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Description The New Westminster Gas Works is a small-scale one-storey industrial building of red 
brick construction with modest Victorian Italianate detailing. It is located on a large site in 
central New Westminster in close proximity to the CPR railway, on a deep setback from 
the street in a mixed residential context.

Description of 

boundaries

North Arm

Heritage value The New Westminster Gas Works is valued as the oldest remaining industrial building in 
New Westminster, as the city's oldest brick structure, and as one of only three early gas 
works buildings left in the province. Completed in 1886 for the New Westminster Gas 
Company, the Gas Works demonstrated the extent of the community's belief in its own 
growth and prosperity. At the time, a spur line of the CPR had been extended to New 
Westminster, causing an explosion in population and a boom in speculative development. 
These works supplied the city's first gas streetlights. The construction of a technologically 
advanced coal gasification plant - the first civic gas works constructed in the province - 
required the importation of American expertise. This building housed the Gas Work's retort 
house, exhauster room, purifying room and station metre room, and its long, rectangular 
shape reflects the original linear arrangement of the gasification process. It was purchased 
by the B.C. Electric Railway Company in 1926, who continued to use it for power 
generation until the 1930s. Despite its abandonment, it remains in substantially original 
condition.

Built four years prior to the gas works in Victoria and Nelson, the Gas Works is also 
significant as a rare surviving example of late Victorian-era industrial architecture. 
Indicative of its utilitarian purpose, this brick building displays a vernacular industrial 
design, with modest Victorian Italianate detailing. 

Furthermore, the Gas Works is valuable as a reflection of the early development patterns 
of New Westminster. It was necessary to locate the plant near the railway in order to 
facilitate the delivery of coal. At the time of construction, this site was isolated on the 
outskirts of downtown, adjacent to where the CPR terminated, and helped to establish the 
location of the City's original industrial area.

Character-Defining 

elements

Key elements that define the heritage character of the New Westminster Gas Works 
include its:
- location on Twelfth Street, in close proximity to the CPR railway 
- industrial form, scale and massing as expressed by its one-storey height and linear, 
rectangular plan
- front gabled roof
- masonry construction with red-brick structural walls and cladding
- Victorian Italianate detailing such as corbelling in the raked cornice of the northwest 
gable with round louvred vents within each gable; frieze under the eaves; raised end wall 
parapets; and projecting window hoods
- regular fenestration with segmental arched window openings, and four original double-
hung 2-over-2 wooden-sash windows
- interior room configuration in linear compartments, reflecting the original industrial 
function
- interior features include brick demising walls, mortise-and-tenon heavy timber trusses, 
wooden roof rafters and shiplap roof boards

Functional Type Contributing Resources

 DESCRIPTION

 LOCATION

Address #

231-61

Street

Twelfth Street

Community

New Westminster

Postal Cadastral

PID 002 361 710

Other Name Type

Gas Works Building
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 FORMAL RECOGNITION

 IMAGES

Associated datesArchitect or builder

 LINKS

Themes Category of Property

Public (provincial)

 COMMENTS and INFORMATION (not used by registrar)

Statute Enactment Date

Community Heritage Register Resolution July 14, 200

Type Era

Petroleum and Coal Products Facility Historic

Type#

Building1

FromType To

1886Construction 1886

AssociationName

BuilderB.C. Construction Company

Type URLDescription

Local government web site www.newwestcity.caCity Web Site

Name Type Description Caption

NW 231-261 12th Contemporary Ph Exterior Oblique View New Westminster Gas Works 
Building

Name Category

Extraction and Production Developing Economies
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