
 

 

 
ARTS COMMISSION 

May 15, 2014 – 4:30 pm 
Council Chamber, City Hall 

 
MINUTES 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Bill Harper  - Chair, City Council  
Andrée St. Martin - Vice Chair, New Westminster Arts Council 
Tony Antonias   - Special Advisor (Non-Voting) 
John Davies - Community Member, Royal City Musical Theatre  
Gabor Gasztonyi   - Community Member 
Lynn Radbourne   - Community Member 
Nancy Ebert    - Community Based Arts Sector – non profit 
Jacqueline Dionne   - Community Member 
Jessica Schneider   - Professional Arts & Culture Section 
Sandra Pace - New Westminster School District  
Trudy Van Dop   - Community Member 
 
MEMBERS REGRETS: 
Meg Stainsby   - Douglas College 
Christopher Dawson-Murphy - Community Member 
Michael Kleider   - Community Member 
 
STAFF: 
Rob McCullough   - Manager, Cultural Services 
Biliana Velkova   - Arts Coordinator 
Alison Worsfold   - Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. 

 
1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
There were no additions. 

 
Procedural Note: Item 5.1 was considered prior to item 2.1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Doc#554556 Arts Commission Minutes Page 1 
May 15, 2014 

 



5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
5.1 Introduction Arts Coordinator  
 

Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services, introduced the new Arts 
Coordinator, Biliana Velkova, to the Commission.  Ms. Velkova reviewed her 
background and discussed her role with the City, and noted that she is looking 
forward to working with the group in the future.  
 

2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of March 20, 2014  

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the minutes of the Arts Commission meeting held March 20, 2014 be 
adopted.  

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
 There were no presentations. 
 
4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
4.1 Park Lighting  
 

Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services, spoke to the Commission’s 
January 16, 2014 recommendation to Council with respect to providing additional 
lighting at Queen’s Park, specifically around the public art pieces and the Bernie 
Legge Theatre, and advised that Council referred the recommendation back to 
staff for investigation.  Mr. McCullough noted that the money raised from the 
Lunch Box auction, approximately $15,000, will be allocated towards a public art 
piece and possible lighting in Queen’s Park.  Mr. McCullough noted that through 
the City’s process to improve way finding in Queen’s Park, potential electrical 
issues have been discovered which could eliminate the possibility of lighting the 
public art pieces. 
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4.2 Vancouver Biennale 
 

Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services, advised that Council passed 
the Public Art Advisory Committee’s recommendation regarding the Vancouver 
Biennale at the May 5, 2014 Regular meeting.  Mr. McCullough reported that the 
three pieces will be installed in stages as follows: 

 
• Public Furniture/Urban Trees on the Waterfront Esplanade will be installed 

in June 2014; 
• The José Resendé piece on the Timber Wharf will be installed in Fall 

2014; and, 
• Blue Trees on Columbia Street will be installed in Spring 2015. 

 
Mr. McCullough noted that, as the José Resendé installation is considered a 
legacy piece, the City will be required to utilize funds from the public art annual 
reserve to maintain the piece after it is installed.  It was advised that the Biennale 
program will provide educational and press release opportunities as part of the 
agreement with the City.  Mr. McCullough noted that a Vancouver Tour De 
Biennale has been planned, which will join cycling enthusiasts on a public art 
ride.  
 
Discussion ensued, and the Commission suggested that the first Biennale 
installation should advertise the October 4, 2014 ‘Wait for Me Daddy’ event.  It 
was noted that the Biennale could unite New Westminster with other cities 
involved with the program, which would be beneficial to the city as the Necklace 
Project was in 2010.  

 
5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
5.2 Community Art Display Area, Anvil Centre 
 

Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services, advised that there will be a 
community art display area in the Anvil Centre, and noted the following 
information: 

 
• The display area will be located in the open spaces throughout the centre, 

and will provide space for local artists to showcase and sell their work; 
• There will be space dedicated to the ‘Wait for Me Daddy’ initiative; 
• Members from arts groups will jury art pieces to be exhibited at the centre; 

and, 
• The new media gallery at the centre will demonstrate work completed by 

international artists. 
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6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 

6.1 Cultural Map update 
 

Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services, provided an oral update 
regarding the Cultural Mapping program, noting that all assets have been 
uploaded into the GIS system, and that the cultural mapping website will be in 
operation by the end of June 2014.  Mr. McCullough advised that the cultural 
map includes a range of artistic assets, such as public art installations, art 
professionals, stories and events.  Once live, the website can be accessed at 
www.newwestculturalmap.ca. 

 
6.2 Public Art Advisory Committee  
 

Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services, reported that Claude Ledoux, 
Parks Horticulture Manager, has advised that there is a diseased oak tree in 
Queen’s Park that requires immediate removal.  Mr. McCullough noted that the 
tree may have been planted in 1919 by a Royal family member, and suggested 
that the $15,000 raised from the Canada Day Lunch Box program could be 
contributed towards commissioning an artist to create public art from the remains 
of the oak tree.   

 
In response to questions by the Commission, Mr. McCullough advised that the 
Ab Ovo public art piece, currently situated in Hyack Square, will be relocated to 
Ravine Park to allow for the placement of the ‘Wait for Me Daddy’ sculpture.  The 
Commission suggested that QR codes be incorporated, in addition to the 
interpretation, on a plaque near the Ab Ovo when it is relocated. 

 
6.3 Canada Day Committee 
 

Andrée St. Martin, Chair of the Canada Day Committee, provided the 
following details with respect to New Westminster’s July 1, 2014 Canada Day 
celebration: 

 
• The celebration will begin at 11:30 a.m. in Queen’s Park with activities 

being held throughout the day, and will end with fireworks at 10:30 p.m. at 
the Quay; 

• There will be performances by The Blue Meanies, the New Westminster 
Secondary School Jazz Band, the British Columbia Girls’ Choir, and more; 
and, 

• The event will feature workshops and activities for individuals of all ages. 
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6.4 Member Reports 
 
Andrée St. Martin, New Westminster Arts Council, reported the following:  

 
• The Arts Council is currently exhibiting “Nature’s Enchantment” by artist 

Robert Jess Marshall, and is open from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. until May 
31, 2014; 

• The next exhibition will feature art by the Fraser Valley Potters’ Guild 
Association, beginning on June 8, 2014; 

• The current “Monday Movie” is Philomena and will run on May 26, 2014 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Massey Theatre;  

• The next “Monday Movie” will be Tim’s Vermeer and will run on June 30, 
2014 at 7:30 p.m. at the Massey Theatre; and, 

• The Arts Council has collaborated with the City to organize an event that 
will be held on May 21, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at Centennial Lodge to review 
the workings and logistics of the Anvil Centre with respect to the arts 
community.  

 
Tony Antonias, Special Advisor, advised that he attended several successful 
events; Royal City Musical Theatre’s production of Annie, the Art Council’s 
LitFest, and Massey Theatre’s Mother’s Day concert, which featured cellist Tate 
Zwadiuk.  Mr. Antonias noted that Mr. Zwadiuk has performed with the Calgary 
Philharmonic Orchestra, the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, and is currently 
the principal cellist for the Vancouver Symphony Youth Orchestra. 

 
John Davies, Royal City Musical Theatre (RCMT), reported that RCMT’s 25th 
anniversary production of Annie was successful and drew an attendance of over 
10,000 people.  Mr. Davies announced that My Fair Lady will be RCMT’s 2015 
production.    

 
Gabor Gasztonyi, Community Member, advised that he wrote a story that was 
published in the May 2014 edition of Piffle featuring Canadian comedians Bob 
Robertson and Linda Cullen.  Mr. Gasztonyi noted that he will be publishing a 
book, Native Rodeo, in 2015, as well as a documentary movie regarding three 
couples dealing with addition issues.  It was reported that the “New West 7” 
group is exhibiting their art at the Van Dop Gallery. 

 
Nancy Ebert, Vegabond Players, reported that Vegabond Players’ final 
production of the year is Fawlty Towers, John Cleese and Connie Booth’s 
Hysterical Farce, which will run from May 29 to June 21, 2014 with a possible 
hold-over to June 28, 2014.  Ms. Ebert advised that the play, of which she 
maintains a role in, is 50% sold out. 
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Jessica Schneider, Massey Theatre, announced that it is Massey Theatre’s 
65th operating anniversary, and noted the following information: 
  

• The theatre will be providing tours, a performance, and a light show as 
part of the city’s Heritage Home Tour; 

• Architecture, design, cultural history and the impact of the theatre on New 
Westminster will be showcased during the tour; 

• A documentary, Season of Memories, will be produced, highlighting the 
communities’ memories of the theatre prior to its closing; and, 

• The New Westminster 150th anniversary panels are currently located at 
the theatre, and could be included as assets on the cultural map. 
 

Trudy Van Dop, Community Member, read a press release from the 
professional photographers of Canada announcing that Mr. Gasztonyi received 
the Master of Photographic Arts award at the Association’s annual awards 
banquet on April 28, 2014.  Ms. Van Dop also reported the following information: 
 

• The New West Cultural Crawl has 25 event participants to date and will be 
held on August 10 to 12, 2014; 

• The New West Arts Council will be exhibiting art completed by the late 
Jack Campbell; and, 

• The Uptown Live event will be held on August 10, 2014. 
 
7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
   
7.1 March 2014 – New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 406 
 
8.0 NEXT MEETING 
 

June 12 2014, Committee Room No. 2 – City Hall at 4:30 p.m. 
 
9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 

ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
 
      
Councillor Bill Harper  Alison Worsfold 
Chair   Committee Clerk 
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