
 

 

 
ARTS COMMISSION 
January 15, 2015 – 4:30 pm 

Committee Room #2, City Hall 
 

MINUTES 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Bill Harper  - Chair, City Council  
Andrée St. Martin - Vice Chair, New Westminster Arts Council 
Tony Antonias   - Special Advisor (Non-Voting) 
John Davies - Community Member, Royal City Musical Theatre  
Gabor Gasztonyi   - Community Member 
Lynn Radbourne   - Community Member 
Christopher Dawson-Murphy - Community Member 
Jessica Schneider   - Professional Arts & Culture Section 
Meg Stainsby   - Douglas College 
Trudy Van Dop   - Community Member 
 
MEMBERS REGRETS: 
Nancy Ebert    - Community Based Arts Sector – non profit 
Michael Kleider   - Community Member 
Jacqueline Dionne   - Community Member 
 
STAFF: 
Rob McCullough   - Manager, Cultural Services 
Biliana Velkova   - Arts Coordinator 
Alison Worsfold   - Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:40 p.m. 

 
1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
 
Councillor Bill Harper, Chair, introduced Councillor Mary Trentadue, who will assume 
the role of the Arts Commission Chair commencing February 1, 2015. Councillor Harper 
noted that Councillor Trentadue is a former North Vancouver Councillor who maintains 
a strong experience in the Arts.   
 
Commission members introduced themselves and provided a brief overview of their Arts 
expertise to Councillor Trentadue. 
 
The following item was added to the agenda: 
 
6.1 Member Reports 
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2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 

2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of September 11, 2014  
 

 MOVED and SECONDED 
 THAT the minutes of the Arts Commission meeting held September 11, 2014 be 

amended under item 5.3 as follows: 
 

• The last bullet under Tony Antonias' report to read 2015 instead of 2014; 
and, 

• The third bullet under Nancy Ebert's report to read 'murder' instead of 
'muder.' 

 
 AND THAT the minutes be adopted as amended. 

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
There were no items. 
 
4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
There were no items. 
 
5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
5.1 Introductions 
 
 The item was previously addressed. 
 
5.2 Anvil Programs and Room Bookings 
 
 Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, provided the following statistics regarding 
 Anvil Centre programs and room bookings from September 14, 2014 to 
 December 31, 2015: 
 

• 5,632 individuals attended the museum; 
• 5,292 individuals attended the new media gallery; 
• 65 individuals requested records from the archives; 
• 299 individuals utilized the arts programs; 
• 227 individuals utilized the heritage programs; 
• 148 groups rented arts space, with a total of 1,182 individuals utilizing the 

space; and, 
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• 38 arts programs are currently running. 
 

In response to questions from the Commission, Robert McCullough, Manager of 
Cultural Services, noted the following information: 
 

• The music practice rooms have been highly utilized; 
• Arts and cultural groups are the prioritized users for the arts space at the 

centre; and, 
• An Arts Programmer, Corbin Murdoch, has been hired, who will be 

creating a more appealing arts program to increase interest and 
participation in the arts programs. 
 

Ms. Velkova and Mr. McCullough distributed and reviewed a brochure entitled 
'Arts and Heritage Programs at Anvil Centre.' 

 
In response to questions from the Commission, Ms. Velkova and Mr. McCullough 
noted the following information: 

 
• Attendance at the museum has increased since its relocation to the Anvil 

Centre; 
• Music Box, a music academy, has been utilizing the music practice rooms 

to host classes and practices; 
• Royal City Musical Theatre has been utilizing arts space for practices; 
• An effective marketing plan to promote arts programs and room bookings 

is currently being established; and, 
• Every six weeks on a Friday evening the centre will be hosting a 19+ 

event, Vibe, which is aimed to create awareness around the facility and 
available arts programming.  

 
5.3 Community Arts Space Mandate and Guidelines 
 

Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, distributed and reviewed the following on-
table documents: 
 

• The City's exhibition agreement for artists utilizing the community arts 
space at the Anvil Centre; 

• Exhibition mandate and guidelines; and, 
• The 2015 Community Art Space Exhibition Schedule. 

 
 Ms. Velkova advised that the community arts space, which is booked until 
 February 2016, is targeted specifically for local artists and group shows.  Due to 
 area constraints, the space can only facilitate two dimensional media. 
 
 In response to questions from the Commission, Ms. Velkova advised that the 
 facility does not currently facilitate transactions between the artist and the buyer. 
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MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT staff investigate the option of the City facilitating art sales at the Anvil 
Centre, and that the findings be presented to the Commission at a future 
meeting. 

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
5.4 Arts Communications and Marketing Initiative 
 
 Trudy Van Dop, Community Member, provided the following update regarding 
 the Arts Communication and Marketing Initiative Subcommittee: 
 

• The first meeting was held on November 28, 2014, whereby structure, 
marketing, social media, and the calendar of events were discussed; 

• Amongst attendees were Blair Fryer, Manager of Communications and 
Economic Development, Heidi Hughes, Manager of Conference Sales and 
Marketing, Tej Kainth, Executive Director of Tourism New Westminster, 
Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, Corbin Murdoch, Arts Programmer, and 
Salim Hassan, Marketing Manager of the River Market; 

• At the meeting, Ms. Kainth expressed interest in pursuing the role of 
promoting community arts events through media channels, e-newsletters 
and the Tourism New Westminster Guide; 

• Improved methods of promoting the City's Cultural Map, as well as how to 
effectively communicate with individuals registered on the map, was 
discussed at the meeting; and, 

• The next meeting will be held in February 2015. 
 

Discussion ensued, and the Commission suggested that the Cultural Map be 
made more visible on the City's website.  Concerns were expressed regarding 
the difficulties of locating the cultural map in a Google search. 

 
6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 
6.1 Member Reports 
 

Andrée St. Martin, New Westminster Arts Council, reported that the January 
2015 'Last Monday Movie' feature will be The Trip to Italy, airing on January 26, 
2015 at the Massey Theatre.  The Council's first upcoming event will be LitFest, 
held in April 2015. 

 
Tony Antonias, Special Advisor, reported the following information: 
 

• March 15, 2015 will mark 100 years since the first concert by the New 
Westminster Symphony Orchestra; 
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• To celebrate, on this date at 2:00 p.m., Beethoven's Ninth Symphony will 
be performed at the Massey Theatre; and, 

• Tickets for the production are $10 and are available from the Massey 
Theatre Box Office, 604-521-5050 or online at www.masseytheatre.com. 

 
John Davies, Royal City Musical Theatre, reported the following information: 
 

• To date, the Royal City Musical Theatre has sold approximately 4,500 
tickets for the upcoming production, My Fair Lady, which is 50% higher 
than last year; 

• The cast for the production has now been selected; and, 
• Max Reimer from the Vancouver Playhouse Theatre Company will be 

directing the production. 
 

Lynn Radbourne, Community Member, reported that the youth ambassadors 
have been busy volunteering at numerous events and that the team will be 
attending the Volunteer Fair at the Royal City Centre on January 31, 2015. 
 
Jessica Schneider, Professional Arts & Culture Section, reported the 
following information: 
 

• There will be special events planned, as well as the launch of a social 
media campaign, to celebrate the Massey Theatres 65th anniversary; 

• The first project includes a compilation of individuals' memories of the 
Massey Theatre over the past 65 years, which will be commemorated in a 
video documentary; 

• Local painter and set designer Omanie Elias completed a painting of the 
Massey Theatre.  A limited edition of the print will be available for 
purchase; and, 

• A film producing competition is being planned for the near future. 
Instructors will be providing technical workshops to the community at the 
competition. 
 

In response to questions from the Commission, Ms. Schneider advised that a 
marketing plan is currently being developed to increase bookings at the Anvil 
Centre theatre. 
 
Meg Stainsby, Douglas College, advised that she will forward a link via e-mail 
to the Commission regarding the 2015 student theatre productions at Douglas 
College.  Ms. Stainsby noted that Essence: A Collaboration, featuring 
photographs by Kathryn Gibson O'Regan and ceramics by Robert Shiozaki will 
run from January 15 to February 14, 2015 in the Amelia Douglas Gallery. 
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Trudy Van Dop, Community Member, reported that she has published the 15th 
edition of the Arts & Cultural Guide to British Columbia, which can be purchased 
in hardcopy or found online at www.Art-BC.com.  Ms. Van Dop also advised that 
her daughter, Christina Crook, recently launched a book entitled Joy of Missing 
Out. 
 

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
   
7.1 September 2014 - New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 412 
 
7.2 October 2014 - New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 413 
 
7.3 October 2014 - New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, Special 
 Issue #55 
 
7.4 November 2014 - New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 414 
 
7.6 December 2014 - New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 415 
 
7.7 December 2014 - New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, Special 
 Issue #56 
 
8.0 NEXT MEETING 

 
February 12, 2015, 4:30pm, Committee Room No. 2 – City Hall.  
 
9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
  
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
 
      
Councillor Bill Harper  Alison Worsfold 
Chair   Committee Clerk 
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