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Doc# 135445 

 
Memorandum 

 

To: Community Heritage Commission 

 

Date: June 9, 2010 

From: Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner File: 2607.20.65 

 

Subject: 811 Columbia Street (Mc & Mc Building) 

 

 
Front Façade Work 

 

In 2008, Council placed a heritage designation bylaw on the front façade of 811 

Columbia Street, known as the “Mc & Mc Building”.  The intent of the bylaw is to 

protect the front façade and allow the remainder of the building to be renovated for the 

ongoing Plaza 88 development. 

 

On May 18, 2010, the site received a “Stop Work Order” when it was discovered that 

work was being carried out to the façade contrary to the Heritage Conservation Plan, 

without a heritage alteration permit and without a building permit. The order was 

removed the next day once all conditions placed by the Building Department were met. 

 

Of primary concern from a heritage point of view is the destruction of one of the curved 

fenestration corners of the façade, and the complete removal of the upper storey wood-

sash hopper windows.  See attached photo. 

 

Discussion ensued with the project architect who assured the City that the wood windows 

have been removed for repair and that the corner of the building will be repaired to match 

the existing. 

 

Interior Columns 

 

Attached to this memo is an email from the architect regarding a change in approach 

regarding the interior columns.  As the interior of the building is not protected, no action 

can be taken from a heritage stand point.  In summary, the floor will not be lowered as 

earlier indicated and the capitals will not be saved.   

 

The City is seeking a written rationale from the architect regarding the actions noted 

above, and documentation that shows the upper level windows could not be repaired in 

situ.  The Community Heritage Commission will be updated with further information as 

it becomes available. 

 

 

Julie Schueck, 

Heritage Planner 
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Doc# 135480 

 
Memorandum 

 

To: Community Heritage Commission 

 

Date: June 9, 2010 

From: Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner File: Doc # 135480 

 

Subject: Heritage Alteration Permits 

 

 
At a recent Closed Council meeting, Council directed staff to provide the Community 

Heritage Commission (CHC) with a general overview of the City Solicitor’s opinion on the 

use of heritage alteration permits in relation to designated heritage properties. 

 

Existing Legislation 

 

Part 27 of the Local Government Act enables a local government to authorize changes to 

protected heritage property through a heritage alteration permit. To provide flexibility to 

respond to the needs and wishes of owners of protected property, a heritage alteration permit 

may vary or supplement the applicable zoning bylaw (other than in relation to permitted uses 

and density) as well as any applicable development permit or heritage designation bylaw.  

 

A property that is subject to a heritage designation bylaw may be altered in accordance with 

an approved heritage alteration permit provided the proposed changes are consistent with the 

intent of the heritage protection.  But if the proposed alterations are inconsistent with the 

intent of the heritage protection, then the heritage alteration permit may be refused.   

 

The Legal Context 

 

Formal protection is intended to protect heritage property from demolition or from alterations 

that may adversely affect the identified heritage quality of the property.  Heritage designation 

is not intended to create a situation where no changes may occur, thus essentially creating a 

building that is frozen in time and potentially unusable.   

 

It is lawful for Council to issue a heritage alteration permit for alterations to protected 

heritage property provided the proposed alterations have been assessed by the City and found 

to be consistent with the heritage protection bylaw and with the Standards and Guidelines for 

the Conservation of the Historic Places in Canada (which Council adopted in 2008). 

 

Other criteria that should be considered in assessing a request for a heritage alteration permit 

are whether or not the site has unused development potential and if the proposed alterations 

require a variance or relaxation. 

 

It is reasonable to consider an application in terms defined by the Standards and Guidelines, 

and it is important to note that the Standards and Guidelines support the relocation of and the 
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construction of additions to protected buildings when those interventions do not alter the 

heritage character-defining elements. 

 

Conclusion 

 

If the City were to have a blanket policy stating that protected heritage buildings could not be 

altered, even when there was available development potential under the zoning bylaw, this 

would most likely make owners unwilling to consent to heritage designations.   

 

Such an approach could also make compensation claims expensive to settle. At present, 

every time there is a heritage designation bylaw enacted, the property owner signs a waiver 

stating that compensation will not be sought. If the City were to develop a policy whereby 

the use of available and unused development potential was denied for protected heritage 

property (an option that is available to the City in dealing with designated properties), then 

future heritage designations could be expected to result in high compensation claims.   

 

It is important for the City to consider the value of a reasonably flexible approach to the 

issuance of heritage alteration permits for designated heritage properties as this will 

significantly enhance the City’s heritage program in the long term.   

 
The following websites have more information on the provincial heritage legislation and on 

the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of the Historic Places in Canada. 

 

Local Government Act, Part 27 

http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/96323_31 

 

Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of the Historic Places in Canada 

http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/docs/pc/guide/nldclpc-sgchpc.aspx 

 

 

 

Julie Schueck,  

Heritage Planner 
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The Heritage Canada Foundation / 
La fondation Héritage Canada 

 

Communiqué 

 

 
 

Heritage Canada Foundation launches companion website to new Canadian TV 
Series, SAVING PLACES 

 
 

OTTAWA, May 27, 2010 – The Heritage Canada Foundation (HCF) is pleased to announce the launch of a new 

website, www.savingplaces.ca. Developed in collaboration with PTV Productions, the website is a companion 

to Saving Places, a new Canadian TV series featuring the restoration of significant historic sites, two of which 

were previously included on HCF’s Top Ten Endangered Places List.  

 

Viewers of the TV series will be encouraged to visit the website where they can make tax-deductible donations 

to the featured heritage buildings, and support other HCF programs that save places across Canada. People can 

also bring attention to endangered places in their own communities by organizing a screening of Saving Places 

to kick off a local fundraising campaign.  

 

“Saving Places shows the dramatic challenges faced by individuals and organizations working to keep our 

historic places alive,” said Natalie Bull, HCF’s Executive Director.  “Through the website 

www.savingplaces.ca, Canadians can support heritage conservation efforts across Canada.”  

Saving Places airs Saturdays at 7 pm ET/PT beginning June 12, exclusively on History Television:  

Episode 1: The Church of the Holy Cross, Skatin, B.C. – Saturday, June 12 at 7 pm ET/PT 

Episode 2: The Tilting Post Office, Fogo Island, NFLD – Saturday, June 19 at 7 pm ET/PT 

Episode 3:  Homer Watson House, Kitchener, Ontario – Saturday, June 26 at 7 pm ET/PT 

 

Saving Places is produced by PTV Productions in association with History Television with the participation of 

Rogers Cable Network Fund and the Canadian Television Fund.   

 

Heritage Canada Foundation is a membership-based charitable organization created as Canada’s National Trust 

in 1973.  

 

For more information: 

 

..on the Saving Places website or Heritage Canada Foundation: 

Carolyn Quinn, Director of Communications, HCF, 613-237-1066 ext.229; cquinn@heritagecanada.org 

 

…on the Saving Places series/TV broadcast/press: 

Lyndsey Westfall, Publicity and Outreach, PTV Productions, 416-531-0100; lwestfall@ptvproductions.ca 
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HOME TV SHOW SAVE A PLACE PARTNERS MEDIA CONTACT US

SAVING PLACES 
PREMIERING 
JUNE 12th 

Only on History Television 

The Saving Places television series is about 
saving Canada’s heritage - one building at a 
time. Each episode documents the hands-on 
restoration of a desperately endangered but 
historically meaningful building – a building 
that tells a story about important people and 
events in our collective past. 

The Heritage Canada Foundation (HCF) and PTV Productions have 
partnered to offer this companion website to the Saving Places television 
series. Our historic places speak to who we are and their voices deserve 
to be heard. We hope this website will inspire you to get involved in saving 
places in your community. Discover how to set up your community 
screening and join the activists at the HCF. 

VIEW THE 
TRAILERS

READ 
MORE

SET UP A 
SCREENING

SEE US ON 
FACEBOOK

    

DISCLAIMER

Page 1 of 1Saving Places - Home

6/1/2010http://www.savingplaces.ca/
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