
 

 

 
ARTS COMMISSION 
January 16, 2014 – 4:30 pm 

Committee Room No. 2, City Hall 
 

MINUTES 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Bill Harper  - Chair, City Council  
Andrée St. Martin - Vice Chair, New Westminster Arts Council  
Tony Antonias   - Special Advisor (Non-Voting) 
Ted Drabyk    - Community Member 
John Davies - Community Member, Royal City Musical Theatre  
Gabor Gasztonyi   - Community Member (arrived at 5:00 p.m.) 
Liyang Ning    - Community Member 
Sandra Pace - New Westminster School District  
Lynn Radbourne   - Community Member 
Jessica Schneider - Professional Arts & Culture Section  
Cynthia Smith   - Community Member (arrived at 4:45 p.m.) 
Meg Stainsby   - Douglas College 
Nancy Ebert    - Community Based Arts Sector – non-profit 
Renée Bucciarelli - Community Based Arts Sector – non-profit (arrived 

at 5:10 p.m.) 
 
MEMBERS REGRETS: 
Kyle Davidson   - Community Member 
 
STAFF: 
Rob McCullough   - Manager, Cultural Services 
Alison Worsfold   - Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:35 p.m. 
 
1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

 
There were no additions. 
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2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 

2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of November 14, 2013 
 
 MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the minutes of the Arts Commission meeting held November 14, 2013 be 
amended by: 
 

• Amending Item 4.3 to read “The School District is reporting that the 
Massey Theatre will be closing in June 2015”  

• Amending Item 6.2 to read “New Westminster’s poet laureate, Candice 
James, was recently invited by His Excellency”  

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
  

3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
There were no presentations.  
 

4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
4.1 Cultural Mapping Update and Survey Extension to January 20, 2014 
 

Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services, provided the following update 
regarding the Cultural Mapping project: 

 
• The online cultural map survey has been extended to January 20, 2014; 
• The goal of the survey is to fill the database with cultural assets located 

throughout New Westminster; 
• Cultural assets include heritage buildings, individuals and businesses; 
• A maintenance program will be introduced in order to continue the 

assignment of assets to the map after the survey deadline; 
• There are currently 143 registered assets;  
• The launch of the cultural mapping website is set for April 1, 2014; and, 
• The project will be advertised again on the front of the City Page website 

and in the local newspapers. 
 

Procedural Note: Cynthia Smith arrived to the meeting at 4:45 p.m. 
 

Discussion ensued and the following comments were noted: 
 

• The next phase of the project includes a mail out, which will be completed 
by the New Westminster Arts Council; 

• Churches are only included on the map if they hold other external 
functions; and, 
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• As safety concerns were expressed regarding privacy as it relates to the 
location on the map, Mr. McCullough advised that the option of artists 
citing a civic address as their location is available on the survey and will 
be displayed as such on the proposed website.  

 
Procedural Note: Gabor Gasztonyi arrived to the meeting at 5:00 p.m. 
 

5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
5.1 Introductions - Rob McCullough, Manager, Cultural Services 
 

Councillor Harper, Chair, welcomed Rub McCullough, the new Manager of 
Cultural Services to the Commission.  Mr. McCullough provided a brief 
background of his services, and noted that he is excited to work with the 
Commission in the future. 

 
6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 

 
6.1. Public Art Advisory Committee  
 

Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services, provided the following update on 
the current Public Arts Advisory Committee (PAAC) initiatives: 
 

• The Committee would like to establish a Google map to identify potential 
public art installation locations throughout the city; 

• Members plan on providing small presentations regarding local art 
installations throughout the year; 

• The Committee has requested a presentation from the Surrey Public Arts 
Coordinator regarding the public art process in Surrey; 

• The 2013 Lunch-box auction during the Canada Day celebrations raised 
$15,000 towards a public art piece for Queens Park; and, 

• There are excess Legacy Funds available from the 2010 Torch Run, 
which will be put towards a public art piece in Queens Park. 

 
Discussion ensued and the Commission observed that Queens Park is dark at 
night and recommended that it should be better lit, specifically around the public 
art pieces and the Bernie Legge Theatre. 

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT options be explored for art installations incorporating lighting and signage 
in Queens Park and other areas of the city that relate to cultural assets. 

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.  

 
 Procedural Note:  Renée Bucciarelli arrived to the meeting at 5:10 p.m. 
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6.2 Canada Day Grant Application – Rob McCullough 
 

Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services, advised that the Canada Day 
Grant Application was submitted and that the first Canada Day Committee 
meeting for this year is scheduled for January 17, 2014. 

 
6.3 Member reports 
    

Tony Antonias, Special Advisor, reported the following: 
 

• A non-fictional book entitled “A Century in A Small Town – One Family’s 
Stories” by local author Evelyn Sangster Benson was recently launched; 

• The book, which costs $20, features a collection of stories of the people of 
New Westminster from the past; and, 

• Members of the Arts Commission are invited to meet and greet Evelyn 
Sangster Benson at the book-signing on February 1, 2014 at noon at 
Block Bond Books in the Royal City Centre Mall. 

 
John Davies, Royal City Musical Theatre, reported the following:  

 
• The Royal City Musical Theatre is in its 25th year of operation; 
• The Theatre will be producing “Annie,” with the first rehearsal scheduled 

for January 25, 2014; and, 
• “Annie” will be making a guest appearance on the 2014 Variety Show of 

Hearts Telethon.  Five dollars of each ticket sold for the production during 
the telethon will be donated to the Variety Club. 

 
Andree St. Martin, Vice Chair, New Westminster Arts Council, reported that 
the current ‘Monday Movie’ feature is “Before Midnight,” with the last showing on 
January 27, 2014.  The February ‘Monday Movie’ feature will be “The Reluctant 
Fundamentalist.”  Ms. St. Martin advised that the third annual LitFest, which is a 
free literary festival held at Douglas College, will take place from April 23 – 25, 
2014. 

 
Gabor Gasztonyi, Community Member, reported the following: 

 
• The ‘New West 7’ is a new group of professional artists, organized by 

Trudy Van Dop, who live and work in New Westminster; 
• The group includes Angela Au Hemphill, Teressa Bernard, Jim Walsh, 

Leslie Poole, Judith Copland, Gabor Gasztonyi, and Cecil Lam; and, 
• The group will participate in the annual Heritage Home Tour and plans on 

organizing two exhibitions in 2014. 
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Jessica Schneider, Professional Arts & Culture Section, reported that the 
Massey Theatre is in its 65th year of operation, and that a 2014 program is 
currently being developed.  Ms. Schneider noted that the Theatre plans on 
participating in the annual Heritage Home Tour and that Staff have started 
preparing for the transition towards the closing of the facility in 2015. 

 
Meg Stainsby, Douglas College, reported that the winter 2014 productions at 
Douglas College include “The Importance of Being Earnest” and “A Dream Play.”   

 
Nancy Ebert, Community Based Arts Sector, reported that the upcoming 
production for the Vagabond Players is the comedy “Alone Together,” which will 
run from January 30 – February 22, 2014.  The production “Fawlty Towers” will 
run from May 29 – June 21, 2014.  Tickets can be purchased at any time. 

     
Sandra Pace, New Westminster School District, reported that the School 
District looks forward to working with the new Massey Theatre in the future, and 
that the dates for the new schools to open are on schedule. 
 
Renée Bucciarelli, Community Based Arts Sector, reported the following: 

 
• City Stage New West achieved their kick-starter goal by raising enough 

money to purchase a professional cast recording CD of ‘Stump City 
Stories;’ 

• A graphic design for the cover of the CD has been chosen; 
• The CD will be distributed to local civic and educational organizations; 
• City Stage New West will be presenting “Freud’s Last Session’ from 

January 29 – February 9, 2014 at Galbraith House; and, 
• Tickets for the show can be purchased at: 

http://www.citystagenewwest.org/  
 
7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
  
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the following correspondence be received for information: 
7.1 December 2013 – New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 403 
 
7.2 December 2013 – New Westminster Historical Society, Special Issue #52  

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
8.0 NEXT MEETING 

 
 TBD 
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9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
Councillor Harper, Chair, advised that the annual Civic Dinner, which is held in honour 
of committee appointees, will not be held in spring this year.  Council has decided to 
delay the dinner until the Anvil Centre opens in the fall of 2014.  Councillor Harper noted 
that the ‘Wait for Me Daddy’ unveiling with take place on October 4, 2014 and 
encouraged everyone to attend. 
 

ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
      
Councillor Bill Harper  Alison Worsfold 
Chair   Committee Clerk 
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