
 

 

 
ARTS COMMISSION 

March 20, 2014 – 4:30 pm 
Council Chambers, City Hall 

 
MINUTES 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Bill Harper  - Chair, City Council (arrived at 5:00 p.m.) 
Andrée St. Martin - Vice Chair, New Westminster Arts Council 
Tony Antonias   - Special Advisor (Non-Voting) 
John Davies - Community Member, Royal City Musical Theatre  
Gabor Gasztonyi   - Community Member 
Lynn Radbourne   - Community Member 
Nancy Ebert    - Community Based Arts Sector – non profit 
Christopher Dawson-Murphy - Community Member 
Jacqueline Dionne   - Community Member 
 
MEMBERS REGRETS: 
Jessica Schneider   - Professional Arts & Culture Section 
Meg Stainsby   - Douglas College 
Trudy Van Dop   - Community Member 
Sandra Pace - New Westminster School District  
Michael Kleider   - Community Member 
 
STAFF: 
Jay Young    - Arenex Manager 
Alison Worsfold   - Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:35 p.m. 

 
1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

 
There were no additions. 
 
Procedural Note:  Andrée St. Martin assumed the Chair. 
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Procedural Note: Item 3.2 was considered prior to Item 2.0. 
 

3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
3.2 Queens Park Master Plan Presentation – Jay Young, Arenex Manager 
 

Jay Young, Arenex Manager, distributed a Queen’s Park Master Plan map and 
outlined the following details regarding the Plan: 

 
• The Plan was established through the outcome of surveys and feedback 

from community consultation sessions; 
• The landscaping and lighting around the Bernie Legge Theatre will be 

improved; 
• There will be an open space concept implemented near Bernie legge 

Theatre; 
• The Bandshell will be maintained until it requires an upgrade when it will 

be replaced with a picnic shelter; 
• The arena will eventually acquire a third sheet of ice; and, 
• The rose garden will be moved for the following reasons: 

o To accommodate the additional sheet of ice; 
o The current location has become problematic; and, 
o The proximity to Centennial Lodge. 

 
 Discussion ensued and the Commission noted the following comments: 
 

• It was suggested that a public gathering space be included in the Plan; 
• It was suggested that a portable Bandshell be implemented when the 

current Bandshell requires a replacement; 
• It was suggested that the sound system be upgraded in Centennial Lodge; 
• Appreciation was expressed regarding the proposed lighting 

improvements throughout Queen’s Park; 
• It was suggested that it would be beneficial to provide additional lighting 

around the Bernie Legge Theatre so that the outdoor area could be used 
at night; 

• The proposed bus stop at Queen’s Park is an attractive aspect of the Plan 
and could be beneficial to the city; 

• Approximately $1,600 is raised every Canada Day from the Lunch-Box-
Auction, and the proceeds fund public art installations in Queen’s Park. 
 

 Procedural Note: Councillor Harper arrived at 5:00 p.m. and assumed the Chair. 
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2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 

2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of January 16, 2014 
 
 MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the minutes of the Arts Commission meeting held March 20, 2014 be 
adopted.  

CARRIED. 
 

3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
3.1 Oath of Office and Committee Orientation – Alison Worsfold 
 

Alison Worsfold, Committee Clerk, administered the Oath of Office to the 
Commission members. 

 
Ms. Worsfold distributed and reviewed the following documents with the 
Commission members: 

 
• Rules of Conduct: Advisory Committees & Bodies of Council 
• Social Media Policy 
• Terms of Reference 
• Permission Forms 

 
Members are to contact Ms. Worsfold regarding attendance at each meeting.  If a 
member is unable to fulfill their duties, they are asked to notify staff as soon as 
possible so the position can be refilled. 

 
4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
4.1 Park Lighting – Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services 
 
 The item was deferred to the next meeting. 
 
5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
5.1 Appointment of Arts Commission representative to the Public Art Advisory 

Committee and the Arts and Culture Grant Committee 
 

Councillor Harper, Chair, advised that an Arts Commission member needs to 
be selected to sit on the Public Art Advisory Committee, as well as the Arts and 
Culture Grant Committee. 
 
Lynn Radbourne, Community member, was selected to be the representative 
on the Public Art Advisory Committee. 
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Tony Antonias, Special Advisor, was selected to be the representative on the 
Arts and Culture Grant Committee. 

 
5.2 Vancouver Biennale  
 

The item was deferred to the next meeting. 
 
5.3 Cultural Staffing Positions  
 
 The item was deferred to the next meeting. 
 
5.4 Cultural Program Planning  
 

Councillor Harper, Chair, advised that the Cultural Programming Café event 
was held to gain community input on recently developed program ideas for the 
Anvil Centre.  Councillor Harper noted that the event was successful and 
requested that the Commission members who attended the event provide 
feedback with respect to the proposed programming. 
 
Discussion ensued and the Commission provided the following comments: 

 
• At the Cultural Programming Café event there were approximately 40 

programs that were brought forward to attendees from previous years. 
Each attendee was provided with a digital device to vote on their top three 
programs; 

• The findings from the survey will be presented to the Commission in the 
near future; 

• It was suggested that the proposed programs could be modified once the 
demand is established; 

• It was suggested that there be a lower rate provided to non-profit groups 
who would like to utilize the rooms at the Anvil Centre; 

• It was suggested that there is a lack of programming for children and 
youth in New Westminster; 

• It was suggested that there be a full set of percussion instruments 
available on site for the New Westminster Symphony to utilize; and, 

• It was suggested that sound barriers would have to be implemented in the 
walls in the Anvil Centre if instruments are provided. 
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6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 

6.1. Public Art Advisory Committee 
 

Jacqueline Dionne, Public Art Advisory Committee, provided the following 
update regarding the March 6, 2014 Public Art Advisory Committee meeting: 

 
• Discussions have commenced with respect to a proper memorial for the 

Olympic Legacy Project in Queen’s Park Arena; and, 
• The Vancouver Biennale project has been approved by Council; however, 

the final selection and location of the pieces have not yet been 
determined. 

 
6.2 Member Reports 
 

Andrée St. Martin, New Westminster Arts Council, reported the following: 
 

• The Arts Council is currently organizing LitFest, which is a free literary 
festival held from April 25 – 26, 2014 in New Westminster; 

• The keynote speaker at LitFest is Gary Geddes; 
• The last “Monday at the Movies” of the month is “20 Feet from Stardom” 

and will be held on March 31, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. at the Massey Theatre; 
and, 

• Floriography calendars are for sale in the gallery. 
  

Tony Antonias, Special Advisor, reported the following: 
 

• 25 years ago Mr. Antonias retrieved a flyer from Sheila MacDonald’s gift 
shop on Sixth Street; 

• The flyer announced the production of ‘Joseph And The Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat’ by the newly-formed Royal City Musical Theatre 
(RCMT); 

• Mr. Antonias copied the flyer and announced the production on CKNW, 
and has been doing radio ads for RCMT ever since; and, 

• The newly written and recorded ads for ‘Annie’ will be aired on both 
CKNW and AM/730 starting on March 24, 2014. 
  

John Davies, Royal City Musical Theatre (RCMT), recited a section of the 
book “In God We Trust All Others Pay Cash” written by Jean Shepherd and 
reported that RCMT’s 25th anniversary production of ‘Annie’ is currently in 
rehearsal.  Mr. Davies noted that RCMT is in the process of casting ‘Sandy’ the 
dog, and that ticket sales for the production are doing well. 

 
Gabor Gasztonyi, Community Member, reported the following: 
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• The Twelfth Street Music Festival will be held on July 27, 2014; 
• The event is sponsored by the West End Business Association and the 

City of New Westminster; 
• There will be tables available for vendors and non-profit groups to 

purchase for the event; and, 
• Mr. Gasztonyi advised that he wrote a story that was published in the 

March 2014 edition of Piffle featuring Ken McIntosh and the MacLauchlan 
Murders. 

 
Nancy Ebert, Vegabond Players, reported the following: 
 

• The next Vegabond Players production is ‘Goodnight Desdemona, Good 
Morning Juliet,’ by Ann-Marie MacDonald; 

• The production will run from April 3 -19, 2014; and, 
• The Vegabond Players have entered into the Vancouver Zone of the 

Theatre of British Columbia Drama Festival. 
 
7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
  
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the following items be received for information: 
7.1 January 2014 – New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 404 
 
7.2 February 2014 – New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 405  

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
 
8.0 NEXT MEETING 

 
 May 1, 2014 at 4:30 p.m. Council Chamber, City Hall. 
 
9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 

ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
 
      
Councillor Bill Harper  Alison Worsfold 
Chair   Committee Clerk 
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