Arts Community Update

Community Services Department
Spring 2026

Arts Strategy update

The City is updating its Arts Strategy to reflect the changes in the arts sector and the
growth in New Westminster. This work will establish a shared vision and clear goals to
support arts creation and development across the community.

Progress to date: Procurement began in fall 2025. Subsequently, the project scope was
expanded by City Council to include a review of funding models for arts organizations.
A revised Expression of Interest was issued in January 2026. A consulting team has
now been selected and staff are currently working with them to launch the project.

What’s next:

e assessment of the existing strategy
e research into best practices
e engagement with the community through multiple methods

Get involved: Community engagement opportunities will be announced in the coming
weeks. Updates will be shared through the Citypage e-newsletter, the City’s website,
and social media channels.

Plans for Art Spaces and Infrastructure

Massey Theatre Complex

The Massey Theatre Complex is undergoing a $S34.1 million capital upgrade. Phase three
is projected to be completed in fall 2027, as outlined on the project webpage.

In addition to the civic investment, the Massey Theatre Society (the City’s operating
partner) has successfully received grants to support a range of specialized upgrades to
transform the former classrooms and small gym into dedicated arts spaces. The newly
renewed Massey Theatre and Complex will be positioned to support expanded
programming and will offer a wider range of spaces available to artists for creation and
presentation.
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What’s next: Construction will continue until late 2027. The Arts Strategy update is
expected to consider community use and priorities for City-owned facilities.

Queen’s Park Bandshell Renewal

The Queen’s Park Bandshell, built in 1969, has reached the end of its service life and is
undergoing renewal. The project is expected to continue through summer 2026, with
updates available on the project webpage.

Phase one is complete and a feasibility study is in process to explore future
improvements to the stage, including options such as a shade structure to better
support performers and users.

What’s next: The City recognizes interest in a covered stage. Any future additions will
be carefully reviewed to ensure they meet safety requirements while supporting
performance needs.

New Media Gallery - Exhibition space

New Media Gallery is open. While the regular exhibition program is on hiatus, the
exhibition space has hosted two Artist-in-Residence programs and a mentorship
partnership with Emily Carr University students. Ben Bogart, selected from the City’s
Public Art Roster, began their residency in March 2026. The Art & Technology LAB also
continues year-round programming.

Meanwhile, an environmental scan has been completed by an independent consultant.
This review assesses the regional and national new media arts sector, identifies gaps
and opportunities, and outlines future operational options. These findings will be
presented to Mayor and Council before summer.

Get involved: Updates on how to interact with the current Artist-in-Residence at the
New Media Gallery will be shared through the Anvil Centre website, various City social
media channels, and Citypage. Visitors are encouraged to check for current
programming.
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City Communication with the Arts Sector

Community Support

The City continues to fund arts and culture organizations through the Community
Grants program, based on needs identified by applicants. In 2026, 23 arts and culture
organizations received grant funding and four are participating in the Raise the Right
Revenue educational training series, offered by the City in partnership with Vantage
Point.

Arts and Heritage staff are listed in the Anvil Centre team directory and are available to
meet with arts and cultural groups upon request. As the City begins the Arts Strategy
update, there will be many opportunities for the arts sector to participate in the
process.

Get Involved: Downtown’s Living Room is a weekly community event taking place on
Monday evenings at Anvil Centre. A new Call for Community Proposals invites arts and
culture organizations to partner with the City in activating the main floor of Anvil
Centre. Read more about this new opportunity and apply now.

Engagement and Communications

In 2023, Council merged the Arts Advisory Committee with the Economic Development
Advisory Committee, maintaining arts and culture representation in the terms of
reference. The Arts, Culture, and Economic Development Advisory Committee will meet
six times in 2026. The committee has spaces reserved for arts organizations. The
current membership includes Arts New West, Massey Theatre Society, and three
community members who are arts, culture, and creative professionals.

Direct engagement in City projects and planning continues to be an effective way for
residents in the arts community to provide input. For example, in October 2025, staff
engaged residents for feedback on the draft Public Art Plan through Be Heard New
West, including a survey and an in-person workshop.

Arts and culture activities are regularly featured in the Citypage e-newsletter, on social
media channels, and the Active Living Guide. Arts Community Updates like this one take
place throughout the year with the next one planned for June, 2026. Past editions can
be found here.
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