
WATERFRONT VISION 
FRONT STREET NEWSLETTER

This newsletter provides an update on the City of New Westminster’s Front 
Street initiatives that will result in a more attractive, accessible Front Street 
and an improved waterfront experience.

Rehabilitation work on the eastern portion of 
the Front Street Parkade is currently in progress 
with work scheduled to be completed on B and 
C decks (top two decks) at the end of November 
2015. To date, concrete restoration and 
waterproofing of deck C has been completed, 
and restoration of deck B is half-way complete. 
The initial completion date for rehabilitation 
work was scheduled for the end of September; 
however, additional work required on the Fourth 
Street ramp has delayed the project timeline. 

Following the rehabilitation work, the western 
portion of the parkade will be deconstructed 
and road work will take place to prepare the site 
for the construction of the Front Street Mews 
which will begin immediately after. During this 
process, Front Street and the frontage road will 
be closed to all vehicular traffic. Closures are 
anticipated to begin in early December and last 
until June 2016. 

Access to businesses for pedestrians and 
deliveries will be maintained throughout the 
project. Pedestrian way finding signage has 
been installed along Columbia and Front Streets 
to assist the public in accessing businesses 
along Front Street.  

The City of New Westminster recognizes that this is a challenging time for residents and businesses in the area. 
The City is making every effort to minimize disruptions and provide timely updates while working with our 
contractor to ensure the project is completed as quickly as possible.
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During the deconstruction phase, Front Street will be closed to all traffic between December 2015 – June 2016.  
Truck traffic will be re-routed along Royal Avenue (east-bound) and Columbia Street (west-bound), as shown in the 
map below. Other periodic closures of Front Street, Begbie Street, and Sixth Street may occur during the parkade 
rehabilitation and deconstruction.  Notices of closures will be posted to the City of New Westminster website, 
printed in the local newspaper under CityPage and emailed to residents’ and business associations.  

Truck Traffic Re-Routing
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Front Stree Parkade

Following the deconstruction of the western 
portion of the parkade, approximately 450 
stalls will be retained on the eastern portion 
of the parkade. The Downtown Parking Study 
demonstrated that this remaining capacity 
is sufficient to meet parking demand for 
the foreseeable future. Additionally, hourly 
street parking can be found throughout the 
downtown, and hourly/daily parking is available 
at Anvil Centre, Shops at New West and River 
Market as indicated on the map.



The section of Front Street and the existing 
frontage road west of Sixth Street to Begbie 
Street will be redesigned as a “mews” 
following the removal of the western portion 
of the Front Street Parkade. The mews is 
being designed to better balance the needs of 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and low-speed motor 
vehicles. The mews will provide a safe and 
animated pedestrian-friendly street as well as 
at-grade parking to support local businesses.  

A preferred design concept has been 
prepared for the Front Street Mews 
streetscape improvement project with input 
from stakeholder workshops and public 
consultation. The preferred design includes 
a one-way street with back-in angled parking 
(approx. 38 stalls) on the south side of the 
street to create a continuous buffer between the mews and the truck route.  This configuration also allows for 
a 3 metre wide sidewalk adjacent to the storefronts, planters, trees, pedestrian lights and street furniture.  A 
unique paving treatment for the street and sidewalk will help to reinforce the idea of a ‘shared street’ and will be 
designed to facilitate a wide range of activities including local access, pedestrian and bicycle movement, social 
interaction, commercial and restaurant activity. 

The tender process and construction schedule is 
proposed to coincide with removal of the western 
portion of the parkade. It is anticipated that the 
relocation of Front Street and construction of the 
mews will commence immediately after the parkade 
demolition has been completed in order to minimize 
the overall time that Front Street is closed to traffic. A 
traffic management plan will be prepared in accordance 
with the City of New Westminster’s Good Neighbour 
Policy to ensure that access and traffic impacts are 
minimized to the extent possible. 

Front Street Mews

What is a mews?
Mews are narrow, intimate streets that balance 
the access and service functions of a lane with 
active building frontages, accessory uses, and 
a street space shared by cars and pedestrians. 

                 Preliminary Front Street Mews Concept 



FURTHER INFORMATION

For further information about the Waterfront Vision and the Front Street Parkade, please visit our 
website at www.newwestcity.ca/waterfrontvision  

Regular project updates and notifications will also be provided through the website, Citypage, Citypage 
Online, and social media including Facebook and Twitter. 

Contacts:

City of New Westminster Engineering Services 
604.527.4592 or engpost@newwestcity.ca 

Contactor: Deramore Construction Services Inc.  
604.850.0802

Consultant: Dialog 
604.255.1169

PROJECT TIMELINE


