
 

 

 
ARTS COMMISSION 
February 12, 2015 – 4:30 pm 

Committee Room #2, City Hall 
 

MINUTES 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Councillor Mary Trentadue  - Chair, City Council  
Tony Antonias   - Special Advisor (Non-Voting) 
John Davies - Community Member, Royal City Musical Theatre  
Jacqueline Dionne   - Community Member 
Nancy Ebert    - Community Based Arts Sector – non profit 
Lynn Radbourne   - Community Member 
Jessica Schneider   - Professional Arts & Culture Section 
Trudy Van Dop   - Community Member 
 
MEMBERS REGRETS: 
Gabor Gasztonyi   - Community Member 
Meg Stainsby   - Douglas College 
Michael Kleider   - Community Member 
Christopher Dawson-Murphy - Community Member 
 
STAFF: 
Biliana Velkova   - Arts Coordinator 
Alison Worsfold   - Committee Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:38 p.m. 

 
1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

 
There were no additions. 
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2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 

2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of January 15, 2015  
 

 MOVED and SECONDED 
 THAT the last bullet under Jessica Schneider's member report be revised so that 

it is a statement in response to questions from the Commission; and, 
 
 THAT the minutes of the January 15, 2015 Arts Commission meeting be adopted 

as amended. 
CARRIED. 

All members of Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
 

3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
There were no items. 
 
4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
There were no items. 
 
5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
5.1 Canada Day Subcommittee  
 
 Councillor Mary Trentadue, Chair, advised that the mandate of the Canada 
 Day Subcommittee requires revision, and requested that Commission members 
 provide input with respect to how the Subcommittee should move forward. 

 
In response to questions from the Commission, Councillor Trentadue advised 
that there is no designated Arts Council position on the Subcommittee.  Further, 
community members who have not been appointed to the Arts Commission are 
not permitted to sit on the Subcommittee. 

 
Discussion ensued, and the Commission suggested that an organizational chart 
be implemented to ensure that the Subcommittee is properly organized and 
structured.  

 
Tony Antonias, Special Advisor, provided a brief overview of the Canada Day 
event, and expressed concerns regarding the lack of sound system and theme 
for the 2015 event. 

 
Councillor Trentadue advised that she will communicate the Commission's 
suggestions and concerns regarding the event and the Subcommittee to city 
staff.  The Commission will be updated as required. 
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 MOVED and SECONDED 
 THAT Tony Antonias, Lynn Radbourne and John Davies be appointed as the 

Arts Commission representatives to sit on the Canada Day Subcommittee; and, 
 
 THAT up to four City Committees be requested to select a member to sit on the 

Canada Day Subcommittee for a one year term to provide insight in their area of 
expertise. 

CARRIED. 
All members of Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 
6.1 Member Reports 
 
 Tony Antonias, Special Advisor, advised that he will be providing a delegation 
 to Council on March 2, 2015 regarding New Westminster Symphony Orchestra's 
 production of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony, which will be held on March 15, 
 2015 at 2:00 p.m. at the Massey Theatre.  Mr. Antonias noted that tickets are 
 ten dollars each, and are available at the Massey Theatre Box Office, by 
 telephone at 604-521-5050 or online at www.masseytheatre.com.  Mr. Antonias 
 advised that there will be a reception in the Plaskett Gallery following the 
 performance. 
 
 John Davies, Royal City Musical Theatre, reported that Royal City Musical 
 Theatre's production of My Fair Lady will run from April 9 to 26, 2015.  Mr. Davies 
 advised that over 5,000 tickets have been sold to date. 
 
 Nancy Ebert, Vagabond Players, advised that Vagabond Players is 
 currently presenting Go Back for Murder until February 21, 2015 from 
 Thursday to Saturday at 8:00 p.m. and on Sundays at 2:00 p.m.  Ms. Ebert noted 
 that Vagabond Players will be co-producing A Midsummer Night's Dream with the 
 Alchemy Theatre, which will run from July 29 to August 16, 2015. 
 
 Lynn Radbourne, Community Member, reported the following information: 
 

• The New Westminster Youth Ambassadors will be volunteering for the 
Chinese New Year festivities at Royal City Centre on February 14, 2015; 

• The ambassadors volunteered at the New Westminster Festival of 
Volunteers on January 31, 2015; and,  

• The ambassadors have been invited to continue their involvement with an 
Artism program for autistic children. 
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 Jessica Schneider, Massey Theatre, reported the following information: 
 

• The Massey Theatre will be presenting two upcoming productions, 
Footloose and My Fair Lady; 

• The Massey Theatre is currently engaging in a filmmaking competition for 
works inspired by or documenting the Massey Theatre; 

• The Irish Rovers will be performing at the Massey Theatre on March 13, 
2015; and, 

• The Anvil Centre Theatre has been regularly hosting an array of cultural 
events. 
 

Ms. Schneider expressed concerns with respect to the lack of Massey 
Performing Arts Centre Advisory Task Force meetings, and requested that the 
issue be promptly addressed.  Ms. Schneider also expressed concerns regarding 
the lack of project updates and 'Unfinished Business' items provided to the Arts 
Commission. 
 
Discussion ensued, and it was suggested that the Arts Commission devise an 
official work plan, as well as revisit the Arts Strategy. 

 
 Trudy Van Dop, Community Member, reported the following information: 
 

• The last Arts Communication and Marketing Initiative Subcommittee 
meeting was held on February 4, 2015; 

• Interested individuals can contact Tej Kainth, Tourism New Westminster 
Executive Director, in order to advertise an event on the Tourism New 
Westminster website; 

• Ms. Kainth has established a blog, as well as an e-newsletter regarding 
upcoming city events; and, 

• The goal is to have an events calendar published quarterly in the 
newspaper. 

 
Biliana Velkova, Arts Coordinator, provided an update regarding the February 

 5, 2015 Public Art Advisory Committee meeting. 
 
Ms. Velkova advised that VIBE, a free art event featuring music, dancing and 

 visual  and performing arts, is being held at the Anvil Centre on February 19, 
 2015 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.   

 
7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
   
7.1 January 2015 - New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 416 
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8.0 NEXT MEETING 
 
April 9, 2015, 4:30pm, Committee Room No. 2 – City Hall.  
 
9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION, the meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Certified Correct, 
 
 
 
 
      
Councillor Mary Trentadue Alison Worsfold 
Chair   Committee Clerk 
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