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NEW WESTMINSTER

Development Services

Memorandum
To: Community Heritage Commission Date:  June 9, 2010
From: Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner File:  2607.20.65

Subject: 811 Columbia Street (Mc & Mc Building)

Front Facade Work

In 2008, Council placed a heritage designation bylaw on the front facade of 811
Columbia Street, known as the “Mc & Mc Building”. The intent of the bylaw is to
protect the front facade and allow the remainder of the building to be renovated for the
ongoing Plaza 88 development.

On May 18, 2010, the site received a “Stop Work Order” when it was discovered that
work was being carried out to the fagade contrary to the Heritage Conservation Plan,
without a heritage alteration permit and without a building permit. The order was
removed the next day once all conditions placed by the Building Department were met.

Of primary concern from a heritage point of view is the destruction of one of the curved
fenestration corners of the facade, and the complete removal of the upper storey wood-
sash hopper windows. See attached photo.

Discussion ensued with the project architect who assured the City that the wood windows
have been removed for repair and that the corner of the building will be repaired to match

the existing.

Interior Columns

Attached to this memo is an email from the architect regarding a change in approach
regarding the interior columns. As the interior of the building is not protected, no action
can be taken from a heritage stand point. In summary, the floor will not be lowered as
earlier indicated and the capitals will not be saved.

The City is seeking a written rationale from the architect regarding the actions noted
above, and documentation that shows the upper level windows could not be repaired in
situ. The Community Heritage Commission will be updated with further information as
it becomes available.

Julie Schueck,
Heritage Planner

Doc# 135445
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Julie Schueck

From: Carman Kwan [ckwan@via-architecture.com]
Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2010 1:38 PM

To: Stephen Scheving

Cc: Mike; John P. Thornton

Subject: Plaza 88 - Mc&Mc column revision

Hi Stephen,
As discussed with you on the phone - the Mc&Mc building will include the following detail revisions:

1 - Two columns added on the McNeely (west) elevation as indicated on previous sketches submitted to you.

2 - The removal of the upper slab to be replaced by a new cast in place concrete slab. No lowering of the building will
take place. The entire building will remain intact with the exception of the upper slab removal. This will result in the
removal of the column capitals in order to accommodate for the slab height to match the existing concourse elevation at
11.0m.

Regards,

Carman Kwan, MAIBC, LEED® AF
VIAARCHITECTURE
301-1050 Homer Street, Vancouver, BC
604 683 1024 via-architeciure.com

Celebrating the NEXT 25 years of City Building Life

I'he contents of this email and any attachments Lo are the confidential property af VIA

authorizalion of VIA Architecture If you are not the infended recipient. please contact

ire, and should not be copied, modified, re-transmitled. or used for any purpose excapl with the writter

2r and deslroy the material in iz entirety, whelher in electronic or hard copy farmat
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NEW WESTMINSTER

Development Services

Memorandum
To: Community Heritage Commission Date:  June 9, 2010
From: Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner File:  Doc # 135480

Subject:  Heritage Alteration Permits

At a recent Closed Council meeting, Council directed staff to provide the Community
Heritage Commission (CHC) with a general overview of the City Solicitor’s opinion on the
use of heritage alteration permits in relation to designated heritage properties.

Existing Legislation

Part 27 of the Local Government Act enables a local government to authorize changes to
protected heritage property through a heritage alteration permit. To provide flexibility to
respond to the needs and wishes of owners of protected property, a heritage alteration permit
may vary or supplement the applicable zoning bylaw (other than in relation to permitted uses
and density) as well as any applicable development permit or heritage designation bylaw.

A property that is subject to a heritage designation bylaw may be altered in accordance with
an approved heritage alteration permit provided the proposed changes are consistent with the
intent of the heritage protection. But if the proposed alterations are inconsistent with the
intent of the heritage protection, then the heritage alteration permit may be refused.

The Legal Context

Formal protection is intended to protect heritage property from demolition or from alterations
that may adversely affect the identified heritage quality of the property. Heritage designation
is not intended to create a situation where no changes may occur, thus essentially creating a
building that is frozen in time and potentially unusable.

It is lawful for Council to issue a heritage alteration permit for alterations to protected
heritage property provided the proposed alterations have been assessed by the City and found
to be consistent with the heritage protection bylaw and with the Standards and Guidelines for
the Conservation of the Historic Places in Canada (which Council adopted in 2008).

Other criteria that should be considered in assessing a request for a heritage alteration permit
are whether or not the site has unused development potential and if the proposed alterations
require a variance or relaxation.

It is reasonable to consider an application in terms defined by the Standards and Guidelines,
and it is important to note that the Standards and Guidelines support the relocation of and the

Doc# 135480
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construction of additions to protected buildings when those interventions do not alter the
heritage character-defining elements.

Conclusion

If the City were to have a blanket policy stating that protected heritage buildings could not be
altered, even when there was available development potential under the zoning bylaw, this
would most likely make owners unwilling to consent to heritage designations.

Such an approach could also make compensation claims expensive to settle. At present,
every time there is a heritage designation bylaw enacted, the property owner signs a waiver
stating that compensation will not be sought. If the City were to develop a policy whereby
the use of available and unused development potential was denied for protected heritage
property (an option that is available to the City in dealing with designated properties), then
future heritage designations could be expected to result in high compensation claims.

It is important for the City to consider the value of a reasonably flexible approach to the
issuance of heritage alteration permits for designated heritage properties as this will
significantly enhance the City’s heritage program in the long term.

The following websites have more information on the provincial heritage legislation and on
the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of the Historic Places in Canada.

Local Government Act, Part 27
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws new/document/ID/freeside/96323 31

Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of the Historic Places in Canada
http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/docs/pc/guide/nldclpc-sgchpce.aspx

Julie Schueck,
Heritage Planner

Doc# 135480
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‘Historical Society Meetings

May Meeting
Wednesday, May 19, 2010, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium.

Questions And Answers — Images And Stories
~ Your Topics

This program will build on the success of the presentations of
miscellaneous images that have become very popular in Janu-
ary Historical Society evenings. Those presentations are
centred on suggestions and questions from members of the
community who come to programs at the Library or who may
come to see a short segment on a topic that they want to know
more about. This program in May will continue this type of
theme but with a slight change — fewer topics, more time for
questions and answers.

A few topics have already been put forward including the old
brewery site that is being developed in Sapperton as the Brew-
ery District. This site has changed a great deal over the years
and js about to change again into a combination of residential,
business, and commercial. A set of slides will show this corner
as it was, and will mix in stories from the history of the sur-
rounding area, Another suggested topic that will be covered is
the old 6™ Avenue bridge between Cumberland St and McBride
Blvd. Some old photos will illustrate crossing through or past
the old Penitentiary lands at 6® Ave, 8" Ave, or Columbia St
East. A few other suggestions are being considered includinga
look at the 1920s aerial view of Sapperton that shows many
interesting features from 90 years ago. If you have a topic
suggestion pass it along and it may become a part of this up-
coming program or one in the future,

Not a very good photo but the image is very important. The
photo shows a young girl sitting next to the Glen Creek. The
bridge visible in
the background is
on 6th Avenue §
heartoday's No1 §
Firehall, the Com-
munity Centre
and parking lot for §
the Pool.

Photo Circa 1912

Coming Up - June Meeting
Wednesday, June 16, 2010, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium

Tracing Our Past— A Heritage Guide To
Boundary Bay

For June’s program the Historical Society is pleased to have
author Anne Murray talk about a part of the Fraser River
delta and present her recent book, Tracing Qur Past — A
Heritage Guide To Boundary Bay. Boundary Bay is a part
of the lower mainland that many people drive past or
through, but Murray, through the enlightening stories, infor-
mative anecdotes, and beautiful images contained in her
book, clearly opens up the area to a fresh natural and heri-
tage appraisal.

Author Derek Hayes, well known to the Historical Society
from his popular presentations on maps and their history,
noted about Murray’s book, “Well-researched, well writ-
ten, and intelligently presented, a beautifully illustrated lo-
cal history not to be missed by anyone with an interest in
how this area got to be the way it is”.

You will not want to miss this presentation. The book is
excellent and you will want to hear about it.

A Quote

From New Westminster's Past

A description of approaching the mouth of the Fraser is

~ just one of many accounts in Trave[s In British Columbia,
by Newton Chittenden, published in 1882.
"[having exited Active Pass] ... Now we head for the delta
of the Fraser River, visible in the distance. The Gulf of
Georgia is from nine to twenty miles in widith, and one
hundred and twenty miles in length. When opposite
Point Roberts, the boundary line between British Co-
lumbia and the United States, a wide pathway cut
through the timber, entirely across, is plainly seen Jrom
the steamer with the naked eye. Just before entering
the South Arm of the Fraser River we pass the steamer
Beaver, which Capt Irving says is the oldest on the Pa-
cific Coast, having come round the Horn in 1835. She
is still doing good service for her owners, the British
Columbia Towing Company."
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Where The "Brewery District" Will Be
The photograph below shows the last streetcar on Colum-
bia Street travelling north on its way to the commercial area
of early Sapperton. The road visible in the foreground is
thought to be Simpson Street. The tower in the distance is
part of the brewery that was a major industry on the site.
This view in the future will be looking at the new structures
of the Brewery District development. Photo date: 1937

. Photo courtesy of A Sense of History Research Services

L.acrosse, A Prince, And A Curator

At one of the Sports and Recreation presentations in Feb-
ruary or March of this year, there were comments about
lacrosse at the Commonwealth Games in Victoria in 1994,
Inciuded in these comments was a note that Prince Edward
had visited the Canadian Lacrosse Hall of Fame display
and was particularly taken with a couple of early New
Westminster lacrosse views.As promised here is the Prince
with Hall of Fame Curator Archie Miller as they talk about
the images. Security and staff in the background.

Receive This Newsletter By Email?
Members may receive this newsletter by email if they
choose. Either give us a note at a meeting with your
name, address and email, or send it to
<nwhistsoc@senseothistory.com>

Crimean History

Two books on the history of the Crimean War offer different
and intesting accounts of this story. One, The Untold Story
of Women in the Crimean War: No Place for Ladies, by
Helen Rappaport (2007), reports " ... the untold human story
of war, love, death, and the brave women, from nurses to
countesses, who went out to the Crimea."”

The second book is historical fiction but its attention to detail
makes it an excellent story of the horrors of the Crimean
War. Attack on the Redan, Sargent Jack Crossman and the
Battle for Sebastapol, by Garry Kilworth (2003), follows the
life and exploits of Jack Crossman and his various associ-
ates in the war. :

Both books are well worth reading for more background in-
formation on the Crimean War. Since many people in early
New Westminster were part of this military event, this back-
ground is worth noting.

Really Ancient History

A government announcement looks at fossils. The announce-
ment under the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands titled "BC
Launches Fossil Designation and Public Consultation" sets
in place a "Fossil Management Framework" and the desig-
nation of an official provincial fossil. You can find out much
more information and see how to get involved at
<www.gov.bc.ca> or at the separate site of the Ministry.
Have a look - good stuff.

A May Cemetery Tour

On Sunday, May 16, starting at 1:30 pm near the Fraser Cem-
etery office, a cemetery tour will follow the theme "Good
Sports And Valued Athletes". Included will be athletic
endeavours such as horseracing, curling, soccer, lacrosse,
basketball, coaching, and more,

A June Walking Tour

On Sunday, June 6, starting at 1:30 pm in front of New
Westminster City Hall, a walking tour will head off to the
downtown area covering many sites connected with the theme
"Theatre, Concerts, Intriguing Shows - Events In Early New
Westminster". Many stories and locations will be visited in-
cluding drill halls, movie houses, vaudeville theatres, church
halls, opera houses, and so on.

For more information watch for announcements or go to
<www.nwheritage.org> the Library's Heritage Website.

Anvil Battery Salutes

The Ancient and Honourable Hyack Anvil Battery wiil be
firing two salutes during the Hyack Festival this year. One,
of course, will be for Victoria Day (May 24; about 11:15 to
12:30pm; 21 shots start at noon). The second will be part of
the May Day festivities on May 26 (3 shots). Watch for an-
nouncements.
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The Heritage Canada Foundation /
La fondation Héritage Canada

Communiqué

SAVING
PLACES

Heritage Canada Foundation launches companion website to new Canadian TV
Series, SAVING PLACES

OTTAWA, May 27, 2010 — The Heritage Canada Foundation (HCF) is pleased to announce the launch of a new
website, www.savingplaces.ca. Developed in collaboration with PTV Productions, the website is a companion
to Saving Places, a new Canadian TV series featuring the restoration of significant historic sites, two of which
were previously included on HCF’s Top Ten Endangered Places List.

Viewers of the TV series will be encouraged to visit the website where they can make tax-deductible donations
to the featured heritage buildings, and support other HCF programs that save places across Canada. People can
also bring attention to endangered places in their own communities by organizing a screening of Saving Places
to kick off a local fundraising campaign.

“Saving Places shows the dramatic challenges faced by individuals and organizations working to keep our
historic places alive,” said Natalie Bull, HCF’s Executive Director. “Through the website
www.savingplaces.ca, Canadians can support heritage conservation efforts across Canada.”

Saving Places airs Saturdays at 7 pm ET/PT beginning June 12, exclusively on History Television:
Episode 1: The Church of the Holy Cross, Skatin, B.C. — Saturday, June 12 at 7 pm ET/PT
Episode 2: The Tilting Post Office, Fogo Island, NFLD — Saturday, June 19 at 7 pm ET/PT
Episode 3: Homer Watson House, Kitchener, Ontario — Saturday, June 26 at 7 pm ET/PT

Saving Places is produced by PTV Productions in association with History Television with the participation of
Rogers Cable Network Fund and the Canadian Television Fund.

Heritage Canada Foundation is a membership-based charitable organization created as Canada’s National Trust
in 1973.

For more information:

..on the Saving Places website or Heritage Canada Foundation:
Carolyn Quinn, Director of Communications, HCF, 613-237-1066 ext.229; cquinn @heritagecanada.org

...on the Saving Places series/TV broadcast/press:
Lyndsey Westfall, Publicity and Outreach, PTV Productions, 416-531-0100; lwestfall @ptvproductions.ca
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Saving Places - Home

HOME TV SHOW

SAVING PLACES
PREMIERING
JUNE 12th

Only on History Television

The Saving Places television series is about
saving Canada’s heritage - one building at a
time. Each episode documents the hands-on
restoration of a desperately endangered but
historically meaningful building — a building
that tells a story about important people and
events in our collective past.

SAVE A PLACE

Page 1 of 1

PARTNERS

i

MEDIA CONTACT US

The Heritage Canada Foundation (HCF) and PTV Productions have
partnered to offer this companion website to the Saving Places television
series. Our historic places speak to who we are and their voices deserve
to be heard. We hope this website will inspire you to get involved in saving
places in your community. Discover how to set up your community
screening and join the activists at the HCF.

: VIEW THE ™ READ o SET UP A { SEE US ON
|5 | TRAILERS A / MORE _.#:;i SCREENING B FACEBOOK
PRODUCTIONS TS T CANADA RATARA
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