
 

 

 
ARTS COMMISSION 

June 12, 2014 – 4:30 pm 
Committee Room #2, City Hall 

 
MINUTES 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Bill Harper  - Chair, City Council  
Tony Antonias   - Special Advisor (Non-Voting) 
John Davies - Community Member, Royal City Musical Theatre  
Emiko Takeda - New Westminster Arts Council (Alternate) 
Jacqueline Dionne   - Community Member 
Jessica Schneider   - Professional Arts & Culture Section 
Trudy Van Dop   - Community Member 
Lynn Radbourne   - Community Member 
Gabor Gasztonyi   - Community Member 
 
MEMBERS REGRETS: 
Christopher Dawson-Murphy - Community Member 
Meg Stainsby   - Douglas College 
Sandra Pace - New Westminster School District  
Nancy Ebert    - Community Based Arts Sector – non profit 
Michael Kleider   - Community Member 
 
STAFF: 
Rob McCullough   - Manager, Cultural Services 
Biliana Velkova   - Arts Coordinator 
Sarah Joyce    - Director/Curator, New Media Gallery 
Gordon Duggan   - Director/Curator, New Media Gallery 
Alison Worsfold   - Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:33 p.m. 

 
1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
 
There were no additions. 
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2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 

2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of May 15, 2014  
 
MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the minutes of the Arts Commission meeting held May 15, 2014 be 
amended by: 

• Amending item 6.3 to read 'July 1, 2014,' rather than 'June 1, 2014;' and, 
• Amending the first bullet under item 6.3 to read '10:30 p.m.' rather than 

'7:30 p.m.' 
 

AND THAT the minutes be adopted as amended. 
CARRIED. 

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
3.1 New Westminster New Media Gallery 
 

Sarah Joyce and Gordon Duggan, New Media Gallery Director/Curator's, 
provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding the Anvil Centre's new media 
gallery.  Ms. Joyce and Mr. Duggan noted that New Media art is a genre that 
encompasses artworks created with new technology including digital art, 
computer graphics, computer animation, visual art, internet art, interactive art, 
video games, robotics and biotechnology that transform over time.  Ms. Joyce and 
Mr. Duggan advised that the first exhibition in the gallery will be 'MusicCircus,' 
which will include works by Christian Marclay, Tim Lee, and Cory Arcangel. 

 
 In response to questions from the Commission, Ms. Joyce and Mr. Duggan 
 provided the following information: 
 

• Exhibitions will change on a 10 week rotation; 
• An advisory board for the gallery will be developed in the future; and, 
• 'Scent art' could be a featured form of art at the gallery in the future. 

 
Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services, advised that all Anvil Centre 
events will be advertised within the centre, as well as on the Anvil Centre website 
at www.anvilcentre.com.  Mr. McCullough noted that an events brochure will also 
be created and circulated once the Anvil Centre is in operation.  
 

4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
There were no items. 
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5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
5.1  Arts Strategy Check-in 
 

Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services provided an oral presentation 
regarding New Westminster’s 2008 Arts Strategy, which expired in 2013 and 
spoke to initiatives that have and have not yet been completed to date.  Mr. 
McCullough reported that the City would like to move forward with completing 
several unfinished initiatives, and requested that members of the Commission 
review the 2008 Art Strategy to provide feedback by the end of summer 2014. 

 
 Discussion ensued, and the Commission provided the following comments with 
 respect to the City's Arts Strategy initiatives: 
 

• The City was commended for engaging community members in the 
programming plans for the Anvil Centre; 

• It was suggested that community members may donate to the City's public 
art fund if they are aware that tax receipts are issued; 

• It was suggested that the City offer a donor match program to maximize 
the public art reserve fund; 

• It was suggested that an Arts Commission working group be formed 
specifically to recruit members to the Commission; and, 

• It was suggested that the Canada Council for the Arts be invited to hold a 
granting information session in New Westminster. 

 
In response to questions from the Commission, Biliana Velkova, Arts 
Coordinator, advised that there will be a Cultural Café event held at the Anvil 
Centre in the fall of 2014.   

 
6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 

 
6.1 Member Reports 
    

Tony Antonias, Special Advisor, provided the following details with respect to 
New Westminster’s July 1, 2014 Canada Day celebration: 

 
• The celebration will begin at 11:30 a.m. in Queen’s Park with activities and 

entertainment held throughout the day.  The festivities will conclude with 
fireworks at 10:30 p.m. at the Quay; 

• This year's entertainment headliners will feature the British Columbia Girls' 
Choir and The Blue Meanies; 

• The 'Pick-A-Box' campaign will feature high quality prizes donated from 
local businesses; 

• Opening night tickets to Royal City Musical Theatre's 2015 production My 
Fair Lady will be available for purchase; and, 
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• The complete information and schedule of events can be found in an eight 
page insert that will appear in the Royal City Record on June 27, 2014. 

   
 John Davies, Royal City Musical Theatre (RCMT), reported that the RCMT will 
 be engaging in a strategic planning session on June 21, 2014 to identify the 
 theatre's vision and  long term goals. 

 
 Gabor Gasztonyi, Community Member, reported that the Twelfth Street Music 
 Festival will be held on July 27, 2014. 

    
 Trudy Van Dop, Community Member, reported that there are 22 venues and 
 approximately 40 visual artists participating in this year's Downtown Vancouver 
 Art Walk. 

 
7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
   
7.1 May 2014 – New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 408 
 
8.0 NEXT MEETING 
 
September 11, 2014, 4:30pm, Committee Room No. 2 – City Hall.  
 
9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
 
      
Councillor Bill Harper  Alison Worsfold 
Chair   Committee Clerk 
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