
 

 

 

Arts Commission 
 

Thursday, March 7, 2013 – 4:30 pm 
Committee Room No. 2 

 
MINUTES 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Bill Harper - Chair, City Council  
Tony Antonias - Special Advisor (Non-Voting) 
Ted Drabyk - Community Member 
John Davies - Community Member, Royal City Musical Theatre 
Gabor Gasztonyi - Community Member 
Liyang Ning - Community Member 
Sandra Pace - New Westminster School District  
Lynn Radbourne - Community Member 
Jessica Schneider - Professional Arts & Culture Section  
Cynthia Smith - Community Member  
Andrée St. Martin - Vice Chair, New Westminster Arts Council  
Meg Stainsby - Douglas College  
 
MEMBER REGRETS: 
Renée Bucciarelli - Community Based Arts Sector – non profit  
Kyle Davidson - Community Member 
Nancy Ebert - Community Based Arts Sector – non profit  
 
STAFF: 
Greg Magirescu - Manager, Arts and Cultural Development 
Mark Allison - Senior Planner 
Stephanie Lam - Committee Clerk, Legislative Services 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:30 pm. 
 
1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

 
The following was added to the agenda: 
• Member Reports. 
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2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 
2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of January 10, 2013   

 
Stephanie Lam, Committee Clerk, reported that spelling and formatting edits 
were brought forward by a member of the Commission. Ms. Lam advised that all 
edits were reviewed, and it was confirmed that the proposed amendments did not 
alter any content of the record. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the formatting and spelling corrections be accepted; 
 
AND THAT the minutes be adopted, as corrected. 

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
3.0 PRESENTATIONS 

 
3.1 Committee Orientation and Oaths of Office 

 
Ms. Lam reported that several amendments and updates have been made to the 
City’s “Rules of Conduct for Advisory Bodies of Council”, and encouraged the 
Commission to review the document. 
 

4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
Envision 2032 – Mark Allison, Development Services 
 
Mark Allison, Senior Planner, advised that at a recent Council meeting, members 
of Council requested excerpts from the City’s Strategic Plan, which highlighted 
the Arts, be included and considered as a “fourth leg” of the City’s initiatives in 
“Envision 2032”. 
 
Mr. Allison provided a PowerPoint presentation, and advised that amendments 
were made to the “Descriptions of Success”, which speaks to what the future 
vision of the City in terms of ensuring success and sustainability of the Arts. 
 
Mr. Allison advised that further information is available online at 
www.envision2032.ca.  
 
Councillor Harper, Chair, spoke to the importance of Arts sustainability, and its’ 
role in a sustainable community. It was noted that the Plan also addresses many 
issues, including those relative to the economy, industrial/commercial land base, 
and the shift of residential areas. It was noted that the City will be better 
managed with a thorough sustainability plan in place. 
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4.1 Cultural Mapping update  
 
Greg Magirescu, Manager of Arts and Cultural Development, spoke to a new 
grant, through the BC Communities fund, that could be utilized to fund Culture 
Mapping. When last discussed, it was suggested that a partnership be 
established with the Arts Council and Douglas college, and collectively submitted 
an application (through the Arts Council). The City anticipates a response by the 
end of the month. 
 
It was noted that the maximum grant received could be $25K, and the City and 
Douglas College has agreed, in principal, to contribute funds to the project. The 
total amount applied for is $50K ($40K cash, and $10 in kind). 
 
Mr. Magirescu advised that the Cultural Mapping project can be linked to Mr. 
Allison’s presentation regarding sustainability. This project will also add to the 
need to update the City’s Arts Strategy, which has not been updated since 2008. 
This will allow the City to address a strong Arts and Culture plan for New 
Westminster.  
 
Mr. Magirescu advised that the City of Maple Ridge has an online Cultural 
Mapping project available for view.  
 

4.2 Festival Planning sub-committee update  
 
Greg introduced the Festival Planning Network Sub-Committee report and 
provided a PowerPoint presentation which highlighted key benefits with respect 
to having a Festival Network.  
 
Concluding the presentation, discussion ensued and the following comments and 
questions were noted:  
 
• A Festival Network is a great idea for centralizing ideas; 
• Were sporting groups/events considered in the discussions, or does 

sporting fall outside of the mandate for a Festival Planning Network? 
• It could be valuable to include New Westminster Tourism  within the 

process, noting that the organization is currently engaging in a re-branding 
process; 

• There are many existing organizations that may not view themselves as 
event planners but engage in event planning processes for the Festivals 
and events they host; 

• It could be beneficial to invite local media representatives to contribute in 
the sub-committee, as it may be easier to involve media representatives if 
they are participating in the early planning stages of future events; 

• At this time, the City’s Communications department posts local events to 
the City Calendar, which is available online. 
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Mr. Magirescu noted that the purpose of the Sub-Committee was to provide a 
starting point in creating the Festivals Network; once the foundation has been 
set, the Sub-Committee could disband if it is no longer needed. 
With respect to City involvement, it was noted that the Sub-Committee will 
discuss and establish if City staff will be involved; if so, the City’s role will need to 
be established.  
 
Councillor Harper advised that the City will be conducting a full review with 
respect to the City’s Festival Financing process (ex: cash and in-kind donations). 
It was noted that the City is the second highest City to provide grant money per 
capita, adding that the only city ahead of New Westminster was the City of North 
Vancouver.  
 
Commissioners questioned the availability and access of utilizing the City’s 
Police reserves for local events. Staff advised they will report back at a future 
meeting with further information. 
 

4.3 Poet Laureate update 
 
Greg Magirescu, Manager of Arts and Cultural Development, spoke to the Poet 
Laureate Update and advised that Candice James, New Westminster Poet 
Laureate, will be giving a reading at an upcoming Regular Council meeting. The 
Commission suggested the attached Poet Laureate Update be forwarded to 
Council for information. 
 
Mr. Magirescu advised that the Mayor Fougere, City of Regina, issued a Poetry 
Challenge to municipalities across the country. In response, New Westminster 
Mayor Wright will be sending a response advising of Ms. Candice’s work and 
contributions and the City’s Poet Laureate.  
 
Mr. Magirescu also advised that Ms. James has been nominated for a Griffin 
Award, in which the winner will receive large monetary reward.  
 
Currently, Ms. James conducts throughout the Lower Mainland and continues to 
deliver her work with compassion and commitment. 
 
It was noted that the Arts Commission appointed Ms. James’ as the Poet 
Laureate, and her term will continue through to 2016. 
 
Members of the Commission questioned if Ms. James’ could be considered as an 
appointed member to the Arts Commission, noting that she has contributed a 
vast amount to the City’s Arts Community. It was noted that as Ms. James’ is 
appointed by the Commission as Poet Laureate and could not serve as she 
would be in a conflict of interest.  
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Members requested Ms. James be invited to the next Arts Commission meeting 
as a guest presenter. 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the Poet Laureate Update be forwarded to Council for information.  
 
AND THAT Candice James, New Westminster Poet Laureate, be invited to the 
next Arts Commission meeting. 

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 

5.1 Appointment of Arts Commission representative to the Public Art Advisory 
Committee 
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Ted Drabyk be re-appointed as the Arts Commission representative to the 
Public Art Advisory Committee with the term ending January 31, 2014. 

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 

6.1 Public Art Advisory Committee update 
 
Greg Magirescu, Manager of Arts and Cultural Development, provided an update 
with respect to the Public Art Advisory Committee (the Committee), and reported 
the following: 
 
• The Committee is working to establish a process for the Public Art 

Reserve fund. City Staff are drafting a bylaw to establish the process, 
noting that any procedure involving a reserve fund must be set by bylaw; 

• Barry Mowatt, Vancouver Biennale, provided a presentation regarding the 
upcoming Biennale event. If the City participated in the Biennale, it would 
place New Westminster internationally on the map for public art. The 
anticipated cost for the City to participate would be approximately $136K, 
and funds would be allocated from the Public Art Reserve fund. Mr. 
Mowatt will be providing a presentation regarding the Biennale to Council 
in the near future; 

 
Procedural Note: Cynthia Smith exited the meeting at 6:07 pm. 
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6.2. Member Reports 
 

Andrée St. Martin reported the following: 
• LitFest will be taking place between April 11-13, 2013. Please visit the 

website for more information; 
• This month’s “Last Monday at the Movies” will feature the film “Anna 

Karenina”. The event is held at the Massey Theatre, and commences at 
7:30 pm; 

• “My Picture” will be presented at the Toronto International Film Festival, 
and the Producer will be providing a Presentation and Question/Answer 
period at the Festival; 

• Donna Polos, Fabric Artist, will have her hand-stitched and painted works 
on display at the New Westminster Arts Council Gallery (Tuesday-Sunday 
from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm); 

• The Vagabond Players’ production of “Fawlty Towers” is sold out! 
 
Lynn Radbourne reported the following: 
• There are only two days left to purchase tickets for the Miss New 

Westminster Ambassador Pageant. The Pageant will be held at the 
Massey Theatre, with a reception to follow at the Plaskett Gallery. Please 
arrive at 6:45 pm, as the show commences at 7:00 pm. 

 
Tony Antonias provided a written submission and reported the following: 
• The Royal City Musical Theatre’s production of “Oklahoma!” will run from 

April 11-27, 2013 at the Massey Theatre;  
• As this is the 80th year of New Westminster’s Cartwright Jewelers, Susan 

Cartwright has generously offered to sponsor three performance nights of 
“Oklahoma!”; 

• Many businesses have provided contributions and sponsorships in 
support. 

 
Procedural Note: Jessica Schneider exited the meeting at 6:12 pm. 

 
John Davies reported the following: 
• Approximately 4000 tickets to Oklahoma! have been sold to date. 

Promotions have commenced, and there will be a “Family Round-Up 
BBQ” sponsored by Thrifty Foods and CKNW hosted on Sunday, April 14; 

• Valerie Easton and the RCMT will be hosting a Show Choir competition on 
Sunday, March 10, 2013 at 7:30 pm; 

• “Top Girls” will be running at the Douglas College Studio Theatre from 
March 8-16, 2013. 

 
Greg Magirescu reported the following: 
• Chor Leoni and Friends will be hosting a concert at the Chan Centre on 

March 23, 2013. Tickets are available through Ticketmaster, and Mr. 
Magirescu is a featured soloist in the piece “Going Home”. 
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Councillor Harper reported the following: 
• The Grand Opening of “CG Masters” will be held on Saturday, March 9, 

2013 from 10:00am to 4:00 pm. The campus is located at Plaza 88, and is 
an educational company that trains students in special effects for movies. 
There are no other known schools in the world that provide this type of 
program. Once students have completed the program, they have the skills 
to enter directly into the work force. With the growing number of films 
produced with special effects, New Westminster could be a centre hub for 
providing this type of expertise. Commissioners are encouraged to visit 
the open house. 
 

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

7.1 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter No. 393 – February 2013 
       
8.0 NEXT MEETING 

 
 Rescheduled: May 9, 2013 – 4:30 pm, Committee Room No. 2 

 
Due to scheduling conflicts, Councillor Harper, Chair, advised that the May 9, 
2013 meeting will need to be rescheduled. Staff advised they would contact 
members with respect to rescheduling the meeting. 

 
9.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 6:22 pm. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
      
Councillor Bill Harper  Stephanie Lam 
Chair   Committee Clerk 
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