Arts Community Update

August 2025
Community Services Department

Arts Strategy update

A shared vision for the arts: In 2019, the City adopted the New Westminster Arts
Strategy—a shared vision and set of goals to support arts creation and development in
our community. Since then, the arts sector and the wider community have seen major
changes, including the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Arts Strategy has
guided important progress, but it’s time to take a fresh look at where we’re headed.

Why an update is needed: Through conversations with artists, arts organizations, and
cultural partners, the City has heard a clear call for a strategy refresh and long-term
visioning. The current plan doesn’t fully reflect today’s realities or the evolving needs of
the sector, and a thoughtful review is needed to ensure it continues to support a
vibrant and resilient arts community.

What’s next: In August 2025, the City will release a Request for Proposals to hire a
consultant who will lead the Arts Strategy update. This work will be co-created with the
New Westminster arts community and will include an assessment of the existing plan,
research into best practices, and engagement with community members and interest
groups. The process will begin in September 2025 and take approximately nine months,
resulting in an updated strategy for Council’s consideration. The goal: a co-created
vision and roadmap to guide the future of arts in New Westminster for years to come.

Get involved: Your voice will be key to shaping the next Arts Strategy. Opportunities to
share your ideas will be announced this fall. Sign up for the weekly Citypage newsletter,
and follow the City’s website and social media channels to stay informed and take part
in the conversation about the future of arts in New Westminster.

Massey Theatre

Investing in a cultural landmark: The Massey Theatre Complex is entering Phase 3 of
its renovation project, bringing significant upgrades that will improve energy efficiency,
accessibility, and the building’s exterior. The City of New Westminster is contributing
S$34.1 million to this renovation—an investment that underscores the City’s ongoing
commitment to the cultural sector and the importance of this landmark to the local and
regional arts community. The Massey Theatre Complex is operated by the Massey
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Theatre Society through a long-term lease agreement with the City of New
Westminster.

Why closures are needed: To complete the extensive work planned in Phase 3, there
will be two full closures of the facility: one in summer 2025 and another in summer
2026. These closures are necessary to allow for safe and efficient upgrades, which
include:

= A new back-of-house utility addition with upgraded electrical distribution

= Accessibility improvements, including new elevators, interior ramps, and public
washroom replacement

= Building envelope work, including new roofs, exterior walls, windows, and doors

= HVAC upgrades to an all-electric air source heat pump system

= Perimeter drainage and foundation work

= Public realm improvements, such as landscaping, added parking stalls, and electric
vehicle charging stations

What'’s next: Following the current closure, the Massey Theatre Complex will reopen in
October. Phase 3 construction will run from July 2025 to fall 2027 While the Massey
Theatre Complex is undergoing renovations, New Westminster’s vibrant performing arts
scene will continue across the city. Anvil Theatre and Bernie Legge Theatre will carry on
with full seasons of performances, while other venues—including the New Westminster
Secondary School Theatre, Rick Bronson’s House of Comedy (formerly Columbia
Theatre), and the Laura Muir Theatre at Douglas College—will host a wide variety of
events year-round.

Get involved: Stay up to date on the Massey Theatre Renovation Project by visiting the
City’s Projects on the Go page. Keep an eye on local event listings and support the
city’s performing arts community by attending shows at other venues while renovations
are underway. Your participation helps keep New Westminster’s cultural life thriving
during this exciting period of renewal.

New Media Gallery - Exhibition space

A creative season at the New Media Gallery: While the New Media Gallery’s exhibition
program is on hiatus, its exhibition space in Anvil Centre is buzzing with creativity
through an Artist in Residence program. Sound artist George Rahi, selected from the
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New Westminster Artist Roster, began his residency in June 2025. His work explores
how sounds in public spaces influence our experience of time, and how that experience
creates a shared sense of time for everyone.

During his residency, George is experimenting with artistic prompts such as:

= How could the “Westminster Chime” be reimagined today to reflect new tonalities
and ways of ordering time?

=  What existing habits of attention shape how we perceive our surroundings—and how
can they be challenged or expanded?

" How does new media shape, disrupt, or reorder the way we perceive our world?

The residency will include open studio days during prototyping and test installations,
giving community members a chance to meet George and learn about his process. He
will also be part of the 2025 New West Cultural Crawl on Saturday, October 4.

Why the exhibition program is paused: The New Media Gallery’s regular exhibition
program is on hold following the departure of Director/Curators Sarah Joyce and
Gordon Duggan. This pause allows time to review the gallery’s vision and mandate,
ensuring it continues to meet professional museum standards and reflects the needs of
the arts community.

What'’s next: This fall, George’s completed artworks will be on display for student field
trips and the return of the Art & Technology School Programs’ Creative Tech
Workshops. In January 2026, the Artist in Residence program will welcome another new
media artist from the New Westminster Artist Roster.

Beyond the residency, the Art & Technology Lab continues to offer seasonal
programming, including afterschool and weekend classes, week-long arts camps, and
skill-building workshops. Program Coordinator Chris Jung has returned to the role after
serving as a Creative Tech Instructor for the past three years.

To plan for the future, the City will hire a specialized consultant to assess the regional
and national visual arts sector, identify gaps and opportunities, and propose operational
scenarios for the gallery. This work will build on the Anvil Centre 10-Year Review
engagement completed in 2024 and will help shape a renewed vision for the New
Media Gallery.
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Get involved: Visit George Rahi’s open studio days this fall to experience his work in
progress and share your thoughts. Attend the New West Cultural Crawl on October 4 to
see his residency in action. Keep an eye on the New Media Gallery website for event
dates and updates on the visioning process for this unique cultural space.

Anvil 10-year review update

Building on community feedback: The City has been listening to the community about
the Anvil Centre’s first decade of service. Through the Anvil Centre 10-year Review
engagement process last year, residents and interest holders shared their ideas on how
the space could better serve New Westminster. City staff worked to turn this feedback
into a set of recommendations, which were presented to Council on July 15, 2024.
Council approved the recommendations, and work to bring them to life is underway and
ongoing. Click here to access a recording of the meeting.

What'’s next: In spring 2025, Council received an update on progress, including plans to
bring more activity and energy to the Anvil Centre’s main floor. This fall, visitors can
look forward to fresh arts and heritage programming, as well as new collaborations with
the New Westminster Public Library. These initiatives mark the beginning of a longer-
term effort to make the Anvil Centre an even more welcoming and vibrant community
hub.

Get involved: Come explore what’s new at the Anvil Centre this fall, and be part of its
next chapter. Sign up for the weekly Citypage newsletter, and follow the City’s website
and social media channels for updates on programs, events, and opportunities to
explore Anvil Centre. Don’t miss the New Westminster Cultural Crawl on October 4 and
b, 2025.

Queen’s Park Bandshell

A beloved community stage: Since 1969, the Queen’s Park Bandshell has been a
gathering place for celebrations, performances, and community connection. From
Canada Day festivities to live music, poetry, and theatre, it has welcomed audiences for
more than five decades. Programmed by Parks and Recreation staff alongside a wide
range of community arts groups, the bandshell has become a cornerstone of Queen’s
Park’s cultural life.
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Why changes are coming: A recent assessment by structural engineers confirmed that
the bandshell has reached the end of its service life. To ensure it remains safe and
usable, the City will carry out a partial demolition starting this fall. This work will remove
the roof structure and the stage-level storage area, while keeping the stage surface and
audience seating intact. These changes will allow the space to continue hosting
performances while addressing important safety concerns.

What’s next: The stage will be restored as an open-air performance area, ready for use
by community groups and events of all kinds. Construction is set to begin in late fall
2025 and wrap up in spring 2026. Bookings for summer 2026 are expected to open in
January 2026, following the regular annual schedule and ensuring work is on track.

Community groups with a history of using the bandshell were first informed about
potential changes in October 2024. Parks and Recreation staff will continue to share
updates with Queen’s Park interest groups, arts organizations, and the public through
the City’s website, a dedicated Project on the Go page, and on-site signage.
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