOS

SITE ATTRIBUTES:
Area of Proposed Location = 650 sq.m (7000 sq.ft)

PROPOSED 
LOCATION
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7a TELL US WHAT YOU THINK

1)  WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT THIS LOCATION? 

2) WHAT CONCERNS DO YOU HAVE WITH THIS LOCATION?


