
 

 

 
ARTS COMMISSION 

September 15, 2016 – 4:30 pm 
Committee Room #2 

City Hall 
 

MINUTES 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Mary Trentadue  - Chair, City Council  
John Davies  - Community Based Arts Sector – non profit 
Eryne Donahue    - Education Sector Representative 
Stephen O’Shea    - New Westminster Arts Council Representative  
Jessica Schneider    - Professional Arts & Culture Sector Representative 
Kathleen Somerville    - Community Member 
Trudy Van Dop    - Community Member  
 
MEMBER REGRETS: 
Tony Antonias   - Community Member 
Gabor Gasztonyi    - Community Member 
Isabel Mendenhall   - Community Based Arts Sector- non profit 
Jeremy Perry    - Community Member 
Lynn Radbourne    - Community Member 
 
STAFF: 
Rob McCullough - Manager, Museums & Heritage Services (arrived at 

4:45 p.m.) 
Biliana Velkova   - Arts Coordinator 
Lynn Roxburgh   - Planner 
Debbie Johnstone   - Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:34 p.m.  

 
1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

 
The following item was removed from the agenda: 
 

• Item 3.1- Committee Rules of Conduct 
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The following item was added to the agenda: 
 

• Item 6.3- New West Film Week 
 

 
2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 
2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of June 15, 2016  

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the minutes of the June 15, 2016 Arts Commission meeting be adopted.  

CARRIED. 
 All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion 

 
3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
3.1 Committee Rules of Conduct 
 
 This item was deferred to the November meeting. 
 
3.2 Our City 2041  
 

 Lynn Roxburgh, Planner, provided a PowerPoint presentation and summarized 
the on-table handout regarding the Official Community Plan for New Westminster 
and how the arts could be incorporated into the strategy. 
 
Ms. Roxburgh directed the Commission to review the draft vision, cultural goals 
and policies and to provide feedback regarding which statements are adequate and 
which could benefit from further refinement. 
 
Discussion ensued, and the Commission provided the following suggestions: 
 

• The draft vision for the City could be broadened, utilizing language that 
suggests the City provides an environment for growth; 

• The idea of creating a sense of place could be incorporated into the draft 
vision; 

• With regard to the cultural goal and policies, it was suggested that stating 
that culture “enhance the city’s cultural facilities and creative community 
spaces” is too general.  The word enhance could be reconsidered and 
possibly replaced with ‘engage in’ or ‘enliven’;   
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• The cultural goals and policies could better elaborate on envisioning the 
impact of cultural facilities and a creative community; 

• The word heritage is often associated with built heritage; however, cultural 
heritage could be a more encompassing term.  It was further suggested that 
the definition of culture heritage be made clearer; and, 

• With regard to the public realm and urban design goal and policies, it was 
suggested that the connection and reflection of art in the city could be 
included.  Further, using the term ‘public art’ could be too specific.  
Instead, it was suggested that ‘art’ be used to expand its interpretation to 
something that isn’t necessarily a physical structure. 

 
4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
4.1 Business Arising from Minutes  
 

John Davies, Community Based Arts Sector – non-profit, requested information 
regarding the next steps for the Arts and Culture Grant program review. 

 
Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, and Councillor Mary Trentadue, Chair, 
provided the following information: 

 
• As a temporary solution, larger organizations that may not meet current 

guidelines for Arts and Culture Grants would be encouraged to apply for 
Partnership Grants from the City; 

• Money from the current grant envelope could be redistributed to 
accommodate these changes;  

• The City would work to advise larger organizations of Partnership Grants 
benefits when possible; and, 

• A motion would be provided to Council recommending that a committee be 
established to review the entire grant process for 2018.      

 
4.2 Poet Laureate Update  
   

Rob McCullough, Manager, Museum & Heritage Services, reported that the 
recommendations provided by the Commission were ratified by Council.  A Poet 
Laureate call has been issued, with an application deadline of October 15, 2016.  
Following this, Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, would be contacting members 
of the Jury to evaluate all applicants. 
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4.3 Arts Strategy Update 
 

Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, reported the following information: 
 

• A survey for the Arts Strategy was launched on September 8, 2016, and 
would be available to the public until November 5, 2016; and, 

• Focus groups would be established to provide a more in depth look at the 
Survey, and will be held throughout the community in the month of 
October. 

 
5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
Procedural Note: This item was discussed following item 4.2 
 
5.1 Candice James Poet Laureate Emerita Designation 
 

Rob McCullough, Manager, Museum & Heritage Services, reported the following 
information: 
 

• Council provided formal recognition to Candice James for her service as 
Poet Laureate to the City over her six-year term at the July 4, 2016 Regular 
Council meeting; 

• Following the meeting, Ms. James had enquired why Council had not 
provided her with the title of Poet Laureate Emerita; and, 

• Previous Poet Laureates have been provided with the title of 
Emerita/Emeritus by Council; however, no formal process has been 
established for the delegation of this title. 

 
Mr. McCullough reported that Council requested that the Commission provide 
their input with regard to Ms. James request, and to develop a more formal process 
for the delegation of this title in the future. 

 
With regard to awarding Candice James the title of Poet Laureate Emerita, the 
Commission agreed that Ms. James was an outstanding Poet Laureate who 
contributed deeply to literary arts in New Westminster. 
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MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the Commission recommends that Council support awarding Candice 
James with the title of Poet Laureate Emerita for her exemplary service to the 
community. 

CARRIED. 
 All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion 

 
Discussion ensued regarding how awarding this title would be evaluated in the 
future.  The following suggestions were provided: 
 

• The Terms of Reference currently mentions the title of  Emerita/Emeritus; 
however, no criteria for the position has been included; 

• An expectation could be created that a continued contribution to the City is 
required in order to receive the title of  Emerita/Emeritus;  

• Working in an advisory capacity to the current Poet Laureate could also be 
considered with the designation;  

• Community engagement is a crucial aspect of the Poet Laureate position; 
therefore, it could be suggested that this form of engagement is continued 
after the end of their term; 

• Concerns were expressed regarding the expectation that the 
Emerita/Emeritus role would continue to work for the City when no 
honorarium would be paid for their services; 

• Previously, the Emerita/Emeritus role had only been a title with no attached 
requirements or duties; and, 

• The Terms of Reference could be amended going forward for the next Poet 
Laureate to clarify the Emerita/Emeritus role. 
 

Mr. McCullough suggested that additional research regarding the criteria for 
bestowing the title of  Poet Laureate Emerita/Emeritus could be explored.  A 
further update with regard to this item would be provided at the next meeting. 

 
6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 
6.1 Report from Terms of Reference Subcommittee  
 

Members of the Terms of Reference subcommittee reported that there is currently 
an overlap between the outreach for the Arts Strategy and the Terms of Reference 
subcommittee.  It was suggested that the Terms of Reference for the Arts 
Commission may be better clarified with the completion of the Arts Strategy. 
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Discussion ensued, and the Commission agreed that the subcommittee could be 
revisited following the conclusion of the Arts Strategy Task Force. 

 
Procedural note: This item was discussed following item 6.3 
 
6.2 Member Reports 
 

John Davies, Community Based Arts Sector – non-profit, reported the following 
information: 
 

• The Royal City Musical Theatre (RCMT) would be presenting the musical 
‘Anything Goes.’  Auditions are scheduled for the week of September 17, 
2016; 

• The RCMT would be teaming up with the Arts Council to host a sing along 
version of ‘The Sound of Music’ on October 16, 2016.  Tickets would be 
available at the Massey Theatre; 

• The New West Symphony would be participating in an upcoming concert 
in West Vancouver for piano soloists.  The top two soloists from this 
competition would then be showcased on November 6, 2016; 

• December 2,  2016 would be the annual Christmas concert for the New 
West Symphony; and, 

o Tony Antonias would be honoured on March 5, 2017, with the 
`symphony performing one of his favourite overtures.  

 
Stephen O’Shea, New Westminster Arts Council Representative, reported the 
following information: 
 

• The cultural crawl hosted over 4,300 visitors during its two day run; 
• The Arts Council had a busy summer season, and was able to obtain more 

sponsorship opportunities for upcoming events; and, 
• The Music by the River festival expanded to Uptown Unplugged in uptown 

New Westminster, and was showcased for seven weeks in Pier Park. 
 

Jessica Schneider, Professional Arts & Culture Sector Representative, reported the 
following information with regards to the Massey Theatre: 
 

• The Theatre would be collaborating on a project with the Mosaic Society 
and the New Westminster School District on a settlement program for child 
refugees from Syria and Iraq; and, 
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• The Theatre would be working with advisors and educators within the 
School District to enhance arts education and provide more opportunities to 
involve children in the arts. 

 
Rob McCullough, Manager, Museums & Heritage Services, reported the following 
information: 
 

• The New Westminster Museum and Archives would be hosting an 
exhibition entitled ‘Ornamenting the Ordinary’ from September 10, 2016- 
January 2, 2017.  The exhibition would showcase artifacts from Southeast 
Asia, together with a multicultural fashion show; and, 

• The New Media Gallery is currently showcasing ‘Witness’, which has 
received positive attention from the community. 

 
Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, reported the following information: 
 

• An artist and residents program would be launched at the Anvil Centre in 
January, 2017; 

• A call has been issued for a local artist to design the annual holiday card for 
the Parks and Recreation department; 

• Fall programs at the Anvil Centre run from September to December, 
offering a variety of accessible programs for the community; 

• The Anvil Centre would be working with New West Pride on an exhibition 
entitled ‘Uncover’ forthe Cultural Crawl ; and, 

• The Public Art Advisory Committee has completed a program entitled ‘Art 
in the Streets.’  The program issued a call for a local artist to design banners 
for Sixth Street, as well as a free workshop for children to design banners 
for the Sapperton area. 

 
 Councillor Mary Trentadue, Chair, reported the following information: 
 

• The community mural project in Moody Park received a good amount of 
community involvement and is now completed.  Funding for the mural was 
obtained through the Vancouver Foundation; 

• The Public Art Advisory Committee would be working on developing a 
policy in order to manage the maintenance of community murals in the 
future; and, 

• Council would be looking into event ideas for Canada’s 150 anniversary 
this summer.  Subcommittee meetings would be taking place to ensure 
adequate preparation for the event; however, it was suggested that the 
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Commission may also be asked to contribute to the planning of the 
celebration. 

 
Trudy Van Dop, Community Member, reported the following information: 
 

• The opening for the Cultural Crawl at the Anvil Centre received a great 
turnout, and the event was a success; 

• This year the Cultural Crawl was promoted through the Heritage Home tour 
in New Westminster; 

• Van Dop Gallery would be celebrating their 20th anniversary this year; and, 
• The Opus Paint Out Challenge took place in Queen’s Park, attracting 75 

artists throughout the lower mainland. 
 
6.3 New West FilmFest 
 

Kathleen Somerville, New West Film Society, reported that New West Film Week 
would be taking place October 17 to 24, 2016.  The festival would be showcasing 
Ms. Phyllis Grant, a film maker from New Brunswick.  Ms. Grant is from the 
Mi’qmaq community of Pabineau First Nation, New Brunswick.  Ms. Grant would 
be speaking about her film ‘Maq and the Spirit of the Woods’ and several other 
speakers would also be showcased at the event. 
 
Ms. Somerville also reported that the NewWest FilmFest is scheduled from 
October 20-22, 2016. 

 
7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
The following items were circulated for information: 
 
7.1 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter – June, 2016 
 
7.2 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter –July, 2016 
 
7.3 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter – August, 2016 
 
 
8.0 NEXT MEETING 
 
8.1 November 10, 2016 4:30 p.m., Committee Room No. 2 – City Hall.  
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9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 6:36 p.m. 
 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
      
Councillor Mary Trentadue Debbie Johnstone 
Chair   Committee Clerk 
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