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COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION
Wednesday, December 5, 2018, 6:00 p.m.
Committee Room #2, City Hall

MINUTES
VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy
- Chair
Maureen Arvanitidis
- Community Member
John Davies
- Vice-Chair, Community Member
Deane Gurney
- Community Member
Rosanne Hood
- NWHPS Representative
Lauren Neufeld
- Community Member
David Sarraf
- Community Member
REGRETS:
Lynn Radbourne

- Community Member

STAFF:
Emilie Adin
Britney Quail
Rob McCullough
Heather Corbett

- Director of Development Services
- Heritage Planner
- Manager, Museums & Heritage Services
- Committee Clerk

The meeting was called to order at 6:0x p.m.
1.0

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA
MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the agenda of the December 5, 2018 Community Heritage Commission
meeting be adopted.
CARRIED.
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.

Doc#1323219

Community Heritage Commission Minutes
December 5, 2018

Page 1

3

2.0

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

2.1

Adoption of the Minutes of November 14, 2018
MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the minutes of the November 14, 2018 Community Heritage Commission
meeting be amended to include the following change:
• On page 5, Item 5.4, change the wording of the second last paragraph to
include “Mr. McCullough noted that the artist who drew the artwork for
the 2018 colouring contest was found through the Arts Council”; and,
THAT the amended minutes be adopted.
CARRIED.
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.

3.0

PRESENTATIONS

3.1

Introduction to the Director of Development Services, Emilie Adin
Emilie Adin, Director of Development Services, introduced herself, reviewed her
background, and expressed her appreciation to the Commission members for their
service.

3.2

Distinguishability in the Standards & Guidelines
Britney Quail, Heritage Planner, provided a PowerPoint presentation, reviewing
the topic of Distinguishability in the Standards and Guidelines for Conservation of
Historic Places in Canada (S&Gs), including the following information:
• The City of New Westminster adopted the S&Gs in 2008 as a best practice
manual for evaluating heritage projects that come through the City;
• A second edition of the S&Gs were produced in 2010, which is what the
City uses today for evaluation;
• The S&Gs include 14 standards, broken down into the three categories of
Preservation, Rehabilitation, and Restoration;
• The process of approaching a conservation decision-making process;
• Details about Standard 11, which is within the rehabilitation category, and
places emphasis on the new work being compatible with, subordinate to and
distinguishable from the historic place; and,
• Examples of distinguishability within Standard 11.
In response to questions from the Commission, Ms. Quail provided the following
information:
• The distinguishability clause was removed from the Queen’s Park HCA
design guidelines, therefore it would not apply to additions made to the
front or sides of protected houses;
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• Heritage Revitalization Agreements (HRA) in the City refer to the S&Gs,
however HRAs in Queen’s Park should refer to the Design Guidelines first
and then fall back to the S&Gs; and,
• The City has no policy which would require character property owners to
comply to Standard 11; however, design is controlled through the Heritage
Alteration Permit (HAP) process for heritage projects.
The Commission noted the following comments in discussion:
• Other notable buildings to refer to in terms of distinguishability could
include:
o The restoration of the San Francisco Chronicle building;
o Woolworths store in Toronto;
• Distinguishability is hard to define;
• The condo tower proposed with the Holy Trinity HRA, recently reviewed
by the Commission, is an example of Standard 11; and,
• The point in time that a building is restored back to is an important notion
to consider, and this decision is often derived from the value of the building
and its story.
4.0

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

4.1

218 Queen’s Avenue – Heritage Revitalization Agreement Update
Britney Quail, Heritage Planner, reviewed the December 5, 2018 staff
memorandum in regards to the Heritage Revitalization Agreement for 218
Queen’s Avenue, noting that the Commission had already supported the HRA in
principle at the May 29, 2018 meeting.
Ms. Quail noted that the Memorandum included the Statements of Significance
and Heritage Conservation Plans for the two additional houses to be located on the
property, and asked the Commission for their feedback on the appropriateness of
the work proposed.
In response to questions from the Commission, Ms. Quail provided the following
information:
• The two additional houses selected for the site had to adhere to fairly
specific site constraints and maneuverability limitations on the back of the
property; and,
• The new houses have already been secured and would likely be moved in to
place shortly.
The Commission noted that it is very suitable that the two houses are so
compatible with each other.
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MOVED AND SECONDED
THAT the Community Heritage Commission support the appropriateness of the
houses selected to be relocated as part of the proposed Heritage Revitalization
Agreement at 218 Queen’s Avenue ; and,
THAT the Community Heritage Commission support the heritage restoration work
proposed for each house in their respective Heritage Conservation Plans, and that
these plans be included in the Heritage Revitalization Agreement for 218 Queen’s
Avenue.
CARRIED
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motions.
5.0

NEW BUSINESS

6.0

REPORTS AND INFORMATION

6.1

Commission Request for Information: A.W. McLeod Building – 618
Carnarvon Street
Britney Quail, Heritage Planner, reviewed the December 5, 2018 staff
memorandum in regards to the A.W. McLeod building at 618 Carnarvon Street,
noting that the redevelopment proposal for the building had not come before the
Community Heritage Commission for review because it did not fit the criteria for
consideration by the Commission.
Ms. Quail also noted that staff had reviewed the building for heritage value during
the application process, and the building was not deemed to have sufficient
integrity or remaining heritage value to be forwarded to the Community Heritage
Commission for further consideration or comment.
In response to questions from the Commission, Ms. Quail provided the following
information:
• The Columbia Street Historic District includes properties within the
parameters of Columbia Street to the waterfront and 8th Street to 4th Street;
and,
• The Bent Court Special Study Area is an area defined in the OCP as west of
Sixth Street and south of Seventh Avenue, which contains a high volume of
heritage assets.

6.2

Irving House Restoration Update
Rob McCullough, Manager, Museums & Heritage Services, provided the
Commission with an update on the ongoing restoration work at Irving House,
noting the following:

Doc#1323219

Community Heritage Commission Minutes
December 5, 2018

Page 4

6

• The next step in the process would be to restore the fence to match its
appearance in 1900; and,
• The fence is being recreated from images from 1900, and some timber from
the Arenex would be repurposed for this work.
6.3

General Inquiries from the Commission
a) 413 Fourth Street Removal from Queen’s Park Heritage Conservation
Area (HCA)
In response to questions from the Commission about the removal of 413 Fourth
Street from the Queen’s Park HCA, Britney Quail, Heritage Planner, provided
the following information:
• The property was evaluated through the HCA limited study category and
received a heritage merit score of 4 out of 9;
• Based on photographs, past renovations to the property had altered the form
of the original dwelling significantly, and it was not deemed to qualify for
the HCA;
• Because the property was removed from the HCA, the owners could apply
for a demolition permit, with no HAP or further heritage review needed;
• If a new house was built on the property, it would need to be compliant
with the HCA Design Guidelines and would have a 0.5 FSR, which would
be smaller than the current house; and,
• If a new owner wished to designate the house, they would be able to build
to 0.7 FSR; however this would require an OCP amendment, which is a
more expensive process, and it would be a decision of Council to re-protect
the property.
b) Other City Neighbourhoods to be Designated as Heritage Conservation
Areas
In response to a question from the Commission in regards to information
concerning other areas of the City that may be viable candidates for Heritage
Conservation Areas, Councillor Jaimie McEvoy noted that he would provide a
follow-up by email before the next Commission meeting.
c) Follow-up on CHC’s Motion re Landfill and Salvage Material
Britney Quail, Heritage Planner, advised that staff are providing staff analysis
and drafting a report for Council in the New Year, and would report back to the
Commission.
Councillor McEvoy noted that a similar initiative had been provided within the
City’s newly adopted Environmental Action Plan, which is currently at the
draft implementation plan stage, and the heritage perspective could be
incorporated.
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d) Internal Street Naming
Britney Quail, Heritage Planner, inquired whether the Commission would be
interested in reviewing the naming of streets that are found on the interior of
Townhouse and Row House developments, as per the City’s normal naming
process. The Commission agreed this role would fall within its scope.
6.4

Demolition Permit Applications Issued as of May 22, 2018:
ADDRESS
2239 LONDON ST
907 DUBLIN ST
217 ST PATRICK ST
732 FIFTH ST

YEAR BUILT
1948
1934
1909
1911

NEIGHBOURHOOD
CONNAUGHT HEIGHTS
KELVIN
QUEEN’S PARK
GLENBROOKE NORTH

7.0

CORRESPONDENCE

7.1

New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter (November)
MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the correspondence items be received for information.
CARRIED.
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.

8.0

NEXT MEETING

8.1

Next Meeting Date: Wednesday, January 9, 2018 at 6:00 p.m., in Committee
Room #2, or at the call of the Chair.

9.0

ADJOURNMENT

ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
Certified correct,

Councillor Jaimie McEvoy
Chair
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Nwhistsoc@Senseofhistory.com

January Meeting

February Meeting

Wednesday, January 16, 2019, at 7:30 pm at Century House, in
the Spruce Room, 620 8th Street, New Westminster

Wednesday, February 20, 2019, at 7:30 pm at Century House,
in the Spruce Room, 620 8th Street, New Westminster

Some Miscellaneous New Westminster Historical
Photos to Start the New Year

For Heritage Week: Heritage: The Tie That Binds

Once again, the Historical Society will start off the year with a
program of miscellaneous historical photographs. Among the
choices this year will be fires in the city’s history including the
Great Fire of 1898. New Westminster has a history filled with
fires, many of which clearly altered the course of development
of a portion of the city or the overall city itself. The selection
of fire images in the January presentation will include blazes at
Westminster Paper, the Provincial Exhibition, Pacific Coast
Terminals, the Rayonier Mill, and Richard McBride School,
along with a number of other smaller fires (smaller in terms of
the effect on the city).
If time allows a few other non-fire images will be included
from the history of the city such as those from a few requests
like streetcars in city neighbourhoods, the brickyard in the
Glen ravine, and the agricultural fields of the BC Penitentiary.

The theme for Heritage Week for the year 2019 is Heritage:
The Tie That Binds and from the Heritage BC website we read
of this theme – Heritage reaches back in time to tell stories of
our near and distant past, to describe our present and to foretell
our future.
These stories are the threads that interweave memory, culture,
place, and practice. As we listen and learn, gaining knowledge
from elders and experiences, richer stories are told, and
cultures are described. A complex, inter-connected world is
revealed, as people and places are woven into a detailed
tapestry of history and heritage.
This presentation will look at examples of local stories that go
together to make up what becomes the chronicle of the local
community.
Quote From New Westminster’s Past
The new year of 1881 had dawned with many items in the town’s
newspaper, the Mainland Guardian, early in the month (January 5) with
the following two amongst them. There was a well received party and
dance at Burrard Inlet and a near tragedy on the Brunette River.

A smoky view of the fire at the Pacific Coast Terminals site on the New
Westminster waterfront in August of 1979. (NWPL #2154)

A street car parked on Front St at Begbie St. Circa 1902 (NWPL #884)
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The Loss of a History/Heritage Friend

A 160 Year Landmark For New Westminster In 2019

News reached us near the end of the year of the passing of a great
friend to history and heritage of this province with strong, long lasting
connections to the Lower Mainland and New Westminster. Greg Evans,
of the Victoria area of Vancouver Island, spoke a number of times to
the Historical Society, visited the local museums and archives on
occasions, took part in a lively city and cemetery tour many years ago.
Greg had a great interest in history with a favourite topic being beer
and the stories of its creation, manufacture, people involved, and any
and all bits and pieces of its past as found in community information,
newspapers, and archival collections.

It was back in 1859, 160 years ago, that the City of New Westminster
was founded. During this current year, 2019, there will be some other
links to this formative year that will appear in the newsletter. For today,
under the headings “A site for the capital” and “the Royal City” are two
notations for 1859, taken from the City’s time line as it appears on the
New Westminster Public Library history/heritage website.

Archie Miller, long time historian, curator and archivist in the New
Westminster area and friend of Greg’s for many decades, noted that
among all the things that they worked on together were the overall
history of museums and their “cabinets of curiosities” and the study of
the making of BC beer. This latter topic was covered in a day long
group bus tour of the Fraser Valley visiting hop history locations, seeing
cemeteries and the resting places of those prominently involved, and
passing along facts, figures and links to beer history. This, all part, of
increasing the interest in craft beer.

The first residence was built by W J Armstrong. The first religious
service was held (Wesleyan Methodist). The first sale of town lots was
held. The first school was built at the Royal Engineers’ Camp.
Surveying the site was progressing “as fast as the weather will permit.”

A Couple of Beer Items For Greg Evans

Colonel Moody gave his reasons for selecting the site of “New
Westminster” as the capital of the Colony. This siting of the capital was
Proclaimed by the Governor.

The new town: the Capital, was named New Westminster. The name
was chosen by Queen Victoria. (formerly the town was known as
Queensborough or Queenborough). From this naming by the Queen,
the city gained its nickname, “the Royal City.”

A Sapperton Wedding from 1881
A news clipping from the January 12, 1881 issue of the Mainland
Guardian told of a wedding at St Mary’s Church in Sapperton. This
account in its wonderful detail falls nicely into the story of this historical
church and even adds another item to the history of the Royal
Engineers’ who are so much a part of this structure.

A scene of the demolition of the Labatt brewery in Sapperton in 2006.
This is now the site of the new and increasing, Brewery District. (Photo
from the Our Forgotten Past collection)

Two local beer advertisements from April 1879 as noted in the local
press, the Mainland Guardian, of the day.

St Mary the Virgin Anglican Church, Sapperton. View is of a painting of
the church circa 1892. (NWPL #1014)
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December
Hello everyone. This is a second notice to remind you that we
are not having a meeting in December. Century House closes
early during the time period that would include our December
meeting date so the decision was made to cancel the meeting
rather than trying to promote an earlier date.

Nwhistsoc@Senseofhistory.com

The 1968 fire in the photograph below is at the Metropolitan Store that
was in the 600 block of Columbia St at the McKenzie St corner. The
dark window at the left edge of the image features a sign for a very
important business that was located next to the Metropolitan Store and
which was also destroyed in this blaze. This business was the Stride
Photographic Studio. (NWPL photo #1682)

Remember meeting cancelled – No meeting in December.
See you in the New Year in January 2019

January Meeting
Wednesday, January 16, 2019, at 7:30 pm at Century House, in
the Spruce Room, 620 8th Street, New Westminster
Some Miscellaneous New Westminster Historical
Photos to Start the New Year
Once again, the Historical Society will start off the year with a
program of miscellaneous historical photographs. Among the
choices this year will be fires in the city’s history including the
Great Fire of 1898. New Westminster has a history filled with
fires, many of which clearly altered the course of development
of a portion of the city or the overall city itself. The selection
of fire images in the January presentation will include blazes at
Westminster Paper, the Provincial Exhibition, Pacific Coast
Terminals, the Rayonier Mill, and Richard McBride School,
along with a number of other smaller fires (smaller in terms of
the effect on the city).

Quote From New Westminster’s Past
This series of short items is taken from a December 1864 issue of the
British Columbian. The early papers frequently had information such as
this in regular columns as they kept the communities aware of the
activities of their own towns, local residents, and various prominent
individuals of the colony or province as the case might have been. Here
we have a church comment, an update on the weather and the river,
some political Christmas news, and holiday plans and greetings from
the paper itself.

If time allows a few other non-fire images will be included
from the history of the city such as those from a few requests
like streetcars in city neighbourhoods, the brickyard in the
Glen ravine, and the agricultural fields of the BC Penitentiary.

A fire from 1974 at the Fraternal Centre on Royal Avenue. A lot of
materials of importance to a number of fraternal organizations were lost
to this fire. The photograph was taken from the Royal Towers Hotel of
the fire between 6th and 7th streets on Royal. St Paul’s Church is just
visible in from the right edge of the photo. (NWPL photo #1140)
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Of Christmastime

A Woodward’s Department Store (New Westminster) Santa Claus
button circa 1960 (Our Forgotten Past collection)

An advertisement for a Christmas dinner, a free Christmas dinner, to be
supplied by J W Hennessy of the Holbrook House hotel. This is from
the Mainland Guardian newspaper of December 25, 1878. And yes, the
paper did publish on the 25th. (Our Forgotten Past collection)

A simple ‘scenic’ Christmas card probably from the 1940s to mid
1950s. (Our Forgotten Past collection)

A
Very Merry Christmas
and

Best Wishes for the New Year
Health Wealth and Happiness
An editorial comment from Christmas of 1888, December 29, from the
Mainland Guardian newspaper, New Westminster (Our Forgotten Past
collection)

for 2019
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From New Westminster’s First Christmas: 1859
The following is taken from the words of Reverend John
Sheepshanks of the Church of England and acting chaplain
of the Royal Engineers, who was in New Westminster for
the city’s first Christmas.

c/o 1405–69 Jamieson Court
New Westminster, BC V3L 5R3
604-526-6113
Nwhistsoc@Senseofhistory.com

Special Issue #66

December 2018

From Christmas Presentations Past
The following are a sample taken from the research
preparations that have gone into many years of
Christmas / Holiday programming under the Historical
Society, Our Forgotten Past and A Sense of History

A New Year’s Event in 1862

Dedicated to all who have supported and encouraged
the New Westminster Historical Society over the years.
And a special thank you to Eileen Turner and Dale
Miller who give of their time and effort to keep the
group’s membership lists up to date.

A Happy Christmas to All
And

A Wonderful New Year
In 2019

From the December 27, 1862 issue of the British Columbian
newspaper, we see that this church was starting off the year in a
quest for a new musical instrument for the church.

A Christmas Postcard from the Early 1900s

A Victorian Christmas image with a tree lighted by candles standing
up on a table surrounded by people, mainly young, gazing at the
shining glow of decorations and light.
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To the Royal Columbian Hospital of 1891
“Generous Citizens
The directors of the Royal Columbian Hospital acknowledge
with thanks the following presents which were left at that
institution during Christmas week as presents for the
patients: Judge Bole, three turkeys, box of apples and box of
oranges; Reichenbach & Co. three chickens; Capt.
Pittendrigh, plum pudding; P. Bilodeau, turkey; Mr. West,
box of oranges and three bottles of wine; Kennedy Bros., box
of oranges; Mrs. Harvey, sweet cakes; D.S. Curtis, box of
apples; Mrs. Langridge, box of apples and a turkey; J.
Morrison, two boxes of apples.”
From a late December 1891 issue of the Daily Columbian comes this
thank you to local citizens.

From December of 1883, an interesting piece on shops and their
products was featured in the Mainland Guardian.

An Irving House Christmas Tree in the old style

First After World War II
From the British Columbian newspaper editorial of Christmas Eve,
December 24, 1945

“It’s the first peacetime Christmas after six years of war and
if it is not all that fancy painted at least it is infinitely better
than any of its recent predecessors. To many thousands of
Canadians, to millions of others, the dominant feature of this
Christmas is absence of the fear that overshadowed their
homes, fear of the knowledge that their men and women in
the services overseas were in danger. For six years that
spectre sat at the festive board, was in the back of the mind
amid the gaiety of Yuletide. It has gone for those to whom it
was only a fear; for others it has been translated into a
personal tragedy for which the passage of time is the only
solace.
Although there is still great trouble abroad on this old earth,
the carnage has ceased. For that reason it is permissible to
cast aside for a time concern over the miseries of mankind; it
is now not incongruous to wish one another a Merry
Christmas; it is above all possible to hope for the arrival
some day of that state of peace on earth to men of goodwill.”

A Christmas advertisement from 1882
[All items used in this newsletter are taken from the Our Forgotten
Past collection.]
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