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1.8 New Westminster Regional Context Statement 
 
Authority 
 
Under the provisions of the Local Government Act (LGA, sections 849 and 850) regional 
districts are granted authority to adopt a regional growth strategy. In July 2011, following 
acceptance by all member municipalities, the Metro Vancouver Board adopted a Regional 
Growth Strategy titled “Metro Vancouver 2040: Shaping our Future”. The Regional Growth 
Strategy (RGS) takes a region-wide long term perspective of how to accommodate the projected 
growth of over an additional one million residents and 600,000 additional jobs while at the same 
time advancing livability, environmental and economic goals.  
 
All member municipalities are required by the Local Government Act (section 866) to submit a 
Regional Context Statement for acceptance by the Metro Vancouver Board. The purpose of the 
Regional Context Statement is to show how each municipality’s Official Community Plan 
contributes to the achievement of region-wide goals. The legislation requires that with the 
Regional Context Statement identify the relationship between the Official Community Plan and 
the matters addressed in the Regional Growth Strategy or if applicable how the Official 
Community Plan is to be made consistent with the Regional Growth Strategy over time.  
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Regional Goals 
 
These five goals contained in the Regional Growth Strategy articulate the region’s collective 
vision for the future.  
 
Goal 1: Create a Compact Urban Area 
Metro Vancouver’s growth is concentrated in compact communities with access to a range of 
housing choices, close to employment, amenities and services. Compact transit-oriented 
development patterns help reduce greenhouse gas emissions and pollution, and support both the 
efficient use of land and an efficient transportation network.  
 
Goal 2: Support a Sustainable Economy 
The land base and transportation systems required to nurture a healthy business sector are 
protected and supported. This includes supporting regional employment and economic growth. 
Industrial and agricultural land is protected and commerce flourishes in Urban Centres 
throughout the region. 
 
Goal 3: Protect the Environment and Respond to Climate Change Impacts 
Metro Vancouver’s vital ecosystems continue to provide the essentials of life – clean air, water 
and food. A connected network of habitats is maintained for a wide variety of wildlife and plant 
species. Protected natural areas provide residents and visitors with diverse recreational 
opportunities. Strategies also help Metro Vancouver and member municipalities meet their 
greenhouse gas emission targets, and prepare for, and mitigate risks from, climate change and 
natural hazards.  
 
Goal 4: Develop Complete Communities 
Metro Vancouver is a region of communities with a diverse range of housing choices suitable for 
residents at any stage of their lives. The distribution of employment and access to services and 
amenities builds complete communities throughout the region. Complete communities are 
designed to support walking, cycling and transit, and to foster healthy strategies. 
 
Goal 5: Support Sustainable Transportation Choices 
Metro Vancouver’s compact, transit-oriented urban form supports a range of sustainable 
transportation choices. This pattern of development expands the opportunities for transit, 
multiple-occupancy vehicles, cycling and walking, encourages active lifestyles, and reduces 
energy use, greenhouse gas emissions, household expenditure on transportation, and improves air 
quality. The region’s road, transit, rail and waterway networks play a vital role in serving and 
shaping regional development, providing linkages among the region’s communities and 
providing vital goods movement networks.   
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Introduction 
 
Metro Vancouver and its member municipalities are fortunate to have a regional collaborative 
governance system. Well-managed growth helps preserve the region’s waterways, green spaces 
and farm land, builds resiliency against natural hazards and climate change, strengthens the 
region’s economic advantages, improves the efficiency of infrastructure, and enhances 
community well-being. 
 
New Westminster’s location on the Fraser River, at the hub of the regional road and transit 
system, and sharing borders with four municipalities accentuates the value of a regional 
approach. The City of New Westminster Official Community Plan demonstrates support for the 
Regional Growth Strategy. Key local elements of particular regional significance include: 
 

 Continuing to advance Downtown New Westminster as a Regional City Centre. 
 Supporting urban containment policies and focusing growth in locations well served by 

the region’s Frequent Transit Network. 
 Preserving and enhancing the natural and recreational assets of the Fraser and Brunette 

Rivers. 
 Protecting lands for industrial activities in prime goods movement corridors. 
 Helping to increase the supply of affordable housing and enhancing housing diversity. 
 Coordinating land use and transportation to reduce automobile use and promote transit, 

walking and cycling. 
 Developing healthy and complete communities. 

 
This Regional Context Statement shows how New Westminster’s Official Community Plans 
address the municipal responsibilities contained in the Regional Growth Strategy. In addition to 
identifying municipal roles, the Regional Growth Strategy clearly outlines what is expected from 
Metro Vancouver, TransLink, and the provincial and federal governments to help advance shared 
objectives. Some of the key partner actions that are vital to the ability for New Westminster to 
meet its regional commitments are highlighted below.  
 
Provincial legislation requires TransLink to provide a regional transportation system that 
supports Metro Vancouver’s Regional Growth Strategy. The Regional Transportation Strategy 
Strategic Framework (2013) contains a long term goal of much reduced automobile use on the 
Burrard Peninsula, from 60% of all trips in 2011 to 34% by the year 2041. For the rest of the 
region, the target is from 81% of all trips by automobile in 2011 down to 60% by 2041. If these 
targets are achieved this may result in an actual reduction on the amount of space devoted to 
vehicles and continued improvements for transit, walking and cycling. The City of New 
Westminster supports this vision through its land use and transportation policies and looks 
forward to the benefits this vision can bring in improving the livability, economic vitality and 
environmental quality of New Westminster.  
 
 
 
 
 



Bylaw No. 7684, 2014 
  11  
 

Doc#522387 

 
 
 
Key Partner Actions Identified in the Regional Growth Strategy  

 
 The Location of Major Office Development: “The federal government and the province and 

their agencies direct major office development to Urban Centres and Frequent Transit 
Development Areas.” RGS Policy 1.2.7. (New Westminster is among the most accessible 
transit locations in the region and an ideal place for region-serving offices and facilities.)  
 

 Building Regional Greenways: Metro Vancouver’s  role is to implement a regional parks 
and greenways plan in collaboration with municipalities, and to identify, secure, and enhance 
habitat and park lands. RGS 3.1.2 
 

 Collaboration on Climate Change: Metro Vancouver’s role is to “work with the federal 
government and the province and TransLink and municipalities to … research and promote 
best practices in adaptation to climate change as it relates to land use planning.” RGS 3.4.2 
 

 Natural Hazard Protection: “The Integrated Partnership for Regional Emergency 
Management, in collaboration with the federal government and the province and other 
agencies … identify areas that are vulnerable from climate change and natural 
hazards…[and]…coordinate priority actions to address the vulnerabilities identified, 
including implementation and funding strategies.” RGS 3.4.6 
 

 Affordable Housing: Metro Vancouver’s role is to “advocate to the federal government and 
the province for incentives to stimulate private rental supply…” and “support the Metro 
Vancouver Housing Corporation in increasing the number of affordable housing units….” 
RGS 4.1.4/5 
 

 Regional Transportation: “TransLink, in collaboration with municipalities and other 
agencies as appropriate, support the safe and efficient movement of vehicles for passengers, 
goods and services through the … management and maintenance of the Major Road Network 
… in consideration of the goals and policies of the Regional Growth Strategy for Urban 
Centres….” RGS 5.2.4   
 

 "TransLink and the province, as appropriate, evaluate the following elements when 
contemplating future expansion of private vehicle capacity on major roads, highways and 
bridges: a) transportation demand management strategies as alternatives to, or as integral 
with, such capacity expansion; b) impacts on the achievement of the Regional Growth 
Strategy and the Air Quality Management Plan.” RGS 5.2.7 
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OCP Alignment and the Regional Growth Strategy   
 
The City of New Westminster’s Official Community Plan (NWOCP) has been updated a number 
of times in recent years. Major amendments were enacted in January 2012, in part to ensure 
alignment with the Regional Growth Strategy (Metro Vancouver 2040: Shaping Our Future) 
which was adopted by the Metro Vancouver Board in July 2011. In preparing this Regional 
Context Statement, further amendments were made to the New Westminster Official Community 
Plan to achieve consistency.  
 
In addition to the New Westminster Official Community Plan, the City has prepared two other 
Community Plans which are schedules to the overall Official Community Plan. These are the 
Downtown Community Plan (DCP), enacted in 2010, which was informed by the emerging 
Regional Growth Strategy and the Queensborough Community Plan (QCP) which was enacted in 
2014, after the Regional Growth Strategy had been adopted by the Metro Vancouver Board.  
 
The City launched a comprehensive review of the Official Community Plan in early 2014. The 
new plan will include a new Regional Context Strategy which clearly outlines how the plan 
aligns with the Regional Growth Strategy (RGS).  
 
Providing for Appropriate Municipal Flexibility 
 
From time to time, amendments to Official Community Plan Land Use Designations within New 
Westminster as illustrated in Map RCS1 shall be permitted, in accordance with the Regional 
Growth Strategy’s provision for municipal flexibility under Sections 6.2.7 and 6.2.8. 
 
How to Read this Regional Context Statement 
 
The Metro Vancouver Regional Growth Strategy has five chapters, one for each goal. The 
numbering system in this document refers to the goals, strategies and actions identified in the 
Regional Growth Strategy. Each action that requires a municipal response is followed by a 
description of how New Westminster’s Official Community Plans support and align with the 
action.  
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Goal 1: Create a Compact Urban Area 
 
Strategies to achieve this goal are: 
 
1.1 Contain urban development within the Urban Containment Boundary. 
 
1.2 Focus growth in Urban Centres and Frequent Transit Development Areas. 
 
1.3 Protect Rural Areas from urban development. 
 
 
Strategy 1.1 
Contain Urban Development within the Urban Containment Boundary 
 
1.1.3 Urban Containment and Population/Employment Projections 
 
1.1.3 a) The City of New Westminster is entirely within the Urban Containment Boundary, 
except for Poplar Island, as shown in Map RCS1. 
 
1.1.3 b) Table 1.8.1 below shows municipal population, dwelling unit and employment 
projections. These projections were provided by Metro Vancouver in the Regional Growth 
Strategy and are generally consistent with projections contained in New Westminster’s 
community plans. The City acknowledges its central location in the region, good supply of 
regional transit facilities and commits to further intensification of housing and jobs.  
 
Adequate residential capacity is available or planned to accommodate this growth with the 
Downtown estimated to accommodate approximately 36% of growth, Queensborough about 
23% while the rest of the municipality is estimated to accommodate about 41%. (QCP Context 
Section, p.22). The share of the region’s population contained in New Westminster is forecast to 
increase slightly from 2.8% in 2011 to 3% by 2041.  
 

Table 1.8.1: Population, Dwelling Unit and Employment Projections for the City of 
New Westminster 
 
 2011* 2021 2031 2041 
Population 65,976 80,000 92,000 102,000 
Dwelling 
Units 

30,586 37,100 42,600 47,000 

Employment 24,500 37,000 44,000 48,000 
*2011 Census 
Source: Metro Vancouver 2040: Shaping our Future, July 2011, Appendix A (Table A1). 
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Strategy 1.2 
Focus Growth in Urban Centres and Frequent Transit Development Areas 
 
1.2.6 Downtown is one of the Region’s Seven Regional City Centres 
 
The City takes its stewardship of one of the region’s pre-eminent Regional City Centres very 
seriously. This is demonstrated in many ways but keeping its Downtown Plan current is a key 
initiative. In 2010, the City of New Westminster adopted the Downtown Community Plan as a 
schedule to the New Westminster Official Community Plan. This document presents a blueprint 
for the future of the Downtown as articulated in the Vision Statement: 
 

The Downtown is a unique neighbourhood within the City. It functions as the economic, 
cultural, historic and residential hub of New Westminster. Its natural amenities along the 
riverfront and historic streetscapes enhance its tourism, entertainment and retail appeal. 
Its high density residential and commercial buildings in close proximity to transit provide 
a showcase for the attributes of sustainable and responsible growth in the Metro 
Vancouver region. 

 
1.2.6 a) Table 1.8.2 below shows the projected growth of Downtown. The strong commitment to 
a vibrant, prosperous downtown is well illustrated through the projections for the Downtown. 
The population and dwelling units in the Downtown is expected to more than double by 2031 
and absorb over a third of the municipality’s growth. This significantly outperforms the Regional 
Growth Strategy target of Regional City Centres containing about 16% of the region’s dwelling 
unit growth by 2041. 
 
Its excellent location at the centre of the rapid transit system helps secure Downtown as an 
important regional employment location and it is predicted will become increasingly more 
desirable over the coming decades. Employment is forecast to increase from 7,250 in 2011 to 
11,000 in 2031. This will account for 25% of the city’s total employment. 
 

Table 1.8.2: Population, Dwelling Unit and Employment Projections for the 
Downtown Regional City Centre 
 
 2011* 2021 2031 
Population 11,055 15,500 21,500 
Dwelling Units 6,114 8,500 12,000 
Employment 7,250 8,500 11,000 

* 2011 Census 
Source: Downtown Community Plan (2010) 

 
Through the comprehensive review of the New Westminster Official Community Plan, launched 
in 2014, the City will work towards creating population, dwelling and employment projections 
for the Downtown, which will address how the Downtown will meet the overall trajectory 
anticipated in the Regional Growth Strategy.  
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1.2.6 b) i) and ii) Map RCS2 shows the boundaries of Downtown, which is a Regional City 
Centre. The Downtown Community Plan focuses growth and development consistent with 
guidelines set out in Table 3 and Map 2 in the Regional Growth Strategy.  
 
As a work towards commitment, the City will investigate how best to identify Uptown’s regional 
role as it also serves an important city-serving retail, office and service function.   
 
1.2.6 b) iii) Office development in the Downtown is encouraged through zoning that reserves 
capacity for office uses and several supporting actions contained in the Downtown Community 
Plan, including Actions under Section 6, Strategy 6b (p.62): 

• Ensure land use and zoning support high density office space, where appropriate (e.g., in 
close proximity to SkyTrain stations).  

• Encourage retention of existing government agencies in Downtown by utilizing 
regulatory incentives if necessary. 

• Encourage senior governments to locate region-serving agencies in the Downtown. 
• Promote New Westminster as an office location to the region’s office developers and 

leasing agents. 
• Consider office development opportunities in the sale or development of City-owned 

land. 
• Maximize the office potential on the upper floors of tower podiums on major streets. 
• Use incentives such as density bonusing to promote new office development. 

 
1.2.6 b) iv) Parking requirements: The Downtown Community Plan contains a strategy to 
“Encourage efficiency and sustainability by managing demand for and supply of parking.” (DCP 
Section 10f, p.87). The New Westminster Official Community Plan (Sections 2.3.4, 2.7.5 and 
2.11.1) contain policies which would enable consideration of reductions to parking in 
commercial and residential areas in close proximity to transit or in exchange for providing 
incentives and amenities that would reduce the number of vehicle trips to/from a building.  
 
Frequent Transit Development Areas 
 
1.2.6 c) The City of New Westminster has no Frequent Transit Development Areas (FTDA), but 
supports the identification of these areas to signal priority areas for development in proximity to 
good transit service. The Downtown neighbourhood, as demonstrated in the Downtown 
Community Plan will remain the focus for growth and is serviced by two SkyTrain Stations, 
New Westminster and Columbia.  
 
The City acknowledges that there are further urban intensification opportunities at the Sapperton 
and Braid Stations but planning analysis has not yet been carried out to determine FTDA 
boundaries, infrastructure requirements and possible implications for Downtown. The City will 
work toward the identification of Frequent Transit Development Areas at Sapperton Station and 
Braid Station. 
 
The New Westminster Official Community Plan identifies 22nd Avenue Station area as an area 
where rezonings are considered to permit an increase in density (i.e. townhouse or low rise 
apartment). It is identified as a Development Permit Area for this reason (DPA #3, Part 3 of the 
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NWOCP). There is also longer term potential to examine the feasibility of an FTDA at this 
location, again with the context of the growth and development of Downtown Regional City 
Centre.  
 
The City will also work towards defining the vision for the Uptown area. The New Westminster 
Official Community Plan acknowledges the Uptown area as an appropriate location for further 
commercial development as it has good access on the Frequent Transit Network. The Official 
Community Plan review will consider whether Uptown should be defined as a Municipal Town 
Centre or a Frequent Transit Development Area.   
 
General Urban Areas 
 
1.2.6 d) i) Map RCS1 identifies the lands that are included in the Regional General Urban area 
designation. 
 
1.2.6 d) ii) New Westminster’s General Urban Area includes all areas except the Mixed 
Employment, Conservation and Recreation Areas and Industrial areas, as shown on Map RCS1. 
The Regional Growth Strategy defines General Urban Areas as areas “intended for residential 
neighbourhoods and centres and supported by shopping, services, institutions, recreational 
facilities and parks.” (RGS, p.9).  
 
Through the comprehensive review of the New Westminster Official Community Plan, launched 
in 2014, the City will work towards creating policy that ensures that development in the General 
Urban areas outside the Urban Centres and Frequent Transit Development Areas is generally 
lower density than development in the General Urban areas within Urban Centres and Frequent 
Transit Development Areas. 
 
1.2.6 d) iii) There are a number of locations that provide neighbourhood commercial/service 
functions in New Westminster, for example, Uptown, Ewen Avenue, Upper Twelfth Street, 
McBride and Eighth Avenue and the East Columbia Station.  
 
1.2.6 d) iv) Definition of Non-Residential Major Trip-Generating Uses. Any proposals that 
would require a change in the Official Community Plan designation for major non-residential 
uses, excluding institutional facilities, exceeding 200,000 square feet in gross floor area in 
locations outside of the Downtown, Uptown or Frequent Transit Development Areas will be 
referred to Metro Vancouver and TransLink for comment prior to the City of New Westminster 
considering approval of the proposal.   
 
Through the comprehensive review of the New Westminster Official Community Plan the City 
will work towards further refining the definition of Major Trip-Generating Uses.  
 
1.2.6 d) v) Infill development is encouraged, where appropriate, in the General Urban Area 
given New Westminster’s central location in the region and proximity of transit. An example 
action item in the Queensborough Community Plan is “the City should undertake a city-wide 
study to explore opportunities for sympathetic infill (e.g. duplexes, laneway houses) which 
would increase the diversity of unit types in Queensborough.” (QCP 7.5a, p.104).  
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Through the comprehensive review of the New Westminster Official Community Plan launched 
in 2014, the City will work towards identifying additional opportunities for encouraging infill 
development.  
 
1.2.6 e) The Downtown area does not contain any other regional land use designations but 
provides for a mix of residential, commercial, recreation, institutional and park and recreational 
uses. 
 
Promoting Sound Planning Practices throughout the City 
 
1. 2.6 f) i) Minimize Industrial/Urban Conflicts: New Westminster supports continued 
industrial areas and minimizes conflict through clear delineation of land uses as contained in the 
Queensborough Community Plan. The New Westminster Official Community Plan (Section 
2.8.2) also includes policy that encourages the provision of buffers between industrial and other 
uses. This policy is reinforced by design guidelines included in Urban Design (Section 2.9) and 
Development Permit Areas (Section 3.2.D). 
 
1.26 f) ii) Encourage safe and efficient transit, cycling and walking is demonstrated by strong 
policies promoting viable and attractive alternatives to the automobile, providing an increased 
level of transit service, and requesting regional action for reducing the impacts of non-local 
traffic, especially truck traffic (NWOCP Section 2.11.1-5). There are also strong policies related 
to creating an extensive greenway system that provides access to all parts of the city (NWOCP 
Section 2.4.4). Each of these policy positions are complemented by detailed policies for 
promoting the use of transit, cycling and walking throughout New Westminster. The greenway 
system can be seen on Map P1 (Parks and Open Space).  
 
The Downtown Community Plan specifically cites a target that by 2031 transit, walking, and 
cycling would make up 60% of all trips in the Downtown, up from 47% in 2004 (Section 10b-d). 
The Queensborough Community Plan also provides for the increased use of transit, walking and 
cycling (Section 9.4 and 9.5). 
 
The City will work towards further encouraging safe and efficient transit, cycling and walking 
through the adoption of a Master Transportation Plan (anticipated in 2014).   
 
1.2.6 f) iii) Implement transit priority measures where appropriate is supported by policies 
in the New Westminster Official Community Plan with a policy in Section 2.11 on considering 
the installation of bus bulges to improve bus priority and a strong commitment to improved 
transit service throughout the City. The Downtown Community Plan commits to a policy of 
providing a convenient safe and well-integrated transit network (Strategy 10d) and specifically 
identifies Sixth Street as a corridor for transit priority improvements. 
 
1.2.6. f) iv) Support for district energy systems and renewable energy generation is 
articulated in Section 5.6 of the Downtown Community Plan and in the design guidelines which 
encourage including energy efficient features, use of alternative energy such as geothermal and 
solar, and maximizing Downtown’s southern orientation to provide good solar access. The 
Queensborough Community Plan contains city-wide greenhouse gas targets for the year 2020 
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and contains specific policies on reducing energy expended in transportation, building and waste 
management. (Section 3, Policy 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3). The New Westminster Official Community 
Plan, Downtown Community Plan and Queensborough Community Plan each reference the 
importance of implementing the Community Energy and Emissions Plan (CEEP) (2011). This 
plan includes eight goals and related strategies for reducing energy and Green House Gas 
emissions in New Westminster. 
 
Through the comprehensive review of the New Westminster Official Community Plan, launched 
in 2014, the City will work towards identifying additional opportunities for district and 
renewable energy.  
 
 
Strategy 1.3  
Protect Rural Areas from urban development  
 
This Strategy does not apply to the City of New Westminster.   
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Goal 2: Support a Sustainable Economy 
 
Strategies to achieve this goal are: 
 
2.1 Promote land development patterns that support a diverse regional economy and employment 
close to where people live. 
 
2.2 Protect the supply of industrial land. 
 
2.3 Protect the supply of agricultural land and promote agricultural viability with an emphasis on 
food production. 
 
 
Strategy2.1   
Promote land development patterns that support a diverse regional economy 
and employment close to where people live. 
 
Economic Development 
 
2.1.4 a) Economic development is strongly supported through the policies in the New 
Westminster Official Community Plan (Section 2.7), Downtown Community Plan (Section 6) 
and in the Queensborough Community Plan (Section 2).  
 
Office Space Development in Downtown 
 
2.1.4 b) New Westminster supports the development of office space in the Downtown through a 
clear strategies in the Downtown Community Plan: “Strengthen Downtown as a unique and 
successful regional business centre.” (DCP 6b, p.62). One action for implementing this policy is: 
“Ensure land use and zoning support high density office space, where appropriate (e.g. in close 
proximity to SkyTrain stations).” (DCP 6b, p.62). 
 
2.1.4 c) Discourage major commercial and institutional developments outside of Urban 
Centres or Frequent Transit Development Areas. New Westminster Official Community Plan 
policies promote the Downtown for major offices (NWOCP Section 2.7.1, DCP Section 6a-d).  
 
Role of Post-Secondary Institutions and Hospitals 
 
2.1.4 d) Douglas College, the Justice Institute and the Royal Columbian Hospital are key 
regional and city services and all contribute to a vibrant and prosperous Downtown. In the New 
Westminster Official Community Plan a strong commitment is demonstrated to the maintenance 
and expansion of institutional facilities and community services (Section 2.10).  
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Strategy 2.2 
Protect the Supply of Industrial Land 

 
Regional Industrial Area Designation 
 
2.2.4 a) Map RCS1 identifies the lands that are included in the Regional Industrial area 
designation. 
 
2.2.4 b) i) Industrial areas are protected and supported by policies in the New Westminster 
Official Community Plan (Section 2.8.2) and Queensborough Community Plan (Section 2.3). 
Actions to help achieve these policies include providing a clear direction regarding permitted 
land uses to land owners, the real estate community and potential purchasers, and by preventing 
encroachment from non-compatible uses.  
 
2.2.4 b) ii) Detail regarding what uses are considered appropriate accessory uses in Industrial 
areas can be found in the New Westminster Zoning Bylaw. For example, accessory child care, 
and restaurants up to 140 square meters are permitted in Light Industrial Districts (M-1) and 
Heavy Industrial Districts (M-2). 
 
2.2.4 b) iii) Detail regarding what uses are considered appropriate in industrial areas can be 
found in the New Westminster Zoning Bylaw, which was revised in 2012 to remove uses from 
industrial zones that were not considered consistent with industrial areas. Further revisions will 
be competed as part of the comprehensive review of the New Westminster Zoning Bylaw, which 
is expected to be completed in 2014.  
 
Through the comprehensive review of the New Westminster Official Community Plan, launched 
in 2014, the City will work towards identifying additional uses that are consistent and 
inconsistent with the intent of industrial areas. 
 
2.2.4 b) iv) Encourage better utilization and intensification of industrial areas for industrial 
activities is accomplished through policies in the Section 2.8 (Industrial Activity and the 
Economy) New Westminster Official Community Plan. This section specifically addresses the 
issue of industrial job intensification and estimates that about 50% of the existing industrial land 
base could be intensified, accommodating an additional 1,750 industrial jobs. Section 2.8.3 states 
that the City should “Promote the intensification of certain clusters of industrial land in the City. 
Allowing greater densities in existing industrial areas could generate new employment” 
(NWOCP 2.8.3, p.87). A policy in the Queensborough Community Plan is “Support the 
continued operation and intensification of existing industrial businesses and land” (QPC 2.3, 
p.54). 
 
Mixed Employment Area Designation 
 
2.2.4 c) Map RCS1 identifies the lands that are included in the Regional Mixed Employment 
area designation. 
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Through the comprehensive review of the New Westminster Official Community Plan, launched 
in 2014, the City will work towards identifying additional locations that should be designated 
Mixed Employment, but will not detract from the Downtown being the key growth area. 
Locations that are regionally designated Industrial will not be considered for the Regional Mixed 
Employment area designation. 
 
Mixed Employment Land Uses 
 
2.2.4 d) i) The City’s Mixed Employment designation includes light industrial, office and other 
employment related land uses. See Queensborough Community Plan Policy 2.3, page 55. 
 
2.2.4 d) ii) iii) The City’s Mixed Employment designation allows accessory retail uses which are 
permitted in industrial zoning districts as outlined in the New Westminster Zoning Bylaw. In 
keeping with the Regional objective of concentrating commercial and other major-trip generating 
uses in Regional City Centres and Frequent Transit Development Areas no additional large 
format commercial will be permitted in the area of the city that has the Regional Mixed 
Employment designation.  
 
2.2.4 d) iv) No land in New Westminster that has a Regional Mixed Employment designation is 
located within an Urban Centre or FTDA.  
 
2.2.4 d) v) Through the comprehensive review of the New Westminster Official Community 
Plan, launched in 2014, the City will work towards creating policy to allow density 
infill/expansion of Mixed Employment areas only where an expansion of transit service has been 
identified in TransLink’s strategic transportation plans.  
 
2.2.4 d) vi) The only residential use permitted in the City’s Mixed Employment designation is 
accessory caretaker units.   
 
2.2.4 e) The Queensborough Community Plan encourages best practices for promoting water and 
energy conservation and reducing greenhouse gas emissions through policies and actions such 
as:  

 Reduce building energy use and related greenhouse gas emissions. (QCP 3.2, p.60) 
Action: 

o The City should explore opportunities for community energy projects (e.g. closed-
loop, ground-source geo-exchange energy systems). (QCP 3.2a, p.64) 

 
Through the comprehensive review of the New Westminster Official Community Plan, launched 
in 2014, the City will work towards creating additional policies which help reduce environmental 
impacts and promote energy efficiency.  
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Strategy 2.3 
Protect the supply of agricultural land and promote agricultural viability with 
an emphasis on food production.  
 
There are no lands with the regional designation of Agricultural and accordingly Regional 
Growth Strategy policies 2.36 a) and b) i, ii, iii, iv do not apply.  
 
Demonstrate Support for Agricultural and Food Operations 
 
2.3.6. v) vi) vii)  There are two community gardens on City owned-lands. The Port Royal 
Community Garden is located in Port Royal Central Park and the New Westminster Community 
Garden is located in Simcoe Park. The Downtown Community Plan (Section 5k) and the 
Queensborough Community Plan (Section 1.3) include policies to facilitate local food growing 
opportunities and improve access to fresh food.  
 
Through the comprehensive review of the New Westminster Official Community Plan, launched 
in 2014, the City will work towards creating additional policy that facilitates local food growing 
opportunities.  
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Goal 3: Protect the Environment and Respond to Climate Change 
Impacts 
 
Strategies to achieve this goal are: 
 
3.1 Protect Conservation and Recreation lands. 
 
3.2 Protect and enhance natural features and their connectivity. 
 
3.3 Encourage land use and transportation infrastructure that reduce energy consumption and 
greenhouse gas emissions and improve air quality. 
 
3.4 Encourage land use and transportation infrastructure that improves the ability to withstand 
climate change impacts and natural hazard risks. 
 
 
Strategy 3.1  
Protect Conservation and Recreation lands 
 
3.1.4 a) Map RCS1 identifies the lands that are included in the Regional Conservation and 
Recreation area designation. 
 
3.1.4 b) New Westminster Official Community Plan supports the protection of the Conservation 
and Recreation area through policies in Section 2.4, Section 2.5 and Map E1 “Environmentally 
Sensitive Lands”. All lands that are regionally designated Conservation and Recreation are also 
designated as Environmentally Sensitive Lands on Map E1 except for Queens Park and Hume 
Park, which are shown on Map P1 “Parks and Open Space.”  
 
The Downtown Community Plan recognizes the importance of the waterfront from both a local 
and regional perspective and includes the following policies:  

 Integrate and enhance wildlife habitat along the Fraser River and throughout Downtown. 
(DCP 5c, p.55). Action: 

o As the access to the waterfront is restored, and parks such as the future 
Westminster Pier and Muni Evers are developed, design waterfront parks to 
restore and enhance biodiversity of riparian habitats.  

 
The Queensborough Community Plan includes similar policies in the Parks, Culture and 
Recreation Section (Section 8.1 and 8.2) and the Environment and Natural Areas Section 
(Section 4.3).  
 
At present, the regional Conservation and Recreation area on the waterfront includes the 
Sapperton Landing area. The City will work towards enhancing the riparian area of the Lower 
Brunette River where it is possible on municipal lands, such as Hume Park. New Westminster 
and Metro Vancouver have been collaborating on river enhancement measures. The City will 
work towards expanding the waterfront Conservation and Recreation area where waterfront 
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access can be acquired in a manner that ensures compatibility with adjoining land uses. Working 
towards expanding the waterfront access has the added benefit of completing additional portions 
of the Brunette Fraser Greenway.  
 
3.1.4 c) Through the comprehensive review of the New Westminster Official Community Plan, 
launched in 2014, the City will work towards creating policies that, where appropriate, 
effectively buffer Conservation and Recreation areas from adjacent activities.  
 
 
Strategy 3.2  
Protect and enhance natural features and their connectivity 
 
Management of Ecologically Important Areas and Natural Features 
 
3.2.4 The New Westminster Official Community Plan, in Section 2.5 provides many policies 
related to the management of ecologically important and natural features. A map of 
environmentally sensitive lands is included in the New Westminster Official Community Plan 
(Map E1) and there is also map showing Fraser River Estuary Management Program 
Designations (Map E2).  
 
The Downtown Community Plan contains a policy to “Integrate and enhance wildlife habitat 
along the Fraser River and throughout Downtown.” (DCP 5c, p.55).  
 
The Queensborough Community Plan includes the following policies and actions: 

 Protect and enhance the ecological function of freshwater wetlands and watercourses. 
(QCP 4.2, p.70). Action: 

o The City should continue to advance opportunities for protecting and/or 
enhancing the ecological value of watercourses and wetlands (e.g. improve 
riparian vegetation) on public and private land, as such occasions arise.  

 Protect and enhance the ecological integrity of the Fraser River foreshore. (QCP 4.3, 
p.73). 

 
The Brunette Creek Neighbourhood Plan and the New Westminster Official Community Plan 
also include language related to protecting the Brunette Creek Corridor. (NWOCP 
Industrial/Business Park Development Permit Area #5). 

 
Support for Regional Recreation Greenways, Connectivity of Community Trails 
 
3.2.5 The City of New Westminster’s central location in the region on the Fraser River and 
Brunette River requires close collaboration with Metro Vancouver, TransLink and neighbouring 
municipalities to ensure connections to greenways and cycling trails, especially those shown on 
the Map 9 ‘Regional Recreation Greenway Network’ of the Regional Growth Strategy. The city 
includes two Regional Recreation Greenways: the Brunette-Fraser Greenway and the BC 
Parkway. The New Westminster Official Community Plan includes policies that recognize the 
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importance of creating a connected greenways system that act as both recreation and wildlife 
corridors and is consistent with the Regional Green Infrastructure Network.  
 
The New Westminster Official Community Plan identifies these regional trails, including the 
Queensborough Perimeter Trail as a conceptual “Proposed Major Trail” on Map P1 (Parks and 
Open Space) and Map P1a (Queensborough Parks and Open Space). It also shows major 
linkages to the Expo and Millennium SkyTrain lines.  
 
The completion of these regional trail networks would make a significant contribution to the 
Experience the Fraser Canyon to Coast Trail, which has been endorsed as regionally significant 
by Metro Vancouver and the City of New Westminster.  
 
Examples of policies relevant to this Strategy include: 
 

 The Downtown Community Plan includes a policy to “Improve cycling infrastructure, 
ensuring local routes are well connected, harmonized with greenways and integrated with 
regional routes.” (DCP 10c, p.82) It also includes the following policy “In cooperation 
with Metro Vancouver and TransLink, promote development of the Waterfront 
Greenway, Central Valley Greenway and upgrades to the BC Parkway.” (DCP 10c, p. 
82). 
 

 Enhancement of the Brunette River Corridor is provided through the identification of a 
Development Permit Area (NWOCP Industrial/Business Park DPA #5) as well as 
policies provided in Brunette Creek Neighbourhood Plan which was adopted as part of 
the New Westminster Official Community Plan. New Westminster and Metro Vancouver 
have been collaborating on river enhancement measures as well as the extension of the 
Brunette-Fraser Greenway.  

 
 The Queensborough Community Plan includes the following policy: “The City should 

aim to complete the Perimeter Trail, while continuing to support river-based industrial 
uses. Advance opportunities to develop interim connections around industrial land and 
provide safe, accessible waterfront lookout points, as such occasions arise. In addition, 
identify and support opportunities to access the Fraser River along the length of the trail, 
such as with docks, wharves and/or beach access.” (QCP 8.2d, p.113) 

 
3.2.6 Through the comprehensive review of the New Westminster Official Community Plan, 
launched in 2014, the City will work towards identifying appropriate measures to protect, 
enhance and restore ecologically important systems, features, corridors, and establish buffers 
along watercourses and other ecologically important features. 
 
3.2.7 The City is working towards the creation of an Integrated Stormwater Management Plan. 
The policies included in this document will be considered during the comprehensive review of 
the New Westminster Official Community Plan and any additional neighbourhood plans created.  
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Strategy 3.3 
Encourage land use and transportation infrastructure that reduce energy 
consumption and greenhouse gas emissions, and improve air quality. 
 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Targets  
 
3.3.4 a) Numerous policies in the New Westminster Official Community Plan, the Downtown 
Community Plan and the Queensborough Community Plan address this Strategy. Examples are 
in the policies and priorities of Section 2.11 of the New Westminster Official Community Plan 
through measures to reduce automobile use and promote increased use of transit, cycling and 
walking. Land use policies in all three documents promote compact development well served by 
transit.  
 
The City of New Westminster has adopted a target of working to reduce community-wide 
greenhouse gas emissions by 15% from 2007 levels by 2030, in cooperation with senior levels of 
government. (NWOCP Section 2.5). Emissions from vehicles make up a large proportion of 
GHG emissions and significant reductions will depend on local and regional transportation 
decisions.  
 
Complete communities and promoting alternative modes of transportation are both recognized as 
important to achieving reductions. (NWOCP Sections 2.11.1-4; QCP Sections 3.1, 9.4-9.6; and 
DCP Sections 10a-10d).  
 
3.3.4 b) An action item in New Westminster Official Community and Queensborough 
Community Plan is the implementation of the Community Energy and Emissions Plan (CEEP) 
(2011). This plan includes eight goals and related strategies for reducing energy and GHG 
emissions in New Westminster. The Downtown Community Plan, which was adopted before the 
CEEP, discusses how the Downtown will be an important part of the City’s GHG reduction plan. 
Significant reductions will depend on increasing the energy efficiency of old buildings, 
promoting energy efficient new buildings and encouraging use of renewable, local energy source 
in buildings. (NWOCP Section 2.5.4, QCP Section 3.2, DCP Section 5g and 11g). 
 
3.3.4 c) The Downtown is the main focus for population and employment growth as well as the 
focus for infrastructure and amenity investments. (DCP, Section 3 and 6). 
 
Integrated Storm Management and Water Conservation 
 
3.3.4 d) The Queensborough Community Plan contains a policy recommending the development 
of an Integrated Stormwater Management Plan (ISMP) which includes Low Impact Design 
strategies that ensure separation and treatment of unclean water, as well as the directed use of 
clean water. (QCP Section 10.2a). The Downtown Community Plan integrated storm water 
management principles into the plan and contained many actions, including design of the 
waterfront, maximizing use of green roofs, and routing of stormwater runoff. (DCP Section 5d). 
The City is working towards the implementation of these actions.  
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Strategy 3.4  
Encourage land use and transportation infrastructure that improve the ability 
to withstand climate change impacts and natural hazard risks.  
 
3.4.4 The City of New Westminster’s plans embrace the need for increasing resiliency in the 
face of climate change and natural hazards. The Queensborough Community Plan does not 
expand the residential footprint compared to former land use plans and allows only a moderate 
level of population growth – about 20 % of the total growth. Many safeguards are incorporated 
into the Queensborough Community Plan including the application of flood construction level 
regulation, implementing the recommendations of the Floodplain Management Strategy, as well 
as policies related to dyke improvements. (QCP Section 5.1). 
 
Through the comprehensive review of the New Westminster Official Community Plan, launched 
in 2014, the City will work towards creating additional policy related to minimizing the impacts 
of climate change and risk from natural hazards.   
 
3.4.5 The Queensborough Community Plan has included an action (5.4a) to develop a critical 
infrastructure protection in order to incorporate climate change and natural hazard assessment in 
the planning and location of municipal utilities and operations. It also has emergency 
management processes to help minimize impacts to the community from a flood event. (QCP 
Section 5.4). 
 
Through the comprehensive review of the New Westminster Official Community Plan, launched 
in 2014, the City will work towards creating additional policy related to critical infrastructure 
protection.   
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Goal 4: Develop Complete Communities 
 
Strategies to achieve this goal are: 
 
4.1 Provide diverse and affordable housing choices 
 
4.2 Develop healthy and complete communities with access to a range of services and amenities 
 
 
 
Strategy 4.1  
Provide diverse and affordable housing choices 
 
New Westminster has for many years taken a leadership role in promoting diverse and 
affordable housing choices at all points on the housing continuum from providing shelter to 
the homeless to encouraging a range of ownership housing. In addition, New Westminster has 
also committed to an accommodating population/dwelling growth policy in a municipality that is 
essentially built up. This demonstrates commitment to the importance of increased housing 
supply in regional locations that are well served by transit. 
  
4.1.7 The many actions taken to promote affordable housing by the City are backed by strong 
policies in the New Westminster Official Community Plan (Section 2.3), the Downtown 
Community Plan (Section 7) and the Queensborough Community Plan (Section 7). The City has 
addressed all items in Section 4.1.7 of the Regional Growth Strategy by ensuring the need for 
housing is articulated in municipal plans and policies and has increased the supply and diversity 
of housing through infill and density increases through implementing policies contained in the 
Community Plans. With respect to tools to specifically encourage affordable rental units and 
affordable housing development more generally it has included policies such as those in the 
Downtown Community Plan: 
 

 Facilitate the provision of housing that meets all affordability levels. (DCP 7b, p.66). 
Actions:  

o New non-profit housing projects developed under bona fide affordable housing 
programs (Provincial Government partnership programs) will be granted bonus 
density without payment to the City, subject to meeting design principles. 

o A replacement policy will be developed and implemented in new developments 
where rental stock is demolished. 

o The Downtown “SkyTrain Precincts” will allow for higher density (more housing 
units) in close proximity to SkyTrain stations. This improves affordability as it 
reduces the need for a car. 

 Implement a strong incentive-based TOD policy, encouraging high residential densities 
and a mix of uses near transit stations (e.g., increased density, reduced parking 
standards). (Action under DCP 10d, p.84). 
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Relevant policies in the Queensborough Community Plan include: 
 

 Provide a range of residential tenures. (QCP 7.2, p.100).  
Action: 

o The City should continue to implement the strategies of the City’s Secured 
Market Rental Housing Strategy (2013) to encourage the development of rental 
housing.  

 Ensure a diversity of unit types are available within the community. (QCP 7.5, p.103) 
Action:  

o The City should undertake a city-wide study to explore the opportunities for 
sympathetic infill (e.g. duplexes, laneway houses) which would increase the 
diversity of housing types in Queensborough.  

 
Relevant policies in the New Westminster Official Community Plan include: 
 

 Promote high health and safety standards in the rental housing stock as it ages. (NWOCP 
2.3.1, p. 50). Priorities: 

o Continue to encourage the upgrading of existing rental stock to current codes 
(e.g., fire, seismic, handicapped) as well as the replacement of old rental units 
with new rental housing by considering the adoption of policies encouraging the 
creation of rental units in multi-family rezoning. 

o Regulate the creation of legal secondary suites. 
o Encourage existing commercial enterprises to create rental housing units above 

ground level storefronts. 
o Continue to support Police Service initiatives (e.g., Crime Free Multi-Housing 

Program) and federal, provincial and regional programs designed to address 
housing issues in New Westminster. 

o Continue to monitor the affordability and livability statistics of the City’s rental 
stock. 

 
 Encourage a balance of rented and owned housing units. (NWOCP 2.3.2, p. 50). 

Priorities: 
o Examine the effects of the moratorium on the conversion of rental units to strata 

titled units. 
o Review the moratorium on strata titled units. 

 
Combined, all of these policies will help the City to achieve the targets set out by Metro 
Vancouver in Table A.4 (Housing Demand Estimates by Tenure and Household Income).  
 
Through the comprehensive review of the New Westminster Official Community Plan, launched 
in 2014, the City will work towards creating further policies to facilitate the development of 
affordable housing near transit.    
 
Preparing and Implementing Housing Action Plans 
 
4.1.8 The City of New Westminster endorsed an Affordable Housing Strategy in 2010 and in 
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2013 expanded policies and actions through endorsement of a Secured Market Rental Housing 
Strategy. Both of these documents are referenced in a community plan (QCP 7.1a and 7.2a). 
These Strategies address the items listed in RGS policy 4.1.8. 
 
The Queensborough Community Plan also identifies the need for the City to undertake a city-
wide study that would explore opportunities for sympathetic infill (e.g. duplexes, laneway 
houses) (QCP 7.5a), which would help the further diversify the housing stock. 
 
 
Strategy 4.2 

Develop healthy and complete communities with access to a range of services 
and amenities 
 
New Westminster has policies within municipal plans and within Envision 2032 New 
Westminster’s Sustainability Framework endorsed by Council in 2013 to cultivate healthy 
and complete communities, including all of the specific matters detailed in the Section 4.2.4 of 
the Regional Growth Strategy. (For this section, Policy 4.2.4 of the Regional Growth Strategy 
does not require specific references to municipal policies.) 

 
4.2.4 a) New Westminster supports compact, mixed use, transit, cycling and walking oriented 
communities. 
 
4.2.4 b) New Westminster has policies to locate community, cultural, institutional facilities in 
areas with good access to public transit. 
 
4.2.4 c) New Westminster has policies to provide public spaces and other place- making 
amenities for increases social interaction and community engagement. 
 
4.2.4 d) New Westminster has policies to support active living through the provision of 
recreation facilities, parks, trails and safe and inviting pedestrian and cycling environments. 
 
4.24.e) New Westminster has policies that support urban food production, including gardens 
plots on private and public property.  
 
4.2.4 g) New Westminster supports universally accessible community design. 
 
4.2.4 f) New Westminster has policies intended to address the noise related health implications 
of new development. 
 
4.2.4 h) New Westminster has a number of places that function as Local Centres and these are 
referenced in Section 1.2.6 d) iii) of this Regional Context Statement. 
 
4.2.4 i) New Westminster does not have any Special Employment Areas as identified in the 
Regional Growth Strategy.  
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Goal 5:Support Sustainable Transportation Choices 
 
Strategies to achieve this goal are: 
 
5.1 Coordinate land use and transportation to encourage transit, multiple-occupancy vehicles, 
cycling and walking 
 
5.2 Coordinate land use and transportation to support the safe and efficient movement of vehicles 
for passengers, goods and services. 
 
 
 

Strategy 5.1  
Coordinate land use and transportation to encourage transit, multiple-
occupancy vehicles, cycling and walking 
 
5.1.6 a) Located in the geographic centre of the region, coordination of land use and 
transportation is achieved in New Westminster through the advancement of Downtown, a 
Regional City Centre, as the primary location for job and housing growth, helping maximize the 
use of transit throughout the municipality, and managing vehicle traffic and road space to ensure 
access but also prevent traffic from undermining local and regional livability goals. The 
Downtown Community Plan (Sections 6b and 7b) fully embraces and implements the concept of 
“transit-oriented development”. Relevant transportation policies are contained in the New 
Westminster Official Community Plan Section 2.11 (Policies 1-3), in Section 10 (Strategies 10a 
– 10e) of the Downtown Community Plan and Section 9 of the Queensborough Community Plan 
(Policies 9.1, 9.5 – 9.6).  
 
The City acknowledges that there are further urban intensification opportunities at Sapperton and 
Braid SkyTrain Stations but planning analysis has not yet been carried out to determine Frequent 
Transit Development Area (FTDA) boundaries, infrastructure requirements and possible 
implications for Downtown. The City will work toward the identification of Frequent Transit 
Development Areas at Sapperton Station and Braid Station. There is also longer term potential to 
examine the feasibility of an FTDA at 22nd Avenue Station, again with the context of the growth 
and development of the Downtown Regional City Centre.  
 
The City will also work towards defining the vision for the Uptown area. The New Westminster 
Official Community Plan acknowledges the Uptown area as an appropriate location for further 
commercial development as it has good access on the Frequent Transit Network. The Official 
Community Plan review will consider whether Uptown should be defined as a Municipal Town 
Centre or a Frequent Transit Development Area.   
 
The City will work towards increasing the use of transit, multiple-occupancy vehicles, cycling 
and walking through the adoption of a Master Transportation Plan (anticipated in 2014). The 
Master Transportation Plan will establish clear targets for future mode-split and identify actions 
required to achieve the targets.  
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Encouragement of Transportation Demand Management Strategies 
 
5.1.6 b) New Westminster’s transportation demand strategies include measures to make transit, 
walking and cycling more attractive, parking management measures, and limits, where 
appropriate, to the space dedicated to vehicle movement. Relevant policies are found in Section 
2.11 (Policies 1-4) of the New Westminster Official Community Plan, Section 10 (Strategies a-e) 
of the Downtown Community Plan and Section 9.4 of the Queensborough Community Plan. 
 
5.1.6 c) New Westminster’s plans contain numerous policies to manage and enhance 
municipal infrastructure to support transit, multiple occupancy vehicles, cycling and 
walking. Relevant policies are found in Section 9.4 of the Queensborough Plan, Section 2.11 of 
the New Westminster Official Community Plan, and Section 10 of the Downtown Community 
Plan. 
 
 
Strategy 5.2  
Coordinate land use and transportation to support the safe and efficient 
movement of vehicles for passengers, goods and services. 
 
Regional Connections for Good Movement 
 
5.2.3 a) Map RCS3 shows the routes in New Westminster that provide regional connections for 
goods and services. Map T5 shows the Proposed Long Range Truck Route System.  
 
The City will work towards revising the regional goods movement connections in the city 
through the Master Transportation Plan (anticipated in 2014). Implementation of the Master 
Transportation Plan will be done in collaboration with TransLink.  
 
Optimizing efficient vehicle movement on regional, provincial and federal facilities 
 
5.2.3 b) New Westminster supports efficient vehicle movement on regional, provincial and 
federal facilities. Making better use of the waterway and rail for goods movement is a good way 
of increasing goods movement efficiency. New Westminster advocates for reduced noise impact 
of rail operations thereby facilitating expansion of the use of rail where it will not adversely 
affect the community. Strategy 10g of the Downtown Community Plan states “Mitigate the 
negative impacts of the regional goods movement corridor on the livability of Downtown and 
only accommodate increased capacity if it does not detract from the objectives and function of a 
Regional City Centre.” The Queensborough Community Plan also contains a policy (2.4a) to 
“work with the Province, TransLink and Port Metro Vancouver to minimize visual and noise and 
general mobility impacts on the community from goods transportation routes and related 
activities”. 
 
Support Development of Local and Regional Transportation Systems 
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5.2.3 c) Regional transportation system management measures are particularly important for 
New Westminster and supported through policies in the New Westminster Official Community 
Plan (Section 2.11, policy 5 and 6). In the Queensborough Community Plan, specific design 
solutions were included to keep heavy trucks away from local streets (Section 9.7). The 
Downtown Community Plan 10e includes policies that flag the need for a regional approach to 
transportation system management:  
 

 Work with regional stakeholders to reduce vehicle traffic. (DCP 10e, p.85). 
Actions:  

o Support road pricing and other transportation demand management (TDM) 
measures. 

o Support transit initiatives across the region. 
o Continue to work with all stakeholders to mitigate the impact of major regional 

projects on Downtown, including the Pattullo Bridge replacement project.  
 
Protection of Rail Rights-of-way and access to navigable waters 
 
5.2.3 d) New Westminster protects the rail rights of-way and access to navigable water. An 
important aspect of ensuring protection is to mitigate against the negative impacts of goods 
movement as stated in 5.2.3.b) above.  
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