
 

 

 
ARTS COMMISSION 

November 10, 2016 – 4:30 pm 
Committee Room #2 

City Hall 
 

MINUTES 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Mary Trentadue  - Chair, City Council  
Tony Antonias   - Community Member 
John Davies  - Community Based Arts Sector – non profit 
Gabor Gasztonyi  - Community Member  
Isabel Mendenhall   - Community Based Arts Sector- non profit 
Stephen O’Shea    - New Westminster Arts Council Representative  
Jeremy Perry    - Community Member 
Lynn Radbourne    - Community Member 
Jessica Schneider    - Professional Arts & Culture Sector Representative 
Kathleen Somerville    - Community Member 
Trudy Van Dop    - Community Member  
 
MEMBER REGRETS: 
Eryne Donahue    - Education Sector Representative 
 
GUESTS: 
Judy Hamilton   - Cofounder, CEO TerraTap Technologies Inc. 
 
STAFF: 
Rob McCullough - Manager, Museums & Heritage Services 
Biliana Velkova   - Arts Coordinator 
JoAnn Tosh    - Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:33 p.m.  
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1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
 

The following items were added to the agenda: 
 

• Item 5.1 – Canada Day 
• Item 5.2 – Civic Dinner recommendation  

 
2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 
2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of September 15, 2016  

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the minutes of the September 15, 2016 Arts Commission meeting be 
amended so that the member report on page six read ‘Uptown Unplugged’; and, 

 
THAT the minutes be adopted as amended. 

CARRIED. 
 All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion 

 
3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
3.1 Introducing Neartuit – Judy Hamilton  
 

Judy Hamilton, Cofounder and CEO of TerraTap Technologies Inc., provided an 
On-Table PowerPoint presentation and live app demonstration of neartuit. 
 
In response to questions from the Committee, Ms. Hamilton provided the 
following information: 
 

• Indoor and outdoor iBeacons are available; 
• iBeacons can pick up a signal up to 50 meters away; 
• Outdoor iBeacons are waterproof and can be submerged in water up 

to 10 feet; 
• iBeacons work well for audio and visual tours; 
• iBeacon packages and pricing are customizable to accommodate 

various venue sizes and needs;  
• iBeacons are battery powered with a life expectancy of 3-5 years; 
• Month to month service subscriptions are available;  
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• The neartuit app must be downloaded in order to view the 
information; 

• There has been approximately 4000 downloads of the neartuit app in 
the lower mainland to date; 

• neartuit is working on a ‘tour’ feature that provides multilevel 
content, such as, content for adults vs. children or an expert tour vs. 
a novice tour; 

• neartuit is also working on a feature where you can talk to the art 
and receive additional information;  

• Marketing of the app would be the venue’s responsibility;  
• neartuit will provide marketing material to their customers; 
• The neartuit app will notify users if they are in close proximity of a 

neartuit enabled site; 
• The system is widget based; 
• The customer/venue would have complete control of iBeacons and 

content on their pages; 
• The neartuit app is free to download; 
• iBeacons are portable and content on the iBeacons can be changed; 
• There are currently no restrictions on the amount of data placed on 

one page; 
• Placement of the iBeacons at a venue should be considered for 

vandalism purposed;    
• Once the neartuit app is downloaded the app and iBeacons operate 

thought Bluetooth, not wifi; and, 
• The iBeacons are automatically detected on the map featured if 

moved. 
 

Additional questions or inquiries can be directed to Ms. Hamilton at 
jh@terratap.com. 

 
4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
4.1 Business Arising from Minutes  
 
 There were no items. 
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4.2 Poet Laureate Update   
   

Rob McCullough, Manager, Museum & Heritage Services, reported that Council 
approved the recommendation from the Arts Commission appointing Candice 
James as Poet Laureate Emerita.  
 
Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, reported that a jury has been selected to review 
to Poet Laureate submissions.  The jury will meet on November 16, 2016 to 
review the submissions and Ms. Velkova anticipates a decision could be made 
shortly. 

 
4.3 Candice James Poet Laureate Emerita Designation   
 
 This item was addressed as part of Item 4.2 
 
4.4 Arts Strategy Update 
 

Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, reported that the public engagement portion of 
the Arts Strategy is now complete. Ms. Velkova stated that the next steps are to 
analyze the data and begin drafting a report.  Ms. Velkova anticipates releasing a 
draft strategy to the public in the Spring of 2017 and a final report to Council in 
September 2017. 

  
 

5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
5.1 Canada Day 150 (On-Table) 
 

Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, reported that the Canada Day 150 sub-
committee is currently working on the programing and funding for the celebration. 
Ms. Velkova also stated that she is drafting a request to the Federal Government 
for the Celebrate Canada grant.   
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Council approves the recommendation by the Arts Commission to allocate 
$7000.00 for the Canada Day 150 Celebration. 

CARRIED 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion 
 

Doc #950020      Arts Commission Minutes Page 4 
November 10, 2016  

 
 

 



Mary Trentadue, Chair, noted that Tourism New West, the New West Artisans, 
Heritage Services, the Multicultural Festival, the New West Farmers Market, and 
The Chamber of Commerce have been invited to contribute to City’s Canada Day 
celebration.  

 
5.2 Civic Dinner Follow-Up (On-Table) 
 

John Davies, Community Based Arts Sector – non – profit, suggested that each 
Committee, and its members, be listed separately in the appreciation video shown 
at the Civic Dinner.  Mr. Davies also suggested that the names could scroll 
continuously on the screen throughout the evening. 

 
6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 
6.1 Member Reports 
 

Jeremy Perry, Community Member, reported that New West Pride has hired an 
employee who will be responsible for fundraising as well as trying to enhance the 
arts portion of their festivals.  Mr. Perry also noted that he anticipates Pride Week 
2017 will be scheduled from August 20 – 27.  
 
Trudy Van Dop, Community member, reported that the Van Dop Gallery 20th 
Anniversary Exhibition will be held on Saturday, November 26, 2016 and the New 
West Culture Crawl will be held on August 12 and 13, 2016. 
 
Jessica Schneider, Professional Arts and Culture Sector Representative, provided 
an On-Table member report. 
 
Tony Antonias, Community Member, reported that the New Westminster 
Symphony Orchestra is hosting their 17th Annual Nutcracker concert, with 
performers from the Richmond Academy of Dance, on Friday, December 2, 2016 
at the Massey Theatre.     
 
John Davies, Community Based Arts Sector – non – profit representative, 
provided an On-Table member report. 
 
Stephen O’Shea, New Westminster Arts Council Representative, provided an On-
Table member report. 
 
Kathleen Somerville, Community Member, provided an On-Table member report. 
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Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, reported the following information: 
 

• The Lit Fest New West call will close on November 15, 2016; 
• The Artists and Residents call will closed on November 16, 2016; 
• The City and Capture Photography Festival are working together on two 

calls for  temporary public art to be displayed on the buildings at  530 
Columbia Street and 610 Sixth Street; it is anticipated that the call will be 
published on November 15, 2017 and the installation should be complete 
by Spring 2017; and, 

• The next Community Art Space opening will be in partnership with the 
Union Gospel Mission. 

 
Isabel Mendenhall, Community Based Arts Sector, non-profit representative, 
provided an On-Table member report. 
 
Lynn Radbourne, Community Member, reported the following information: 
 

• Robert McCullough has been appointed to the Ancient and Honourable 
Hyack Anvil Battery; 

• The 2016 Platinum awards are being held on November 16, 2016 at 
Starlight Casino, tickets are $95 and $75 for seniors; and, 

• Gabor Gasztonyi has been nominated for the New Westminster Citizen of 
the Year Award. 

 
Gabor Gasztonyi, Community Member, reported that the New West Artists had 
their inaugural exhibit running from August 25th to September 24, 2016.    Mr. 
Gasztonyi also noted that one of his images will be entered into the 2017 World 
Photographic Cup.  

 
7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
The following items were circulated for information: 
  
8.0 NEXT MEETING 
 
To be determined 
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9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 6:07 p.m. 
 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
      
Councillor Mary Trentadue JoAnn Tosh 
Chair   Committee Clerk 
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