
 

 
 

Notice is hereby given of the following meeting: 

ARTS COMMISSION 
 

June 6, 2019 - 5:30 p.m. 
Committee Room 2, City Hall  

AGENDA 
 
1.0  ADDITIONS / DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 
2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
  
2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of April 4, 2019 
2.2 Adoption of the Minutes of May 16, 2019 
 
3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
 No items   
 
4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 No items  
 
5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
5.1 Arts Strategy Delivery: New Westminster Public Library – Stephen O’Shea 
 
6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 
6.1 Report from Arts Commission Representative on Public Art Advisory  

Committee (Standing Item) – Peter Leblanc 
6.2 New West Artists Report (Standing Item)  – Julia Schoennagel 
6.3 Arts Council of New Westminster Report (attached) – Stephen O’Shea 
6.4 Arts Council of New Westminster Report from Vagabond Players (attached) 
 - Stephen O’Shea 
 
7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
7.1 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter – January 2019 
7.2 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter – February 2019 
7.3 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter – March 2019 
7.4 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter – April 2019 
7.5  New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter – May 2019 
  



7.6 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter (Special Issue) – May 2019 
 
8.0 NEXT MEETING 
 
Thursday, October 3, 2019 

 
9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
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ARTS COMMISSION 
 

April 4, 2019 - 5:30 p.m. 
Commission Room 2, City Hall  

MINUTES   
 

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Trentadue       - Chair, City Council Member 
Stephen O’Shea      - Alternate Chair 

       Arts Council of New Westminster Representative 
Troy Hunter          - Community Member 
Peter Leblanc      - Community Based Arts Sector 
                                                               Non-Profit Representative 
Julian Legere      - Professional Arts & Culture Sector Representative 
Vesna Maljkovic (left at 7:18 p.m.)      - Education Sector Representative 
Kelly Proznick        - Community Member 
Julia Schoennagel        - Community Member 
Iulia Sincraian        - Community Member 
David Vivian  (arrived at 6:06 p.m.)      - Community Member 
 
VOTING MEMBER REGRETS: 
Erin Jeffery        - Community Based Arts Sector 

       Non-Profit Representative  
 

GUESTS:  
Oksana Dexter (left at 7:36 p.m.)     - Cultural Planning & Research Consultant 
Alan Hill        - Poet Laureate 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Lisa Spitale - Chief Administrative Officer 
Jacqueline Killawee (left at 6:34 p.m.) - City Clerk 
Vali Marling (left at 7:36 p.m.) - General Manager, Anvil Centre 
Rob McCullough - Manager, Museums & Heritage Services 
Sarah Joyce (left at 7:57 p.m.) - Director-Curator, New Media Gallery 
Carolyn Armanini - Planner 1, Office of the CAO 
Carilyn Cook - Commission Clerk 

 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 5:35 p.m.  
 
 
 

  



 

1.0  ADDITIONS / DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 

MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT the Arts Commission agenda of the April 4, 2019 meeting be adopted as 
circulated noting that Item 5.2 – Poet Laureate Legacy Project will be addressed 
after Item 3.1 – Arts Open House at Anvil Centre.  

CARRIED. 
 All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
  
2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of February 7, 2019 
 

MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT the Arts Commission minutes of the February 7, 2019 meeting be adopted 
as circulated.  

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
3.1 Arts Open House at Anvil Centre – Carolyn Armanini, Planner 1  

& Lisa Spitale, Chief Administrative Officer 
 
Ms. Armanini commenced with her presentation to update members on the Arts 
Open House at Anvil Centre and requested feedback from the Commission.  Sarah 
Joyce, Director-Curator, New Media Gallery shared that as Cultural Days is a 
National event, the City could use their use their tool & media kits to promote 
New Westminster nationally.  
 
Discussion ensued, and the Commission provided the following comments:   
 
• If the City ties into Culture Days, it should be fully embraced and include 

issues such as accessibility, well-being, etc.;  
• Looking at how to make Anvil Centre accessible to the community must be 

prioritized so it does not get lost amongst everything else going on;  
• The hours should be extended as 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. may not be long 

enough for all the activities; 
• A call for community group participation would be appropriate for a full and 

encompassing community buy in such as what took place for Winterfest;  
• A stronger intention with respect to indigenous peoples should be included in 

the cultural plan;    
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• New West Artists would be interested in attending as a way to connect with the 
community and be recognized beyond their regular circle of contacts; and,  

• The open house could include sneak peaks, after dark, and behind the scenes 
aspects for specific groups. 

 
Councillor Trentadue advised that there is a role for the Arts Commission to have 
a working group to plan the day including framing the agenda, managing the 
different audiences, entertainment (which will need to undergo a jury process), 
prioritizing the Indigenous aspect, and more.  

 
MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT the Arts Commission endorses the proposed Arts & Culture Open House, 
including the proposed date of Saturday, September 28th as presented at this 
evening’s meeting.  

CARRIED. 
 All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
In response to questions, staff advised:  
 
• The City’s online system does not interact with SpaceFinder BC; however, 

other awareness about Anvil Centre can generated on that platform; and,  
• Anvil Centre room capacities are online and the new website will include set 

ups and floor plans. 
 
Procedural note: Item 5.2: Poet Laureate Legacy Project – Postcard Poetry was 
addressed at this point in the meeting.  
 
4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
4.1 Grant Process Update – Carolyn Armanini, Planner 1  

& Jacqueline Killawee, City Clerk 
 

Ms. Armanini introduced Jacqueline Killawee, City Clerk, advising that she and 
Ms. Killawee would answer the Commission’s questions with respect to the grant 
application review process.  
 
Ms. Killawee advised Commission members that the City is beginning a grant 
review process in response to the many comments that have come from Council 
and Commissions, including the possible implementation of multiyear grant 
opportunities.  As the goal is to create a grant policy that is clear to everyone, all 
comments from the minutes have been sent to the consultant and will be 
incorporated in the grant process.  She noted that Council is in favour of the 
multiyear grants for organizations that have been around for a number of years and 
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that the City is also considering regrouping the grants and making the smaller ones 
easier to apply for.    
 
In response to questions, staff advised:  
 
• Two applicants applied for the incorrect category and were moved to 

Community Grants while another applicant, who requested an Operational 
Grant, was moved to the Partnership Grant;   

• All applicants received some component of funding;  
• Staff reviewed applications for continuity and completion of the application 

and then made suggestions for individual amounts and city services based on 
the entire envelope of $30K with the goal of trying to match the amount 
requested with what was available.  Next, the Grant Commission assigned 
ranking for each application which was in agreement with staff 
recommendations.  Finally, the applications went to Council and were passed 
based on the feedback from both staff and the Grant Commission;  

• With respect to the grants policy review,  a time for community consultation 
has not yet been determined.  The overall review process is expected to be 
completed and in place for the upcoming grant year;  

• While art services offered grant application workshops in some previous years, 
staff will advise the consultant of the desire for yearly instruction and 
assistance for those that may experience difficulty with or be uneducated on 
the grant application process; 

• Staff advised that previous grant applications are located in the Open Data 
Catalogue on the City’s website for reference, including what each 
organization received for funding;   

• The option to apply for either yearly funding or three-year funding would be 
provided for organizations that do not know how long they will be functioning;   

• Staff will provide information with respect to the amount of full funding that 
was provided for arts grants last year, including those that were moved to 
different categories;    

• Staff acknowledged that the names of the organizations that applied for grants 
were included in the report attachment that went to Council; however, that 
aspect was lost in the uploading process to the City’s website.  This will be 
corrected; and,    

• All comments and suggestion made this evening will be forwarded to the 
consultant.   

 
Further discussion ensued, and the Commission provided the following comments: 
 
• A member commented that he felt the application process was excellent and 

did not want to see the well thought-out questions changed; however, additions 
to the application could include the request for statistics (e.g. how many people 
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have attend the event in the past, how many do you expect in the future, etc.) 
which will assist grant jurors in the decision making process; 

• Applications were moved from Arts and Culture Grants into Partnership Grants 
(which the guidelines state are for organizations that deliver strategic priorities) 
based on staff’s interpretation of the grant process.   It does not seem 
appropriate to move such applications to the Partnership Grants since they do 
not deliver a strategic priority and they are clearly in need of operating 
assistance.  There is need,  in the Arts and Culture Grant, for both small 
organizations that are doing projects and larger, longer term organizations that 
are moved to Partnership Grants as they require operating funds because they 
are ongoing; 

• Based on all of the grants that go towards arts and culture, including those that 
are placed under Partnership Grants, it should be recognized that this 
demonstrates that more funds should be allocated to the Arts and Culture Grant 
envelope;  

• If implementing a three-year grant funding option, the City should avoid giving 
applicants the opportunity to apply only in the first year as having to wait years 
to apply for the grant can prove very frustrating to organizations.  Granting 
should be staggered;  

• The City could offer a streamlined application process for returning applicants 
if they are doing the same thing from year to year;    

• A member commented that she was experiencing difficulty when applying for 
a grant as she was not sure where her new organization fit in.  She stated that 
she was very grateful to receive assistance and direction from staff that enabled 
her organization to submit a successful application;  

• The City could reach out to those applying for Neighbourhood Grants to ensure 
they are aware that other city grants exist as a funding stream in the 
community; and,  

• A member commented that we need to know what we are not doing.  For 
example, the shift in volume of unfilled grants, what the ask was, what was 
recommended, etc. 

 
Members discussed putting a forth a resolution to Council with respect to 
increasing the Arts and Culture Grant funding envelope to support implementation 
of the Arts Strategy and the following comments were made:   
 
• While Arts and Culture Grant is underfunded in comparison to other grants, 

everything has value and we do not want to take funds from one granting 
envelope to put in another; and,  

• It was clarified that the funds would be requested for arts and culture as a 
whole and not a particular area of the arts.  
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MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT the Arts Commission recommend that Council approve that the 2020 Arts 
and Culture Grant receive an increase in the funding envelope in support of the 
implementation of the Arts Strategy. 
 

CARRIED. 
 All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
4.2 Arts Strategy Work Plan – Prioritizing and Implementation – Commission 
 

In order to have enough time for this high-priority discussion, the Commission 
agreed to hold an extra meeting in May to specifically address the Art Strategy 
Work Plan. Ms. Cook will poll Commission members for a time that works best 
for the majority and anyone who cannot attend the meeting can provide feedback 
via email.  

 
5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
5.1 Theatre Strategy – Oksana Dexter, Cultural Planning & Research Consultant 
 

Ms. Dexter commenced with her presentation, requesting that Commission 
members provide feedback and ideas with respect to the vision and strategic 
priorities for the theatre.  She shared that a community workshop will take place 
on Saturday, May 4, 2019.    
 
In response to questions and concerns from a Commission member, it was 
clarified that the City will be working on the theatre business model in part with 
the operator and that it was not included in the scope of Ms. Dexter’s work.  Ms. 
Dexter advised that currently, the operational model is modelled after non-profit 
societies.  
 
Ms. Dexter requested that Commission members send three strategic directions 
that they feel need to be addressed to her directly. 

 
5.2 Poet Laureate Legacy Project – Postcard Poetry – Rob McCullough, 

Manager, Museums and Heritage Services – Alan Hill 
 

Mr. McCullough introduced Alan Hill, Poet Laureate, and reminded members that 
the Commission recommended Mr. Hill’s appointment two years ago.   
 
Mr. Hill shared that he created a book of 50 poetic postcards of places in the City 
in which he revealed his feelings and thoughts of each place.  He stated that he is 
currently working on creating a legacy companion piece that is multicultural and 
inclusive and consists of community members sharing their favourite places in the 
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City. In order to achieve this, outreach has commenced with workshops, visiting 
Family Services of Greater Vancouver, etc.  Commission members each received 
a Call for Contributions paper which they were encouraged to share in order to get 
the word out about the project, as well as to submit their suggestions of others that 
may be interested in receiving the Call.   
 
In response to questions, Mr. Hill advised:  
 
• Artists may be able to participate possibly in the second part of the project, the 

anthology, turning the book into visual pieces and possibly installing them on 
location; and,  

• It has not yet been determined how many copies will be printed and there are 
currently no distribution plans in place.     

 
In response to questions, staff advised:  
 
• Copyright language would be included in any publication;  
• Funding details are currently being worked on;  
• It has not been determined if the project will be virtual presence or a printed 

presence;   
• The City has published books in the past and sold copies through the gift shop 

in the museum.  These could also be sold at Anvil Centre.  
 
Further discussion ensued, and a Commission member suggested that accessibility 
for those who may not speak English very well be provided, possibly including 
visuals, to lead people to the greater documents.   

 
Staff advised that the Call would be distributed to Commission members by email 
and a link to it would be added to the City’s website. 

 
MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT the Arts Commission endorses the concept of A Journey Across New 
Westminster by Word:  A Poetry of Place and moving forward with the Call for 
Contributions as presented at this evening’s meeting.  

CARRIED. 
 All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
Procedural note: Item 4.1: Grant Process Update was addressed at this point in the 
meeting.  
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5.3 Truth & Reconciliation Process Update – Rob McCullough, Manager, 
Museums and Heritage Services 

 
Mr. McCullough commenced with his update of the City’s truth and reconciliation 
process including:   
 
• In the spring of 2017 Council agreed that the City do more with respect to truth 

and reconciliation and the outcome of ensuing discussions included the  
decision to enlist a consultant to guide the City through the process; 

• The City has engaged with the Castlemain Group, two of which are residents 
of New Westminster;    

• The scope of work to be undertaken by the consultant will include working 
with communities interested in working with the City, lead a series of 
workshops to help staff understand reconciliation, etc.; and,  

• With respect to the replacement of the Canada Games Pool and the Centennial 
Community Centre, an advisory panel has been created that will aid staff in  
understanding how to reach out to the community in a way that will provide 
the City with a good sense of what the urban indigenous people in the 
community need.  This will be followed up by a report to Council.  

 
In response to questions from the Commission, Mr. McCullough provided the 
following comments:   
 
• The New Westminster Museum and Archives receives a BC Arts Council 

Grant each year and funds this year were directed to hosting the Brad Marsden 
Reconciliation workshop; and,   

• With respect to the land acknowledgement aspect, approximately 32 
communities have expressed interest, some of which are working together.  
The development of the City’s Reconciliation framework will help guide the 
City in understanding the most suitable land acknowledgement for this area.  
 

A member noted that there are many opportunities for the City to attend 
indigenous events such as the Coastal Dance Festival; however, many of them are 
unattended by City representatives.    

 
6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 
Standing items:  
 
6.1 Report from Arts Commission Representative on Public Art Advisory  

Commission (Standing Item) – Peter Leblanc  
 

No report was received.   
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6.2 New West Artists Report – Julia Schoennagel 
 

Ms. Schoennagel expressed her gratitude to the City for the recent grants that were 
received by New West artists. She shared that the next couple of months would be 
a struggle as the winter months are slow; however, presently there is a group of 
“hanger uppers” with 17 artists on display.    
 
Further discussion ensued and Mr. O’Shea agreed to look into New West Artists 
receiving endorsement from the Arts Council and possible usage of their logo.  

 
6.3 Arts Council of New Westminster Report - Report was included in the Agenda 

Package for the meeting.   
 
 At this point in the meeting, Mr. McCullough announced that the Telephone 

Salesman art installation, which was located on the wall of the UFCW building, 
has now been removed and the wall has been repaired and repainted.   

 
7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 There were no items.  
 
8.0 NEXT MEETING 
 
Thursday, June 6, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. – Commission Room 2, City Hall 
 
9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Certified Correct, 
 
 
              
Councillor Mary Trentadue    Carilyn Cook 
Chair        Commission Clerk 
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ARTS COMMISSION 
 

May 16, 2019 - 5:30 p.m. 
Committee Room 2, City Hall  

MINUTES 
 

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Trentadue       - Chair, City Council Member 
Troy Hunter          - Community Member 
Erin Jeffery        - Community Based Arts Sector 

       Non-Profit Representative  
Julian Legere      - Professional Arts & Culture Sector Representative 
Vesna Maljkovic         - Education Sector Representative 
Stephen O’Shea      - Alternate Chair 

       Arts Council of New Westminster Representative 
Kelly Proznick        - Community Member 
Julia Schoennagel        - Community Member 
Iulia Sincraian        - Community Member 
David Vivian          - Community Member 
 
VOTING MEMBER REGRETS: 
Peter Leblanc      - Community Based Arts Sector 
                                                               Non-Profit Representative 

 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Sarah Joyce  - Director-Curator, New Media Gallery 
Carolyn Armanini - Planner 1, Office of the CAO 
Carilyn Cook - Committee Clerk 

 
 
The meeting commenced at 5:30 p.m.  
 
 
Councillor Trentadue acknowledged that the meeting was taking place on the unceded 
territory of the Qayqayt First Nation and Coast Salish people.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

1.0  ADDITIONS / DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 

MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT the Arts Commission agenda of the May 16, 2019 meeting be adopted with 
the addition of New Business Item 5.1 – Community Arts and Theatre Manager by 
Councillor Trentadue which would be addressed first followed by Item 4.2 – Grant 
process and then Item 4.1 – Arts Strategy Work Plan.  

CARRIED. 
 All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
  
 There were no items.  
 
3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
 There were no items.  
 
4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
4.1 Arts Strategy Work Plan – Prioritizing and Implementation – Committee 
 

Carolyn Armanini, Planner 1, advised that while the Arts Strategy Task Force took 
some time to prioritize a number of the items, is was understood that ultimately 
the Arts Strategy would come back to the Arts Commission for further discussion 
and prioritization.   
 
The Commission proceeded to review each action item for prioritization (short, 
medium, or long term), whether the item would be tasked to the City, a partner, or 
both, and identify relevant long-term actions that may have clear and obvious 
prerequisites that need to happen before they become priorities.  
 

4.2 Grant Process Update – Carolyn Armanini, Planner 1 
 

Ms. Armanini shared that with respect to the grant application spreadsheet, the 
organization name column was inadvertently left off of the report to Council for 
this year’s grant process; however, staff will ensure that it is included next year.  
 
A Commission member expressed appreciation for staff seeking feedback from the 
Commission as well as the transparency in the process.  
 
Members were advised that the grant review process was underway and would 
include a community consultation component.  Ms. Armanini assured members 
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that the comments they provided at the last meeting would be considered as the 
review moves forward.    
 

Procedural note:  Item 4.1 – Arts Strategy Work Plan was addressed at this time.  
 
5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
5.1 Community Arts and Theatre Manager – Councillor Trentadue 
 
Procedural note:  Julian Legere, Professional Arts & Culture Sector Representative and 
David Vivian, Community member, recused themselves from the discussion due to 
conflicts of interest.    

 
Councillor Trentadue advised that while this is not something that is usually 
undertaken at the Commission level, it may be beneficial to provide a sort of 
“wish list” to Human Resources of what the Arts Commission would like to see in 
the new Community Arts and Theatre Manager.  
 
In response to questions, staff provided the following responses:  
 
• The new Manager will be a connection point to the community and a liaison to 

the business community and will develop those relationships; and,  
• The position has been modified from what it was previously with the addition 

of other responsibilities, and the successful applicant would be at the same 
level as the other city managers.  

 
Further discussion ensued and Committee members provided the following 
comments:  
 
• It should be clarified during the interview process that the positon includes 

managing the theatre assets as the job title is a bit confusing and may lead 
applicants to believe they would be managing the theatre;  

• Finding someone who will have an idea of managing theatre assets and 
community arts may be too challenging.  Perhaps the candidate should be more 
considered for their role in community arts;  

• It is important to consider the professional arts that are currently in New 
Westminster.  Community does not necessarily feel like an inclusive term; 

• The successful applicant should have a strong knowledge of the history, 
colonialism, and community of New Westminster as well as a belief in and 
appreciation of the City’s distinctive arts community (apart from 
Vancouver’s); and,  

• Community arts are different than arts in the community which includes 
professional and non-professional art. 
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Staff will forward the above comments to the Human Resources Department for 
consideration when they are interviewing applicants for the Community Arts and 
Theatre Manager.  

 
Procedural note:  Messrs. Legere and Vivian rejoined the meeting at 5:46 p.m.     
 
6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 
 There were no items.  
 
7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 There were no items.  
 
8.0 NEXT MEETING 
 
Thursday, June 6, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. – Committee Room 2, City Hall 

 
9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 
 
Certified Correct, 
 
 
              
Councillor Mary Trentadue    Carilyn Cook 
Chair        Committee Clerk 
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February Meeting 

Wednesday, February 20, 2019, at 7:30 pm at Century House, 

in the Spruce Room, 620 8th Street, New Westminster 

 

For Heritage Week:   Heritage: The Tie That Binds 

The theme for Heritage Week for the year 2019 is Heritage: 

The Tie That Binds, and from the Heritage BC website we 

read of this theme – Heritage reaches back in time to tell 

stories of our near and distant past, to describe our present and 

to foretell our future.  

These stories are the threads that interweave memory, culture, 

place, and practice. As we listen and learn, gaining knowledge 

from elders and experiences, richer stories are told, and 

cultures are described. A complex, inter-connected world is 

revealed, as people and places are woven into a detailed 

tapestry of history and heritage.  

This presentation will look at examples of local stories that go 

together to make up what becomes the chronicle of the local 

community with these examples including such topics as: 

The Fraser River 

The “royal” connection 

Local cemeteries 

Cultural traditions 

Columbia Detachment of Royal Engineers 

The Capital City 

Excellence in sports 

 

The Heritage Week poster for 2019 [February 18 to 24] 

March Meeting 

Wednesday, March 20, 2019, at 7:30 pm at Century House, in 

the Spruce Room, 620 8th Street, New Westminster 

 

Early New Westminster and Around the World: 
Comparing History 

An interesting way to explore a city’s story is to compare the 

particular dates or time periods of a community with 

equivalent dates and time periods from around the world at the 

same time. This is often eye-opening, frequently startling, and 

always entertaining. This is an excellent way to look into a 

place while keeping the entire story in context.  

This program, which was first presented about forty years ago, 

will look at points of New Westminster history and compare 

these with what was going on in other places around the globe. 

The process of creating such a program, now with the aid of 

the computer, and then, with a considerable amount of book 

and paper research, will also be covered.  

Quote From New Westminster’s Past 

The early newspapers of the Lower Mainland carried a lot of 
information about trade and commerce in the area, how cargo was 
being shipped, what was heading out to various markets and what was 
coming in, along with information on vessels, captains, schedules, and 
so on. The listing below is from the British Columbian newspaper of 
early February of 1861. Note the variety of boats involved in this early, 
important trade.  
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Another Passing – A Woodward’s Memory 

Woodward’s Department Store is extremely well remembered 

in New Westminster for its position and prominence in the 

Uptown area of the city at 6th and 6th. Recently a long-time 

employee of CKNW who created “the” Woodward’s jingle for 

the store’s $1.49 Day passed away. Tony Antonias, a man 

strongly dedicated to many aspects of his community, died in 

late January at age 89.  

And Yet Another Gone 

A gentleman who combined a career with the City of New 

Westminster Electrical Department with a Canadian Lacrosse 

Hall of Fame connection with the New Westminster 

Salmonbellies Lacrosse Club, as well as extensive time with 

the Ancient and Honourable Hyack Anvil Battery, recently 

passed away. Bert Houston, for many many years, was the 

image of the Battery as he fired most of the Battery’s shots 

including the first one for the salute. People enjoyed watching 

Bert and many would come to the field after a Victoria Day 

Salute to say hello and frequently have a photo taken with him.  

Both of these fellows will be truly missed.  

 

Richard McBride School 90 Years 

Richard McBride Elementary School is going to mark a 

special anniversary in May. The school that is destined to be 

replaced by a new school in the not too distant future is going 

to celebrate a 90th anniversary. This reflects the year 1929 

when the 1912 building was destroyed by fire in February of 

1929. It was subsequently rebuilt and reopened in the fall of 

the same year. This means that the school that is being used 

now is 90 years old. A recent announcement notes that 

everyone interested in the school should mark May 25 on their 

calendar as that will be a special day. There will undoubtedly 

be more announcements to come so keep watching if you have 

connections to this Sapperton School.  

 

 

Top photo is Richard McBride in 1926. Fire was in 1929. Bottom photo 
is the rebuilt school in 1940. [NWPL #144 and NWPL #2346] 

 

Ice on the River 

With the cold weather continuing many folks are watching the Fraser 
River for a build up of ice. There is some ice starting to gather but as of 
this writing (February 7 and 8) it has not formed large sheets but 
remains as small pieces flowing along with the river’s current, ongoing 
winds, and the tidal changes. The following photographs show ice on 
the river in years past. 

 
This is a view of people skating on the Fraser River in an area that was 
in front of B C Penitentiary near the mouth of the Brunette River. Date 
is uncertain but is most likely in the 1920s. [Our Forgotten Past 
Collection] 

 
This photograph is dated at February 1929 and shows the heavy 
accumulation of ice on the Fraser. The city waterfront docks are on the 
left with the Westminster Bridge, rail and road combination, visible in 
the distance to the right of centre.  [NWPL photo #979]  

 

Important Announcement re Our New 
Westminster Public Library  

A recent article in the Record newspaper reported on a 
press release just out from the New Westminster Public 
Library. The major project being carried out on the Library 
is beginning to draw to a close and we now have more 
information on its progress. The Library is going to 
completely close at the end of February to allow for 
installation of new features, last minute changes, clean up 
procedures and so on. It is then going to focus on possibly 
opening at the beginning of April. 

We are keeping in close contact with the Library and will 
be hearing in due course when the Historical Society could 
move back to meeting in the Library. We have been asked 
to continue with our present schedule for now up to the 
April presentation and we will do this. As we hear more it 
will be passed along to our members. The Library will, of 
course, be sending out all their own media releases.  

Watch the local paper and your Historical Society 
newsletter.  
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January Meeting 

Wednesday, January 16, 2019, at 7:30 pm at Century House, in 

the Spruce Room, 620 8th Street, New Westminster 

 

Some Miscellaneous New Westminster Historical 
Photos to Start the New Year 

Once again, the Historical Society will start off the year with a 

program of miscellaneous historical photographs. Among the 

choices this year will be fires in the city’s history including the 

Great Fire of 1898. New Westminster has a history filled with 

fires, many of which clearly altered the course of development 

of a portion of the city or the overall city itself. The selection 

of fire images in the January presentation will include blazes at 

Westminster Paper, the Provincial Exhibition, Pacific Coast 

Terminals, the Rayonier Mill, and Richard McBride School, 

along with a number of other smaller fires (smaller in terms of 

the effect on the city). 

If time allows a few other non-fire images will be included 

from the history of the city such as those from a few requests 

like streetcars in city neighbourhoods, the brickyard in the 

Glen ravine, and the agricultural fields of the BC Penitentiary. 

 

A smoky view of the fire at the Pacific Coast Terminals site on the New 
Westminster waterfront in August of 1979. (NWPL #2154) 

 

A street car parked on Front St at Begbie St. Circa 1902 (NWPL #884) 

 

 

February Meeting 

Wednesday, February 20, 2019, at 7:30 pm at Century House, 

in the Spruce Room, 620 8th Street, New Westminster 

  

For Heritage Week:   Heritage: The Tie That Binds 

The theme for Heritage Week for the year 2019 is Heritage: 

The Tie That Binds and from the Heritage BC website we read 

of this theme – Heritage reaches back in time to tell stories of 

our near and distant past, to describe our present and to foretell 

our future.  

These stories are the threads that interweave memory, culture, 

place, and practice. As we listen and learn, gaining knowledge 

from elders and experiences, richer stories are told, and 

cultures are described. A complex, inter-connected world is 

revealed, as people and places are woven into a detailed 

tapestry of history and heritage.  

This presentation will look at examples of local stories that go 

together to make up what becomes the chronicle of the local 

community. 

 

Quote From New Westminster’s Past 

The new year of 1881 had dawned with many items in the town’s 
newspaper, the Mainland Guardian, early in the month (January 5) with 
the following two amongst them. There was a well received party and 
dance at Burrard Inlet and a near tragedy on the Brunette River. 

 

 

 

mailto:Nwhistsoc@Senseofhistory.com


The Loss of a History/Heritage Friend  

News reached us near the end of the year of the passing of a great 
friend to history and heritage of this province with strong, long lasting 
connections to the Lower Mainland and New Westminster. Greg Evans, 
of the Victoria area of Vancouver Island, spoke a number of times to 
the Historical Society, visited the local museums and archives on 
occasions, took part in a lively city and cemetery tour many years ago. 
Greg had a great interest in history with a favourite topic being beer 
and the stories of its creation, manufacture, people involved, and any 
and all bits and pieces of its past as found in community information, 
newspapers, and archival collections.   

Archie Miller, long time historian, curator and archivist in the New 
Westminster area and friend of Greg’s for many decades, noted that 
among all the things that they worked on together were the overall 
history of museums and their “cabinets of curiosities” and the study of 
the making of BC beer. This latter topic was covered in a day long 
group bus tour of the Fraser Valley visiting hop history locations, seeing 
cemeteries and the resting places of those prominently involved, and 
passing along facts, figures and links to beer history. This, all part, of 
increasing the interest in craft beer.   

A Couple of Beer Items For Greg Evans 

 

A scene of the demolition of the Labatt brewery in Sapperton in 2006. 
This is now the site of the new and increasing, Brewery District.  (Photo 
from the Our Forgotten Past collection) 

 

Two local beer advertisements from April 1879 as noted in the local 
press, the Mainland Guardian, of the day. 

 

 

A 160 Year Landmark For New Westminster In 2019 

It was back in 1859, 160 years ago, that the City of New Westminster 
was founded.  During this current year, 2019, there will be some other 
links to this formative year that will appear in the newsletter. For today, 
under the headings “A site for the capital” and “the Royal City” are two 
notations for 1859, taken from the City’s time line as it appears on the 
New Westminster Public Library history/heritage website.   

Colonel Moody gave his reasons for selecting the site of “New 
Westminster” as the capital of the Colony. This siting of the capital was 
Proclaimed by the Governor. 

The first residence was built by W J Armstrong. The first religious 
service was held (Wesleyan Methodist). The first sale of town lots was 
held. The first school was built at the Royal Engineers’ Camp. 
Surveying the site was progressing “as fast as the weather will permit.” 

The new town: the Capital, was named New Westminster. The name 
was chosen by Queen Victoria. (formerly the town was known as 
Queensborough or Queenborough). From this naming by the Queen, 
the city gained its nickname, “the Royal City.”  

A Sapperton Wedding from 1881 

A news clipping from the January 12, 1881 issue of the Mainland 
Guardian told of a wedding at St Mary’s Church in Sapperton. This 
account in its wonderful detail falls nicely into the story of this historical 
church and even adds another item to the history of the Royal 
Engineers’ who are so much a part of this structure. 

 

 

St Mary the Virgin Anglican Church, Sapperton. View is of a painting of 
the church circa 1892. (NWPL #1014) 
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March Meeting 

Wednesday, March 20, 2019, at 7:30 pm at Century House, in 

the Spruce Room, 620 8th Street, New Westminster 

 

Early New Westminster and Around the World: 
Comparing History        An interesting way to explore a 

city’s story is to compare the particular dates or time periods 

of a community with equivalent dates and time periods from 

around the world at the same time. This is often eye-opening, 

frequently startling, and always entertaining. This is an 

excellent way to look into a place while keeping the entire 

story in context.  

This program, which was first presented about forty years ago, 

will look at points of New Westminster history and compare 

these with what was going on in other places around the globe. 

The process of creating such a program, now with the aid of 

the computer, and then, with a considerable amount of book 

and paper research, will also be covered.  

A couple of examples of comparing history in this way: 
 

July 2 1808   

Simon Fraser passed the site of New Westminster 

Ludwig van Beethoven wrote his 5th and 6th symphonies 
 

January 28, 1859 

Colonel R C Moody explained his reasons for choosing the site of 

New Westminster as the proposed Capital of BC. 

Charles Darwin wrote “The Origin of the Species” 

 

April Meeting 

Wednesday, April 17, 2019, at 7:30 pm at Century House, in 

the Spruce Room, 620 8th Street, New Westminster 
 

Part 1: The Change of the New Westminster 
Waterfront       In 1979, forty years ago, the New 

Westminster Waterfront area was sold, and work got underway 

to change its general function from industrial to residential. 

This presentation will look at the change through a variety of 

materials including photographs, archival pieces, story lines 

and much more. This is part one of a two-part series with part 

two continuing in May 2019. 

 

New Westminster waterfront circa 1955 (NWPL #675] 

Quote From New Westminster’s Past 

From a newspaper issue in early 1881 comes this advertisement for a 
travelling entertainment show. These were always well received and 
looked forward to in the early communities.  

 

 

 

Important Announcement re Our New 
Westminster Public Library   REPEAT  

A recent article in the Record newspaper reported on a 
press release just out from the New Westminster Public 
Library. The major project being carried out on the Library 
is beginning to draw to a close and we now have more 
information on its progress. The Library is going to 
completely close at the end of February to allow for 
installation of new features, last minute changes, clean up 
procedures and so on. It is then going to focus on possibly 
opening at the beginning of April. 

We are keeping in close contact with the Library and will 
be hearing in due course when the Historical Society could 
move back to meeting in the Library. We have been asked 
to continue with our present schedule for now up to the 
April presentation and we will do this. As we hear more it 
will be passed along to our members. The Library will, of 
course, be sending out all their own media releases.  

Watch the local paper and your Historical Society 
newsletter.  
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The Heiltsuk Website – New and Very Interesting 

A website was recently launched at the SFU Burnaby campus 

on January 25, 2019 and was reported on by Kevin Griffin in 

an issue of the Vancouver Sun on that day. The headline for 

this was “New Website explores 6000-year-old village that’s 

home to Heiltsuk.” 

The following paragraphs are taken directly from the 

newspaper and give an excellent outline of what the site is 

about. 

“An area interactive Heiltsuk website is making thousands of 

years of Aboriginal history available to anyone with the click 

of a mouse. The website focuses on the village of Hauyat 

(pronounced hoy-ett) located on a beautiful bay on the central 

coast of British Columbia.  

“Anyone can take a virtual tour of the ancient site at hauyat.ca. 

The village is about 10 minutes by boat from Bella Bella, the 

home of the Heiltsuk. 

“The easily navigable website is full of recordings of elders 

and stories, teachings, and cultural fundamentals, along with 

an in-depth timeline that dates Heiltsuk settlement on Triquet 

Island to about 14,000 years ago.”   

The website can be located at www.hauyat.ca 

This website has been reviewed by your editor and it is well 

put together with lots of information, wonderful images, and 

excellent sound. Have a look. 

An 1868 Winter Story 

The following Our Past column was published in the digital 

New Westminster Record issue for February 7, 2019. Used 

with permission of the authors, Archie and Dale Miller. 

We are always on the lookout for interesting stories of our area 

as well as connections to events, people, seasons, and so on. 

Recently, while looking for some early fire department 

equipment information, we came across a wonderful winter 

story we had not seen before. 

Not only does this story incorporate a frozen section of the 

Fraser River in a specific location in a way we had not seen 

before, but it includes Government House, the Governor, 

members of the community, and a selection of clear “mental 

images” related to the pastimes of winter in New 

Westminster’s early days. 

The time is the late days of January 1868 and the weather had 

been cold. A brief report stated that “the nights continued clear 

and frosty, though far from severe, and the days bright and 

pleasant…then it became thick and cloudy…on Monday night 

snow fell to a depth of about two inches.” The cold spell was 

apparently coming to an end with warming conditions, but for 

over a week it had been great.  

In an article headed “A night scene on the ice” we are 

introduced to some of the marvellous details. “The bay 

opposite the Camp has been the scene of many a joyous party 

during the past ten days. Almost every day and every night 

crowds of persons, of all ages and both sexes, have been out 

upon the ice.” So where had this all been taking place – where 

was the “bay opposite the camp”? 

The camp referred to was the former Royal Engineers site with 

Government House at the downriver edge of the site. Today 

this would be the portion of Fraserview residential area that 

overlooks Sapperton Landing Park. If you look out to the east 

and the Fraser River from this location, the “bay” that was the 

centre of all the 1868 activity is the broad sweeping turn of the 

river slightly left and upriver from your position.  

There had been rumors that the Governor had a bad cold and 

was confined to bed but the article stated, “His Excellency the 

Governor has been out almost every day, enjoying himself 

with the rest.” 

The reporter of this account of winter fun pointed out that 

while there had been much to enjoy, a recent Saturday night 

“was the most brilliant and picturesque” and elaborated with 

wonderful descriptive comments.  

“An enormous bonfire cast its glare over the bay…torches, lit 

as if by magic, flashed upon the scene…the torches, borne by 

skaters, produced a very fine effect…to add to the enjoyment 

of the occasion, a portion of the Hyack Band played several 

pieces…fire rockets were sent up at frequent 

intervals…altogether the affair was a novelty and a treat, and 

went far to reconcile one to the pinchings of Jack Frost.” 

The weather soon changed, but for a time in 1868, this “bay” 

on the local Fraser was the scene of great fun.     

Oh Where Oh Where To Park? 

Here are two places downtown in New Westminster where you were 
able to park your car in past years.  

 
This is from about 1940 and shows Strout’s parking, cleaning and 
towing on Carnarvon St near the Courthouse. (NWPL #2897) 

 
This image is from 1970 showing the parking lot downtown between 
Carnarvon and Agnes St. where the old Carnegie Library was situated. 
(Our Forgotten Past collection)  

http://www.hauyat.ca/
http://www.hauyat.ca/
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April Meeting 

Wednesday, April 17, 2019, at 7:30 pm at Century House, in 

the Spruce Room, 620 8th Street, New Westminster 

 

Part 1: The Change of the New Westminster 
Waterfront       In 1979, forty years ago, the New 

Westminster Waterfront area was sold, and work got underway 

to change its general function from industrial to residential. 

This presentation will look at the change through a variety of 

materials including photographs, archival pieces, story lines 

and much more. This is Part One of a two-part series with Part 

Two continuing in May 2019. The presentation will be offered 

by Earl Noah of Douglas College, Geography, and Archie 

Miller, historian.  

 

New Westminster waterfront circa 1955 (NWPL #675] 

 

An early view of the loading and unloading of a sternwheel steamer at 
the local docks. Both examples above are handling sacks of cargo. Old 
example is circa 1860s and purported to be the New Westminster 
waterfront.  [Our Forgotten Past Collection] 

 

Old bollards at the New Westminster waterfront used for tying up ships. 
[Our Forgotten Past Collection] 2012 

May Meeting 

Wednesday, May 15, 2019.  

[This meeting will likely be held at the Public Library at a 

new time. Watch for separate announcements for the May 

presentation.] 

 

Part 2: The Change of the New Westminster 
Waterfront             In 1979, forty years ago in 2019, the 

New Westminster Waterfront area was sold and work got 

underway to change its general function from industrial to 

residential. This presentation will follow the April program, 

which examined the earlier waterfront area, to look at the 

various projects that actually changed this area of the city and 

created, in overall terms, the waterfront that the city has today. 

This is Part Two of a two-part series. The presentation will be 

offered by Earl Noah of Douglas College, Geography, and 

Archie Miller, historian. 

 
A waterfront view in 2012 showing Westminster Pier Park. Just one of 
the many changes to the waterfront area that began in the late 1970s. 
[Our Forgotten Past Collection] 
 

Quote From New Westminster’s Past 

From a British Columbian newspaper account from March of 1862 we 
note the death of a Royal Engineer who was with the Columbia 
Detachment here in New Westminster at that time.  
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Some Arctic History 

Ice Ghosts: The Epic Hunt for the Lost Franklin Expedition, 

by Paul Watson, McClelland and Stewart, 2017 

With the finding of the ships of the Franklin Expedition, HMS 

Erebus and HMS Terror, this search, ongoing for so many 

years, could finally aim directly at the story of being “lost” and 

all the details that needed to be examined, studied, and 

hopefully, understood. This book is an excellent study of that 

search with content sections of the book clearly showing the 

approach. From “The Expedition” to “The Hunt” and finally 

“The Discovery”, this is a great, fully engrossing, story, which 

covers the time period from 1845, when last seen, to 2014 

when HMS Erebus was found, and 2016, for the locating of 

HMS Terror. 

A great book loaded with great information.  

Erebus, One Ship, Two Epic Voyages, and the Greatest Naval 

Mystery of All Time, by Michael Palin, Random House, 2018. 

This is a wonderful publication in which Michael Palin, a great 

story teller, introduces the ships of the Franklin Arctic 

Expedition, with an amazing account of the vessels’ 

exploration of the Antarctic. This adds a tremendous amount 

of information about the ships and their crews with much of all 

this linking the two explorations. From the jacket cover we 

read: “Expertly written and masterfully crafted, Palin’s story 

of one ship’s two bold explorations successfully weaves 

together two hundred years of history into page-turning 

entertainment.” 

Another great book on this topic with even more information.    

Grave Marker Symbolism 

Here are a couple of symbols on two grave markers in the Fraser 
Cemetery in Sapperton. The top one shows a classic chain with a 
broken link – connected through this symbolic process with death. The 
bottom is simply showing that the individual enjoyed cards, in this case 
a ‘full house’ in poker. 

 

 

 

 

Fraser Valley Information Taken From a BC Electric 
Railway Co Ltd Pamphlet, Farm Service News, 
Printed in February,  1950 

The following is part of an Our Past column in The Record newspaper, 
November 22, 2018, by Archie and Dale Miller. Used with permission of 
the authors. 

We recently came across a copy of an eight-page pamphlet-

type publication titled the Farm Service News dated February 

1950. This was produced by the B C Electric Railway Co. Ltd. 

to provide information throughout the Fraser Valley where 

their services were prominent. One particular item in this issue 

was a list of development highlights from the area under a title 

of “Valley’s Half Century”.  

The authors of the pamphlet introduced the list by noting that 

there was much hardship and difficulty in the early years but 

those involved persevered and did well – “The Fraser Valley’s 

half century has been one of steady growth and progress. 

Nature has looked with favour on British Columbia’s Lower 

Mainland.”  

The highlights from 1900 to 1950 are very interesting as, while 

they may be vitally important to the Valley’s story, they are 

also very strongly linked to the region now known as Metro 

Vancouver. From 1900 they note that steamboats were still 

important to the moving of passengers and agricultural goods 

and that it had only been four years since the Hudson’s Bay 

Company had finally wrapped up its operations at Fort 

Langley.  

In 1903 it notes that the Lake Buntzen power plant began 

sending power to Vancouver, and six years later the Stave 

Falls power plant was delivering power as well. In 1912, 

steam power plants were replaced by electrical power in Pitt 

Meadows, Matsqui and Chilliwack diked areas and the 

Provincial Government passed the Electrical Energy 

Inspection Act to provide safety inspections for electrical 

installations.  

For 1904 the piece pointed to the new double-decked Fraser 

River bridge at New Westminster and its elimination of the 

ferry crossing in the same area. In 1906, a major industry 

manufacturing clay products, notably bricks, opened its doors 

up the valley at Clayburn and a couple of years later, one of a 

number of diking controlled land reclamation projects was 

completed at Matsqui.  

The 1910 item in the list was extremely important to the 

Valley’s growth and that was the driving of the last spike in the 

B C Electric interurban line between Vancouver and 

Chilliwack. The 1950 list includes the note: “Old timers agree 

the line opened the area and brought the dairy industry into 

being.” 

Notes for the First World War in the Valley include the 

difficulty in getting farm workers, land divided in smaller 

acreages planted in strawberries and raspberries, and a great 

increase in the poultry population. Milk truck routes were also 

set up and the performance testing of poultry was established.  

Much of what we notice in this list entails the establishment of 

a lot of what would simply be taken for granted in later years.  
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May Meeting 
Wednesday, May 15, 2019, at 7:00 pm, at the New 

Westminster Public Library auditorium, 716 6th Avenue, in 

Uptown New Westminster  

 

Part 2: The Change of the New Westminster 
Waterfront             In 1979, forty years ago in 2019, the 

New Westminster Waterfront area was sold and work got 

underway to change its general function from industrial to 

residential. This presentation will follow the April program, 

which examined the earlier waterfront area, to look at the 

various projects that actually changed this area of the city and 

created, in overall terms, the waterfront that the city has today. 

This is Part Two of a two-part series. The presentation will be 

offered by Earl Noah of Douglas College, Geography, and 

Archie Miller, historian. 

 
The cover of a booklet, produced by the City of New Westminster in 
1982, outlining the plans that were upcoming that focused on the 
changing waterfront.  
 

June Meeting 
Wednesday, June 19, 2019, at 7:00 pm at the New 

Westminster Public Library auditorium, 716 6th Avenue, in 

Uptown New Westminster  

 

Dr. W A DeWolf-Smith, A Look at Some of His 
Fascinating Archival Material 

Dr. W A DeWolf-Smith, was an interesting man with a myriad 

of connections in the Lower Mainland, especially in the New 

Westminster area. He was a pioneer physician, an historian, 

musician, a highly regarded member of the Freemasons and so 

much more. He also collected a lot of memories in albums 

filled with reminders of events and occasions.  

This presentation will look at the man through examples of 

pieces of information gathered from these archival collections 

that were in his possession. Later in the summer there will be 

another look at how this information can be connected to sites 

in this local community. 

NEW MEETING TIME 

Make sure that you take note of the starting time of 
the upcoming May meeting of the Historical Society 
at the New Westminster Public Library. Yes, the 
meetings will now be back at the Library in the 

auditorium and they will be starting at 7:00pm.  

Quote From New Westminster’s Past 

From the British Columbian newspaper of April1863 we have a 
wonderful advertisement for some very early landscaping materials. 

 

 

The Royal BC Museum Modernization 

Have a say in what will be considered. Go to the site noted 

below and learn more about this. Fill in some ideas if you wish 

and take part in the process. 

The Royal B C Museum in Victoria is to undergo a project of 

modernization and you can offer suggestions. Go online to 

https://engage.gov.bc.ca/museummodernization 

mailto:Nwhistsoc@Senseofhistory.com
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Victoria Day Salute 

The Victoria Day salute to the sovereign and to the memory of 

Queen Victoria will take place on Monday, May 20, 2019, 

with the program starting about 11:30 am and the salute itself 

commencing at 12 noon precisely. All this will happen in 

Queen’s Park in the stadium. See you there. 

 
The group comprising the Anvil Battery set for the salute in 1912 at a 
location at lower 8th Street. (NWPL photo #67) Note the buildings lining 
the street up the hill.  

 

A shot during the salute being fired by the late Bert Houston (Photo 
from the collection of the Ancient and Honourable Hyack Anvil Battery) 

 

Richard McBride School Special Day  

Got an interest in McBride School? Mark Richard McBride 

School’s 90th Celebration on May 25, 2019 on your calendar. 

The poster for the school’s special event notes that it will be on 

from 1 pm to 3:30 pm. It also says to come enjoy fun activities 

and tour the school. Official welcome in the gym 1:15 to 1:45 

and an open house with treats and beverages 1:45 to 3:30.  

The school is also trying to gather up class photos from years 

gone by. If you have any from earlier years let them know as 

they would like to make a copy. The years they are looking for 

the most are the 1930s, 40s, 50s, 70s. and 80s. 

Contact the school at 

McBride90th@sd40.bc.ca 

 

Along the Waterfront 

The following are a few more photos linked to the April and May 
Historical Society presentations looking at the changes along the New 
Westminster waterfront. 

 

Very interesting photo at a fish company dock (possibly the Canadian 
Fishing Company) on the local waterfront.  All the small boats are at the 
dock and what appears as a fish buyer all sitting downriver from a 
freighter that appears to be loading cargo from a barge. This photo is 
circa 1950. (Our Forgotten Past collection) 

 

Near the same general location as the top photo but many years later. 
The Samson V is the first vessel and the one upriver appears to be one 
of the ships used at this dock during Expo’86. SkyBridge is seen under 
construction upriver as well. Circa late 1980s. (Our Forgotten Past 
collection) 

 

Same time frame as the photo directly above but showing the Tugger 
from the Expo’86 Marine Plaza now newly installed on the local 
waterfront just up river from the newly constructed, Westminster Quay 
Public Market. (Our Forgotten Past collection) 

mailto:McBride90th@sd40.bc.ca
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Special Issue #67      May 2019 

Reverend Edward White Received A Watch 
From the Citizens of New Westminster on 
His Leaving That City 

Reverend White, Methodist, was the first to preach in 
New Westminster. He was in this city from that start in 
1859 to his leaving for Nanaimo in 1863. The 
community took his leaving quite hard and exchanged 
heartfelt sentiments with him at the time and also 
presented him with a gold watch. The following 
newspaper items deal with the last-minute meetings 
and words all duly reported in the local press, the 
British Columbian.  

  

Re the new appointments for ministers. Note White to Nanaimo and 
Browning to New Westminster.  [March 21, 1863] 

 

Announcing the farewell service for Rev White [March 28, 1863] [not 
a clear copy from the paper] 

 

Description of the final service [April 1, 1863] 

 

Notice of a presentation and watch. [April 1, 1863] 

 

Description of the arrival of the group for the presentation on the 
steamboat Enterprise. [April 4, 1863] 
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Letter to Rev White from citizens. [April 4, 1863] 

 

   

Reply from Rev White to citizens group. [April 4, 1863] 

 

 

Completion of Rev White’s response. [April 4, 1863] 

 

A statement from the newspaper. [April 4, 1863] 

 

The arrival of the new minister. [April 4, 1863] 
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ARTS COUNCIL OF NEW WESTMINSTER – BRINGING COMMUNITY TOGETHER THROUGH THE ARTS 
PO Box 16003, New Westminster, BC, V3M 6V6 | info@acnw.ca | acnw.ca | 604-525-3244 

ARTS COMMISSION REPORT 
JUNE 6 2019 

 
 The Arts Council of New Westminster and the arts community-at-large had a very busy 
Spring. The ACNW continues to work toward our mandate of ‘Bringing the Community 
Together Through the Arts’.  

 
STAFFING 

• The ACNW is pleased to welcome CS Fergusson as the ACNW Outreach Coordinator. CS 
Fergusson (Fergie) will have a large presence in the community at ACNW events. She has 
been a Gallery Attendant volunteer since June 2015 and is very familiar with our 
organization and arts community. She begins outreach efforts at the June 1st New West 
Craft.  

• The ACNW is pleased to welcome Katrina Hilliard as the ACNW Marketing Coordinator. 
Katrina is managing the ACNW social media accounts and compiling and distributing the 
monthly Arts Beat Newsletter. 
 
PROGRAMS: 
LAST MONDAY AT THE MOVIES 

• 165 attendees to “The Women Who Loves Giraffes” film in April. Last Word post film talk 
continues to be a popular addition to the film series. 

• Upcoming films: May – “Wild Rose”, June – “You Are Here: A Come From Away Story” 
More info: acnw.ca/movies  

• Seasons Passes for the 2019-2020 are now on sale at The Gallery at Queen’s Park. 
 
NEW WEST CRAFT – Twice-monthly Artisan Fair at River Market 

• Continuing at River Market in the first and third Saturday of the month. This program 
averages over 25 vendors per market. New West Craft moves outdoors to the Riverfront 
Esplanade on June 1st.  

• After careful consideration, the New West Craft Summer Night Market on July 6th will take 
place on the River Market site only. The decision to withdraw from Port Royal Park in 
Queensborough was reached after it was determined the escalating costs of City Services 
related to policing and the delivery of a beer garden. 

 
THE GALLERY AT QUEEN’S PARK 
Upcoming exhibitions include: 

• May 29 – June 2: Queens Park Preschool Pop Up Exhibition – “INSPIRED” 

• June 2019 – NWSS Graduation Art Show 

• July 2019 – Robert Ascroft – “New West By The Numbers” 

• Ongoing Programming: 
Inter/Action Artist Learning Series – Third Sunday of the Month 
A call for submissions for an Artists-In-Residence program will be distributed this Summer 
after review by the Visual Arts Committee. 
The Annual Call for Artists will be distributed on July 1st and closing August 31, for 
exhibitions in the 2020 calendar year. 
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ARTSTOGO 
This program continues with its regular monthly workshops at Royal City Centre and Lord 
Kelvin. Upcoming dates: 
June 15: Queensborough Children’s Festival July 1: Canada Day at Queen’s Park 
July 7: Royal City Centre    July 9: New West Grand Prix 
August 4: Royal City Centre 
 
MOMENTUM YOUTH ARTS 
The ACNW partnered with the Massey Theatre and the N Dub Film Club to present student 
films on Monday May 27th from 5:00 – 6:30pm in advance of our regular screening of Last 
Monday at the Movies. The event was hosted by local author and CBC personality JJ Lee, 
along with a Q&A period by the filmmakers. 
Performances by New Westminster Secondary School and Purpose Secondary School 
youth bands will take place in June and July, a part of the Uptown Unplugged concert 
series. 

 
LITFEST NEW WEST 2019 
LitFest New West is complete for 2019. A wide range of programming was presented, 
highlighting authors identifying as Indigenous, people of colour, disabled, and LGBTQ+. 
The Short Story Competition featured over 70 submissions and saw $3500 in prize money 
distributed. In debriefing this year’s festival, the ACNW Literary Arts Committee 
recommended not proceeding with the festival in 2020. 
 
ACNW SUMMER MUSIC PROGRAM 
The jury met to adjudicate 150+ submissions on May 16th. Booking is now underway by 
the ACNW Summer Promotions Coordinator. First performances for Uptown Unplugged 
start on June 1st. A special event to launch this year’s programming lineup will take place 
on June 12th in the back room of Old Crow Coffee Co at 11:30am 
 
NEW WEST CULTURAL CRAWL 
This year’s Cultural Crawl will take place August 10 & 11, 2019 at venues across New 
Westminster. There will be an opening reception on August 9th at 100 Braid Street Studios 
from 6:00-9:00pm. This reception and the entire Crawl is free to attend. More info at 
www.newwestculturalcrawl.com 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: Summer 2019 

• May 29, 2019 – Queens Park Preschool – Opening Reception – 6:00 – 8:00pm 

• June 5, 2019 – NWSS Graduation Show Opening Reception – 6:00 – 8:00pm 

• June 21, 2019 – National Indigenous People’s Day at Moody Park – 10:00am – 2:00pm 

• July 1, 2019 – Canada Day in Queen’s Park – 11:00am – 2:00pm 

• July 6, 2019 – New West Craft Summer Night Market – 6:00pm – 9:30pm 

• August 10 & 11, 2019 – New West Cultural Crawl – 11am – 5pm 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Stephen O’Shea, Executive Director 
Phone: (604) 525-3244 | Email: stephen.oshea@acnw.ca  
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Arts Commission Report from Vagabond Players 

June 6 2019 

 

The membership voted in favor of the next 10 shows that make up our next 2 seasons. 

Susan Linklater, Suzanne Biehl, Bev Pride, Natalie Schreiber and myself were there on 

behalf of Vagabond Players. Miles Lavkulich and Alexandra Wilson were there on behalf of 

The Page. Their production of Run For Your Wife is set to have it's run July 11-27th.  

 

My 12-year old little sister and I are writing the December show, Rapunzel, together. It will 

be a wonderful learning experience for her and I'm really excited about it! 

 

I'd also like to share that the Youth Theatre program began on Saturday May 25th and the 

kids had so much fun they didn't want to take a break. Bev Pride is the program supervisor, 

Ashley Chodat is the Group Leader, Theresa Cowley and Faith Hurd are the Assistant 

Leaders. There are 5 kids who are going to take the full program with 3-4 others that are 

going to attend on a drop-in basis. In December 2020, there will be another original play by 

local writer and past President Elizabeth Elwood. I was at the Metro to see a play and 

they've only done 1 original production back in 1983. I think it's wonderful that our club 

takes risks in producing original works by local writers and, looking at the Box Office 

numbers, they actually do well so it tells us the community is open to supporting original 

works. 

 

Submitted by Jeremy Heynan 

Vagabond Players, President 
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