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Notice is hereby given of the following meeting: 

ARTS COMMISSION 
September 3, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. 

Meeting to be held electronically under Ministerial Order No. M192 

AGENDA

1.0 ADDITIONS / DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 

2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of February 6, 2020 

3.0 PRESENTATIONS 

4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

4.1 Arts and Theatre Strategies – COVID-19 Response 
4.2 Poet Laureate Program 

5.0 NEW BUSINESS 

No Items 

6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 

6.1 New Media Gallery + Learning Lab Report – Sarah Joyce, Director + 
Curator, New Media Gallery 

6.2 Report from Arts Commission Representative on Public Art Advisory 
Committee (Standing Item) – Peter Leblanc 

6.3 Arts Council of New Westminster Report (Written) – Stephen O’Shea 
6.4 Vagabond Players (Written) – Ted Drabyk 

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 

7.1 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter – December 2019 
7.2 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter – December 2019 Special 
7.3 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter – February 2020 
7.4 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter – March 2020 
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8.0 NEXT MEETING 
 

Thursday, December 3, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. – To be confirmed.   
 
9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 



 

 

  

 
ART COMMISSION 
February 6, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. 
Committee Room 2, City Hall  

 
MINUTES 

 
Councillor Trentadue  - Chair, City Council Member 
Ted Drabyk    - Community Based Arts Sector 
Erin Jeffery    - Community Based Arts Sector 

   Non-Profit Representative  
Peter Leblanc - Community Based Arts Sector, Non-Profit Representative 
Julian Legere - Professional Arts & Culture Sector Representative 
Stephen O’Shea - Arts Council of New Westminster Representative 
Kelly Proznick   - Community Member 
Julia Schoennagel   - Community Member 
David Vivian    - Community Member 
Katey Wright    - Community Member 
 
VOTING MEMBER REGRETS: 
Utkarsha Kale - Community Member 
Vesna Maljkovic   - Education Sector Representative 

 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Todd Ayotte - Manager, Community Arts & Theatre 
Chris Koth - Manager, Programs & Community Development 
Carilyn Cook - Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Procedural note: Item 3.1:  Orientation and Oaths of Office was addressed prior to the 
start of regular agenda Items.  
 
 
1.0  ADDITIONS / DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 

MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT the Arts Commission agenda of the February 6, 2020 meeting be adopted as 
circulated. 

CARRIED. 
 All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
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2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
  
2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of December 5, 2019 
 

MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT the Arts Commission minutes of the December 5, 2019 meeting be adopted 
as circulated. 

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
3.1 Orientation and Oaths of Office  
 

Carilyn Cook, Committee Clerk, commenced with her presentation which 
included the role of advisory committees/commissions, the terms of reference, 
meeting attendance and quorum, meeting conduct, City policies & freedom of 
information, and, lastly, oaths of office.  

 
4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
4.1 Arts Strategy:  Moving Forward  
 

Todd Ayotte, Manager of Community Arts and Theatre, reviewed the vision, 
values, goals, and background of the Arts Strategy and advised that next steps 
include reviewing the prioritization of the Strategy’s tactics, re-engaging the 
community, and determining how the Arts Commission can best support the 
implementation of the Arts Strategy.   

 
In response to questions from the Commission, Mr. Ayotte provided the following 
comments:  
 
• Staff use specific lenses with respect to capital decisions and the reconciliation 

process, the climate action plan, and the strategic direction from Council which 
includes the arts, culture, and economic development;   

• It would be beneficial to articulate how the Commission’s work aligns with the 
City’s reconciliation and climate action strategies;  and,  

• An outcome of the Strategy could be community re-engagement, including the 
facilitation of networking opportunities.   

 
Discussion ensued, and Commission members provided the following comments: 
 
• The Strategy is intended to be a living document and should be reviewed on an 

ongoing basis; 
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• The City could consider hosting an event to raise and revive awareness of the 
Strategy;  

• Definitive ideas are needed to align the Strategy’s actions with the City’s 
Seven Bold Steps which address the climate emergency;    

• Communicating how the various programs and services offered by Arts 
services align with and/or address the Strategy’s priorities would help to raise 
awareness about the Strategy and demonstrate how it is being implemented;   

• It is important to ensure that those who may not have been included in the 
previous engagement processes are reached and involved in the future;  and,   

• The Strategy must be referred to by name whenever possible at City events in 
order to keep it alive and active.   

 
4.2 Theatre Strategy:  Moving Forward  
 

Todd Ayotte, Manager of Community Arts and Theatre, recapped the vision, 
mission, and goals of the Theatre Strategy.  Mr. Ayotte noted that a Massey 
Theatre Working Group will be coming together in early 2020 to begin the process 
of developing an operating agreement in anticipation of the expected land transfer 
of the Massey Theatre from the School District to the City.  

 
In response to questions from the Commission, Mr. Ayotte advised that the 
primary focus of the working group will be to outline the partnership between the 
City and the Massey Theatre Society once the facility is owned by the City.  

 
Discussion ensued, and the Commission advised that it is important that the 
Strategy supports both Indigenous artists and artists from diverse cultural 
backgrounds.  
  
Councillor Trentadue shared that the working group will also assist the City in 
developing unique partnerships with community organizations involved with the 
Massey Theatre such as the New West Arts Council, the Arts Commission, the 
School Board, teachers who work out of the Theatre, etc., ensuring they have a 
voice.  She stated that this could provide a model as to how the City enters into 
relationships with other community organizations.   

 
5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
5.1 Election of Alternate Chair  
 

MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT Julia Legere be elected as the Alternate Chair for the 2020 term of the Arts 
Commission.  

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
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5.2 Election of Arts Commission Representative to the Public Art Advisory 
Committee  

 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT Peter Leblanc be selected as the Arts Commission representative to the 
Public Art Advisory Committee for the 2020 Committee term. 

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
5.3 Poet Laureate  
 

Todd Ayotte, Manager of Community Arts and Theatre, advised that the three-
term appointment of the current Poet Laureate concludes at the end of February 
2020, and that the proposed release date for the Call for a new Poet Laureate is 
Wednesday, February 12, 2020.  Mr. Ayotte solicited feedback from the 
Commission regarding the role of the Poet Laureate, selection criteria, who should 
be involved on the selection committee, the term, and recognition (honourarium).  
 
In response to questions from the Commission, Mr. Ayotte provided the following 
comments:  
 
• The Call could take shape in various ways including accepting applications 

from poets who have been house published as well as self published; and,  
• Since attending events such as May Days, etc., may not be appropriate for 

certain artists, the City could work with the new Poet Laureate with respect to 
them attending mutually agreed upon functions.  

 
Discussion ensued, and the Commission provided the following comments: 

 
• The Call should recognize the City’s Seven Bold Steps with respect to 

addressing the climate emergency;  
• The title “Poet Laureate” should be reconsidered as it may have a colonial 

history and may be an unwelcoming obstacle for some artists;   
• Spoken word artists should be considered, along the same lines as the City of 

Vancouver.  Vancouver’s Call for this position could be referred to as New 
Westminster updates it own Call;   

• The honourarium for the position is $2,500 for which a lot is expected;    
• The Call should encourage a diverse range of writers and poets to apply and 

the description should be modified to outline what the position entails; 
• It would be helpful to have other municipalities’ Poet Laureate Terms of 

References at the next meeting for further discussion;   
• The City can continue to honour the work that has come before while moving 

forward and making the Call more inclusionary;  
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• With respect to working with the library, it was noted that the City of 
Vancouver has two Poet Laureate partners including the Vancouver Public 
Library and the Vancouver Writer’s Festival; and,  

• The City of Vancouver explicitly sought an Indigenous Poet Laureate which is 
funded by an endowment that was established by Dr. Yosef Wosk in 2006.    
 

Mr. Ayotte stressed the importance of ensuring that the Call document is done 
correctly and, since the date for the Call to go out is fluid, staff will put together an 
updated Terms of Reference for the Commission to review at the next meeting, 
noting that the term would be three years from the time that the position is 
appointed.  
 
Councillor Trentadue advised that changes to the Terms of Reference of the Call 
for a Poet Laureate will have to go to Council for final approval.   

 
MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT The Arts Commission recommend that the deadline for the Call for the Poet 
Laureate be delayed in order to provide time for the Commission to review other 
municipalities’ Poet Laureate Terms of References in order to ensure that the City 
of New Westminster’s Call for a Poet Laureate is as inclusive as possible.   

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 
6.1 Report from Arts Commission Representative on Public Art Advisory  

Committee (Standing Item)  
 

Peter Leblanc, Community Base Arts Sector, Non-Profit Representative, provided 
the following updates from the December 11, 2020, Public Art Advisory 
Committee meeting:   
 
• PAAC will be reviewing a partnership opportunity with the Queensborough 

Special Programs Committee regarding the Mazarine Mural Legacy Project 
public art installation for the supportive housing development at 838 Ewen 
Avenue;   

• The Committee provided further feedback on the upcoming Library Public Art 
Call such as where the best spaces for the artwork are located, etc.; and,  

• The Queens Park Washroom Public Art Project is being reviewed by PAAC in 
order to determine the next steps forward, and staff will work with the artist as 
to how the project can be realised within the existing budget.  
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6.2 New West Artists Report  
 

Julie Schoennagel, Community Member, shared the following updates:  
 
• This month represents the 1 year anniversary of the New West Artists Gallery 

on Front Street and, although challenging, the Gallery has accomplished a lot; 
• The Gallery is grateful for the City’s assistance with the grant program which 

has enabled them to employ a consultant to create a business plan;   
• The Gallery will be hosting a fundraiser Mardi Gras Masquerade Dinner and 

Dance on March 7, 2020; and,  
• The Annual General Meeting will be held on February 23, 2020 from 1:30 p.m. 

to 3:30 p.m. at Century House.    
 
6.3 Arts Council of New Westminster Report  
 

Stephen O’Shea, Arts Council of New Westminster Representative, shared that   
the Arts Council has partnered with the New Westminster Public Library on 
literary arts programming to take place on April 4th and 5th, and include visits from 
four authors of both fiction and non-fiction works.     
 
Mr. O’Shea advised that the Arts Council is working on a long-term strategy 
document entitled, “ACNW 2040” which will outline the aspirations of the Arts 
Council.  It is anticipated that the document will be taken to the community over 
the next few months and be presented to Council in June of 2020.  Commission 
members were urged to take the online survey to provide feedback on the 
document.     
 
Ted Drabyk, Community Base Arts Sector Representative, announced that the 
University of British Columbia is currently running an exhibit of First Nations 
pottery which they may be willing to bring to New Westminster.  Mr. Drabyk will 
follow up with Rob McCullough, Manager of Museums and Heritage Services.  

 
7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
  
 There were no items.  
 
8.0 NEXT MEETING 
 

Thursday, April 2, 2020 in Committee Room 2 at 5:30 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Doc #1567797 Arts Commission Minutes Page 7 
 February 6, 2020  
 
 

9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 7:24 p.m. 
 
Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
              
Councillor Mary Trentadue    Carilyn Cook 
Chair        Committee Clerk 
 
 



 
 
Memorandum 
 
To: Arts Commission Date: August 27, 2020 
 
From: Todd Ayotte,  
 

 
File: 1659242 

 
Subject: Arts & Theatre Strategies – COVID-19 
 
INTENT 
Given the impact of the pandemic on the arts sector, staff are recommending that a review 
of the Arts and Theatre Strategies be initiated through a COVID-19 lens.  Staff are 
proposing the formation of an ad hoc working group – an Arts Peer Alliance – to advance 
this work, and are bringing this concept forward to the Arts Commission for information and 
feedback. 
 
BACKGROUND 
At the February 2020 Arts Commission meeting, an overview of the Arts and Theatre 
Strategies was presented.  In March, COVID-19 caused a shift in municipal focus to 
essential services.  Staff resources were realigned to support COVID-19 response and 
while some of the foundational Theatre Strategy work related to the Massey Theatre 
continued, much of the work to advance the Arts Strategy and the broader components of 
the Theatre Strategy was put on hold.   
 
DISCUSSION 
The arts sector has been impacted greatly by the COVID-19 pandemic, and will continue to 
be impacted for the foreseeable future.  COVID-19 has changed how we interact and 
connect as a community. Innovations and significant shifts in arts delivery models are 
required in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  There is a need to review the City’s Arts 
and Theatre Strategies, to identify emerging priorities in light of COVID-19 and determine 
what actionable steps will best help us navigate the new normal as a sector. 
 
In order to do this work, staff propose the formation of an ad hoc staff and community 
working group – an Arts Peer Alliance.  This is not a committee of Council or a Task Force 



under the EOC or a duplication of the Arts Commission’s role.  Rather it is envisioned as an 
informal group of arts sector peers working collaboratively to advance the Arts and Theatre 
Strategies within the context of COVID-19. 
 
The core group would include Cultural Services staff, the Arts Council of New Westminster 
and the Massey Theatre Society as well as other key NFP arts and cultural business 
stakeholders. Collectively, the Arts Peer Alliance would review the Arts and Theatre 
Strategies through a COVID-19 lens, in order to develop a COVID-19 Arts Action Plan. This 
Plan would then be presented to the Arts Commission. 
 
I look forward to a discussion with the Arts Commission regarding this concept. 
 
 



Memorandum 
To: Arts Commission Date: August 25, 2020 
From: Todd Ayotte File: 1658881 

Subject: Poet Laureate Program 

INTENT 
This discussion paper is to seek the Arts Commission’s guidance in developing the call for 
New Westminster’s next poet Laureate appointment. 

BACKGROUND 
The current Poet Laureate term finished in February 2020.  Prior to the completion of the 
term, the Arts Commission engaged in preliminary discussion regarding the program’s 
future and direction.   

At the February 2020 Arts Commission meeting, staff received the following comments from 
Commission members: 

• Identify ways to encourage a diverse range of writers and poets, including
Indigenous and culturally diverse poets;

• The definition of “poet” should be expanded to include spoken word artists and other
non-traditional literary art forms;

• Consider accepting applications from poets who have been house published as well
as self-published;

• Rather than defining which events the Poet Laureate participates in, the City should
consider working with the incumbent to determine which events are the best fit;

• The Call should recognize the City’s Seven Bold Steps with respect to addressing
the climate emergency;

• The level of remuneration should be reviewed in the context of what is expected of
the position.

• Is the title “poet laureate” a barrier to participation?



 
 
 

All Commission members felt that there was a need for a deeper review and further 
discussion before the new call is released and asked staff to provide information from other 
municipalities’ Poet Laureate programs for the next Commission meeting.  With the onset of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, staff work plans were adjusted to focus on essential services, and 
advancement of the Poet Laureate program was paused.  Therefore, staff is now bringing 
this information forward to the Arts Commission for discussion and to seek their direction. 
A breakdown of various municipal programs is provided as an attachment to this memo. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Discussion Questions/Topics: 
 

1. How can we structure the call/program to remove any barriers to participation? 
 

2. What should the eligibility requirements be? 
 

3. What are the duties and deliverables?   
 

4. What role can the program serve to advance the City’s commitment to truth and 
reconciliation? Support diverse voices and perspectives?   

 
5. Other considerations? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CITY ELIGIBILITY DUTIES/DELIVERABLES TERM REMUNERATION 
City of New 
Westminster 

• Reside in the Lower Mainland (preference given 
to New Westminster residents or applicants 
who show a strong connection to the City 
through work and projects).   

• The candidate must demonstrate a history of 
activity in the literary arts community, i.e. 
readings, publications, public presentations 
and/or teaching. 

• Be a print poet, spoken word poet, or 
multimedia poet who is actively involved in the 
literary community. 

• Demonstrate a record of publications; print or 
multimedia poets must have a compelling 
portfolio of published work (none that are self-
published or by a vanity press). 

• Spoken-word poets must demonstrate a history 
of poetic excellence through participation in 
recognized performances, competitions or 
public events. 

 

• Be a literary ambassador for the City and 
advocate for literary arts in the community  

• Present high quality, imaginative and insightful 
work appropriate to the following public functions 
by reading or reciting their own work or that of 
others: New Westminster’s annual May Day 
Banquet, Remembrance Day, Proclamation of 
World Poetry Day (March) or National Poetry 
month (April) 

• Engage with the people of New Westminster 
through poetry initiatives that inspire the reading, 
writing and appreciation of poetry in the City. 

• Work on a legacy project and/or complete one of 
their own for the people of New Westminster. This 
project, developed in consultation with City staff, 
shall enrich the daily lives of residents and visitors 
to the City. 

 

3 year term, can 
be extended by 
another 3 years 

$2,500/year 

City of Vancouver 
 
 

• Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh 
published or performance poets who are active 
in their field 

• Have a notable body of work that has received 
peer recognition for excellence 

• Have been recognized for contributions to 
poetry, engagement with a diversity of 
Vancouver’s cultural communities, and the 
literary life of Vancouver. 

 

• Participating in the literary and cultural life of the 
City 

• Producing new original works during their term 
that may reflect or represent ideas and issues of 
importance to the diverse people of Vancouver 

• Presenting, in person, works of significance at 
civic events (i.e. the annual Mayor’s Arts Awards), 
City Council meetings, official functions or cultural 
events) 

 

2-3 years $5,000/year 
 
Additional project 
funds may be 
available to support 
Laureate activities 
dependent upon 
available financial 
resources 

City of Victoria 
 

• Reside in the Capital Region (including Gulf 
Islands) 

• Serves as Victoria’s literary and cultural 
ambassador 

4 years $4,500/year 
 



 
 
 

• Be a print poet or spoken word poet who is 
active in his or her field 

• Have an established body of work that 
demonstrates poetic richness and flexibility (i.e. 
be more than one style) 

• Have made contributions to the literary 
community and be recognized as a professional 
in the field by his or her peers 

• Print poets must provide a minimum of two 
published works that display literary excellence. 
These publications can be either hard copy 
(properly bound, high quality graphic design, 
etc.) or digital (properly formatted, edited, 
professional layout, etc.). They may be self-
published but must adhere to professional 
standards of quality. 

 

• Produce three new original works each year that 
reflect or represent ideas and issues of 
importance to the people of Victoria 

• Recite poems at City events, Council meetings 
and the annual Victoria Book Prize Awards Gala 

• Host a number of poetry events in the community  
• Collaborates with the Victoria Public Library on 

readings, workshops and its new Poet-in-
Residence days 

• Serves as a mentor to the Youth Poet Laureate 
 

$1,000/year to 
support poetry 
month events 
 

City of Calgary • Be a professionally published or presenting 
poet 

• Be a current resident of Calgary 
• Demonstrate an established career through 

their body of work, or have made significant 
contributions to their community regardless of 
career length 

• Serve as the artistic ambassador for Calgary 
• Compose and present poems for official City of 

Calgary occasions 
• Make public appearances as Calgary poet 

laureate in Calgary or as an ambassador to other 
cities and countries 

• Make public presentations of their work at least 
twice per year 

 

2 years $10,000/year 

City of Surrey • Poets who use spoken word poetry, written 
poetry or multimedia demonstrations of poetry 

• Reside in Surrey or the Lower Mainland 
(preference to Surrey residents) or are strongly 
connected to the City of Surrey 

• Have an established body of work 

• Act as an ambassador for the City of Surrey and 
its people 

• Advocating for literacy 
• Promoting literary arts 
• Development of a legacy project 

 

2 years $5,000/year 
 
$3,000 for 
programming and 
outreach 



 
 
 

• Been acknowledged for prominent contributions 
in their career 

• Encourage poets from diverse backgrounds to 
apply 

City of 
Mississauga 
(Youth Poet 
Laureate) 

• Be 25 years of age or younger 
• Be a current Mississauga resident  
• Have the ability to represent the values of the 

City of Mississauga in a professional manner  
• Have an established body of work or have been 

recognized for notable contributions to the 
literary arts 

• Present work that is relevant to Mississauga 
and/or subjects that reflect the life of the city 

• Create literary work that reflects the values of the 
city and its citizens.  

• Produce at least one original work for a specific 
event or occasion identified by the City in each 
year of the two-year term.  

• Agree to perform poetry readings in person (at 
least once to City Council during National Poetry 
month and at minimum, at one additional official 
City of Mississauga function each year). Agree to 
send selected poems to City staff in advance of 
the readings.  

• Attend a variety of civic events across the city to 
promote and attract young people to the literary 
world.  

• With guidance from City staff and the Poet 
Laureate, complete an event or project to promote 
poetry and the literary arts to young people.  

• Provide content for the Poet Laureate section of 
the City of Mississauga website as required.  

2 years $3,000/year 
 
$1,000 to support 
project funding 



 

Memorandum  

To:  Arts Commission	 	 	 	 Date:  August 27, 2020

From: Sarah Joyce	 	 	 	 	 File:  NMG File


Subject: An update on New Media Gallery + Learning Lab at Anvil Centre


INTENT 
This report is an update for the Arts Commission on New Media Gallery and Learning Lab 
activities and priorities for 2020 and summarizes two primary Learnings resulting from Covid 19 
restrictions.

 

EXHIBITIONS 
Re-Opening Currency Exhibition 
The Currency exhibition has been closed for five months and will re-open to the public on 
September 2.  It features eight award-winning artists from seven countries and looks at 
interpretations of currency and value in a rapidly changing world of technology.  We will present 
only two exhibitions in 2020 (Cartooney & Currency).  During the opening weekend of March 15 
the exhibition saw almost 300 visitors. The exhibition runs until December 6.  


Currency Exhibition - Online Booking   
Our online booking system is working well.  Bookings have been active in the past few days 
and we expect the majority of time slots to fill from September to December.  Gallery limit is six 
visitors per hour with stringent distancing and cleaning as per Anvil Centre & Civic regulations.  


Exhibition Upcoming 
Curators are working on developing and curating the next exhibition for 2021. We are 
researching two primary themes. It seems likely we will present an exhibition that focusses on 
issues of colonialism, control, power and race and empire in a global context.  We are 
focussing on artists who are racially diverse and who explore the issues from a broad and 
unique perspective.  There will be opportunity for a symposium around this exhibition theme.  
The primary factor which will determine the makeup of this exhibition is budget.


PROGRAMMES 
Covid resulted in extensive programme cancellations; approximately 40 programs from March -   
July.  These cancellations affected our six auxiliary instructors.  NMG has quickly shifted to an 
all virtual model.  All programs are developed and run by 1 Programme Coordinator and 2 
Director-Curators.  The shift to virtual has included developing a number of video modules 
combining Live-stream + Video sessions with multi-media components. We collaborated in 
virtual Canada Day Programming by creating a film.  We have just completed a successful 7-
week Virtual Summer Camp called The Remote Garden as well as two other public children’s 
programmes.  Throughout the summer we’ve delivered six virtual University lectures & projects 
to Douglas College, Capilano College, Emily Carr University and SFU(SIAT) with additional 



sessions planned for Fall.  We have also set up Tech-Aid,  bookable live zoom sessions to 
provide online assistance to people with creative tech needs.  


Public Programming for Fall will be entirely virtual. This includes programming for Kids 7 - 18,  
and regular School and University Programmes which will be our primary income generator.  
We have again been invited to present at the Science World STEAM for Girls symposium 
which is virtual this year.  There are five virtual multi-media Curatorial Talks planned for 
September/October.  Curators have been asked to give lectures to Manchester School of Art 
this Fall in their new Digital School of Art.


The only in-person programme that will occur in the Learning Lab this Fall will be our 3-Day 
Arts + Tech Micro-Residencies.  The Learning Lab will be sectioned with a curtain wall, safe 
distancing and masks will be in effect.  At least one of the five residencies will be reserved for a 
New West artist interested in learning about a specific technology.  We are focussing on pro-
active ways to be inclusive. Deadline is September 14.

Virtual School Programming is a primary focus for the rest of 2020 with a focus on SD-40. We 
are developing a series of easy-to-access virtual Arts + Tech modules for Teachers that include 
live and recorded elements, and we will offer a live weekly virtual Teacher Aid session. We are 
looking at the needs for Home Schoolers which have become a focus during Covid.


NMG produced two short films in early 2020 on senior artist Chris Welsby, one with a specific 
focus on the climate emergency.  Both of these are available to view.


International Symposium for Electronic Arts (ISEA) 2020 
ISEA is the primary international symposium for electronic arts.  NMG has been asked to be 
part of virtual ISEA this year, collaborating to present one of the works in Currency to an 
international audience (Bitsoil POPup Tax and Hack Campaign by the LarbitsSisters from 
Belgium).   From October 14 - 18 we will livestream the work, with a special livestream talk for 
the symposium on the Politics of Sentience.  We look forward to bringing New West to an 
international audience and encourage Arts Commission members to visit during those dates.


Board Work 
NMG Director Gordon Duggan sits on the Board of West Coast Curated, the online arm of a 
destination marketing group for the arts in metro Vancouver.  

Sarah Joyce (NMG Director) has been asked to sit as an Advisor for Capilano University 
Performing Arts Program.  


Donations 
A welcome $15,000 donation from local business person Jennifer Thomson allowed NMG to 
purchase five 3-D printers in April for the Learning Lab.  The rationale behind this purchase at 
this time was to first provide valuable support to Health Workers by printing parts for PPE 
(Face Masks).  And secondly that the donation would become a lasting resource for student 
and artist programming in the Learning Lab.  In July we finished printing over 15,000 parts that 
will go into the construction of 7,500 face shields by the Tinkerine group.


Business & Local Economy Task Force (Arts Sub Group) 
NMG Directors were requested to take on a research role for the Business and Local Economy 
and Non-Profit and Cultural Sector Group,  reporting to Todd Ayotte.  We interviewed 12 artists 
and arts businesses from the community to produce individual Case Studies that discussed 
Covid challenges to the Arts Sector.  This report was presented to the Group. 




COVID LEARNINGS 
Programming 
Virtual Programming has proved exceptionally popular.  Programs fill up quickly.  This finding 
fits with recent accounts from across North America stating that Virtual programming has 
provided organizations with a broader base, is very flexible and provides access for those who 
would not normally have access to programming and in many cases it can be offered at a 
lower price for participants.  In this way, virtual programming is becoming a democratic and 
inclusive medium.  


Covid Closures Affect  Artists 
Like many who work in the gig economy, and require multiple gigs to generate an income,  
artists have been hit hard by Covid.   Due to Covid 19 shutdowns NMG was forced to furlough 
6 part-time Auxiliary Instructors and 4 part-time Installation Technicians.  These 10 staff are 
artists and the loss of work has been challenging for many of them.   It is still uncertain whether 
we will be able to guarantee work for these staff in 2020.  Further analysis of gig economy 
workers in the arts is recommended.


School Assistance 
There is intense pressure and uncertainty facing Schools, Teachers, Students and Parents.   
The cooperative teaching of school age children has become a focus for many in the Arts.  
NMG and Learning Lab has the potential to assist by offering valuable resources and teaching 
for school age children through virtual platforms.  
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ARTS COMMISSION REPORT 
September 3, 2020 

 
The ACNW continues to connect with our partners, members, and stakeholders regarding 
the impacts from the spread of the COVID-19 virus and resulting physical distancing 
measures. We continue to update our website directing artists and arts audiences on the 
ways we have responded to this pandemic. Using social media, we communicate our 
messages and engage the arts community by sharing the creative ways artists are 
responding to the challenges we are all facing.  

 
The ACNW Resource Development Committee has had a very successful implementation 
of the “Friends of the Arts Council #NewWest” fundraising campaign. The development 
and implementation of a fundraising strategy has seen significant results for the ACNW. 
 
PROGRAMS: 
 
#ARTSNW  

• The #ArtsNW podcast is a monthly podcast featuring New Westminster-based artists 
engaged in conversations about the arts. This program continues to develop and will see 
a third season during the Fall and Winter of 2020. 

• More info: acnw.ca/artsnw 
 

ARTSTOGO 
• All events and activities were cancelled through to the end of August 2020. An online 

video was created of a special Canada Day project and posted on Youtube. We presented 
a pilot project with the Momentum Youth Arts program and the CNW Youth Centre over 
the Summer for the youth focussed “Arts in the Park” workshops. There are plans for two 
ArtsToGo workshops at Lord Kelvin Elementary during the Fall of 2020. 

• More info: acnw.ca/artstogo 
 
LAST MONDAY AT THE MOVIES 

• The start of the Last Monday at the Movies season has been postponed. Typically starting 
in September, the series will begin in January of 2021. The ACNW is continuing to 
understand the Provincial Health Orders for indoor events related to theatres and 
developing policy around safe operation of this program. 

• More info: acnw.ca/movies  
 

MOMENTUM YOUTH ARTS 
All events and activities were cancelled through to the end of August 2020. We presented 
a pilot project with the ArtsToGo program and the CNW Youth Centre over the Summer 
for the youth focussed “Arts in the Park” workshops. There are no plans for activities 
during the Fall of 2020. 

 
NEW WEST CITY READS: AUTHOR EVENT 
The ACNW have partnered with the New Westminster Public Library to shift this previous 
planned in-person event (April 2020) to take place as podcasts. Featuring authors from 
across Metro Vancouver, this series will be presented in October 2020. 
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NEW WEST CULTURAL CRAWL 
The New West Cultural Crawl is taking place on October 17 & 18, 2020 at venues across 
New Westminster. Venue participants have been informed of their requirement to ensure 
proper physical distancing. ACNW staff are developing the brochure and promotional 
materials. 
More info: newwestculturalcrawl.com 
 
NEW WESTMINSTER CULTURAL MAP  
ACNW staff been working with City of New Westminster Art Services staff in a review 
and update of the database within the New Westminster Cultural Map. ACNW Canada 
Summer Jobs students have followed up with those currently “on the map” to ensure 
they are listings are up to date. This project is ongoing and will continue through the Fall 
of 2020 
 
NEW WESTMINSTER CULTURAL ROUNDTABLE 
This program responded quickly to the pandemic by providing a forum for the community 
to connect in the March and April. The Roundtable is now going through a review to 
return monthly through the Fall and Winter of 2020. 
 
NEW WEST CRAFT 

• Four New West Craft markets took place outdoors in Tipperary Park on the first and third 
Saturdays of July and August. 30 artisan vendors were able to safely share their works 
with the community. 

• There are no current plans for New West Craft during the Fall and Winter of 2020.  
• More info: acnw.ca/newwestcraft 

 
SENIORS EXPRESSIONS THROUGH THE ARTS 
The Seniors Expressions Through the Arts project distributed $5,000 in support to art 
projects lead by seniors during the start of the pandemic. An online comedy night was 
held through Zoom with Laughters Zone 101. A pop-up exhibition by the Garden Gals 
was displayed at the Anvil Centre during the month of August 2020. An arts passport is 
being developed as a legacy of the SETA project. 
 
SUMMER MUSIC PROGRAM 
The ACNW Summer Music program has not returned in 2020. The Uptown Unplugged 
concert series and the Music by the River festival were cancelled. Summer Students 
developed podcast performances within the Gallery space and presented them through 
the ArtsNW podcast in August 2020 and later on in Fall 2020. 
 
THE GALLERY AT QUEEN’S PARK 

• Upcoming exhibition: Sept 1, 2020 – Jan 31, 2021 - ACNW Permanent Collection 
• The Gallery was closed on March 13th as it is located within the Centennial Lodge. The 

space has been used for minimal amount of administration over the past five months.  
• The ACNW is continuing to understand the Provincial Health Orders for indoor events 

related to galleries and developing policy around safe operation of this program. 
 
 
[continued next page] 
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• The Gallery aims to re-open to the public on September 1, 2020 and will utilize a “By 
Appointment” pre-registration system for the foreseeable future. 

• All cancelled exhibitions during the closure of the Centennial Lodge have been 
rescheduled to 2021. 

• More info: acnw.ca/gallery 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: Fall 2020 
• October 17 & 18, 2020 – New West Cultural Crawl – multiple venues 
• October 2020 – New West City Reads: Author Event - online 

 
Respectfully submitted by Stephen O’Shea, Executive Director 
Phone: (604) 525-3244 | Email: stephen.oshea@acnw.ca  
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Vagabond Players Arts Commission Report 

September 2020 

 

 

Vagabond Players continue to be a main part of New Westminster’s art community.  For 
members who are new to this commission, Vagabond Players is the oldest ongoing community 
theatre in the Lower Mainland, having started back in 1937, right here in New Westminster! 

Vagabond Players AGM  was held on June 15, 2020.  Ted Drabyk, (our commission 
representative) became our newest member of VP’s Board. 

During the past year, we were able to update our operating policy and implement a bullying and 
harassment policy as well. 

Because of Covid-19, we were only able to present three productions this season.  None the less, 
we have been nominated by the Community Theatre Coalition for best supporting actor and 
actress, best costume design, best lighting and set design, for Terror by Gaslight,  best leading 
actress, and best sound design for Once Upon A Fairytale, and finally best graphic design for 
Drinking Habits 2. 

While we have remained dark due to Covid, we have not been idle.  In March, members took 
advantage of the quiet time to do some maintenance and improvements in the building.  We 
painted and redecorated the greenroom, making it a cleaner, calmer environment for cast and 
crew to wait while not on stage.  We also took this time to review the furniture inventory and 
purged items we didn’t need or use anymore.   

For our next project, our members will be doing a thorough cleanse of the lobby, auditorium and 
stage,  preparing for our eventual opening.  We look forward to welcoming our audiences back!  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Ted Drabyk 
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December Meeting 
Wednesday, December 18, 2019, at 7:00 pm, at the New 

Westminster Public Library auditorium, 716 6th Avenue, in 

Uptown New Westminster  

Christmas Stories from Past Historical Society 
Presentations                The New Westminster Historical 

Society has featured many different programs for its Christmas 

meetings. This presentation will offer a selection of these items 

and will likely range from local historical accounts from the 

community to studies of a Victorian Christmas, as well as 

traditional seasonal links and Christmas images.    

An image of a Victorian Christmas tree with Queen Victoria, Prince 
Albert, and children. This early version of a “tree” was usually placed up 
on a table for added height and importance.  The tree had lots of 
branches and space between them for decorations. It was often lighted 
by candles and was usually the room’s dominant feature. There are 
many images of the Royal’s Christmas trees and these can be found in 
the many publications that describe and present what would come to 
be referred to as a “Victorian Christmas”.  

January Meeting 
Wednesday, January 15, 2020, at 7:00 pm at the New 

Westminster Public Library auditorium, 716 6th Avenue, in 

Uptown New Westminster  

Another Miscellaneous Start to the New Year 

Following what has become the basic theme for the January 

presentation  of the Historical Society the evening will include 

a set of intriguing photographs including some “new” close up 

views of the City; a selection of research tales that offer very 

interesting results; and some simple historical accounts that 

once were parts of some general speaking notes.  

This will be a great start to the new year of 2020. 

Quote From New Westminster’s Past 
The following newspaper pieces are taken from the issues of the British 
Columbian newspaper at the end of December 1867 and the beginning 
of 1868. They cover a number of everyday items from that part of this 
city’s history. 

Issues included are December 21, 1867, December 25, 1867, and 
January 1, 1868. 

Agenda Item 7.1
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[In coming into the new year the paper contained a reminder for all 
citizens, as it continues right up to today, that life and the community go 
on year by year and sure as all that, taxes will be eventually due to be 
paid.] 

  

 

Merry Christmas  

Happy New Year 

 

  

 

In the article above, which is from the same set of pieces from 1867 
and 1868, the newspaper editor takes the opportunity to point out that 
the paper is taking a year end break and will not be publishing for a 
while into the New Year and ends with a Christmas Greeting to 
themselves, the readers, and obviously to the town. 
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Christmas 1945 
A Glimpse of Christmas in 1945 
New Westminster – The First 
Since the End of World War II 

The Historical Society has featured many 
seasonal presentations throughout its history, 
offering a wide range of programmes in 
recognition of the time of year and the many 
historical connections to the celebrations. In 
this issue of the newsletter we are pleased to 
present some of the materials that were 
gathered for a talk on the first Christmas in 
New Westminster after the War ended. It is 
the theme of this newsletter in response to a 
request for this story and age. 

From the British Columbian newspaper; editorial for 

December 24, 1945. 

“It’s the first peacetime Christmas after six years of war and 

if it is not all that fancy painted at least it is infinitely better 

than any of its recent predecessors. To many thousands of 

Canadians, to millions of others, the dominant feature of this 

Christmas is absence of the fear that overshadowed their 

homes, fear of the knowledge that their men and women in 

the services overseas were in danger. For six years that 

spectre sat at the festive board, was in the back of the mind 

amid the gaiety of Yuletide. It has gone for those to whom it 

was only a fear; for others it has been translated into a 

personal tragedy for which the passage of time is the only 

solace. 

Although there is still great trouble abroad on this old earth, 

the carnage has ceased. For that reason it is permissible to 

cast aside for a time concern over the miseries of mankind; it 

is now not incongruous to wish one another a Merry 

Christmas; it is above all possible to hope for the arrival 

some day of that state of peace on earth to men of goodwill.” 

Advertisement for Calvert Distillers, British Columbian, 

December 24, 1945. 

“This time it’s really Christmas. He is home. 

*No need now to pretend – with just a snapshot for

company. No need for the smile you didn’t feel, that

somehow failed to help much last time. He’s home.

*And there he sits – appetite and all. Beaming, hungry.

*Waiting for this hasn’t been easy – for anyone. But now it’s

here – Christmas 1945.

*To Mom and Dad it brings the best gift of all – maybe a

little bigger – maybe a little older. Good – all the more

turkey then – all the more room in their hearts.

*Things haven’t changed much around the house, come to

think of it. The tree looks just like the one he dragged in six

years ago – tracking snow all over the place and forgetting to

mop it up. That boy! Even the holly hangs lopsided over

Grand Dad’s picture – he never could get it to sit straight.

And the Christmas cards clutter up the mantelpiece so you

can’t see the clock. What a lot of friends the family has – all

saying, Merry Christmas, Merry Christmas!

*Yes, he’s back and Christmas is back – so this time it’s

really Christmas.

*Let’s keep it that way for good!!

A Record Album and Other 1945 New Releases 

A Christmas record album (78rpm) that was a favourite in 

1945 was by Bing Crosby, with the Andrews Sisters for a 

couple of tunes, that featured the songs: Silent Night, Adeste 

Fideles, White Christmas, God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, 

I’ll Be Home for Christmas, Faith of Our Fathers, Jingle 

Bells, and Santa Claus is Coming to Town. 

It’s Been a Long, Long Time 

For Sentimental Reasons 

I’m Beginning to See the Light 

There Must Be A Way 

And new for Christmas – 

Let It Snow, Let It Snow, Let It Snow 
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Christmastime on the Radio 

Radio – Music 

Andre Kostelanetz      Alex Roth orchestra 

Dinah Shore                Rudy Vallee 

Sons of the Pioneers   Crooner Parade 

Radio - Mystery 

FBI      Thin Man 

Radio - Comedy 

Abbot and Costello     Burns and Allen 

 

Special Events in Town 

New Westminster Civic Orchestra – at Columbia Theatre 

IODE Christmas Party 

University Women’s Club 

Business and Professional Women’s Club dinner at Fraser 

Café 

Alaska Pine Co had an event for millworker’s children - 690 

children 

 

At the Shops – Toys 

Panda Bears – 2.95 to 7.49      Metal toy cars - .59 

Toy drums - .49                       Rocking horses – 3.95 to 8.95 

Kewpie dolls – 1.35                 Jig saw puzzles - .25 to .89 

Baking set – 1.35                     Chinese checkers - .39 

Walt Disney plastic dishes - .59 to 1.19 

 

Sold Out Very Quickly 

One store which combined electrical goods with some 

general household items found that the customers wanted, 

without question or price, many items that they had not seen 

for many years. Customers were lined up at 7am for an 8:30 

start in order to buy electric clocks, shavers, kettles, irons, 

and tri-lights. Many of the items sold out in about one hour 

while a shipment of doll buggies were all gone in 15 

minutes. One clerk commented that the customers simply 

said, “I’ll have a radio [any radio that is] please”. 

 

 The New and Improved Radio 

Promotions for the 1946 model of the Rogers Majestic Radio 

spoke of a new cabinet, unsurpassed performance, surprising 

features, and new circuits. All of this was possible because, 

as the adverts proclaimed, “revolutionary wartime ideas and 

discoveries” had been incorporated into the upcoming 

model. 

 An Evening Out – To A Dance 

The following offered social evenings on Christmas Eve, 

Christmas Night, New Years Eve, and other dates over the 

holidays. 

*At the “Legion Gardens” there was the Mistletoe Frolic 

with Benny Coe and the Bluebirds or on a separate evening, 

Claude Crocker’s Hurricanes. 

*The Oddfellows Hall (8th St. at Carnarvon) offered events 

on the same nights but their music was not listed. 

 

An Evening Out – To the Movies 

*At the Edison – Here Come the Co-Eds with Abbott and 

Costello 

*At the Sapperton – Delightfully Dangerous with Jane 

Powell 

*At the Odeon – Captain Kidd with Randolph Scott 

*At the Metro – Double Exposure with Chester Morris 

*At the Columbia – State Fair, a movie musical with Dana 

Andrews, Jeanne Crain, and Dick Haymes.  

 

 Advertisement for the Army and Navy Store, New 

Westminster, British Columbian, December 24, 1945. 

“The gleam of the warrior’s armour no longer dims the 

twinkling of the Christmas Star. ‘War, that mad game the 

world so loves to play’, has been relegated once more to the 

limbo of the Forgotten Past. 

As we contemplate the blessing of the first peacetime 

Christmas in many years, let us remember the men who 

fought – and those who died – to defend our freedom. May 

we lay hold of the task of keeping this peace with a strong 

grasp and never lose that hold. 

Families are together again. Ye olde tyme happiness fills the 

home amid the gaiety of holly berries and the glow of 

Christmas candles – let us be merry and content, and in so 

doing, help to perpetuate the age-old sentiment of the 

universe: Peace on Earth, Goodwill Toward Men.” 

 

Advertisement for the BC Electric Company, New 

Westminster, British Columbian, December 24, 1945. 

“In extending to you all our Yuletide Greetings in this first 

year of the Great Peace, we would like to express the sincere 

hope and belief that our services so long impeded by the 

circumstances of war, will be improved and extended to the 

greater good of all in the year to come.” 
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February Meeting 
Wednesday, February 19, 2020, at 7:00 pm, at the New 

Westminster Public Library auditorium, 716 6th Avenue, in 

Uptown New Westminster  

The Heritage Week Theme for 2020: Bringing the 
Past into the Future 

From the BC Heritage Society website comes a quote that 

sets up the importance of our heritage.  “Heritage is our 

legacy from the past, what we live with today, and what we 

pass on to future generations. Our cultural and natural 

heritage are both irreplaceable sources of life and 

inspiration, our touchstone, our reference point, our 

identity.” (UNESCO)    

This presentation will explore the variety of heritage 

resources that are found in the community, area, province 

and so on. It will also include a set of images from the 

city’s history that help to illustrate how the community has 

changed over the decades. 

The Provincial Museum in 1890 

March Meeting 
Wednesday, March 18, 2020 at 7:00 pm at the New 

Westminster Public Library auditorium, 716 6th Avenue, in 

Uptown New Westminster. 

Of Cemetery Tours and Walking Tours: Finding 
the Individual Pieces, the Detailed Storylines, and 
the Background Information, to Create Such 
“Mobile Presentations”. 

This “tour” presentation will look at the ongoing study 

needed to locate and research the information that goes 

together to create stories from a place’s local history. 

Stories may link to specific locations in a town, sites in an 

area, or possibly burial sites in a community graveyard. 

The talk will include examples of this process and how it is 

achieved. [This topic comes from a suggestion by members 

of the Historical Society] 

 Quote From New Westminster’s Past 
The following two articles are from the Mainland Guardian 
newspaper from February 1886. The one headed “Briefs” ran in 
virtually every issue and supplied updates, short announcements 
and reminders.. The shorter of the two offered a simple news story 
on a fire at a Sapperton home.  
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Black History Month 
February 2020 is Black History Month which is dedicated to 
the story of black people in BC through encouragement of 
seeking out their history, connections, locations, research 
materials, sources of information and so on. The following 
paragraph is taken from the website of the BC Black History 
Awareness Society which is prominent in telling this story. 
This website offers lots of connections to look up and there 
are many other places to seek out online.   
 
The British Columbia Black History Awareness Society 

(BCBHAS) celebrates the achievements of Black people in 

British Columbia by creating an awareness of the history 

of Blacks in B.C., stimulating interest in the contributions 

of persons of African ancestry to B.C. and Canada today, 

and celebrating historical and current achievements in the 

arts, education, government, sports, science etc. 

The non-profit Society was formed in February 1994, to 

continue the work started by the British Columbia Black 

History Awareness Committee. Since March 2019 the 

Society is a charity registered with the Canada Revenue 

Agency. 

 
High School Changes 
According to information available, plans are for the new 

“New Westminster Secondary School” to open later in 

2020. There are other plans in the works to develop a 

“farewell” package to recognize all those who were part of 

the NWSS family. The following release comments on 

these plans and encourages people to communicate their 

interest. By the time that read this in the Historical Society 

newsletter the deadline date to be involved will have 

passed, but the information is included here to keep any 

interested folks up to date. 

 

 
 
New Westminster Secondary School (NWSS) Farewell 
Planning Committee 

New Westminster Secondary School (NWSS) is scheduled to 
close in June 2020.  The current historic building, formerly 
known as Vincent Massey Junior and Lester Pearson High 
School, has a long and well established history in our 
community and has faithfully served all the high school students 
in New Westminster for more than 70 years. A new high school 
is being built on the premises and will welcome its first class of 
students in September 2020.  NWSS would like to celebrate the 

important history of this school and the many students, staff and 
teachers who have walked its halls. 

At this time, we are inviting interested volunteers to join in 
planning a Farewell Celebration for the current high school. This 
celebration will honour the current building and will provide an 
opportunity for all to say farewell to an important chapter in New 
Westminster history. A planning committee of community 
members, residents, students past and present, parents, and 
staff of any year will meet several times over the next couple of 
months to plan the event.  We are looking for members to 
provide input and create working subgroups that will help 
carryout the necessary activities to plan and host this exciting 
community event. 

Interested applicants are requested to provide an online 
application by FEBRUARY 14, 2020.  Selected members will 
be contacted by email the following week.  We are looking for a 
mixture of individuals and regret that not all applicants can be 
involved on the planning committee; however, there will be 
ample opportunity for all interested applicants to participate in 
the working subgroups that will be formed in early spring. 

 
A view from 1962 showing the Vincent Massey and Lester Pearson 
portions of the school that today is known as New Westminster 
Secondary School. This school will be replaced in 2020 by a new 
structure that has been under construction for some time.  
 
Major Museum Exhibit 
New at the New Westminster Museum from January 16 to May 31, 
2020  

An Ocean of Peace 
100 Years of Sikhs in New Westminster 

Plan to view this display at the Museum at the Anvil Centre 
Downtown New Westminster 

 
 
 

Snow 
Well, we did have to cancel the January Historical Society 
meeting due to heavy snow. Many other places closed as 
well including the Library itself. We will have to watch how 
the weather turns out for the month of February. If the 
weather does not co-operate we will cancel once more and 
will let you know as before. You can phone the Library to 
find out or if you call the number on the newsletter banner 
you will hear a message telling you whether or not it has 
been cancelled.   
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March Meeting 
Wednesday, March 18, 2020, at 7:00 pm, at the New 

Westminster Public Library auditorium, 716 6th Avenue, in 

Uptown New Westminster  

Of Cemetery Tours and Walking Tours: Finding the 
Individual Pieces, the Detailed Storylines, and the 
Background Information, to Create Such “Mobile 
Presentations”. 

This “tour” presentation will look at the ongoing study needed to 

locate and research the information that goes together to create 

stories from a place’s local history. Stories may link to specific 

locations in a town, sites in an area, or possibly burial sites in a 

community graveyard. Tours can offer a wonderful opportunity 

to learn a great deal about a place and open a person’s eyes to 

the many aspects of the past that remain to be discovered, 

learned from and appreciated. 

The talk will include examples of this process and how it is 

achieved. This presentation is based on the background 

information taken from Archie Miller’s over 50 years of creating 

and presenting both walking and cemetery tours. [This topic 

comes from a suggestion by members of the Historical Society] 

An old postcard of a part of New Westminster which shows the old St 
Peter’s Church without its full steeple, a gas station, and a streetcar. This 
is a view in the downtown area on Columbia near 4th St and Blackwood 
St. A walking tour might use such a visual to show community change 
(circa 1930s). [Our Forgotten Past Collection] 

April Meeting 
Wednesday, April 15, 2020 at 7:00 pm at the New Westminster 

Public Library auditorium, 716 6th Avenue, in Uptown New 

Westminster. 

“The Sapper’s Wife - Motherhood, Madness, and 
Murder In the Royal Engineers’ Camp.” 

Guest speaker Brent Stratichuk will look back to a very sad and 

complicated event in the early years of New Westminster. He 

will look at a mixture of death, community reaction, an aspect of 

health in the very early town, and how this all-but-forgotten 

piece of local history played out in the Royal Engineers’ Camp 

and the New Westminster area.  

This is a view of the Dufferin Street Cemetery in New Westminster. This 
cemetery was started in the first years of the city and was the site of the 
burial of the casualties discussed in Brent Stratichuk’s story.  (NWPL 
#2459 circa 1902) 

Quote From New Westminster’s Past 
The following three articles are taken from the Mainland Guardian 
newspaper from March of 1888. They talk of a very interesting sounding 
visual program at the Herring Opera House, potential plans to sink an 
artesian well in the city, and a discussion of places changing names.  
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The location noted for this well, according to the article, was to be near 
Montreal and Clinton Streets which today would be 4th Avenue and 2nd 
Street. A number of years ago some people tried to find out if this well, 
and a couple of others that had been noted, were successful operations 
in supplying water from such a source. While they did locate some more 
information, they were unable to find out much more that could provide 
an answer. 
 
The next article of the three featured a piece about a program referred to 
as a “fine spectacular entertainment”. This was a promotional 
presentation by a CPR company using “modern” projection equipment, 
modern for the day that is. In a Record newspaper Our Past article on 
this in March of 2018, the authors noted: It would be safe to say that 

this presentation would have been very new for the audiences 

enthralled by the images presented to them. The lantern slide 

projector was known, but in a much smaller format. This 

program, from what we gather from other sources, was of a 

large format and may have been “powered” by a newer oil 

burner, lantern slide technology or an early electric apparatus.  

 
 

 
Marked as being the first CPR train (number 374) in New Westminster in 
December 1887. Note that it is on the waterfront with a vessel at the left 
at the dock. (NWPL # 2278) 
 

The third article from March of 1888 discussed the theme of changing the 
names of places. This happened at one point in our local history when 
Sapperton became North Westminster for a time, but it was eventually 
changed back once again. This has been discussed a number of times in 
our history with 1888, it appears, being one of those occasions.  

 
 
An Old Sign 

  
An old sign for painters J & S Painters in this local area. The photo 
shows the sign standing in a storage area and while a number of 
residents thought they remembered the company nothing factual about it 
could be found. You will have to turn the photo sideways in order to read 
it. Do you remember the J & S Painters? Probably from the 1930s to 
1950s.  
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