
 

 

 

ARTS COMMISSION 
 

May 14, 2013 – 4:30 PM  
Committee Room No. 2 – City Hall 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Bill Harper - Chair, City Council  
Tony Antonias - Special Advisor (Non-Voting) 
Ted Drabyk - Community Member 
John Davies - Community Member, Royal City Musical Theatre 
Gabor Gasztonyi - Community Member 
Liyang Ning - Community Member 
Sandra Pace - New Westminster School District  
Lynn Radbourne - Community Member 
Jessica Schneider - Professional Arts & Culture Section  
Cynthia Smith - Community Member  
Andrée St. Martin - Vice Chair, New Westminster Arts Council  
Meg Stainsby - Douglas College  
 
MEMBER REGRETS: 
Renée Bucciarelli - Community Based Arts Sector – non profit  
Kyle Davidson - Community Member 
Nancy Ebert - Community Based Arts Sector – non profit  
 
STAFF: 
Greg Magirescu - Manager, Arts and Cultural Development 
Stephanie Lam - Committee Clerk, Legislative Services 

 
1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

 
The agenda was amended by: 
• Adding new item 4.3 – Canada Day; 
• Adding new item 6.2 – Member Reports.  
 

2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 

2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of March 7, 2013  
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the March 7, 2013 minutes be adopted. 

CARRIED. 
All members of the commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
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3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 

3.1 Poet Laureate – Candice James 
 
Candice James, New Westminster Poet Laureate, provided an overview of her 
work as the City’s Poet Laureate, highlighting the work and accomplishments 
achieved through her tenure.  
 
As the City’s Poet Laureate, Ms. James hopes to develop New Westminster as a 
global literary entity. To date, she has completed two Royal City Poet 
Anthologies, and is currently working on a third. Ms. James is also the founder of 
the Royal City Literary Arts Society, whose mission is to foster and develop 
emerging writers and to assist established writers in all genres. 
 
On June 6, 2013, Place Des Arts, located in Coquitlam, will be hosting the 
exhibition “Paintings Inspired by the Poetry of Candice James”, which will feature 
paintings by Artist Don Portelance set to the poetry of Ms. James. The poems 
featured are from Ms. James’ book “Bridges and Clouds”. 
 
Ms. James’ thanked the City, Mayor and Council, the Arts Council, the New 
Westminster Library, and the Arts Commission for their support. Ms. James also 
thanked Mr. Antonias, Special Advisor to the Arts Commission, for his support, 
noting that Mr. Antonias has been instrumental in raising Ms. James visibility and 
profile through media in the City. 
 

4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 

4.1 Cultural Mapping project update – Andrée St. Martin / Greg Magirescu 
 
Greg Magirescu, Manager of Arts and Cultural Development, and Andrée St. 
Martin, New Westminster Arts Council, (the Presenters) provided the following 
information regarding the City’s proposed Cultural Mapping Project: 
 
• A database has been established drawing from Douglas College, New 

Westminster Arts Council and City data; 
• Approximately 1000 contacts have been entered into the system to date; 
• A joint proposal was submitted between the City and the New 

Westminster Arts Council with respect to achieving a grant to fund part of 
the project; 

• A steering committee has been established to focus on the project, and 
the group is in the process of drafting their terms of reference; 

• The City hopes to obtain a Project Coordinator to focus on the cultural 
mapping tool; 

• Under the grant requirements, the Project must be complete prior to 
March 2014. 
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The Presenters advised that the City’s current Arts Strategy was developed in 
2008, and is set to be revised in the near future. It was noted that the 
development of the Cultural Plan will assist the City’s strategy, and provide a link 
and connection to the local arts community. 
 
With respect to the job posting for the proposed Project Coordinator, it was noted 
that the posting will be released by the New Westminster Arts Council. It was 
noted that the Project team anticipates having student interns assist with the data 
entry and verification. 
 
Discussion ensued, and the Commission questioned if guidelines have been 
established to ensure the security of private contact information. The Presenters 
advised that participation within the Cultural Map is voluntary, and that consent is 
requested by the interested parties through an online form and email. 
 

4.2 Festival/Event Planners Network update – Greg Magirescu 
 
Greg Magirescu, Manager of Arts and Cultural Development, advised that festival 
season is underway. It was noted that some of the City’s large festival events will 
be underway in the coming months, and that continuation of developing a 
Festival Planning Group for the Festival/Event Planners Network will likely take 
place when the summer concludes. 
 

4.3 Canada Day Update 
 
Tony Antonias, Special Advisor, provided the following details regarding the 
City’s upcoming Canada Day events: 
 
• This year it is an all day event; 
• Fireworks will be hosted on the riverfront in the evening; 
• First class entertainment has been booked, and include Charlotte 

Diamond, the Blue Meanies, and a 15 piece Steel Band; 
• Dare Foods has been contacted and has generously donated ten cases of 

maple leaf cream cookies and five cases of candies; 
• The new “Pick-a-Box” auction will feature a variety of generous items and 

donations ($2,085.00 worth). 
 
Details regarding the itinerary of events will be published in the June 26, 2013 
edition of the Royal City Record, and it was noted that Douglas College, a new 
sponsor for the year, will be featured on the back of the special pages. 
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5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 

5.1 “Survivor 101” regional workshops – Greg Magirescu 
 
Greg Magirescu, Manager of Arts and Cultural Development, provided the 
following update regarding the “Survivor 101” Regional Workshops: 
 
• The workshops have been spearheaded by the Metro Vancouver Regional 

Cultural Committee; 
• Mr. Magirescu, Chair of the Committee, will announce the next series at 

the upcoming Arts Summit at the Alliance for Arts and Culture; 
• There will be four workshops and each seminar will feature key 

presenters; 
• The September Workshop will be held in Surrey, and the topic of 

discussion will be funding; 
• The October Workshop will be held in North Vancouver, and the topic of 

discussion will be Audience Development; 
• The February Workshop will be held in Richmond, and the topic of 

discussion will be Marketing; 
• The March Workshop will be held in Vancouver, and the topic of 

discussion will be Board Development; 
• The Target Audience for the workshops are community arts organizations, 

and each workshop is limited to 50 individuals; 
• Metro Vancouver will be responsible for the registration, marketing, and 

for providing information on through the internet; 
• This year’s Arts Summit theme will focus on policy development. 
 
Members of the Commission spoke to the success of previous “101” workshops, 
noting that the contacts and networking from gathering like-organizations was a 
strength and benefit.  
 
Mr. Magirescu advised that the Regional Cultural Development Advisory 
Committee is comprised of Arts and Cultural Managers of Municipalities in Metro 
Vancouver. It was brought to light that the Anvil Centre will be opening in 2014, 
and that it could be considered as a future venue for a “101 Survivor” workshop. 
 

6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 

6.1. Update from May 2nd Public Art Advisory Committee meeting – Ted Drabyk 
 
In the absence of Ted Drabyk, Arts Commission representative on the Public Art 
Advisory Committee (PAAC), Greg Magirescu, Manager of Arts and Cultural 
Development, provided the following update from the May 2, 2013 PAAC 
meeting: 
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Public Art Policy 
• A visioning exercise was held at the last PAAC meeting with respect to 

developing guiding principles for public art; 
• Council has approved the City’s Art Policy, and staff are in the process of 

drafting the corresponding bylaw which will address the funding portion of 
the Policy; 

• The Committee is working to establish a workplan and list of priorities for 
the upcoming 3-5 years with respect to Public Art. The workplan will 
consider methods of implementation as well as recommendations for 
engaging developers; 

• Staff will summarize the outcomes of the visioning exercise and present 
the results to Council at a future meeting; 

 
Biennale 
• Representatives from the Vancouver Biennale provided a presentation to 

Council regarding their next event; 
• The Biennale is currently in their curatorial process, and the City is hoping 

to host three installments; 
• The exhibition will run from 2013-2015, with selected pieces and programs 

starting this year. It is anticipated that larger scale pieces will arrive in the 
Lower Mainland in 2014; 

• Council provided support, in principle, however requested further 
information regarding the impacts to the City; 

• The Biennale will be hosting a bike event titled the “Tour de Bike-ennale”, 
which will establish a cycling route with visits to art installments along the 
way. 

 
In response to questions from the Commission, Mr. Magirescu advised that 
partnership opportunities may be available with respect to funding installations. It 
was noted that the Biennale would be responsible for the maintenance of the 
installations. With respect to the featured exhibits, it was noted that typically the 
artists are located internationally, and that the Biennale often engages artists 
rising to recognition. 
  

6.2 Member reports 
 
Tony Antonias, Special Advisor, provided a written submission and announced 
the Maple Leaf Singers 45th Annual Spring Show scheduled for 8:00pm on 
Saturday May 25, 2013 and 2:00pm on Sunday, May 26, 2013 at the Massey 
Theatre. 
 
The Maple Leaf Singers is comprised of 60 performers, and the program will 
feature hits from musicals, 60’s and 70’s classic pop, folk songs, as well as 
classical with a twist. 
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Tickets are available through the Massey Theatre Ticket Centre at 604 521 5050 
or can be booked online at www.masseytheatre.com.   
 
Andrée St. Martin, New Westminster Arts Council, reported that this year’s 
Litfest was a huge success and thanked Douglas College for their support with 
the event. Ms. St. Martin provided the following information regarding upcoming 
New Wetsminster Arts Council sponsored events in the City:  
 
• Last Monday at the Movies is entering their 12th season, and the films are 

hosted at the Massey Theatre. The schedule of shows is available online; 
• DocFest will be coming in the Fall, and the team is working hard to 

increase the audience and marketing; 
• The Multicultural Festival will be held on May 18, 2013; 
• The Artisan’s Spring Market, as well as Children’s Workshops, will be held 

in Queen’s Park on May 19 and 20, 2013. 
 
Sandra Pace, School District, announced that “Arts Starts” will commence on 
Sunday, May 26, 2013 at the River Market. 
 
Meg Stainsby, Douglas College, reported the following: 
 
• Community Music Schools and Camps will commence in the summer 

months; 
• Douglas College will be participating in the New Westminster Cultural 

Crawl on August 10 and 11, 2013; 
• Ms. Stainsby advised that due to recent Federal Government changes to 

ESL funding, that Douglas College has been working hard to meet the 
new deadlines for funding applications. 

 
Gabor Gasztonyi, Community Member, reported the following: 
• The 12th Street Music Festival will be held between 11:00am and 5:00pm 

on Sunday, July 28, 2013; 
• “Gabor Gasztonyi Gallery” will be featuring the artist works of Shelly 

Rothenburger between August 9, 2013 and October 15, 2013. 
 

Nancy Ebert, Vagabond Players, announced the following: 
• Vagabond Players closed a short run of Michel Tremblay’s “For the 

Pleasure of Seeing her again”, which was entered into the Vancouver 
Zone of The Theatre BC Drama Festival; 

• Vagabond Players’ next production is Frederick Knott’s exciting thriller 
“Wait until Dark”, and will run between May 23, 2013 to June 15, 2013 – 
Thursday-Saturday at 8:00pm, and Sunday at 2:00pm. 

 
Liyang Ning, Community Member, attended a local tour with the New 
Westminster Chinese Society where many photos were taken, including one of 
an antique Rolls Royce. 
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7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

7.1 No correspondence.        
 

8.0 NEXT MEETING 
 

Members of the Commission advised that there are local events hosted on the same 
night as the next proposed Arts Commission meeting. Staff advised they would 
investigate alternate dates and contact the Commission via email. 
 
9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 6:15 pm. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
      
Councillor Bill Harper  Stephanie Lam 
Chair   Committee Clerk 
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