
 

 

 
ARTS COMMISSION 
November 14, 2013 – 4:30 pm 

Committee Room No. 2, City Hall 
 

MINUTES 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Bill Harper  - Chair, City Council (arrived at 4:50 p.m.) 
Tony Antonias   - Special Advisor (Non-Voting) 
Ted Drabyk    - Community Member 
John Davies - Community Member, Royal City Musical Theatre 

(exited at 5:15 p.m.) 
Gabor Gasztonyi   - Community Member 
Liyang Ning    - Community Member 
Sandra Pace - New Westminster School District (exited at 5:30 

p.m.) 
Lynn Radbourne   - Community Member 
Jessica Schneider - Professional Arts & Culture Section (exited at 5:15 

p.m.) 
Cynthia Smith   - Community Member 
Andrée St. Martin - Vice Chair, New Westminster Arts Council (interim 

chair) 
Meg Stainsby   - Douglas College 
 
MEMBERS REGRETS: 
Nancy Ebert    - Community Based Arts Sector – non profit 
Renée Bucciarelli   - Community Based Arts Sector – non profit 
Kyle Davidson   - Community Member 
 
STAFF: 
Greg Magirescu   - Manager, Arts and Cultural Development 
Alison Worsfold   - Committee Clerk, Legislative Services 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:39 P.M. 
 
Procedural Note:  Andrée St. Martin assumed the Chair. 

 
1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the agenda be amended by adding the following: 
 

• Item 7.2: October 2013 – New Westminster Historical Society ‘Fall, The 
Fair, Thanksgiving & Halloween,’ No. 51; 
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• Item 7.3: October 2013 – New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, 
No. 401; and, 

• Item 7.4: November 2013 – New Westminster Historical Society 
Newsletter, No. 402; and, 

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 
2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of September 12, 2013 
 
 MOVED and SECONDED 
 THAT the minutes of the Arts Commission meeting held September 12, 2013 be 
 amended by:  
 

• Amending Item 5.3 to read “Centre” instead of “Center;” 
• Amending Item 6.2 from “John Davies, Royal City Musical Theatre, 

announced that Royal City Theatre is honoring their 26th year of operation 
by putting on ‘Annie’ the musical” to “John Davis, Royal City Musical 
Theatre, announced that Royal City Musical Theatre is honoring their 25th 
year of operation by putting on ‘Annie’ the musical,” 

• Amending Item 6.2 to read “A Macbeth” instead of “Macbeth.” 
 

AND THAT the minutes be adopted as amended. 
CARRIED. 

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
There were no items. 
 

4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
Procedural Note: Items 4.2 and 4.3 were considered before Item 4.1. 

 
4.2 Massey Theatre update – Jessica Schneider & Greg Magirescu 
 
 Greg Magirescu, Manager, Arts and Cultural Development, provided the 

following update regarding the Massey Theatre: 
 

• The City was asked in late summer to make a decision by October on its 
financial commitment towards building a regional community theatre, 
rather than a standard high school theatre; 
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• The City and Ministry of Education have both agreed to fund $10.7 million 
dollars towards the project.  With the addition of the funds from the school 
district, the project maintains a budget of over $20 million dollars;  

• Proscenium Architecture was hired to provide an analysis of the theatre 
space cost and programming exercise; 

• It was concluded that the architects could build a 1000 seat theatre while 
staying on budget; 

• The theatre will reuse some of the existing theatres equipment;  
• The project was generated by the Ministry of Education; 
• Request for qualifications and Request For Proposals (RFP) for a design 

team will be advertised in the near future; 
• The next step is for the City to draft an agreement that will ensure 

safeguards are maintained throughout the RFP process; 
• Timelines for the project are tight; 
• The construction of the theatre will utilize a ‘design build’ concept; 
• There were will be an approval process, with at least three final design 

bids to choose from; and, 
• The goal is for the theatre to have an iconic and memorable look. 

 
Procedural Note: Councillor Harper arrived at 4:50 p.m. and assumed Chair. 
 
Jessica Schneider, Massey Theatre, advised that an Architectural consultant 
recently advised that the Massey Theatre will move significantly closer to the 
civic theatre level once the upgrades are completed.  
 
Ms. Schneider noted that the theatre will also have a very large rehearsal 
space, and although it will keep certain ties with the high school, the new 
theatre will no longer be seeing the high volume of students and will aim to 
branch off in order to gain a reputation of higher standard.  Ms. Schneider 
suggested that having the City involved in everyday theatre operations will be 
very helpful to the development of the theatre, and that the Society is hoping 
to carry heritage elements through from the old theatre to the new theatre.  
 
In response to questions from the Commission, Ms. Schneider noted the 
following: 
 
• It is difficult to operate a gallery in a theatre, so it would be ideal to use the 

whole lobby as an exhibition space;  
• The contractors will be transferring the inscribed stones from the old 

theatre into the new theatre; 
• There will be an opportunity for community members to purchase new 

stones that will be placed at the theatre; 
• Receptions will be held in the upstairs lobby; and, 
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• The Massey Theatre Society is looking to organize a community open to 
gather stories, and the communities’ input towards the proposed design of 
the new theatre. 
 

4.3 Anvil Centre Theatre update – Jessica Schneider & Greg Magirescu 
 
 Greg Magirescu, Manager, Arts and Cultural Development, provided the 

following update regarding the Anvil Centre Theatre: 
 

• City staff and the Massey Theatre Society have been meeting on a weekly 
basis to draft principals in regards to working collaboratively, which will 
ultimately lead to an operating agreement for the Anvil Centre Theatre; 

• Both parties are taking into consideration the needs of the Massey 
Theatre Society, Anvil Centre and the City of New Westminster as a 
whole; 

• The agreement will outline exactly what the Massey Theatre Society is 
granted in regards to specific usage of the Centre, with a report being 
forwarded to Council in the near future;  

• The School District is reporting that the Massey Theatre will be closing in 
June 2015; 

• The process is more complex in a sense that we are looking at a theatre 
that has many functions rather than a standalone theatre. 
 

Procedural Note: John Davies and Jessica Schneider exited at 5:15 p.m. 
 
4.1 Cultural Mapping Project – reminder to complete survey  
 
 Greg Magirescu, Manager of Arts and Cultural Development, reminded everyone 

that completed Cultural Mapping Project surveys are due as soon as possible in 
order to have them processed by the end of December, 2013.  Mr. Magirescu 
noted that only 40 surveys have been returned out of approximately 300 that 
were distributed.  Mr. Magirescu advised that the project is currently in the design 
element phase, and that certain artists have expressed concerns over having 
their home addresses indicated on the map.  In this case, the artists have the 
ability to identify their location with the various City properties located throughout 
New Westminster. 

 
4.4 Anvil Centre Studios update – Greg Magirescu 
 
 Greg Magirescu, Manager of Arts and Cultural Development, provided the 

following update regarding the Anvil Centre Studios: 
 

• Twelve New Westminster artists met on November 5, 2013 to tour the 
Anvil Centre; 
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• The artists expressed excitement over the development, especially in 
regards to the ample studio spaces being developed; 

• It was concluded that the Anvil Centre will provide great opportunities for 
artists of varying abilities to collaborate ideas throughout the different 
venues; 

• Art studios will be located throughout the Anvil Centre; 
• The goal of the studios is to create an environment that boosts creativity; 
• The City will be seeking public input in the next few months in regards to 

the development of the studios; 
• The Arts Commission will be given the opportunity to attend a tour of the 

Centre in the New Year; 
• All of the rooms are multipurpose and can be used for a wide range of 

artistic abilities; and, 
• The Centre is located in an ideal location, as there are 180 spaces for 

parking in the tower and the SkyTrain station is across the road. 
 

Procedural Note: Sandra Pace exited at 5:30 p.m. 
 
5.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 
There were no items. 
 

6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 

6.1. Public Art Advisory Committee – Ted Drabyk 
 
 Ted Drabyk, Arts Commission representative on the Public Art Advisory 
 Committee (PAAC) noted the following: 
 

• The PAAC has had two meetings since the last Arts Commission meeting.  
The meetings were held on October 3 2013 and November 7, 2013, 

• Some members of the PAAC attended a get together to meet the artists 
involved with Biennale; 

• José Resende, Brazilian Biennale artist, presented the details of Biennale 
to the group; 

• It was initially discussed that the Biennale piece featured in New 
Westminster would be train cars located in Queen’s Park; 

• Due to the fact that the space in Queen’s Park is so large, Resendé 
concluded that he would like to do something a bit different and utilize 
train tracks to form art instead; 

• The new proposal symbolizes New Westminster being a historical hub of 
transportation; 
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• At the PAAC meeting of October 3, 2013 the Commission discussed the 
Alley Art Concept, whereby Brow of the Hill area residents have been 
given Council’s approval to create a sculpture at the dead end of the alley 
with funds from a “small neighbourhoods grant;” 

• The Commission approved the $90,000 budget for Biennale at the 
October 3, 2013 meeting; 

• The Commission was updated on the ‘Wait for Me Daddy’ project and 
were informed that the location of the future statue needs to be changed 
due to the infrastructure under Hyack Square; and, 

• At the November 7, 2013 meeting the Commission discussed Public Arts 
projects for 2014. 

 
Greg Magirescu, Manager of Arts and Cultural Development, briefed on the 
details of the ‘Wait for Me Daddy’ initiative, and advised that the artists plan on 
installing the art piece in four days. Mr. Magirescu noted that he will meet with 
Carlos Basanta, the artist/creator of “Ab Ov” (“the egg” in Hyack Square), to 
discuss the relocation of the piece.  Leesa Strimbicki, Project Manager, will also 
be getting the engineering specs for the artwork as well as the site drawings for 
the infrastructure underneath Hyack Square.  The unveiling of the sculpture is 
still set for October 4, 2014. 

 
6.2 Member reports 
 

Tony Antonias, Special Advisor, on behalf of John Davies and the Royal City 
Musical Theatre, reported that the Royal City Musical Theatre gala occurred in 
late September 2013.  Mr. Antonias observed the event included great food and 
awesome entertainment, and that Mr. New Westminster and Mrs. New 
Westminster both made guest appearances.  Mr. Antonias advised that the Royal 
City Musical Theatre has not yet filled the role of “Annie” for the upcoming 
musical; however, the role of Daddy Warbucks has been awarded to actor Steve 
Maddock who was also featured in the Sound of Music, Guys and Dolls, and 
Carousel.   Tickets for “Annie” are now on sale at the Massey Theatre Box Office. 
 
Mr. Antonias reported that the City of New Westminster’s poet laureate, Candice 
James, was recently invited by His Excellency the Right Honourable David 
Johnson, Governor General of Canada and Mrs. Sharon Johnson, to attend the 
presentation of the Governor General’s Literary Awards at Rideau Hall in Ottawa 
on November 28, 2013.  Miss James unfortunately had to decline the invitation 
due to extenuating circumstances. 
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Andree St Martin, Vice Chair, New Westminster Arts Council, reported that 
the Council recently held an Annual General Meeting, and that the next ‘Monday 
Movie’ will be “Unfinished Song,” scheduled for November 25, 2013.  Ms. St 
Martin advised that there will be a book launch on November 16, 2013 featuring 
the World War II based novel ‘A Night-In-Gale Song’ written by David Brunette, 
and that two weeks ago the Council held a successful harp workshop with Lori 
Pappajohn. 

 
 Procedural Note:  Gabor Gasztonyi exited at 5:55 p.m. 
 

Meg Stainsby, Douglas College, reported that “A Macbeth” is continuing to play 
for one more week. 

 
Liyang Ning, Community Member, reported that she had visited Europe in 
October 2013 and compared its romantic qualities to the city of New 
Westminster.  Ms. Ning suggested that the city of New Westminster is vibrantly 
different from its neighbouring communities, and that the City should continue to 
display its unique character through its historical roots.    
 

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
   
 MOVED and SECONDED 
 THAT the following correspondence be received for information: 
7.1 E-mail of October 24, 2013 from Stephanie Lam, Committee Clerk, Re: 
 Council Resolution (October 21, 2013) 
 
7.2 October 2013 – New Westminster Historical Society ‘Fall, The Fair, 

Thanksgiving & Halloween,’ No. 51 
 
7.3 October 2013 – New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 401 
 
7.4 November 2013 – New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 402 

CARRIED. 
 All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
8.0 NEXT MEETING 

 
 January 16, 2014, 4:30pm, Committee Room No. 2 – City Hall.  
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9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 

ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
      
Councillor Bill Harper  Alison Worsfold 
Chair   Committee Clerk 

 
 
 
 

Doc#486450 Arts Commission Minutes Page 8 
November 14, 2013 

   


