
Overall Process 

DAC Agreement
In December 2007, the City of New Westminster, the Provincial Government, 

the British Columbia Lottery Corporation and Gateway Casinos signed a four 

party Development Assistance Compensation (DAC) Agreement. This 

Agreement outlines the use of $60.2 million of gaming funding for five 

priority projects in the City.

Priority 1: Queensborough Parkland

$5 million

Trail and greenway expansion 

Parkland & amenities development

2008 2010

Priority 2: Multi Use Civic Facility 

$35 million 

ÅFunds not to be used for land acquisition

Must be built in the Downtown

Must include convention & meeting space 

2009 2013

Priority 3: Queensborough Facilities

$6.2 million 

Expansion of community centre

2011 2013

Priority 4: Pedestrian Overpass

$10.3 million

Connects Downtown & Queensborough

2013 2015

Priority 5 : Esplanade Improvements

$4 million

Dock development

Esplanade rehabilitation  

2015 2017



Overall Process 

Work to Date

Work for the Multi Use Civic Facility (MUCF) commenced two and a half years ago.  

Programming has been developed based on recommendations from various City 

strategies and plans, as well as input from the community.   

The following documents were used to develop principles for the facility:

Downtown Community Plan

New Westminster Theatre Study

Arts Strategy

Parks and Recreation Comprehensive Master Plan

Tourism Plan 

Arts Centre Study (NWSS) 

Museum & Archives Feasibility Study

New Westminster Convention Centre  Market Study

Programming

Convention/conference space

City and Police Museum

City Archives

Gift shop

Canadian Lacrosse Hall of Fame

Non-proscenium theatre

Visitors information centre

Multi -purpose meeting rooms

Purpose-built and multi -purpose art 

rooms

Art gallery

Restaurant

In addition to the civic uses and restaurant located in the first four storeys, a six to 

eight storey office tower will be located above the MUCF.

The following uses will be included in the facility  



Multi Use Civic Facility Arts Advisory Task Force

Arts Advisory 

Task Force

In December 2010 the Multi Use Civic Facility (MUCF) Arts Advisory Task Force was 

created. The Task Force is comprised of professional artists, amateur artists, Arts Council 

representative and City Council representative.  This Task Force will provide City Council 

with recommendations on the mandate of the Art Gallery. 

The three possible mandates are; a Civic Gallery, a Community Art Gallery or a 

Commercial Art Gallery. 

- The 

uses that were identified in the previous studies and Open Houses are: 

The Task Force will visit galleries and art centres in neighbouring municipalities and 

review research gathered by staff to make their recommendations to Council.

ÅDrawing

Å

ÅSculpture

ÅDance  (ballet, hip hop, jazz, ballroom etc.)

ÅCrafts- folk art

ÅRehearsals

ÅPoetry

ÅLapidary (stone work)

ÅArt workshops

ÅWeaving

ÅFitness and movement  (yoga, tai chi)

ÅQuilting

ÅCarving

ÅMusic (vocal)

ÅInstrumental music

ÅPerforming arts

ÅFabric / fibre art

ÅPainting

ÅJewelry making

ÅWood / hand carving

ÅAboriginal/ multicultural art

ÅDigital arts



Site Attributes 

Site Context

The evaluation process identified the best site for the Multi Use Civic Facility 

as a consolidated parcel made up of: 765 Columbia Street, 743 Columbia 

Street, 739 Columbia Street, 731 Columbia Street and a portion of Alexander 

Street. This consolidated site would become a 0.8 acre parcel with frontage 

on both Columbia Street and Eighth Street.



Site Attributes 

Merits of the Site

Direct access to New Westminster SkyTrain 

Station

Uses a portion of existing City owned land 

(Alexander Street)

None of the sites are listed on the City Heritage 

Resource Inventory

Gateway to Columbia Street

Sits at the entrance to the Waterfront

Enhances efforts made at Hyack Square with its 

outdoor performance space

Synergistic with Plaza 88 development

Synergistic with the Westminster Trust 

building at its east, the Interurban 

development to its south, SkyTrain to its west 

and Douglas College to its north

Builds off the Vancouver conference market by 

promoting sessions along the SkyTrain

Proximity to Douglas College and partnership 

opportunities with the College

Proximity to other educational facilities located 

in New Westminster (e.g. Boucher Institute, 

Justice Institute)

Relatively flat site that better serves seniors 

and families with children

Utilizes SkyTrain investment without having to 

financially contribute towards this important 

infrastructure amenity



Programming 

Principles

Downtown Community Plan

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

None of the above

Museum & Archives

Fitness facilities

Child care facilities

Seniors meeting space

Performance theatre

Outdoor parks space

Arts centre

% Definitely Should be Included

Residents

Businesses

As part of the Downtown Community Plan, a public opinions survey was conducted.  

One of the questions asked what type of uses the Multi Use Civic Facility should 

include. 

The Downtown Community Plan includes the following Strategies that support the 

Multi Use Civic Facility:

Facilitate access to arts and culture opportunities for all affordability levels, 

age groups, and mobility levels

Identify the Downtown as the preferred location for city -serving arts and 

cultural facilities to maximize public access and spin -off benefits for nearby 

businesses

Continue to have Downtown distinguished as an artistic community

inclusive and support the various needs of a diverse community, focusing on 

current servicing gaps (young adults, 20 -34  years of age)

environmental sustainability



Programming 

Principles

Parks & Recreation Comprehensive Plan

The Parks & Recreation Comprehensive Plan  includes the following 

recommendations that help determine recreational uses within the Multi 

Use Civic Facility:

Target services for young adults in Downtown area

Recognize the growing young-family population in Downtown

Equitable geographic distribution of programs & services

- Opportunity to address community centre need in this area

Bookable multi -use rooms (large & small)

Health & fitness areas

Shared community spaces with arts, culture & heritage areas

Storage spaces for community groups

Access to resource information (internet & other)

Structured and non -structured programming

Gymnasium spaces will be provided through new school development in the 

Downtown area.



Theatre Strategy

Programming 

Principles

The strategy focused on the specific needs of the performing arts 

groups in the City and identifies the most desirable forms of theatre 

performance spaces required to meet that need.

Recommendations 

1. Addressing Community Need

a. Establish a 300 400 seat, 

flat floor performance space 

for theatre events and 

community and cultural 

celebrations including food 

services. 

2. Maintaining Critical Service 

a. Bernie LeggeTheatre -

Adequately serves its 

intended purpose of 

supporting community 

amateur theatre.

b. City take initiative and 

proactively negotiate 

community ownership or 

trusteeship of Massey 

Theatre 



Evaluation Criteria 

Site Selection Criteria

Pedestrian Access

Proximity to transit

Bike, pedestrian access

Vehicle Access

Existing parking

On-site drop off 
area/delivery area

Feasibility of Acquisition

Assembly and acquisition 
costs

Leveraging opportunities

Disruption, displacement of 
community facilities

Physical Suitability

Disruptive noise or 
vibrations 

Desirable sun wind 
exposure 

Potential for views

Extraordinary development 
costs 

DAC

Meet DAC requirements

Timing requirements

Iconic

Key intersection, commercial 
area, significant route

Proximity to water

Revitalization and Economic 
Potential

Supports revitalization of the 
Regional Town Centre 
designation

Creating a sense of place

Economic catalyst

Supportive Context

Safe environment

Near other community, 
cultural or educational 
facilities/spaces 

Near tourist attractions, 
commercial, hotels

The categories listed below were used to evaluate potential 

sites within the Downtown area.



Site Context 

Urban Analysis



Site Context 

Site Opportunities

Zoning

Access

Amenities 

Circulation

Height + Density



Site Context 

Streetscape Massing / Scale

Pedestrian Design

MUCF

RESTAURANT

LOBBY

RETAIL


