
WATERFRONT VISION 
FRONT STREET NEWSLETTER

This newsletter provides an update on the City’s upcoming Front Street 
initiatives that will result in a more attractive, accessible Front Street and an 
improved waterfront experience.

The City of New Westminster Downtown Community Plan (2010) and Waterfront Vision (2011) 
seek to reconnect our community with the Fraser River through improved access to the waterfront, 
esplanade and Westminster Pier Park. As an initial step towards achieving the Waterfront Vision, 
the City adopted a Downtown Parking Strategy in 2012. This Strategy highlighted the surplus 
of parking within the Front Street parkade. City Council directed staff to explore the removal 
of the western section of the parkade between Sixth Street and Begbie Street, maintaining 
approximately 450 stalls in the remaining eastern portion of the parkade. 

The City’s goal of seamless waterfront connectivity is starting to take shape with the Fourth 
Street Overpass to Westminster Pier Park. It will continue with the removal of the western 
portion of the Front Street parkade, the rehabilitation of the remaining eastern portion of the 
parkade, beautification of Front Street and the elimination of train whistles in the Downtown. 
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1. Rehabilitation and Beautification of 
Eastern Section of Parkade

The Front Street parkade process will begin in 
the spring with the rehabilitation of the eastern 
section. These upgrades will include concrete and 
railing restoration work that will ensure that this 
parking supply will be available for many years 
into the future. Once rehabilitated, the eastern 
section of the parkade will offer approximately 
450 parking stalls to service downtown business 
needs. 

An iconic piece of public art will also be added to 
the river side of the parkade. A public process for 
the selection of the theme for the art has begun 
and an artist will be selected in the summer. 

2. Demolition of Western Section of 
Parkade

The parkade removal process will involve street 
closures on sections of Front Street and Frontage 
Road to vehicles. Access to businesses for 
pedestrians and deliveries will be maintained 
throughout the process. 

These vehicle street closures will last for 
approximately 12 weeks for necessary work 
including:

• Western parkade demolition;
• Parkade office demolition and reconstruction;
• Installation of electrical conduits;
• Paving of Front Street; and
• New lighting.

Western Section of the Parkade to be Removed Indicated in Yellow

FRONT STREET INITIATIVES

Precedent Image for Public Art Intended for Eastern Section 
of Parkade



It is a City priority to provide ample notification 
of any necessary street and sidewalk disruptions 
and to ensure as few disturbances as possible 
to the downtown community and businesses 
throughout the project. Notifications will include 
clear traffic control signage and communications 
that make it clear that Front Street businesses are 
open and how they can be accessed.

3. Front Street “Mews”

Following the removal of the western section of 
the parkade, Front Street will be restored and the 
frontage road will be upgraded with street parking 
stalls, landscaping and other beautifying elements. 
The Front Street Mews will improve the experience 
of pedestrians and the overall appearance of the 
area.

Preliminary Front Street Mews Concept 
Final configuration subject to community consultation

TRAIN WHISTLE CESSATION

Since 2011, the City of New Westminster has 
been working closely with Transport Canada and 
the four railway companies currently operating 
in the City towards the objective of eliminating 
train whistles in the Downtown. 

In order to achieve whistle cessation at all at-
grade railway crossings, safety audits must 
be completed to ensure that the necessary 
requirements outlined in the Canada Railway 
Safety Act and the BC Railway Safety Act are 
addressed. 

There are currently two downtown crossings 
along Front Street: one at Fourth Street and 
the other at Begbie Street. Safety audits 
have been completed and the scope of 
improvements, including roadway design and 
signal enhancements, have been reviewed and 
agreed upon by the railway companies. Once 
associated costs and delivery times for required 
rail equipment have been determined, the 
installation can be scheduled with the railway 
companies. It is expected that this work will be 
completed in 2015.

Image of Train Traveling Through New Westminster



FURTHER INFORMATION

For further information about the Waterfront Vision, please visit our website for updates and 
stay tuned for upcoming project updates:

www.newwestcity.ca/waterfrontvision  

For additional information about the Front Street parkade, please contact:

Catalin Dobrescu, P.Eng.  |  Utilities and Special Projects Engineer
T 604.527.4595  |  E cdobrescu@newwestcity.ca

The City is committed to providing stakeholders and the community with regular updates as additional 
information becomes available and through the life of this project, which will result in a more beautiful, 
accessible Front Street and waterfront.

Summer 2015

• Rehabilitation of eastern 
section of Front Street 
Parkade.

• Select design team and 
begin construction of 
parkade public art.

PROJECT SEQUENCING

Fall/Winter 2015

• Initiate Downtown whistle 
cessation.

• Demolition of western 
section of parkade.

• Begin construction of the 
Front Street Mews.

Spring/Summer 2016

• Completion of the Front 
Street Mews.

The City is in the process of finalizing all construction activities and will provide a detailed project scope 
and schedule in the spring of 2015. The timeline is subject to updates as the project moves forward. 


