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BACKGROUND

1.

A member of the public (the “Complainant”) filed a complaint (the “Complaint”) against
Councillors Fontaine and Minhas (the “Respondents”) under the City of New
Westminster's (the “City”) Bylaw No. 8408, 2023: The Code of Conduct for Council
Members (the “Code of Conduct”).

The Complaint is that the Respondents “crossed an ethical line between supporting the
community, and using the Queens Park Residents Association (QPRA) as a partisan place
to magnify for their personal political benefit a hyper-local concern about, of all things,
grassy versus re-wilded boulevards in our wealthiest neighbourhood”. In particular, the
Complainant alleges that the Respondents engaged in a non-pecuniary conflict of interest.

ISSUES FOR DECISION

3. The issues to be decided in this Complaint are:

(a) Did the Respondents act contrary to the conflict of interest provisions of the Code
of Conduct?

FACTS

4, The Complainant identifies various emails and letters from the Queens Park Residents
Association that advocates for the Respondents and support for motions brought by the
Respondents. She has noted a March 17, 2025 email to members of the Queens Park
Residents Association and a March 12, 2025 email from residents to Mayor and Council.

5. The Complainant asserts that the Respondents have a private interest or personal benefit
that could influence their duties. She states that they are “on the side of the QRPA, and
not the public interest”.

ANALYSIS

Did the Respondents engage in a prohibited conflict of interest?

6. The communications at issue here were not authored by the Respondents. They were
authored by private citizens and/or a neighbourhood group. There is no conduct in the
complaint that is attributable to the Respondents; the Complainant has not alleged that
the Respondent wrote the correspondents, only that they will benefit from it.

7. The Code of Conduct does not regulate the conduct of private citizens. Private citizens
can advocate for certain political candidates or elected officials, and they can encourage
others to do the same.

8. There is no evidence here that the Respondents engaged in any conduct prohibited by
the Code of Conduct.

CONCLUSION

9. The Complaint is dismissed in its entirety.
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