
WATERFRONT VISION 
FRONT STREET NEWSLETTER

This newsletter provides an update on the City of New Westminster’s upcoming 
Front Street initiatives that will result in a more attractive, accessible Front 
Street and an improved waterfront experience.

The City of New Westminster has recently awarded the Front Street Parkade rehabilitation and 
deconstruction project contract to Deramore Construction Services.  

Starting on May 25, 2015, the eastern portion of the parkade will be closed to all vehicles.  
Parking will be restricted to the western portion of the parkade with access via the Sixth Street 
entrance and McKenzie Street exit. Rehabilitation work has been scheduled to take place prior to 
deconstruction to ensure a supply of parking remains during the construction period. Pedestrian 
access to the Fourth Street Overpass will be maintained for the duration of the project.

The rehabilitation and deconstruction project is scheduled to be ten months in duration, barring 
unforeseen circumstances.  In accordance with the contract tender requirements, pedestrian 
access on Front Street will be maintained at all times for the duration of the project.  Front Street 
and the existing frontage road will be closed to traffic in the latter stages of the project, when 
the western portion of the parkade is being removed.

May 2015 - Issue No. 2



1. Why did Council choose to demolish a portion 
of the parkade instead of rehabilitate the entire 
parkade?

The City of New Westminster Downtown Community 
Plan (2010) and Waterfront Vision (2011) seek 
to reconnect our community with the Fraser 
River through improved access to the waterfront, 
esplanade and Westminster Pier Park. Increase views 
and enhancements to the immediate area will 
create an overall improved pedestrian experience. 
The partial removal of the Front Street Parkade is an 
important first step in achieving this goal of seamless
connectivity to the waterfront. 

The vision is already starting to take shape with the 
newly opened Fourth Street Pedestrian Overpass to 
Westminster Pier Park. Additional improvements 
include the creation of the Front Street Mews and the 
reduction of train whistles in the Downtown.

2. What is included in the $11.25 million project 
cost ?

The combined project cost includes the removal of 
the western portion of the parkade, the design and 
construction of the Front Street Mews, a public art 
component and the complete rehabilitaiton of the 
eastern portion of the parkade, including concrete, 
railings, lighting and necessary electrical upgrades.

3. Will there be adequate parking available after 
the western portion of the parkade is removed? 

Approximately 450 stalls on the parkade will be 
retained after the western portion is removed. The 
Downtown Parking Study demonstrated that this 
remaining capacity is sufficient to meet parking 
demand for the foreseeable future. In addition, Front 
Street will be beautified and upgraded, offering 
street-level parking stalls that are expected to have a 
higher turnover and revenue than the parkade stalls. 

As per Council’s recommendations, the removal of the 
parkade is subject to the following three conditions: 

• Ensure adequate parking opportunities near the 
western portion of the existing parkade to support 
the short- and long-term viability of local businesses;

• Establish an effective connection to the waterfront 
using the opportunity created by the removal of a 
portion of the parkade; and

• Acquire adequate financial resources for parkade 
removal and ancillary works, including necessary 
utility relocations and the provision of new on-
street parking on the Front Street frontage road. 

4. Will waterfront connectivity be affected by the 
removal of the overpass at Begbie Street?

The at-grade crossing at Begbie Street will be retained, 
and alternative access points such as the Fourth 
Street, Hyack and McInnis overpasses will continue to 
be available.  The City is exploring options to upgrade 
the nearby overpass at Hyack Square to make it fully 
accessible. Currently, the Begbie and Hyack overpasses 
are not accessible to those using wheelchairs, walkers 
or strollers.

5. Will there be any air quality impacts resulting 
from the removal of the parkade?

Metro Vancouver Air Quality Division  has previously 
studied harmful emissions under the parkade (2004 
and 2009-2010) and found them to be much higher 
near the parkade than emissions in most parts of 
the region due to the presence of major road and rail 
transportation corridors and the effect of the parkade 
in trapping these pollutants. It is expected that there 
will be improved air quality on Front Street with the 
parkade removed due to improved air circulation and a 
more rapid dispersal of pollutants.

Post-deconstruction view, looking south on Sixth Street
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6. How will noise levels in the area be affected by 
the removal of the parkade?

The parkade is 8.5 metres high in order to meet the 
required railway height clearance. The first two to 
three storeys of Front Street buildings will benefit from 
a noise reduction due to the sound from trucks and 
trains, that would otherwise be reflected back by the 
parkade, being dispersed upwards and towards the 
waterfront. This benefit would extend to most of the 
historic buildings on Front Street between Begbie Street 
and Sixth Street. The City is working with developers to 
incorporate measures to reduce noise within residential 
units near major transportation corridors to levels that 
are in accordance with existing acoustical guidelines. 

The City has a bylaw in place that prohibits loud truck 
engine compression brakes (also known as engine 
brakes) and the design of the Front Street Mews will 
explore low-wall sound dispersion techniques to reduce 
the noise from truck engines and wheels.

7. I live in the area, how will I be impacted?

The City of New Westminster will work closely with the 
contractor to ensure that every effort is made to reduce 
construction noise, dust and vibration by following 
construction best practices and techniques, adhering 
to City bylaws, and scheduling disruptive tasks during 
appropriate times.

The contractor will also be ahering to the recently 
endorsed Good Neighbour Protocol which outlines 
policies and guidelines for minimizing disruptions to 
surrounding businesses and residents, and ensuring 
that all stakeholders are well informed during City-led 
construction projects. 

As per Bylaw No. 6063, 1992, permitted construction 
hours are 7:00am – 8:00pm on weekdays and Saturdays.  
Sundays and holidays are not permitted construction 
hours, unless Council grants an exemption. 

8. How will the road network be affected? 

Periodic closures of Front Street, Begbie Street, and Sixth 
Street may occur during the parkade rehabilitation.  
During deconstruction, Front Street will be closed to all 
vehicle traffic. Trucks will be rerouted as indicated on 
the map below. 

9. Will businesses remain open? How can I access 
them? 

Yes, businesses will remain open along Front Street. 
During the deconstruction phase, access will be 
permitted for pedestrians only via Sixth Street, 
McKenzie Street, and Begbie Street. The River Market 
will remain accessible to vehicles by the McInnes and 
Third Avenue overpasses.  

 

Temporary Truck Diversion Routes



FURTHER INFORMATION

For further information about the Waterfront Vision and the Front Street Parkade, please visit our 
website at www.newwestcity.ca/waterfrontvision  

Regular project updates and notifications will also be provided through the website, Citypage, Citypage 
Online, and social media including Facebook and Twitter. 

Contacts:

City of New Westminster Engineering Services 
604.527.4592 or engpost@newwestcity.ca 

Contactor: Deramore Construction Services Inc.  
604.850.0802

Consultant: Dialog 
604.255.1169
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