
 

 
 

ARTS COMMISSION 
 

Thursday, March 9, 2017, 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall, Committee Room #2 

 
MINUTES 

 
VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Mary Trentadue - Chair, City Council Member                         
Tony Antonias - Community Member 
John Davies  - Community Based Arts Sector Representative 
Eryne Donahue - Education Sector Representative 
Isabel Mendenhall - Community Based Arts Sector Representative 
Vesna Maljkovic - Community Member 
Kelly Proznick - Community Member 
Katey Wright - Community Member 
Trudy Van Dop - Community Member 
Stephen O’Shea - New Westminster Arts Council Representative 
Chelsea Carlson - Community Based Arts Sector Representative 
Manuela Costantino - Douglas College Representative 
 
VOTING MEMBERS REGRETS: 
Howard Dai - Youth Representative 
Natasha Hefford - Community Member 
Jessica Schneider - Professional Arts and Culture Sector Representative 
 
GUESTS PRESENT: 
Nazanin Shoja - BC Culture Days 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Kristina Fiedrich - Arts Programmer 
Biliana Velkova - Arts Coordinator 
JoAnn Tosh - Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:35 p.m. 
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1.0 HOUSEKEEPING 
 
1.1 Committee Orientation 
 

JoAnn Tosh, Committee Clerk, provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding the 
Committee Orientation.  Ms. Tosh provided an overview of the Rules of Conduct, 
Respectful Workplace and Human Rights Policy, and the Social Media Policy.  
 

1.2 Oath of Office 
 
JoAnn Tosh, Committee Clerk, administered the Oath of Office to the Committee 
members. 
 

1.3 Appointment of Vice-Chair 
 

Mary Trentadue, Chair, requested volunteers to serve as the Vice-Chair for the 
2017 Committee term.  
 
MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT the Arts Commission appoints Trudy Van Dop to be Vice-Chair for the 
2017 term. 

CARRIED. 
All members of the Committee present voted in favor of the motion. 
 

2.0 ADDITIONS / DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 
The following items were added to the agenda: 
 

• Item 6.1 – Member Reports  
• Item 6.2 – Anvil Centre Theatre 
• Item 6.3 – Marketing Communications Coordinator 
• Item 6.4 – Arts and Culture Grants  

 
3.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 
3.1 Adoption of the Minutes of January 12, 2017 
 
 MOVED AND SECONDED 
 THAT the January 12, 2017 Arts Commission meeting minutes be adopted. 

CARRIED. 
 All members of the Committee present voted in favour of the motion. 
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4.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
4.1 BC Culture Days 
 
 Procedural note:  Item 4.1 was addressed following item 4.2 
 
 Nazanin Shoja, BC Culture Days Manager, provided an On-Table PowerPoint 

presentation regarding BC Culture Days. 
 
 In response to questions from the Committee, Ms. Shoja, provided the following 

information: 
 

• This year’s Culture Days will take place September 29 to October 1, 2017; 
• The event is advertised nationwide; 
• BC Culture Days partners with various National sponsors, including Sun 

Life Financial, CTV and Bell Media, Canadian Heritage, St. Joseph 
Communications, and the Government of Canada; and, 

• Provincial wide partners include the Government of British Columbia, 
Black Press, Glacier Media, The Georgia Straight, and Metro Arts 
Experience. 

 
 Additional comments can be sent to Ms. Shoja at nazanin.shoja@culturedays.ca 
 
4.2 Anvil Centre Artist Residency  
 
 Procedural note:  Item 4.2 was addressed following item 3.1 
 
 Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, and Kristina Fiedrich, Arts Programmer, 

provided the following report: 
 

• The Anvil Centre Artists-in-Residence pilot project program was launched 
in January 2017;  

• The artists are provided with  studio space on the fourth floor of the Anvil 
Centre for the duration of their residence; 

• The artists are authorized to use additional space throughout the Anvil 
Centre, subject to availability with priority given to regular arts and rental 
programs; 

• The 12 groups that will circulate throughout the program comprise of a 
variety of artists, including visual arts, multimedia, music, dance, and 
performing artists; 

• The artists have access to the Anvil Centre amenities, including the piano, 
print making press, and the dance floor; 
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• Each artist will have access to their allocated space on the fourth floor for 
approximately one month with the ability to book additional unused studio 
space if available;  

• Each artist has agreed to provide a workshop or outreach program to the 
community at some point during their residency in exchange for the studio 
space; the outreach events will be free to attend;  

• The program has had three artists to date, including Sam Davidson, a 
clarinetist, Sarah Galous, a dance artist, and Sandeep Johal, a graphics 
artist.  

 
In response to questions from the Committee, Ms. Velkova and Ms. Fiedrich 
provided the following information: 

 
• The call for residency was announced in September 2016 and closed on 

November 15, 2016; 
• The City published the call through various resources including BC 

Alliance for Arts and Culture, the City’s website, local newspapers, and 
social media pages; 

• The City’s website and social media pages provide up-to-date information 
regarding the featured artists-in-residence; 

• Members of the public are welcome to visit the artists-in-residence at any 
time during business hours of the Anvil Centre;  

• The City is looking at the feasibility of hosting artists for a longer period of 
time as well as the potentially incorporating other facilities to host the 
artists throughout the city; 

• It is anticipated that the call for the 2018 artists-in-residence will be 
published in August or September of 2017; 

• The City does not expect the artists to finish their project during their 
residency; and, 

• Artists are encouraged to provide feedback to the City following their 
residency to help improve the program. 

 
Discussion ensued and the Committee noted that the City could document the final 
exhibitions. 

 
5.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
5.1 Business Arising from Minutes 
 
 There were no items. 
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6.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
6.1 Member reports (On-Table) 
 

Stephen O’Shea, New Westminster Arts Council Representative, provided an On-
Table report regarding the standing agenda item Member Reports. Mr. O’Shea 
suggested that the Arts Commission no longer host Member Reports at the 
meetings.  Mr. O’Shea noted that the time could be better spent working on 
projects with City Staff and that members could find an alternative avenue to 
provide sector updates.  
 
Discussion ensued and the Commission noted the following: 
 

• Both support and concerns were expressed regarding members providing 
sector updates to the Commission 

• Member Reports could be provided in writing to the agenda secretary in 
advance of the meeting to be circulated with the agenda package for 
information 

• The cultural roundtable could be an avenue to provide these updates. 
 

MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT the Arts Commission members no longer host Member Reports at the Arts 
Commission meetings. 
 
John Davis and Tony Antonias voted in opposition to the motion. 

CARRIED. 
 
MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT the Arts Commission members provide their member report in writing to the 
recording secretary prior to the meeting to be included in the agenda package for 
information. 

 CARRIED. 
All members of the Committee present voted in favor of the motion.  

 
6.2 Anvil Centre Theatre Update (On-Table) 
 

Stephen O’Shea, New Westminster Arts Council Representative, provided an On-
Table report regarding the Anvil Centre Theatre.  Mr. O’Shea advised that the Arts 
Council of New Westminster held a cultural roundtable event at the Anvil Centre 
in January 2017 with City staff regarding the Anvil Centre Theatre.  Mr. O’Shea 
invited the Commission to provide feedback regarding the use of the theatre. 
 
Discussion ensued and the Commission requested additional information 
regarding the following items:  
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• Does the Anvil Centre Theatre have a mission statement or vision, if so, 

what is it; 
• What are the different rental rates for arts programs and corporate events?; 
• How does the Anvil Centre Theatre rental rates compare to other theatres 

throughout Metro Vancouver?; 
• Do non-profit organizations receive a rental discount?; 
• What additional costs are applied aside from the initial rental rate?; and 
• What is the booking and negotiating process for rental space; does the arts 

community have a priority over corporate events? 
 

MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT the Arts Commission request a report from Anvil Centre staff, or 
contractor, to bring forward information regarding the past, present and future 
vision of the Anvil Centre Theatre.  

CARRIED. 
All members of the Committee present voted in favor of the motion. 
  
Mr. O’Shea also noted that a performing arts strategy or advisory committee may 
be beneficial with respect to the number of theatres owned by the City. The 
Commission could discuss this idea further at a future meeting. 
 

6.3 Marketing Communications Coordinator (On-Table) 
 

Trudy Van Dop, Community Member, expressed interest in having a marketing 
and communications coordinator for the arts community.  Ms. Van Dop noted that 
this position could be responsible for publishing monthly features that could 
include a community calendar for arts events taking place within the city.   
 
Discussion ensued and the Commission expressed interest in having a position 
created that could manage a community calendar and other marketing ventures, 
however, there was uncertainty regarding the depth of the role and whether or not 
it could be a City position.  

 
MOVED AND SECONDED 
THAT the Arts Commission request Council to approve a marketing and 
communications coordinator for New Westminster’s Arts and Culture sector.  

CARRIED. 
All members of the Committee present voted in favor of the motion. 
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6.4 Arts and Culture Grants (On-Table) 
 

Mary Trentadue, Chair, provided an On-Table document regarding the 2017 Arts 
and Culture Grants.  Ms. Trentadue asked that the members review the document 
in preparation for discussion at the May 11, 2017 meeting.  

 
7.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION  
 
7.1 Arts Strategy Update 
 
 Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, advised that the public engagement for the 

Arts Strategy is complete and that the Arts Strategy Task Force has had their first 
meeting to review the public engagement information.  Ms. Velkova also noted 
that she anticipates the draft strategy to be ready for spring 2017, followed by an 
additional round of public engagement before being presenting to Council in 
September 2017.  Ms. Velkova also advised that staff is working on updating the 
Public Art Policy, developing a new Public Art Plan and updating the Mural 
Policy.  

 
7.2 Canada Day Update 
 

Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, advised that the programming call has been 
published for the Canada Day event in Queen’s Park.  The City is looking for acts 
that can engage the community and celebrate the spirit and multicultural heritage 
of New Westminster.   

 
7.3 Member Reports 
 
 John Davies, Community member, advised that the New Westminster Symphony 

Orchestra will have their last concert of the season on Sunday May 7, 2017 at  
2 p.m. at the Massey Theatre.  

 
 Isabel Mendenhall, Community Based Arts Sector Representative, provided an 

On-Table member report. 
 

Trudy Van Dop, Community member, provided an On-Table member report.  
 

Tony Antonias, Community Member, provided a recording of advertisements for 
the Royal City Musial Theatre spring production, Anything Goes. 
 

 
 
 
 
Doc # 1005885 Arts Commission Minutes Page 7 

March 9, 2017 
   



8.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
The following items were circulated for information: 
 
8.1 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter November 2016 
 
8.2 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter December 2016 
 
8.3 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter February 2017 
 
 
9.0 NEXT MEETING 
 

May 11, 2017 at 4:30 p.m. at City Hall, Committee Room #2 
 
10.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 6:44 p.m. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
 
________________________ _____________________ 
Councillor Mary Trentadue                                             JoAnn Tosh 
Chair                                                                                      Committee Clerk 
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