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OUR CITY HOUSING WORKSHOP

WELCOME
NEW WESTMINSTER’S  
OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN PROCESS

What is the future of OUR CITY? 
It’s time to update our Official 
Community Plan (OCP) and 
we need your help! The OCP 
is the policy document that 
sets out the vision, goals and 
objectives for the future of New 
Westminster. 

New Westminster’s current 
OCP was created in 1998. 
The local, regional, provincial, 
national and international 
contexts influencing the city 
have changed significantly since 
that time. The updated OCP 
will provide a renewed vision 
for New Westminster, and the 
regulatory framework to guide 
growth toward that vision. 

The OCP will contain policies on 
housing, parks & open space, 
arts & culture, heritage, energy, 
utility services, transportation, 
well-being, hazards, economy and 
environment.

The OCP will also include a land 
use designation map, which will 
indicate the future land uses that 
would be supported by Council. 
The land use designations will 
guide future development and 
redevelopment of property within 
the city. The policies and map, 
together with tools and actions 
for implementation, will help to 
shape the future growth of OUR 
CITY. 

RUNNER UP Kathy Gilstead

RUNNER UP Steven Vanden Eykel

WINNER Roger Hur

OUR CITY  
Photo Contest 

A total of 172 photos 
were submitted and 
captured a variety of city 
scenes including retail 
and industrial activity, 
local parks, city activities, 
and transportation in 
the city. The top three 
photos, as voted on by 
the community, were 
printed on canvas 
and were awarded to 
the photographers by 
Council.

@newwestplanning/NewWestminster newwestcity.ca/ourcity ourcity@newwestcity.ca
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OUR CITY HOUSING WORKSHOP

Create Land Use Scenarios (Fall 2015)

Report to Council – Announcement of Housing Workshop (October 2015)

OUR CITY Community Conversation on Housing Workshop (November 2015)

OUR CITY Travelling Workshops (November 2015)

OUR CITY Your Future Neighbourhood Workshops (January/February 2016)

Present compilation of feedback to Council (April 2016)

Create a refined land use plan (Spring 2016)

Explore design criteria and implementation options for supported infill 
housing options (Spring 2016)

Present revised land use plan, housing design criteria, vision, goals and draft 
polices to the community for feedback (Spring 2016)

Report to Council – Neighbourhood Visioning Process (January 2015)

Release Newsletter #2 (February 2015)

Neighbourhood Visioning: LOVE OUR CITY Workshop (February 2015)

Neighbourhood Visioning:  What We Heard Open House (February 2015)

Report to Council – Summary of Neighbourhood Visioning Process (May 2015)

Release Newsletter #3 (June 2015)

Pop Up Planning (Summer 2015) 

Vision and Goals Survey (Summer 2015)

Create revised Vision and Goals based on feedback 

HOW DID WE GET HERE + NEXT STEPS

Review of local, regional, provincial, federal initiatives 

Statistical analysis (population data, growth trends, housing stock)

Analysis of innovative polices used in other Cities

Report to Council – Community Consultation program (May 2014)

Report to Council – Work plan for the OCP review (January 2014)
Launch of the Official Community Plan Review: OUR CITY 2041

Step Two:
OUR CITY 

Public Launch

We Are Here!

Step One: 
Background Research

Step Three:
Vision and Goal 

Development

Launch OUR CITY Webpage and email  (April 2014)

Release Newsletter #1 (May 2014)

Traveling Community Workshops (June 2014)

Pop Up Planning “In 25 years, OUR CITY will be…” (Summer 2014)

Our City photo contest (August 2014)

Report to Council – Summary of Community Consultation (October 2014)

Step Four:
Policies and Land Use 

Scenarios 

Step Five:
Plan Development

Preparation of draft documents (Summer 2016)

Report to Council - Draft OCP (Fall 2016)

Public Consultation on draft OCP (Fall 2016)

Adoption of the Official Community Plan (Early 2017)

Completed  			   Where We Are Now 			   Next Steps


