
 

 

 
ARTS COMMISSION 

April 9, 2015 – 4:30 pm 
Committee Room #2, City Hall 

 
MINUTES 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Mary Trentadue  - Chair, City Council  
Tony Antonias   - Special Advisor (Non-Voting) 
John Davies - Community Member, Royal City Musical Theatre  
Nancy Ebert    - Community Based Arts Sector – non profit 
Stephen O’Shea   - Arts Council 
Lynn Radbourne   - Community Member 
Meg Stainsby   - Douglas College 
Trudy Van Dop   - Community Member 
 
MEMBERS REGRETS: 
Christopher Dawson-Murphy - Community Member 
Jacqueline Dionne   - Community Member 
Gabor Gasztonyi   - Community Member 
Michael Kleider   - Community Member 
Jessica Schneider   - Professional Arts & Culture Section 
 
STAFF: 
Rob McCullough   - Manager, Cultural Services 
Biliana Velkova   - Arts Coordinator 
Alison Worsfold   - Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:35 p.m. 

 
1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

 
The following items were added to the agenda: 
 
5.2 Meeting Start Times 
 
5.3 Future Meeting Member Reports and Discussions 
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2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 

2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of February 12, 2015  
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the minutes of the February 12, 2015 Arts Commission meeting be 
adopted. 

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
There were no items. 
 
4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
4.1 Arts Programming Review 
 
 Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, advised that the City aims to address the 
 goals established in the Arts Strategy through arts awareness promotion, as well 
 as by providing events, activities, and programming as follows: 

 
• The Community Art Space at the Anvil Centre recently featured an exhibit 

presented by Artists of the Boro, entitled 'Let Me Count the Ways,' which 
ran from January 20 to March 20, 2015; 

• The opening reception for the 'Expression of Spring' exhibition was held 
on March 26, 2015 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., and features pieces by 
local senior artists; 

• Approximately 200 individuals attended the Anvil Centre's quarterly Vibe 
event, entitled 'Love Hangover,' which was held on February 19, 2015; 

• The next Vibe event, entitled 'Vibe: 1/2 Cut,' will be held on April 23, 2015, 
and will celebrate New Westminster's barbershops, salons and hairstyles 
of the past; 

• The New Media Gallery concluded the 'Biometric' exhibition on February 
1, 2015, which linked portraiture and the science and practice of 
biometrics and its technologies; 

• The current exhibition at the New Media Gallery is Amour Fou, which will 
run until April 12, 2015; 

• The City's Arts Programmer, Corbin Murdoch, is launching a K-12 
program in partnership with the New Media Gallery; 

• Cultural Services recently launched a program, 'Artventurers,' which 
provides local artists the opportunity to visit various galleries located 
throughout the lower mainland; 
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• The City is currently redesigning the cultural section of the City's website 
to better reflect the growth and development of the department; 

• The City's cultural map link has been relocated to a more visible location 
on the City's website; and, 

• The Public Art Advisory Committee is currently going through the jury 
process of the 'Gateway to Downtown New Westminster' public art project.  
The selected artist will have their public art piece installed on the median 
of the Eastern portion of Columbia Street in the downtown area. 
 

Discussion ensued, and the Commission suggested that the residents of 
Thornebridge Gardens Retirement Community be invited to complete a tour of 
the Anvil Centre.   
 
The City was commended for their efforts in establishing a successful and vibrant 
public arts program, suggesting that it has visibly improved over the past ten 
years. 

 
4.2 Arts Strategy Review 
 
 Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services, advised that there are areas 
 of the Arts Strategy that have yet to be addressed, and suggested that the 
 Commission revisit the strategy to identify key goals and focus points for phase II 
 of implementation of the plan. 
 
 Mr. McCullough requested that Commission members review the Arts Strategy 
 after it is circulated via e-mail so that it can be thoroughly discussed at the June 
 11, 2015 Arts Commission meeting. 

 
Commission members suggested that the Arts Strategy Review be allotted ample 
discussion time at the June 11, 2015 Arts Commission meeting. 
 
In response to questions from the Commission, Mr. McCullough advised that he 
would speak with City staff with respect to an update on the Massey Performing 
Arts Task Force.  

 
5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
  
5.1 Canada Day Subcommittee report 
 
 Councillor Mary Trentadue, Chair, advised that there have been two Canada 
 Day Subcommittee meetings to date, whereby logistical details of the event, such 
 as advertisement sponsorship, have been discussed.  Councillor Trentadue 
 noted that the City is currently accepting submissions for event entertainment. 
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 Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, noted that the City applied for a request to 
 host a Canada Day Citizenship ceremony at Centennial Lodge; however, the 
 submission was received late and may not be considered until 2016. 
 
5.2 Meeting Start Times 
 
 Upon deliberation, the Commission established that 4:30 p.m. would remain the 
 start time for all future Arts Commission meetings of the current term. 
 
5.3 Future Meeting Member Reports and Discussions 
 
 Discussion ensued, and the Commission established that the continuation of 
 member reports and future meeting discussions would be decided upon following 
 the Arts Strategy review at the June 11, 2015 Arts Commission meeting. 
 

The Commission recognized the importance of involving all local artists and art 
groups with the undertakings of the Arts Commission, as not all sectors are 
represented on the Commission. 
 
The Commission noted that, in the past, there was a city-wide events calendar 
established to abolish any potential competition between local events, as well as 
a resource sharing hub for local festival organizers.  It was suggested that the 
Commission investigate implementing this service again. 

 
6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 
6.1 Member Reports 

 
Tony Antonias, Special Advisor, reported that Royal City Musical Theatre 
production will present its first showing of 'My Fair Lady' following the Arts 
Commission meeting at 7:30 p.m. tonight. 
 
John Davies, Royal City Musical Theatre, reported that the dress rehearsal for 
'My Fair Lady' was held on April 8, 2015.  The cast of the production include 
Warren Kimmel as Henry Higgins, Tracy Neff as Eliza Doolittle, John Payne as 
Alfred Doolittle, and Thomas Lamont as Freddy Eynsford-Hill.  Mr. Davies 
advised that there have been approximately 8,200 tickets sold for the production 
to date. 

 
Nancy Ebert, Vagabond Players, reported that Vagabond Players is currently 
presenting 'The O'Connor Girls,' running Thursday to Saturday at 8:00 p.m. and 
Sundays at 2:00 p.m. until April 18, 2015.  The final production of the season will 
be 'Lend Me A Tenor.'  Ms. Ebert also noted that upcoming productions include 
'Other Desert Cities,' 'Inspecting Carol,' 'Over the River and Through the Woods,' 
'Tea and Symphony,' and 'Calendar Girls.' 
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Stephen O’Shea, Arts Council, reported that he started his new position as the 
Arts Council director in March 2015, replacing long time director Andrée St. 
Martin.  Mr. O'Shea advised that there will be an appreciation reception held for 
Ms. St. Martin in June 2015. 
 
Mr. O'Shea noted the following additional information: 
 

• The Last Monday at the Movies will feature 'Imitation Game' on April 27, 
2015 and 'Mr. Turner' on May 25, 2015.  Both movies will start at 7:30 
p.m. at the Massey Theatre; 

• Lit Fest will run from April 24 to 25, 2015; 
• Ximeng Guo's exhibit, 'Tree,' is the current gallery show, which will run 

until April 26, 2015.  Don Smith's exhibit, 'Pencil, Paint and Passion,' will 
run from April 28 to May 23, 2015, and Jeff Wilson will provide an exhibit 
from May 26 to June 21, 2015; 

• The Arts Council will be joining the Artisan Fair at the River Market every 
first and third Saturday of each month from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; and, 

• The Arts Council has partnered with New West Pride Society, and is 
accepting submissions from LGBTQ artists for a group exhibition at the 
Arts Council Gallery from July 21 to August 16, 2015. The application 
deadline is April 30, 2015. 
 

Lynn Radbourne, Community Member, reported that the Chamber of 
Commerce will be hosting the Platinum Awards on November 6, 2015.  
Nominations for the awards will be advertised throughout local newspapers in the 
near future.  Ms. Radbourne also noted that the Youth Ambassadors will be 
travelling to Victoria on April 14, 2015, and that Judy Darcy, MLA, will be 
welcoming the ambassadors in the House of Commons. 
 
Meg Stainsby, Douglas College, reported that there will be a new exhibit at the 
Amelia Douglas Art Gallery starting on April 16, 2015, entitled 'Icons: Sacred and 
Profane,' presented by Elizabeth Carefoot and Deborah Putman.  The reception 
will be held from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., and an 'Artist Talk' will be held the 
following morning at 10:00 a.m.  Ms. Stainsby also advised that the British 
Columbia Drama Educators Festival will be held at Douglas College from April 30 
to May 2, 2015. 
 
Trudy Van Dop, Community Member, reported that the 2015 New Westminster 
Cultural Crawl will be held on August 9 and 10, 2015. 

 
7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
   
7.1 January 2015 - New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 416 
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8.0 NEXT MEETING 
 
8.1 June 11, 2015, 4:30pm, Committee Room No. 2 – City Hall.  
 
9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
      
Councillor Mary Trentadue Alison Worsfold 
Chair   Committee Clerk 
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