é Corporation of the City of
NEW WESTMINSTER
COMMUNITY ADVISORY ASSEMBLY

MINUTES

Saturday, February 24, 2024, 9:00 a.m.
Queensborough Community Centre - Multipurpose Room 4

PRESENT:

Aftab Erfan Facilitator, Executive Director

SFU Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue
Facilitator, Manager, Knowledge and Practice
SFU Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue

Nicole Armos

lyad Al Khatib
Juno Avila-Clark
Sully Baird
Sergio Barbon
Diana Cruz
Rajdeep Dhaliwal
Jadyn Gibson
Heidi Hizsa
Michele Kelly
Melody Kruppa
Rahul Kumaar
Anne Ladouceur
Leo Li

Marlene Mydske
Maria Nguyen
Cornel Peana
Bob Petrusa
Nyomi Ross
Stuart Rushworth
Richard Schabler
Dave Seaweed
Romy Senghera
Jordan Van Brakel
Kumar Varma
Taz Visram
Margaret Wanyoike
Declan Williams
Erica Wong

Titus Yip

Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
Assembly Member
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REGRETS:

Mandy Chan Assembly Member
Shelley Comer Assembly Member
Erika Sanabria Medina Assembly Member
Paul Toth Assembly Member
Keysa Yanez Leon Assembly Member

STAFF PRESENT:

Jennifer Miller Manager of Public Engagement
Zaria Alibhai Recording Secretary / Coordinator, Public Engagement
Jen Arbo and Communications

Lead Economic Development Coordinator

1. OPENING REMARKS

Aftab Erfan, Facilitator and Executive Director, SFU Morris J. Wosk Centre for
Dialogue, opened the meeting at 9:11 a.m., welcomed Assembly members and
paid her respects to the Halkomelem speaking people who are the original peoples
of this land.

Aftab spoke about pronouns, introduced her pronouns as she / her, and invited
others to share theirs and write them on their nametag.

Aftab reviewed the agenda for the meeting and advised that at the next meeting in
March, the Assembly would work with the material developed today to create some
recommendations for Council on ways to build connection and belonging in New
Westminster.

2. TERMS OF REFERENCE

Nicole Armos, Facilitator and Manager, Knowledge and Practice, SFU Morris J.
Wosk Centre for Dialogue, led the group in obtaining agreement on the Draft
Terms of Reference for the Assembly. After a short discussion, the Terms of
Reference were unanimously adopted.

3. GROUP AGREEMENTS

Nicole introduced the following Group Agreements and advised that at this meeting
Assembly members were going to talk more about the relational ways we work
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together through the Group Agreements. These will set the foundation for how we
work together over the Assembly’s term.

. Taking care of ourselves;

. Being present for each other;
. Sharing airtime;

. Speaking from experience;

. Showing respect;

. Repair;

. Privacy and consent; and

. Protecting group process.
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The facilitators asked the group if there was anything they wanted to add, or if
there were any questions. No additional questions or comments were raised by
the group.

After some discussion, all members raised their hands when asked if they were
comfortable with the Group Agreements.

4, GROUP DIALOGUE - BELONGING AND CONNECTING

Aftab and Nicole, Facilitators, introduced the next portion of the agenda during
which members were invited to think about occasions and locations where they
felt a sense of connection or belonging or an absence of connection and belonging.
They shared that it would be great if those locations were within New Westminster
but that they did not have to be in the City.

The Facilitators introduced staff member Jen Arbo, Lead Economic Development
Coordinator, who helped introduce the topic of Community Connection and
Belonging.

Members took turns sharing their stories of feeling or not feeling a sense of
connection and belonging in New Westminster.

After all members had a chance to share their stories, the Facilitators asked if there
were any other aspects of community that have not come up and discussion
ensued.

To wrap up the discussion, the Facilitators shared the in-progress theming they
were developing while members shared their stories. The facilitators asked
members to place their story post-it notes on the theme they felt most resonates
with their story.
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Staff offered concluding remarks and the Assembly then broke for lunch.

5. END OF MEETING

The meeting ended at 1:00 p.m.

6. UPCOMING MEETINGS

March 13, 2024
April 20, 2024

May 14, 2024

June 15, 2024
September 19, 2024
October 19, 2024
November 19, 2024
December 11, 2024

Signed Signed
Aftab Erfan, Facilitator Zaria Alibhai, Recording Secretary
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