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Heritage 101 - October 23rd

Click to view this email in a browser

|

Vancouver Heritage Foundation

Heritage 101

wWw.vancouverheritagefoundation.org Welcome Jeanette

Heritage 101: Understanding Heritage Conservation >> Sat October 23rd, 9 am-5 pm

' .l it

Do you own an old house? Do you work with old buildings? Are you a history buff? Join
the Vancouver Heritage Foundation for Heritage 101* on Saturday, October 23rd from
9am-5pm. This one-day hands-on course is designed to help both professionals and
homeowners begin to understand old buildings and provide resources for making
decisions about them.

* Heritage 101: Understanding Heritage Conservation is the core course for Old
School: Courses for Heritage Conservation. Participants can then sign up for many
elective courses this fall such as Building Interiors, Researching the History of a
Building, Sustainability & Heritage and more!

Old School courses are open to everyone! Professional Development Credits are
available to members of AIBC, PIBC, BCSLA and BCAAIC.

Cost: $100 & hst (includes lunch & materials)

Date: Saturday October 23rd, 2010

Time: 9am - 5pm

Location: Flying Angel Club (heritage "A" building)
401 E Waterfront Rd. Vancouver (free parking)

. Y
register now!

Contact us at: www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org

If you no longer wish to receive old-e-news, please reply to this message with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line or simply click on the following link: Unsubscribe

Click here to forward this email to a friend

Vancouver Heritage Foundation
402 - 510 W Hastings St.
Vancouver, BC V6B 1L8
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THE

CATHOLIC CHURCH

IN NEW WESTMINSTER
150 YEARS:1860 - 2010

A postcard view of the 2" St Peter's Church, this one on
Blackwood Street near Columbia Street. The first mission
church was on Columbia Street in a location that, in this photo,
would be behind the streetcar, where the building is, one lot
along the street from the corner.

This postcard is dated and stamped 1934 and this is probably
very close to the actual date of the image. Note that the church
no longer has its tall steeple - this was apparently damaged,
along with overall church structure, in a major wind storm that
same year. The photo is taken from the corner of 4" Street with
the streetcar travelling west down Columbia. The area with the
service station had been the site of gas / service stations for
many years.

St Peter's Church Blackwood Street

"This building which has been completed during the
present year, is one of the prettiest churches in the
province. It is 96 by 36 feet with a 40 foot ceiling and
a tower 150 feet in height. Situated as it is on a choice
location on Blackwood Street it
is an ornament in itself and an
adornment to the city. Cost
$10,000." (Mainland Guardian
. 1886)

St Peter's Church
Blackwood Street Again

" ... stands so near the river bank
" that it is seen distinctly by per-
sons approaching either up or down, and its shiny
walls and tall spire make it one of the most conspicu-
ous objects in the city ... (the tower) rises to a height
of 150 feet above the sidewalk and bears a gilt cross
9 by 6 feet ... the style is gothic ... walls are supported
by wooden buttresses ... there are fourteen double win-
dows of colored glass, gothic in shape and 16 by 4
feet ... the roof is painted in several shades.” (1886)

In 1860 members of the Catholic Church
arrived in New Westminster to establish
a church and a mission. This they did.
Over the ensuing decades many build-
ings have been associated with this faith
and this special newsletter will point out
some of these as well as offer a number
of quotes from the history of this church
in the Royal City.

Preparing For The Current Church

"Making way for the new Catholic church to be erected on
the southeast corner of Royal Avenue and 4th Street, two his-
toric old houses, occupied by several pioneers of the city,
were razed this week by the wreckers.” (British
Columbian, 1938)

Bishop Of British Columbia

"The installation of a Bishop is an event of interest and im-
portance in every christian community. On Sunday last ... the
Right Reverend Bishop D'Herbomez, Vicar Apostolic of Brit-
ish Columbia, was formally installed at St Charles Church,
New Westminster, the place of future residence of his lord-
ship. After mass was said and the ceremony of the installation
finished, his lordship addressed, in the English language, a
highly respectable and large congregation ..." (British
Columbian, 1864 ‘

Saint Mary's Hospital - the original building at the corner of Agnes Street
at Merrivale Street. This snapshot is the view of the hospital used in the
St Peter's centennial booklet in 1960. The monkey puzzle tree o

left and the two hollies at the front are still at the corner. 3%
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An unidentified man on the sidewalk in
front of St Ann's Academy (visible in left
background). The photo shows some
work on the sidewalk or to pipes con-
nected to the fire hydrant.

In The New St Peter's

On Sunday last ... every seat in the
new church was occupied. The
majority of those persons were
members of the Church of England,
but there were Jews and Pagans,
and a crowd of unbelievers occu-
pied a vacant lot on the opposite
side of the street ... Rev Father
McGucken ascended the pulpit
and thanked God for the success-
ful completion of the church. He
said the parishioners and their
Protestant friends deserved rich
rewards for the bountiful supplies
they give in money; and that
McKay and Turnbull, the contrac-
tors, deserved great praise” (Main-
land Guardian, 1886)
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Church

Consecration

"The two Roman
Catholic Churches in
this city, the one for
the whites, and the
other for the Indians,
were consecrated on
Sabbath last ... the
attendance of Indi-
ans was very large,
and that of the whites
reasonably so, and
very respectable.”
(British Columbian,
1861)

Arrival

... on September 13,
1860, we were able to
establish a mission at
New Westminster ...
Jfrom which place we
are attending the out-
posts of forts Dou-
glas, Hope and Yale
and places depen-
dent on them (Fraser
Valley) from the Cas-
cades to the sea and
some Indian villages
on the coast.”

Centennial

The plaque laid on the
occasion of the church's
100" anniversary in
1960 says:

St Peter's Centennial,
August 1960, Rev Fa-
ther Malloy OMI, Pastor

Sources
Photographs are from
the collections of the
New Westminster Pub-
lic Library, Our Forgotten
Past, and the St Peter's
Church 100" Anniver-
sary booklet. Reference
material is from many
sources including city
and church histories,
early newspapers, and
private research of A
Sense of History Re-
search Services.

The demolition of the tower of St Ann's Academy, 1968. This is a
compilation of three separate photographs pieced together to
follow the fall of this part of the building. A curious note: the cross
was still on the rooftop when it was toppled.

%

St Charles and St Louis

in the photo above, ignoring the tennis courts and players, you
can see the St Charles Church (for the Indian adherents) on the
left (corner of Agnes Street between 4" St and Blackwood St),
and on the right, part of the Oblate House and most of St Louis
College, both facing Blackwood Street. (note Irving House be-

tween these in the distance).

An interesting view of St Louis
College and the Oblate House
looking down Blackwood
Street from Agnes Street. Down
Blackwood Street out of the
picture was St Peter's Church
while across Blackwood, at
one time, was St Charles
Church and St Patrick's Hall.
Saint Mary's Hospital was one
block to the left of this photo, St
Ann's Academy two blocks fur-
ther, and directly behind St
Louis, the grounds that would
later be St Peter's School.

New Westminster Historical Society
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Historical Society Meetings

September Meeting
Wednesday, September 15, 2010, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium.

The Catholic Church, 150 Years In New
Westminster— A Visual History

This year, 2010, is the 150" anniversary of the arrival of the
Catholic Church in New Westminster. This presentation, con-
centrating on images and stories of buildings associated with
the Catholic Church in this community, will include many ex-
amples of interest - some remaining in the city while others are
local memories and history.

The images and presentation will
show and discuss the early mis-
sion building, the churches, the
schools, the convent, arelatively
unknown monastery, a hospital,
‘ orphanages, a hall or two, and the
cemetery. Names that will be part of all this are St Peter’s, St
Charles, St Ann’s, St Louis, Saint Mary’s, St Patrick’s, and
more. Some of the anecdotes that take their place in the his-
tory of this church in New Westminster include an early St
Peter’s and the results of a violent windstorm, joining together
with others to assist the community after the City’s 1898 fire,
and the opening of the St Peter’s Cemetery.

A Tour Of Local Catholic Church
Historical Locations
On Sunday, September 19, 2010, a walking tour will start at
1:30 pm on the City Hall front lawn at the corner of Royal
Avenue at 4" Street, - 7150 Years OFf Catholic Church
History In New Westminster.

This tour is not really very long in length as the area of these
interesting locations is clustered in about a six block area be-
low St Peter's Catholic Church. The tour, 1'/, to 2 hours, will
end close to its starting point.

Last year this city noted the arrival of the Methodists and An-
glicans in the city’s first year of existence, but the Catholics
weren’t far behind. They arrived in September of 1860 and
this walking tour will visit a number of sites that are integral to
this 150 years of history. The site of the first mission will be
noted along with other church buildings, schools, a hospital,
halls, residences, and other related places.

Coming Up - October Meeting
Wednesday, October 20, 2010, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium

Historical Re-enactors — The Work Needed
To Get The ‘Character’ Right

Last year for October’s meeting, the Historical Society
welcomed members of the Living History Group, history
enthusiasts who take on the roles of colonial characters,
especially members of the Royal Engineers who were sta-
tioned in this area from 1858 to 1863. As part of that
evening’s presentation, one individual recounted the diffi-
culties and successes of finding out about a particular char-
acter or two. This information and stories of the search
were so intriguing, that this year, the whole evening will be
taken up with such stories and related images.

Tim Watkins, who portrays a local Royal Engineer of the
early 1860s, will bring a presentation that recounts the hard
work, investigation, and attention to detail that goes into
being a “re-enactor”. It is not just a matter of putting on ‘a
costume’. It is reading, researching, and studying as much
as possible to “get to know” the person that will be por-
trayed. As these people who are portrayed were real, an
honest effort must be made to get their story right. This
will be an interesting evening.

A Quote

From New Westminster's Past
The Sears, Roebuck and Co. catalogue of 1900 offered
some interesting aids that were probably used by some
local citizens.

Sure cure for the tobacco habit. "Tobacco To The Dogs
We Cure You Of All Desire for Tobacco".

Our 50 Cents Liquor Habit Cure.
"Stop Drinking German Liquor Cure
Guaranteed To Destroy All Desire For
Ligquor”

"Dr Allan's Asthma Cure Guaranteed

 ivicestion
4? DYSPEPSIA

LG i
Instant Relief And Permanent Cure - g‘?ﬁ gi wi%{
Asthma, Hay Fever, Influenza, Ca- |17 Vuudon,

] ity
géffziﬁmé
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tarrh, Cramps, And Ordinary Colds In
The Head"




An Historical Photo Puzzle

Last month the photo below was presented as a puzzle - a
puzzle in which you would try to identify where the photo-
graph was taken. The image is from a selection of photos
depicting Westminster Woodworking that used to have a
business location at the foot of 11% Street in New
Westminster and with a millsite in Queensborough. The photo
itself shows a Woodworking product being delivered to its
destination. The product of the company was a wicket for
transactions between customer and business
respresentative. Usually we note such items in banks but
the building that this is going into is not a bank but is a part
ofthe answer to this little puzzle.

2

The street comer at which this wagon is standing is Colum-
bia Street at 6" Street, with Columbia being the foreground
space from left to right and 6™ being at the left behind the
men and the load. Looking at the buildings also from left to
right, we have the Ellard Building (1899), which is home
today of Starbucks, the Cliff Block (1910), and the one await-
ing its new wickets - the Post Office (1899), the corner on
which the New Westminster Police Service now has its
headquarters. While the photo is undated at present it is
probably circa 1912.

A Salmon Fishing Reminder

With all the media that is focussing on the sockeye salmon
run and fishery presently ongoing on the Fraser River and
creating a great deal
of excitement, a small
reminder of past fish-
ing is appropriate. This
image, from a recent
special issue of the
newsletter, shows the
type of boat that was
once used to fish on
this river.

Receive This Newsletter By Email?
Members may receive this newsletter by email if they
choose. Either give us a note at a meeting with your
name, address and email, or send it to
<nwhistsoc@senseothistory.com>

An Ex-Mayor's Birthday

Over the past couple of months, at two presentations and a
cemetery tour, you have heard from Dale Miller as she de-
scribed the early City government of New Westminster and
those who were part of its councils. The photo above is a
favourite print of hers as it shows a group of ex-mayors gath-
ered together for the 90® birthday of James Cunningham.
Mrs James Cunningham, Mary Ann, with the bouquet sits at
the centre, surrounded by their friends - a veritable "histori-
cal gathering" - in terms of the event and in terms of those in
attendance. The photo is dated as August 1, 1924,

The list of those in the print are, front row from left: J S
Clute, James Cunningham, Mrs James Cunningham, B W
Shiles and J C Brown. Standing, left to right: T S Annandale,
Thomas Ovens, Henry Hoy, W H Keary, J J Johnston, and
W A Duncan, then the City Clerk.

An added note on this photo: About 9 months later, following
the death of James Cunningham, all but one of the men in
this group were pallbearers at his funeral.

Historical Society Topics For 2011
A number of suggestions have been put forward for next
year's list of presentations. If you have some ideas for pro-
gramming send them along. Some suggestion so far include
the anniversary of the end of EXPO'86 (25 years), Uptown
New Westminster history, a look at the history of world fairs,
and something from archaeology.

A Great Friend Of History Passes Away

A person well known for her love of history and heritage
and her work with it in the local area, particularly in Burnaby,
has recently passed away. Pixie McGeachie died on Au-
gust 14. She was a major part of recording and preserving
the history of this region for many years and authored a
number of books on Burnaby local history. Pixie was close
to Burnaby Village and the Burnaby Historical Society and
enjoyed following the programming of the New Westminster
group. She will be missed.

New Westminster Historical Society 4Q|




Kathleen Stevens

From:

Sent: Thursday, September 30, 2010 4:59 PM
To: Jaimie McEvoy

Cc: Kathleen Stevens; gresidents@yahoo.ca
Subject: Heritage Subcommittee Queensborough

Mr. McEvoy/Kathleen, following our QRA meeting of Sept 21st we are following up on the
status of a Heritage Subcommittee for Queensborough. Our community is developing rapidly and
the Historical Context Statements contained in the April 2010 consultants' reports indicate
"the community emphasized that future growth needs to be well planned out, considerate of the
neighbourhood and contribute to the overall livability of the City". Several rezoning
applications will have direct impact on the old Fraser Shipyards site on Furness
Street(application to rezone Sept.20--file 7031). The 1986 Heritage Inventory identified five
potential heritage buildings but the Queen Elizabeth Elementaryl1939 at 510 Ewen is now gone.
Please consider this subject be added as Correspondence for your upcoming CommunityHeritage
Commission agenda and be brought forward to Council. As our OCP is still under review, it
would seem imparative that public attention to heritage issues be considered. Regards, Mary
Broten Port Royal
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