
 

 
 

ARTS COMMISSION 
 

Thursday, December 7, 2017, 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall, Committee Room #2 

 
MINUTES 

 
VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Trentadue  - Chair, City Council Member 
Tony Antonias   - Community Member 
Howard Dai    - Youth Representative 
John Davies    - Community Based Arts Sector Representative 
Vesna Maljkovic   - Community Member 
Isabel Mendenhall   - Community Based Arts Sector Representative 
Stephen O’Shea   - New Westminster Arts Council Representative 
Kelly Proznick   - Community Member 
Jessica Schneider - Professional Arts and Culture Sector Representative 

(arrived at 4:47 p.m.) 
 
VOTING MEMBERS REGRETS: 
Chelsea Carlson   - Community Based Arts Sector Representative 
Manuela Constantino  - Douglas College Representative 
Eryne Donahue   - Education Sector Representative 
Natasha Hefford   - Community Member 
Trudy Van Dop   - Community Member 
Katey Wright    - Community Member 
 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Vali Marling -General Manager, Anvil Centre (exited at 4:55 p.m.) 
Biliana Velkova -Arts Coordinator 
Debbie Johnstone -Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:35 p.m. 
 
1.0 ADDITIONS / DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 

 
There were no additions. 
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2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 
2.1 MOVED AND SECONDED 

THAT the minutes of the October 12, 2017 meeting be adopted. 
CARRIED. 

All members of the Committee present voted in favour of the motion. 

3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
 There were no items. 

 
4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
4.1 Business Arising from the Minutes 

There were no items. 
 

4.2 Massey Theatre Update 

Councillor Mary Trentadue, Chair, reported that she would enquire as to the status 
of the final outcomes from the Massey Performing Arts Centre Task Force, and if 
that document could be made available to the Commission. 

The Commission requested that the Massey Theatre Update remain a standing 
item on the agenda. 

4.3 Anvil Theatre Update 

Councillor Mary Trentadue, Chair, and Vali Marling, General Manager, Anvil 
Centre, summarized the On-Table report regarding the Theatre Business Plan 2016 
for the Anvil Centre.   

 
Procedural Note:  Jessica Schneider entered the meeting at 4:47 p.m. 

In response to questions from the Commission, Ms. Marling provided the 
following information: 

•  The foyer of the Anvil Theatre is utilized by Cultural Services; 
•  Ballroom rentals include the foyer area; and, 
• New Westminster acts as a central meeting location for many Metro 

Vancouver conferences. 
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Discussion ensued, and the Commission provided the following comments: 

• Restaurants like Piva Modern Italian Restaurant should help animate the 
Anvil Centre and the surrounding areas; 

• Competitive rates for the facility would be required in order to allow for 
local performers and community groups to remain in the area; and, 

• Continued interest and excitement within the arts community indicates 
local groups are eager for a chance to work in the facility. 

The Commission requested that this item remain on the agenda for further 
discussion at the next meeting. 

4.4 Arts Strategy Update 

Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, reported that Patricia Huntsman 
Communications had been retained as a facilitator for the last phases of the Art 
Strategy.  

Procedural Note: Vali Marling exited the meeting at 4:55 p.m. 

5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
5.1 Canada Day Update  
 
  Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, provided the following update: 
 

• A Canada Day jury would be struck at the next Arts Commission meeting; 
• Cultural Services together with the Canada Day jury would assist in the 

programming for the event, while the logistics would be managed by the 
appropriate City departments; and, 

• Meetings for the Canada Day jury would take place in spring, 2018.  
 
6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION  
 
 The following reports were received for information: 
 

6.1 Arts Council of New Westminster Report 
 
6.2  Vagabond Players Report  
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7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 There were no items. 
 
8.0 NEXT MEETING 
 

TBD 
 

9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
 
________________________     _____________________ 
Councillor Mary Trentadue                            Debbie Johnstone 
Chair                                                                  Committee Clerk 
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