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Arts Community Update 
Fall 2025 
Community Services Department 

Arts Strategy update 

Refreshing the City’s vision for the arts: In 2019, the City adopted the New 
Westminster Arts Strategy—a shared vision and set of goals to support arts creation 
and development across the community. Since then, the arts sector and New 
Westminster have evolved significantly, and the need for a strategy refresh was 
identified through engagement with local artists, organizations, and cultural partners. 

Progress to date: Since our last update, several important steps have been completed. 
The City issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) to select a consultant to lead the Arts 
Strategy update process. Applications have been reviewed and decision-making is now 
underway. Work on the strategy update is expected to begin before the end of 2025. 

What’s next: The process will include assessment of the existing strategy, research into 
best practices, and collaboration with the arts community through engagement sessions 
and discussions.  

Get involved: Community engagement opportunities will be announced in early 2026. 
Keep up to date by signing up for the weekly Citypage newsletter. Follow the City’s 
website and social media channels for updates on how you can share your ideas and 
help shape the next chapter of arts in New Westminster. 

Public Art Plan update 

Building a bold new vision for public art: The City of New Westminster supports 
public art through a clear vision, strong policies, and dedicated resources. Public art 
helps tell the stories of this place—reflecting community values such as equity, 
diversity, and reconciliation—and creates opportunities for residents and visitors to 
connect with art in meaningful ways. 

The City’s Public Art Policy, updated in 2022, set a foundation for a more diverse, 
sustainable, and community-responsive program. Building on that foundation, the City is 
now finalizing a new Public Art Plan that will guide the next decade of public art in New 
Westminster. The plan will establish a shared vision, set priorities for new projects, and 
outline how resources will be allocated to best support artists and the community. 

https://www.newwestcity.ca/database/files/library/2019_Arts_Strategy_Final.pdf
https://www.newwestcity.ca/database/files/library/2019_Arts_Strategy_Final.pdf
https://www.newwestcity.ca/connect
https://www.newwestcity.ca/database/files/library/New_Westminster_Public_Art_Policy_2022(1).pdf
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Progress to date: Since our last update, several key milestones have been reached. The 
Be Heard New West survey has now closed, with a strong response from the 
community. In addition, an in-person engagement session with the arts community was 
held in October, generating valuable input and ideas. City staff are now developing a 
“What We Heard” engagement summary report that will inform revisions to the draft 
plan, along with the creation of an Implementation Plan and Action Plan. 

What’s next: The updated Public Art Plan—shaped by community insight and guided by 
the City’s commitment to equity and reconciliation—will be presented to Council for 
consideration in the first months of 2026. Once approved, it will provide a clear 
roadmap for how public art in New Westminster will grow and evolve over the next 10 
years. 

Meanwhile, a new public art piece is nearing installation in the expanded Westminster 
Pier Park. Ebb and Flow, by Indigenous artists Brent Sparrow and Kelly Cannell, 
captures the essence of the river while offering an engaging opportunity for the public 
to learn about the hən̓q̓əmin̓əm̓-speaking people who stewarded this land for thousands 
of years. The graceful design reflects the river's movement and highlights the 
significance of sockeye salmon and sturgeon in our culture and ecosystem. Completion 
is expected in November 2025. 

New Media Gallery - Exhibition space 

A creative season at New Media Gallery: While the New Media Gallery’s exhibition 
program remains on hiatus, its exhibition space in Anvil Centre continues to be vibrant 
and active through the Artist-in-Residence program. Sound artist George Rahi, selected 
from the New Westminster Artist Roster, began his residency in June 2025. His work 
explores how sounds in public spaces shape our experience of time and create a shared 
sense of temporal rhythm for everyone. 

The residency will continue through December 2025, with the exhibition space open 
Thursdays to Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., allowing visitors to view George’s progress. 
Plans for another Artist in Residence program in 2026 are already underway. 

Why the exhibition program is paused: The gallery’s regular exhibition program 
remains on hold to allow the City to confirm the gallery’s vision and mandate. 

https://www.beheardnewwest.ca/en-CA/projects/public-art
https://www.newwestcity.ca/publicart#projects-in-progress-wpp-park-space-c
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What’s next & how to get involved: The City has initiated an independent review of 
the gallery to assess the regional and national new media arts sector, identify gaps and 
opportunities, and propose operational scenarios for the future. This work is expected 
to be competed in the first quarter of 2026. Meanwhile, visitors are encouraged to 
experience George Rahi’s residency during open hours. Stay connected to the Anvil 
Centre website for updates on exhibition dates, future residencies, and the gallery’s 
visioning process. 

Anvil Centre Programming 

Building on community feedback: The City has been working to make Anvil Centre an 
even more welcoming and vibrant gathering place in the heart of downtown. Over the 
past year, new collaborations, programming, and improvements have helped bring more 
energy and activity to the space — reflecting what we heard from residents and 
community partners about wanting a more open, creative, and community-focused 
facility. 

Downtown’s Living Room — the popular weekly drop-in cultural programming series 
will continue into 2026 and expand to include opportunities for community groups to 
lead or contribute to upcoming sessions. Interested groups should email 
artservices@newwestcity.ca to learn more. The Anvil Centre is also now open later, until 
8 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays, making it easier for people to visit after work or 
attend evening programs, exhibitions and events. 

Throughout the building, there are now more comfortable areas for visitors to relax, 
meet, or work between programs. Board games and playing cards are also available to 
sign out and use. The Museum and Archives of New Westminster, the Canadian 
Lacrosse Hall of Fame, and the Community Art Gallery all continue to offer exhibitions 
and experiences for visitors to enjoy. Arts and Heritage programs in Anvil Centre are 
featured in the City’s Active Living Guide, and rentals of studios and rehearsal rooms 
are available during Anvil Centre’s open hours for artists, performers, and community 
groups. Click here for rental rates and info, or email us to book! 

Come see what’s new at Anvil Centre — whether you’re exploring an exhibition, 
attending Downtown’s Living Room, or simply finding a cozy spot to work or connect. 
Follow the City’s website and social media for upcoming events and calls for 
participation, and be part of this next chapter in Anvil Centre’s story. 

mailto:artservices@newwestcity.ca
https://newwestcity.ca/activelivingguide
https://www.newwestcity.ca/services/arts-and-heritage/facilities
mailto:museum@newwestcity.ca
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