é Corporation of the City of
NEW WESTMINSTER

ARTS COMMISSION
September 11, 2014 — 4:30 pm
Committee Room #2, City Hall

MINUTES
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillor Bill Harper - Chair, City Council
Andrée St. Martin - Vice Chair, New Westminster Arts Council
Tony Antonias - Special Advisor (Non-Voting)
John Davies - Community Member, Royal City Musical Theatre
Lynn Radbourne - Community Member
Nancy Ebert - Community Based Arts Sector — non profit
Christopher Dawson-Murphy - Community Member
Jacqueline Dionne - Community Member
Jessica Schneider - Professional Arts & Culture Section
Meg Stainsby - Douglas College
Trudy Van Dop - Community Member
Sandra Pace - New Westminster School District
MEMBERS REGRETS:
Gabor Gasztonyi - Community Member
Michael Kleider - Community Member
STAFF:
Rob McCullough - Manager, Cultural Services
Biliana Velkova - Arts Coordinator
Alison Worsfold - Committee Clerk

The meeting was called to order at 4:37 p.m.

1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

The following item was added to the agenda:

5.4 Presentation and Agenda Item Length

Doc#595421 Arts Commission Minutes Page 1
September 11, 2014



2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES

2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of June 12, 2014

MOVED and SECONDED

THAT the minutes of the Arts Commission meeting held May 15, 2014 be
amended by amending the last bullet on page four to read “The complete
information and schedule of events can be found in an eight page insert that will
appear in the Royal City Record on June 26, 2014.”

AND THAT the minutes be adopted as amended.
CARRIED.

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.

| 3.0 PRESENTATIONS

There were no items.

| 4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS

5.4  Arts Strategy Check-In

Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services, provided a brief overview of
New Westminster's 2008 Arts Strategy, which expired in 2013.

Mr. McCullough advised that the 2008 Arts Strategy, as well as the Arts Strategy
Outcomes spreadsheet, will be re-circulated to members of the Commission via
e-mail to allow for discussions to commence at the November 13, 2014 Arts
Commission meeting.

5.0 NEW BUSINESS

5.1 Marketing the Arts in New Westminster

Trudy Van Dop, Community Member, provided an oral presentation with
respect to marketing the Arts in New Westminster. Ms. Van Dop expressed
interest in forming a 'Marketing the Arts in New Westminster' subcommittee,
which would ideally include City staff and members of the Arts Commission. The
subcommittee would focus on promoting local arts programming by providing a
four page insert, which would include a calendar of events, on a monthly basis in
the New Westminster News Leader.
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5.2

5.3

Ms. Van Dop advised that she has been in contact with Blair Fryer, Manager of
Communications and Economic Development, as well as Heidi Hughes, Manager
of Conference Sales & Marketing, who have expressed interest in investigating
the possibility of establishing the subcommittee.

Discussion ensued, and the Commission noted that the subcommittee would be
beneficial to the city, as it could address gaps within the arts community, and
additional pertinent issues. However, it was suggested that the overall Arts
Strategy be reviewed prior to moving forward with the subcommittee, as it would
require funding and staff time.

Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, expressed interest in assisting with the Arts
Marketing subcommittee, should it move forward in the future.

Arts Programming Overview

Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, distributed the Anvil Centre's arts and
heritage programming brochure, and provided the following information regarding
the arts programming at the Anvil Centre:

e All grant writing classes are currently at full capacity;

e Select introductory programs will be offered to the community free of
charge, in order to gain interest in the courses;

e Additional calls for instructors will be advertised as demand increases and
additional classes become available;

e The average class size for each program is between 10 to 12 people; and,

e A late night performing arts program will be introduced to the centre, ‘A
Night at The Anvil," which will commence in October 2014.

Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services, noted that the centre will also
be hosting a wine and cheese Cultural Café event, which will be a networking
opportunity for individuals from an array of artistic genres.

Ken Lum Installation

Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services, provided information
regarding Vancouver Artist, Ken Lum, who will have the following four pieces on
display in the Anvil Centre until the end of November, 2014.

e Large Chinese characters displayed in the windows located on the
western side of the Anvil Centre, which overlook old Chinatown;

e A historic image of New Westminster’'s Chinatown inverted into a
negative;

e A mirror piece displayed near the centre of the building, symbolizing the
reflection of one's self, and accompanied by a quote from Mr. Lum; and,
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5.4

e Three prototype sculptures entitled “Golden Mountain.”
Presentation and Agenda Item Length

Tony Antonias, Special Advisor, expressed interest in establishing time limits
for future presentations, as well as for member speaking length.

Members of the Commission requested that future presentations be no longer
than 20 minutes in length, followed by a 10 minute question and answer period.
It was also requested that time allotments be included for all items in future
agenda packages.

6.0

REPORTS AND INFORMATION

6.2

6.1

Public Art Advisory Committee Update

Jacqueline Dionne, Community Member, advised that there are engineering
issues associated with the ‘Wow, New Westminster’ Biennale piece to be
installed in Pier Park.

Rob McCullough, Manager of Cultural Services, advised that once the
engineering issues are resolved, the Public Furniture/Urban Trees piece will be
the first to be installed.

Member Reports

Andrée St. Martin, New Westminster Arts Council, reported the following
information:

e The current exhibit at the Arts Council Gallery is '21 Elements' by Lam
Wong, which will run until September 27, 2014,

e The 'Last Monday at the Movies' feature is Our Man in Tehran; and,

e |sabel Mendenhall was presented with a Lifetime Achievement Award at
the Community Theatre Coalition Awards Ceremony.

Tony Antonias, Special Advisor (Non-Voting), reported that Jeff Alexander,
president and CEO of the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, has been appointed
as the president of the Chicago Symphony. Mr. Alexander will be overseeing the
Chicago Symphony's current annual budget of $74 million.

John Davies, Royal City Musical Theatre (RCMT), reported the following
information:

e RCMT's vision and long term goes were discussed at the June 21, 2014
strategic planning session;
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e The RCMT's annual general meeting will be held in early October, 2014;
and,

e RCMT's 26th production will be My Fair Lady, which will commence in
April 2015.

Lynn Radbourne, Community Member, reported the following information:

e The New Westminster Ambassador Program is being launched, and will
be comprised of a group of youth who volunteer throughout New
Westminster and Metro Vancouver;

e Motivational speakers will provide speaches to the youth ambassadors on
a monthly basis; and,

e All youth ambassadors who fulfil all program requirements will be provided
with a scholarship at the end of the year.

Nancy Ebert, Vagabond Players, advised that the following productions will be
featured at the Vagabond Players during the 2014 — 2015 season:

Murder By The Book, which will run October 2 — 25, 2014;

Christmas Belles, which will run from December 3 — 20, 2014;

Go Back for Murder, which will run from January 29 — February 21, 2015;
The O’Conner Girls, which will run from April 2 — 18, 2015; and,

Lend Me A Tenor, which will run from June 4 — 27, 2015.

Jessica Schneider, Massey Theatre, reported the following information:

e Massey Theatre is celebrating its 65" anniversary;

e Massey Theatre is producing the Momentum Youth Arts Festival, which is
programmed, organized and driven by youth and will be held in November
2014,

e Massey Theatre archives are currently being developed, with the next
phase being the completion of a video documentary of local youth and
seniors who maintain a strong connection to the theatre; and,

e Massey Theatre has been contracted as the booking and operating entity
for the Anvil Centre Theatre.

Meg Stainsby, Douglas College, reported the following information:

e The Douglas College Theatre Program is producing Unity 1918, a play
based in World War |;

e The "Arts At 1" program has commenced at the college, which is held
each Thursday at 1:00 p.m., and offers musical performances to
spectators for free of charge;

e The college will be a venue for screening in support of the Vancouver
Latin American Festival; and,
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e The Amelia Douglas Gallery will open on September 12, 2014, which will
display paintings by Margaret Lowther, as well as an exhibition by the
college's User Network for Insect Biology in the Urban Garden (UNIBUG)
project.

Trudy Van Dop, Community Member, reported that the 11th annual New West
Cultural Crawl was a success, and that over 25 media outlets covered the event.
Event venues reported that 30 to 400 people were in attendance each day.

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE

7.1 August 2014 — New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 411

7.2  August 2014 - New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, Special
Issue #54

| 8.0 NEXT MEETING

November 13, 2014, 4:30pm, Committee Room No. 2 — City Hall.

9.0 ADJOURNMENT

ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m.

Certified Correct,

Councillor Bill Harper Alison Worsfold
Chair Committee Clerk
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