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COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION

Minutes

December 2, 2015 6:00 p.m.

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:

Councillor Jaime McEvoy
Councillor Lorrie Williams
Roger Nottingham

John Davies

Wayne Janzen

Robert Johnson

Lynn Radbourne

Barry White

Catherine Hutson

Committee Room #2

MINUTES

- Chair

- City Council

- Community Member
- Community Member
- Community Member
- Community Member
- Community Member
- Community Member
- Heritage Preservation

VOTING MEMBERS REGRETS:

Sajan Mann

GUESTS:

Kirsten Sutton
Mark Wittig
Alana Zysblat
Katherine Kosman

STAFF:

Rob McCullough
Julie Schueck
Debbie Johnstone

- Community Member

- D3 Designs

- Basil Restoration

- AnceBuilding Services
- Home Owner

- Manager, Cultural Services
- Heritage Planner
- Committee Clerk

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m.

| 1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

The following item was added to the agenda:



e |tem 5.4 — Update on Irving House

2.0

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

2.1

2.2

Adoption of the Minutes of June 3, 2015

MOVED and SECONDED

THAT the minutes of the June 3, 2015 Community Heritage Commission be adopted.
CARRIED.

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.

Adoption of the Minutes of October 7, 2015

MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the minutes of the October 7, 2015 Community Heritage Commission be
adopted.

CARRIED.
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.

| 3.0

PRESENTATIONS

3.1

205 Clinton Place: Proposed Heritage Revitalization Agreement

Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner, outlined details of the Heritage Revitalization
Agreement (HRA) as summarized in the report dated December 2, 2015.

Alana Zysblat, Ance Building Services, provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding
the history and proposed restoration of 205 Clinton Place.

In response to questions from the Commission, Ms. Zysblat provided the following
information:

e The property has a non-conforming lot size;

e The home would be temporarily raised for the addition of the basement. Once
completed, the home would return to its original height;

e The window well adheres to City code and is designed to increase natural light;

e Enclosing the porch would provide additional light to the home and allows for
more true living space;

e The gable ceiling would be built to provide a clean roof line for the home;

e A window would need to be removed to allow for the gable ceiling;

e The home would be painted with a historically appropriate colour scheme; and,



e Improving the cladding, shingles, and siding would restore the historical
elements of the heritage home.

Although it was noted that the open porch is a heritage defining element, the project
was encouraged by all members of the Commission.

MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the Community Heritage Commission recommend the Heritage Revitalization

project as presented.
CARRIED.
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.

| 4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS |
There were no items.
|50 NEW BUSINESS |
5.1  Historic-based Landscaping

Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner, summarized the memo dated December 2, 2015 with
respect to a resident’s request for the Commission’s advice regarding historically-
appropriate plants and landscaping for a heritage house constructed in the 1890s.

Discussion ensued, and the Commission provided the following comments:

e |t was suggested that climbing roses, lilacs, daises, and a combination of low
flowering plants with a vegetable garden could be historically appropriate plants;

e Decorative grasses could be too modern for the home;

e Period fencing was suggested as part of the landscape design;

e Additional ideas could come from reference books in the City archive, Butchart
or VanDusen Gardens, or the Horticultural Society;

o Brecks, a company from Mills, Ontario, provides home owners with period
appropriate landscaping and plant options; and,

e |t was suggested that there could be a link on the City website that directs
heritage home owners to these resource areas.



5.2

5.3

5.4

CHC 2016 Member Recruitment

Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner, informed the Commission that the Committee Member
Recruitment deadline was November 20, 2015. Late applications would still be
accepted, and the Commission was encouraged to apply if they had not already done so.
Ms. Schueck reported that an interest was expressed from several professional
architects and builders in the area, which could benefit the Commission.

CHC Meetings dates for 2016

Councillor McEvoy, Chair, approved the schedule for the Community Heritage
Commission’s 2016 meeting dates.

Update on Irving House

Rob McCullough, Manager, Cultural Services, reported that Irving House is scheduled
for colour updating, as well as authenticating the furniture and decor to be reflective of
the property’s time frame. Mr. McCullough provided the following information:

e Inthe early 1990s, the house was painted various colours utilized during the time
frame between 1865-1890;

e Over the years, work has been completed to restore the home to the earliest time
period; however, this would have required changing some key features in the
home;

e The goal of updating the home is to identify a specific decade and ensure that
every room in the house is authentic to that era;

e Staff has decided on a period in the late 1890s, with the anomalies of electricity
and plumbing in the house;

e Work has been completed at Irving House to regulate temperature, and monitor
the humidity levels;

e Exterior repairs would be required prior to painting; A common colour scheme
for this time period would include dark and light greens, different variations of
grey and a light blue for the ceiling and porch;

e Different colours would be used on the brick sections on the house to provide
contrast;

e Painting is expected to begin in spring 2016;

e Anything on the exterior of the house that cannot be retained would be replaced
with the proper materials that align with the appropriate time period; and,

e The railing on the porch is currently blocked off for safety reasons. Cabling may
be added so visitors are able to better utilize the porch space.



Following questions from the Commission, Mr. McCullough clarified the following
information:

e The Irving House will continue to be on the heritage tour for New Westminster;

e Most furniture in the house is appropriate for the 1890s timeframe;

e Additional furniture and décor not fitting in that timeframe would be moved into the
archive collection or deaccessioned ; and,

e Plexi Glass could be considered to meet the required safety standards and maintain
the original railing on the porch.

The Commission did not express concerns regarding the proposed changes. The
Commission suggested that a future Community Heritage Commission meeting be held
at the Irving House.

REPORTS AND INFORMATION

6.1

City Heritage Program — Verbal Update (Standing Item)

Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner, advised that the Queens Park Neighbourhood Heritage
Study has one final meeting before its work is completed. With respect to the Speak Up
About Heritage meeting, Ms. Schueck advised that the event was a success, with over
80 people in attendance. The community expressed support for additional heritage
retention options. Ms. Schueck noted that an update regarding the event would be
brought forward to Council.

With respect to heritage plaques, Ms. Schueck advised that the City is considering using
materials other than bronze in order to prevent theft.

Discussion ensued, and the Commission suggested that granite, wood, slate, hammered
tin or forged iron could be utilized for new heritage plaques. The Commission further
suggested that the City investigate what other cities, such as Victoria, utilize for their
heritage plaques.

Procedural Note: Item 6.2 was discussed prior to item 6.1

6.2

Demolition Permits Issued

Julie Schueck, Heritage and Community Planner, advised that the following
demolition permits were issued between October 7 and November 20, 2015:

ADDRESS YEAR NEIGHBOURHOOD DATE ISSUED
BUILT
507 Blackford St 1902  Queen's Park November 18, 2015



1514 London St
732 Fourth St
1920 London St
2034 Ninth Ave
1504 Sixth Ave
217 Howes St
302 Fifth St

In response to questions from the Commission, Ms. Schueck explained that she thought
the demolition permit issued for 302 Fifth Street was only for the garage portion of the

1944
1924
1943
1947
1949
1938
1940

West End

Glenbrooke North

West End

Connaught Heights

Brow of the Hill
Queensborough
Queen's Park

November 18, 2015

October 28, 2015
October 23, 2015
October 21, 2015
October 29, 2015
October 30, 2015
October 23, 2015

home.
| 7.0 CORRESPONDENCE
7.1  National Trust for Canada letter
This item was deferred to the January 6, 2016 meeting.
|80 NEXT MEETING
8.1  January 6, 2016 (in Committee Room No. 2) 6:00 p.m. or at the call of the Chair
|90 ADJOURNMENT

ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 7:19 p.m.

Councillor McEvoy

Chair

Certified correct,

Debbie Johnstone
Committee Clerk
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Heritage Day 2016: Suggestions Please

The Heritage Day Theme for 2016 is Distinctive Destinations,
Experience Historic Places. The Historical Society program in
February will follow this theme by looking at interesting
places with historical connections in New Westminster as well
as comments on some favourite special spots in BC. What are
your favourite New Westminster and BC sites?

This presentation will be assembled in January 2016 so send
along any suggestions by mid-January. Love to hear from you.
Examples include Irving House, local museums, cemeteries,
the old BC Penitentiary call-inbell and .....................

Another Royal Reminder

This button of the Royal Family is purported to have been
made during the 1950s, possibly near the time of the
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. On this button, Elizabeth, as
a young girl is on the right. This piece is small, about 4 cm,
and not in particularly good condition. You may have a similar
item in a drawer or box of keepsakes. [OFP Collection]

Stanley Park’s Secret

A book by historian Jean Barman tells the story of a part of
Park’s Secret, The Forgotten Families of Whoi Whoi, Kanaka
Ranch, and Brockton Point, Harbour Publishing, 2005, this is a
book well worth reading. There is a lot to the history of this
famous park and this publication adds some fascinating
background material.

From its cover we read: “Officially opened in 1888, Stanley
Park was born alongside the city of Vancouver, so it is easy to
assume that the park was a pristine wilderness when it was
first created. But, no, it was imposed on existing ways of life.
Aboriginal people lived at the villages of Whoi Whoi, now
Lumberman’s Arch, and nearby Chaythoos. Indigenous
Hawaiians had settled at Kanaka Ranch, just outside the park’s
boundary. Others resided at Brockton Point on the park’s
eastern tip. Only in 1958 would the last of these families be
forced out of their homes and the park returned to its supposed
‘pristine’ character.”

BC Museums Association in New Westminster

The BCMA will be holding its annual conference in this city
from October 25 to 27, 2015. 1t is titled Ebb and Flow:
Navigating Societal Trends and Expectations and it will draw
many of its attendees from around BC and elsewhere. The
Royal City will have a lot of guests to our community over the
days of the conference. To find out more contact the New
Westminster Museum and Archives or go online to the
association’s website at <www.museumsassn.bc.ca>

More for St. Ann’s Academy and St. Louis College

A photograph taken on the front steps of St. Ann’s Academy.
This Library photo is circa 1934. NWPL #3373

This photograph was taken on the stairs at the front of the
Oblate Residence which was next to St. Louis College on
Blackwood St. (see photo on front page of newsletter.) This
Library photo is circa 1907. NWPL #997.

An Advert From October 31, 1888 Mainland Guardian
House for Sale
Mrs Emma Gold

Offers her

Beautiful Residence

Situate on

Royal Avenue
Opposite to Captain Irving’s

The Nob Hill of New Westminster

On

Reasonable Terms
Apply direct to Mrs Emma Gold
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New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter

c/o 1405-69 Jamieson Court New Westminster, BC V3L 5R3  604-526-6113 Nwhistsoc(@ Senseothistory.com

Number 426 November 2015

Historical Society Meetings

November Meeting
Wednesday, November 18, 2015, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium

A Look at Historical Fiction and Some Local
Examples

This presentation will discuss historical fiction — what it is,
how it is created, what to watch out for and the positives and
negatives of the genre. These can be interesting stories and the
program will bring a number of examples with connections to
British Columbia. Other prominent examples will be noted as
well and there will be suggestions from Historical Society
members. The program might just offer suggestions of books
for Christmas giving.

December Meeting
Wednesday, December 16, 2015, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium

A Christmas Collection: Local Stories and Requested
Favourites

This program will include a mix of Christmas information,
images, stories, historical items, and seasonal readings, used in
Historical Society evenings over the past decades. Many of
these have been requested by members of the group. This will
be a wonderful collection of materials all appropriate for the
holiday season of Christmas and New Year’s.

A Christmas postcard showing an earlier view
of Columbia St surrounded by seasonal holly.
(Our Forgotten Past Collection)

Heritage Day 2016: Reminder for Suggestions

The Heritage Day Theme for 2016 is Distinctive Destinations,
Experience Historic Places. The Historical Society program in
February will follow this theme by looking at interesting
places with historical connections in New Westminster as well
as comments on some favourite special spots in BC. What are
your favourite New Westminster and BC sites?

This presentation will be assembled in January 2016 so send
along any suggestions by mid-January. Love to hear from you.
Examples include Irving House, local museums, cemeteries,
the old BC Penitentiary call-in belland .....................

Quote From New Westminster’s Past

In the November 8, 1865 issue of the British Columbian
newspaper we find this wonderful piece about a popular
vegetable, then as now. For those who wonder what vegetables
they had in the 1860s, here is the answer for this one.

A Mammoth Cauliflower — We acknowledge with peculiar
satisfaction the receipt of a cauliflower, from Mr John Vine of
this city, the weight of which, after being divested of its
garbage, was 12 pounds, and the circumference was 44 inches.
This is, altogether, one of the finest horticultural specimens we
have seen, none the less so from the circumstance of our
having enjoyed the opportunity of tasting its flavour which is
afier all the most practical consideration. We wish Mr Vine
that success which his skill and application in horticultural
pursuits entitle him.

The New Westminster City Market, circa 1906 on the city waterfront at
Lytton Square. This would be the place to show off a “monster
cauliflower”. (NWPL photo #1009)

Of Remembrance Day

In the months leading up to Remembrance Day there were a
number of requests for information on the cenotaph in New
Westminster and its previous location. There was also a
question concerning the “Rolls of Honour” that were viewed
during Sapperton Days in the entrance to the Knox Church.

The following is part of an Our Past column from the Royal
City Record of November 8, 2013. (Used by permission)

The cenotaph in front of City Hall has been in this location
since the new City Hall opened there in 1953. Prior to this the
Remembrance Day or Armistice Day parades proceeded to
two other sites.

The first site was near the corner of Columbia Street at
McBride Blvd, while the second was at the north end of the
Pattullo Bridge. Stories of Remembrance Days at these
locations describe large crowds of citizens, many groups of
veterans and others with military links, ofien a band leading
the large contingent of people, and at the earlier events,
military officers on horseback.
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The “rolls of honour” or “honour rolls” were lists, separate
from those on a cenotaph, of those who had participated in a
conflict, usually in World Wars I and II, but they could be for
other wars as well. While occasionally these were in the
entrance of a large business or industry, they were usually
found in churches, schools, libraries, fraternal halls, town or
city halls, and obviously, armouries.

Some of these still hang in these locations, while others have
been taken down and stored away. Many have found their way
to the New Westminster Museum and Archives, or similar
institution in other towns, for safekeeping.

What do these “honour rolls” show? They show the names of
those who served, noting particularly those who died. These
are valuable items that are often sought out by those working
on their family tree. While these lists are well known to most
members of an older generation, they can be unfamiliar but
eye-opening to others.

WANTED !

500 MEN to winter
in New Westminster,
not to make roads for
the Government, but
to come and spend
their money with J.
T. Scott; at the Pio-
neer Saloon, in play-
ing Billiards, drinking
good Whisky, and in-
dulging in an occa-

sional « Weed.”

J.T. 8. would intimate to his
friends and the travelling pub-
lic that he is again established
on the old corner, where he will
be happy to see all who will fa-
vor him with a call, as he has
licen at great expense in fitting
up his Billiard Saloon, which is
second to none in the Colony ;
and to keep pace with the times_
he has determined to reduce the
price of Billiards to 12% cents
per game.  Best Wines and Li-
quors 123 cents.  Segars, 20cts.

JONN T. SCOTT.

An advertisement from November of 1865
from the British Columbian newspaper

A Sapperton Drugstore Artifact

This small medicine bottle is from a Sapperton druggist, a
well-known family in the area. The bottle is for Aromatic
Cascara, a laxative. The label is clean and bright which allows
us to see how the cascara was to be used and also to easily
identify the drugstore and pharmacist. The bottle has been
identified as probably being from the 1930s to 1950s. The
bottle is about 12 cm tall (or just under 5 inches). (Our Forgotten
Past collection)

By
1 Ropg To

\ﬁa H.E.SCLATER
| %‘;?(’G‘Sg«qﬂf

Close up view of label on bottle.
Artifacts, Archives and Such

The newsletter will feature a series of objects with local
historical connections in the coming months. Questions about
such items are quite common as people might have a piece at
home, perhaps left from an earlier generation, sometimes with
a story attached, sometimes not. Besides artifacts, some items
of an archival nature will also be included. Of all the questions
asked of these things the most common are “where was this
store?, how long was it there?, how can I find out more about
it?” Thank you for the suggestion to show such items.
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There are many different thoughts on the literary genre of
Historical Fiction and checking online for comments,
suggestions, opinions, and so on, will certainly leave you
with a new appreciation of what it is. A basic description is
that Historical Fiction is a story usually set firmly in a
defined historical period, often having a real historical event
or person, for instance, involved, frequently incorporating
other historical situations, characters, or items, and including
creative writing of imagined scenarios between ‘“actual”
people and events and other fictional characters and events.
It is important that all of this be credible, accurate,
appropriate, and leave the reader with an “authentic” feeling
towards the story. It is, of course, fiction but if done well it
allows the reader to enjoy the work as something that “could
have occurred” in that other time and place. This newsletter
highlights some examples of works of Historical Fiction that
draw strong connections to areas easily recognized as being
British Columbia.

Special Issue #59

Early New Westminster, circa 1865. Using your imagination go for a
walk on the hillside, look at the landscape. What is it like? Stop up on
the hill and look back over the river. What vessels do you see? The
hill is likely muddy and wet — is it difficult to get around? Who do you
see on the streets? What is happening on the waterfront? In
Historical Fiction you use actual history (the photo) and you add your
storyline. You meet someone on your walk so think - what do you
say in greeting or conversation? (Our Forgotten Past Collection)

Online for Historical Fiction

There are, for you to explore, very many sites online dealing
with Historical Fiction: discussions, lists, critiques, ‘best of’
lists, and much more. Here are four examples to check out
[as of October 22, 2015]:

https://historicalnovelsociety.org

*****Large site of the Historical Novel Society

www. historicalnovels.info

*E*F*List of 5000 historical novels listed by time and place
www.goodreads.com

#Hkx*Huge list of titles

www.canadashistory.ca

***%%0On the Canada History website, Canadian titles

At The New Westminster Public Library

As of October 22, 2015 the Public Library’s online catalogue
was showing 1183 titles under Historical Fiction.

Some Historical Fiction With “Local”’ Connections

A Man Called Moses, The Curious Life of
Wellington Delaney Moses

Bill Gallaher, TouchWood Editions, Victoria, 2003

The lead character is well known in BC history. Wellington
Moses was a black man, a barber, known in Victoria and in
Barkerville, where he was prominent and well-loved. Among
other things, Moses “played a crucial role in Judge Begbie’s
famous case against James Barry, murderer of Charlie
Blessing”. This is a great story of gold rush life in British
Columbia.

Voyages of Hope, The Saga of the Bride Ships
Peter Johnson, TouchWood Editions, Victoria, 2002

The story of the young women of the bride ships to British
Columbia in 1862 is told by re-creating the narrative of the
characters. We read: “Why had these women left everything
behind in England to come to the colonies of the West
Coast? The answers lie in the horrible disruptions of
industrial Britain, the conflicting aims of earnest Christians
and early feminists, and the lusty turmoil of a gold rush
frontier. All three elements shaped this complex and
intriguing true story.”

Snow-Coming Moon

Stan Evans, Horsdahl and Schubart, Victoria, 1997

The story finds its principle character, Decker, a lawman, in
the Chilcotin region of 1864 British Columbia and what is
known today as the “Waddington Massacre”. We read: “The
lovely but puzzling Isabel, who came from England on one
of the bride ships, feisty old Bushrat Wright, and Decker, the
quiet observer with a mysterious past of his own, take centre
stage in this fast-paced story about a real-life tragedy in the
pioneer era.”
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