
Albert Crescent is one of British Columbia’s oldest parks. Located on a dramatic section of New Westminster, 

high on an escarpment overlooking the Fraser River and the busy roads leading to the Pattullo Bridge, it 

was originally designed as part of an ambitious civic planning scheme by Colonel Moody in 1859.

The district was planned as the location of colonial New Westminster’s elite residential area. It was distin-

guished by many small Victorian-style parks named after the children of Queen Victoria: Louisa Gardens, 

Alice Gardens, Arthur Terrace, and Alfred Terrace. At the centre of the district, Albert Crescent – an avenue 

named after Queen Victoria’s consort Prince Albert - was surrounded by a perfect circle park. 

Beginning in 1868, the lower slopes of the Crescent became the preferred annual site for crowds to gather 

on the Queen’s birthday to witness the royal salute, which took place on the “battery” located immedi-

ately opposite the park on the escarpment overlooking the river. In 1889, the old cannons were fi red for 

the last time. The Ancient and Honorable Hyack Anvil Company carried on the tradition, with blacksmith 

anvils standing in for cannons in a 21-gun salute that continues to this day as part of New Westminster’s 

Victoria Day celebrations.

In 1882, Albert Crescent became the venue for the city’s fi rst Royal Visit. Canada’s Governor General, the 

Marquis of Lorne, and Her Royal Highness the Princess Louise (the daughter of Queen Victoria and Prince 

Albert) were welcomed to the city on the steamer Alexander. The royal party was met by Mayor and Council 

and escorted by a Westminster Rifl es Guard of Honour along Columbia Street to Albert Crescent. 
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Established 1876 

Size   4.5 acres 

location Albert Crescent & Sarnia Avenue 

Ammenities  

 • Mature trees 

 • Passive grass area  

 • Park benches  

 • Spectacular views of the Frases River 

  and Patullo Bridge  

ALBERT CRESCENT
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“On arriving at the pavilion erected on the Crescent, the mayor read an address to His Excellency and His 

Excellency replied. After the addresses, a number of ladies and gentlemen were presented. The girls of St. 

Ann’s Convent presented the Princess with a number of bouquets, and afterwards sang two verses of the 

National Anthem. After inspect-

ing the Guard of Honour the party 

adjourned to the tent on the bank 

of the river where they witnessed 

Indian canoe and boat races.” 

In 1889 a bylaw for the park was 

passed, and initial clearing and 

grading began. The park was 

cleared of its trees, but with an 

order by City Council to spare all 

maple trees from the logging. In 

1891, a $2,000 park improvement 

bylaw was voted on by citizens 

and passed by Council, creating a 

beautifully-landscaped park. A lo-

cal reporter described the fi nished 

work: “Albert Crescent Park, front-

ing East Columbia Street has just 

been completed, and the prospect 

from the top of the beautifully terraced Crescent is the fi nest in the city. This park is furnished with an 

artistic little bandstand, from which the Artillery Band discourses sweet music once a week during the 

summer months.” 

The park was offi cially dedicated during the Provincial Exhibition parade on September 29, 1891. On the 

way to Queen’s Park, the pageant halted for a brief period at Albert Crescent, where provincial Premier 

John Robson, assisted by the Mayor of New Westminster, formally opened the new Prospect Park. (Despite 

the offi cial name, the park has 

always been known by local 

tradition as Albert Crescent.) In 

his remarks, the Premier remi-

nisced that he had assisted in 

cutting down the first trees 

on the site, now so “tastefully 

laid out and terraced in pretty 

drives and promenades.” 

The New Westminster Bridge, 

and its wagon ramp to Colum-

bia Street, was completed in 

1904 opposite the park. This 

presented visitors from the 

south with a grand view of 

Albert Crescent upon their ar-

rival in the Royal City. 
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In 1911, Landscape Architect G.K. MacLean advised the City on a new design scheme Albert Crescent: “After 

Queen’s Park, on account of its very prominent location, viewed, as it is by tourist and visitors when pass-

ing along the city’s main thoroughfare, Albert Crescent may be deemed the most important of the city’s 

public grounds. This beautiful slope commanding a magnifi cent view of the Fraser, and itself a conspicuous 

feature viewed from the river or from the south bank, lends itself most readily to successful and beautiful 

treatment in the Franco-Italian 

line. Three terraces, rising one 

above the other following the 

curved natural contour of the 

ground, with flights of stone 

steps, should form the main fea-

ture of this scheme. The middle 

terrace was the original home of 

the bust of Simon Fraser and, in 

fact, provision could be made for 

the addition of other statue from 

time to time. The third or top-

most terrace , should be backed 

on the upper slope by masses of 

ornamental shrubs, the convent 

surmounting the hill forming 

a highly suitable back ground, 

which is already provided. Ac-

cording to this scheme, shade 

trees would be planted along the 

terraces, beneath which would 

be placed seats built in harmony with the general design, the whole being designed in the formal. In ad-

dition to shade trees there should be formal beds on the terraces. This bedding can be made into a most 

charming feature of the Crescent.

City Council was impressed with MacLean’s vision, and included it in a $35,000 bylaw sent to voters in 

1911. Though this bylaw was defeated, a new $7,500 bylaw was subsequently approved for the improve-

ment of Albert Crescent.

On-going civic and community improvements to the park continued over the years, with the intention of 

retaining it as a good fi rst impression for visitors from the Fraser Valley and United States entering the city 

from the south. The Native Sons of B.C. erected a granite plinth in the central terrace of Albert Crescent in 

1908 to mark the centenary of Simon Fraser’s navigation of the river. In 1911, a bronze bust of Simon Fraser 

was unveiled by Lieutenant Governor Thomas Patterson. In the 1920s, they were joined by old Crimean 

war guns from Queen’s Park to stand guard at the Crescent. 

When the fi rst City Parks Commission was created in 1927, the improvement of the Albert Crescent gardens 

through the addition of rockeries was among their fi rst works

It was the construction of the new Pattullo Bridge in 1937, and its concurrent absorption of Albert Crescent 

Park’s lower slopes for the bridge approach, that brought about the beginning of the end for this landmark 

green space.  
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Patullo Bridge designer Colonel Swan approached the Park’s Board about the use of the lands for highway 

purposes. The City Solicitor discovered that although the park had been listed on the 1888 transfer docu-

ments of lands granted by the Province to the city, the title for the lands was not transferred. The Province 

used this loophole to appropriate the property for a transportation project it believed would be a catalyst 

for jobs and economic growth during the Great Depression. 

The new bridge terminated at the park’s eastern side and required the demolition and removal of an en-

tire block of homes between the Crescent and Leopold Place. This included the area where the cenotaph 

had been placed in 1922, and dedicated as Canada Place in 1927 to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee 

of Confederation.  

John Booth, then head gardener for the Provincial mental hospitals, was called upon to design a new 

scheme to landscape the entire area. He relocated the cenotaph to the bridge head and created a series of 

new rockeries on the lower slopes of Albert Crescent. The rockeries required importing over 300 tons of 

boulders to the site, sourced by rock scouts who scoured the Lower Mainland.  The largest of these rocks, 

which weighing between four and fi ve tons, were found in Burnaby near Central Park and transported 

to the site by trucks.

In 1945, the ownership of the remainder of the Albert Crescent park lands was fi nally resolved by vesting 

its title with the city. The settlement of the park’s ownership provoked some members of Council to fl oat 

the idea of selling the site for a hotel site for $1.00. The opposition of the Parks Board, which had jurisdic-

tion over the land, thankfully put a quick end to the debate. 

That same year, the venerable bandstand, which had provided such a focal point within the park and 

vantage point over the river, was condemned and demolished. The 1968 demolition of St. Ann’s Academy 

was a further loss for the city and the heritage value of the site. Only the Academy’s former gateposts were 

left to face the park in front of the high-rises that replaced it. 

The Simon Fraser monument and the Crimean guns made a move down the hill to Columbia Street in 

1957 where they sat neglected for years, until they were relocated to the Waterfront Esplanade in 1988. 

The guns were later restored and moved to City Hall. 

The most recent intrusion upon Albert Crescent’s original design came with the construction of SkyTrain: 

a portion of the park site was used for a tunnel under Columbia Street, necessitating the creation of mono-

lithic concrete vents. 

By the end of the 20th century, the location of road and rail bridges - hailed at the time of construction 

as a sign of progress - ultimately threatened the park’s future and heralded the area’s demise as a prime 

residential district. 

However, while Albert Crescent survives in modern times much changed from its historic design, it remains 

an urban park with breathtaking views, imbued with some surprising connections to the city’s history.
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Prince Albert, Royal Consort

Born: 26 August 1819

Died: 14 December 1861

Albert was the son of Ernst, Duke of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha in Ger-

many, and the beloved husband and trusted advisor of Britain’s Queen 

Victoria. Albert and Victoria were fi rst cousins, but married on 10 Feb-

ruary 1840, two years after Victoria became queen at age 18. Despite 

public suspicion of his German heritage, Albert became a key fi gure 

in Victoria’s early reign, and some considered him the ‘power behind 

the throne.’ 

Albert was known for his eager interest in science and learning. From 

1847 - 1861 he was chancellor of Cambridge University. He also orga-

nized the Great Exhibition of 1851, held in the famed Crystal Palace, 

which showcased advances in science and industry. His death at age 

42 devastated Victoria, who spent several years in mourning.  Albert’s 

name is given to the Royal Albert Hall in London, as well as the Victoria 

and Albert Museum.

Behind the Name…Albert Crescent:
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