Corporation of the City of

é NEW WESTMINSTER

ARTS COMMISSION

Thursday, May 11, 2017, 4:30 p.m.
City Hall, Committee Room #2

MINUTES
VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillor Mary Trentadue - Chair, City Council Member
Tony Antonias - Community Member
Chelsea Carlson - Community Based Arts Sector Representative
Manuela Costantino - Douglas College Representative
Howard Dai - Youth Representative
John Davies - Community Based Arts Sector Representative
Natasha Hefford - Community Member
Vesna Maljkovic - Community Member
Isabel Mendenhall - Community Based Arts Sector Representative
Stephen O’Shea - New Westminster Arts Council Representative
Kelly Proznick - Community Member
Trudy Van Dop - Community Member
VOTING MEMBERS REGRETS:
Eryne Donahue - Education Sector Representative
Jessica Schneider - Professional Arts and Culture Sector Representative
Katey Wright - Community Member
GUESTS PRESENT:
Blair Fryer - Manager of Communications and Economic
Development
Allan Hill - Poet Laureate

STAFF PRESENT:
Biliana Velkova - Arts Coordinator
Jamie Brovold - Committee Clerk

The meeting was called to order at 4:32 p.m.
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1.0

ADDITIONS / DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA

1.1  The following item was added:
e Item 5.2 Alan Hill, Poet Laureate
MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the May 11, 2017 Arts Commission agenda be adopted, as amended.
CARRIED.
All members of the Commission present voted in favor of the motion.
20 ADOPTION OF MINUTES
2.1 MOVED AND SECONDED
THAT the March 9, 2017 Arts Commission meeting minutes be adopted, with the
following amendments.
e Page 5, Item 6.1 — Delete the name “Isabell Mendenhall,”” following “THAT the
Arts Commission members no longer host Member Reports at the Arts
Commission meetings.” and
e Page 5, Items 6.1 and 6.2 — Replace “Community Member” with “New
Westminster Arts Council Representative” following ““Stephen O’Shea”.
CARRIED.
All members of the Committee present voted in favour of the motion.
3.0 PRESENTATIONS
There were no items.
4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS
4.1  Marketing Communications Coordinator
Councillor Mary Trentadue, Chair, advised that further discussions were needed to
determine the depth of the role of “Marketing Communications Coordinator” in
order to refer this matter to Council.
Discussion ensued, and the Commission noted the following comments:
e A Marketing Communications Coordinator is needed to:
o Promote and market upcoming art events and exhibitions in the arts
community
0 Promote the inclusion and participation of the arts community within
the city
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o0 Publish monthly features that include a community calendar of arts
events taking place within the city

In response to questions from the Arts Commission, Blair Fryer, Manager of
Communications and Economic Development, provided the following information
and suggestions:
e The Community Charter outlines rules and regulations including those that
govern “No city shall aid or abet a for-profit venture at any time”
e There is an opportunity to explore a marketing and communications
strategy in a recommendation from the Arts Strategy that is currently being
developed

Councillor Mary Trentadue, Chair, advised a draft of the arts strategy will be
presented to the Arts Commission in September.

MOVED AND SECONDED

THAT the Motion previously passed at the Arts Commission meeting of March 9,

2017 requesting Council to approve a marketing and communications coordinator

for New Westminster’s Arts and Culture sector be moved to the Arts Strategy and

be brought back to the Arts Commission in the fall of 2017 for further discussion.
CARRIED.

All members of the Committee present voted in favor of the motion.

PROCEDURAL NOTE: item 6.1 was addressed after item 4.1

PROCEDURAL NOTE: Chelsea Carlson left at 5:44pm

4.2  BC Culture Days Update
Councillor Mary Trentadue, Chair, provided the Arts Commission with the
following presentation regarding the BC Culture Days update:
e 3 day event being held September 29, 30 and October 1, 2017
e Admission is free
e Event organizers are asking for volunteers
Stephen O’Shea, New Westminster Arts Council Representative, advised the Arts
Commission that he has been provided with the names of representatives for
Burnaby and Surrey and will be contacting these representatives to obtain their
knowledge and experience while involved with BC Culture Days.
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4.3

Anvil Centre Theatre Update

Councillor Mary Trentadue, Chair, advised the Arts Commission that she will
provide the Commission with an update on the Anvil Centre Theatre at a later
date.

5.0

NEW BUSINESS

5.1

5.2

2017 Arts & Culture Grants

Councillor Mary Trentadue, Chair, provided the following information regarding
the Arts and Culture Grants:
e The grant intake process will be done electronically moving forward, which
will:
o Streamline the processing of grants
o Ensure the process of submitting grant applications is simplified
0 Ensure that the criteria will remain the same

Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, advised the Commission that project grant
application funds contribute to the art and culture of the city.

Discussion ensued, and the Arts Commission noted the following comments:
e A review of the funding of capital projects needs to be completed
o Implement a process to ensure that both long standing and new
emerging groups are supported

Alan Hill — Poet Laureate
Alan Hill, the new Poet Laureate, introduced himself to the Arts Commission.

Mr. Hill discussed his Poet Laureate Legacy Project, a multicultural literacy
project, which will consist of literary workshops including:
o New immigrants
0 Refugees
O Less represented groups within the community
e The goals of the Poet Laureate Legacy Project is to:
0 Increased literacy involvement within the community
o Find new talent
o0 Provide mentorship opportunities
o0 Connect people to resources in the community

In response to questions from the Arts Commission, Mr. Hill provided the
following information:
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e The project will:
0 Help participants tell their story, relevant to their experiences
0 The workshops will be offered to adults, with possible expansion to
include children
e Project dates are to be determined

Mr. Hill asked the Arts Commission members to contact him should they have any
suggestions to provide to him.

6.0

REPORTS AND INFORMATION

6.1

Arts Strategy Update

Kelly Proznick, Community Member, summarized the report entitled, “Art
Strategy Framework”, which highlighted details of the Arts Strategy Update.

PROCEDURAL NOTE: item 4.2 was addressed after item 6.1

6.2

Canada Day Update

Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, provided the following information on the
Canada Day celebrations:
e The event will take place at two stages in Queens’ Park from 11:30am to
3:30pm and will include:
Music and dance performances
Roving entertainment
Community workshops
Unveiling of the Canada 150 mosaic

In addition, at the Centennial Lodge there will be a Citizenship ceremony starting at 9am.

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE

7.1  New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter April 2017
The Commission acknowledged the on-table newsletter of April 2017 of the New
Westminster Historical Society.

8.0 NEXT MEETING
October 12, 2017 at 4:30 p.m. at City Hall, Committee Room #2
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9.0 ADJOURNMENT

ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 6:13 p.m.

Certified Correct,

Councillor Mary Trentadue Jamie Brovold/April Darke
Chair Committee Clerks
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